
 

 

This past week it has been pretty 
chilly outside.  Today, it is not only 
chilly, but very wet.  On these days I 
am thankful for a warm and dry 
space to live and work.  At the same 
time, I am even more aware of the 

many people who have nowhere to es-
cape the cold weather.  Homelessness seems 

to be on the increase and resources can’t seem to 
keep up. I look around at rooms at the church that 
are empty most nights and I wonder why we don’t 
open our church as a warming station during cold 
weather?  We can come up with many reasons why it 
wouldn’t work and mostly it is the inconvenience to 
us.  But the image of the church as a warming station 
is stuck in my mind and heart - not just in freezing 
weather, but in times when hearts are frozen by dis-
appointments, rejection, abandonment , etc.  We are 
surrounded by people who need a place where their 
hearts can thaw out, and they can discover the joy of 
life.  It thrills my heart when guests speak of the 
warmth of this church, and it is my deepest prayer 
that those for whom life has frozen out their joy, will 
discover it here at St. Philip’s.  May we open our 
doors as a “warming station” in our community. 
How about we start by inviting people to join us for 
St. Phil’s ‘Sup on Sunday, January 30 at 6 p.m.?  To-
gether we can enjoy a hot, delicious meal and fellow-
ship that can warm our hearts.  Who knows, this 
time together may be just what someone needs to 
discover renewed joy and hope. 
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 January 30, 2022—“Hard of Hearing” 
Luke 4:21-30 

God’s voice shapes us. 
 

February 6, 2022—“Hearing is Believing” 
Luke 5:1-11 

God’s voice directs us. 
 

February 13, 2022—“Hearing and Healing” 
Luke 6:17-26 

God’s voice heals us. 
 

February 20, 2022—“Hearing One Another” 
Luke 6:27-38 

God’s voice calls us to reconciliation. 

2021 Christmas Offering 
Thanks to your extravagant generosity our Christmas 
offering to Heifer International was a huge success.  
You gave $5633.  With that we have purchased: 
• 3 heifers 
• 4 water buffalo 
• 7 goats 
• 6 sheep 
• 2 pigs 
• 11 honeybee hives 
• 50 flocks of chicken 
Your gifts will: 
• Care for entire communities with milk, eggs, honey 

and wool 
• Provide income by supplying an abundance of 

goods to sell 
• Sustain farming by providing livestock to work the 

land 
• Improve the lives of families for generations by 

multiplying and passing on the Gift 
Wherever there is hunger, poverty and hopelessness, 
Heifer International answers with the animals, training, 
and encouragement provided by your generous animal 
gifts.  Thanks again for your very generous offering. 

GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON GATHERINGS 
• Masks are strongly encouraged for everyone. 
• We encourage all persons who are able to get a 

vaccine to do so. 
• We will continue to use every other pew to al-

low for social distancing. 
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  SPumc Youth 
As we continued our theme of "Community," the group helped out with our 

Manna Bag ministry this week. With so many people in need of food, our Manna 
Bags ministry continues to provide help in our community. Manna Bags are plas-
tic bags containing small toiletries, snacks, water and 
information on local shelters and food pantries. Tom 
and Tana Wilkinson oversee the project and volun-

teered their Sunday evening to work with our group, explaining the mission and its 
purpose. In a matter of 45 minutes, the donations covering the table tops were sorted 
and put into bags ready for distribution to our needy and homeless population!  Yep!  
45 minutes!  A total of 91 bags were prepared.  Some even included gloves and socks 
(thanks again to David)!  The number of bags made in 2021 was 396.  So, on a single day, over 25% of the total 

from all of last year was made.   The bags are available in the Narthex and the 
office for you to take and give one to the person on the street corner asking for 
help or a person that God has placed in your path 

needing your help. A big thank you to David Laxson 
for donating the abundance of supplies!  

Then we all headed to the Fellowship Hall for fabu-
lous hearty bean soup prepared by Charlsie (thank 

you!) and fellowship. We welcomed past SPYRIT 
squad members Hailey and Jonathan and enjoyed 

catching up as a group. 
Each Sunday from 4pm - 6pm students who have completed grades 5—12 gather 
for dinner, fellowship and games in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! We are 

always looking for volunteers to help with our Youth program! If you are interested 
or want more details on how you can help, contact Ericka Harkins. eharkins@spumchou.org 

 

    Healing Prayer Service 
Please join us for our semi-monthly Healing Prayer services on Wednesday 
February 2nd, and on February 16th. We offer the community a private and 

intimate opportunity for healing prayers at 6:30 pm, twice per month, on 
Wednesdays in the church Library, room 103.  

For more information about our Prayer Ministry, please visit our web-
site: https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care   

Church Mission and Vision 
Our Mission statement is “Sharing God’s Love with all our Neighbors.” Our  Vision statement is “We will love 
all people and spread the Light of Christ.”  These statements represent the direction that St. Philip’s UMC is 

moving toward, as we reimagine our ministry to reach an ever-broadening church community.   

Coming soon to St. Philip’s… MOPS! 
MOPS stands for Mothers of Preschoolers, a program designed to nurture and 
support mothers with children from infancy through kindergarten. MOPS ex-
ists to meet the needs of EVERY mom-  moms with different lifestyles who all 

share a similar desire to be the very best moms they can be!  
We will be hosting an informational meeting on Wednesday, February 23rd at 
9:30am in the Fellowship Hall. Light refreshments will be served. Come meet 

other great mammas from our area for a time of fun and fellowship and find out more about this group! For 
questions or more information, please contact Ericka Harkins: eharkins@spumchou.org 

mailto:eharkins@spumchou.org
https://spumchou.org/prayer-and-care?fbclid=IwAR3ExCwGP_tvU2XrrGrZQkQVDQ3K0_hV8Kq-zhFyQVwWz7Dj-1IfwRPm5X4
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Sunday School and Tuesday Bible Study  
The Fellowship Class meets at 9:15 am in room  106. Roy Hollingsworth is leading a study by  
R. C. Sproul on the Parables of Jesus.  We look forward to having you join us. 

The Eklektikos Class is studying a book by L. Michael White called “From Jesus to 
Christianity”. We hope you will join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellowship 
Hall Overflow as we grow in our faith together. Class is open to all and meets “in person” and on 
Zoom.   
Sunday School for children in Pre-K through 5th Grade meets in room 104 at 9:15 am.  Please 
join us as we learn about the Bible through crafts, stories, and games.   

Please join us on Zoom for Bible Study on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Currently we are examining the 
Gospel readings from the Revised Common Lectionary. The class is led by our own St. Philippian Bill Wilkson 
and you can get the Zoom link on our website: spumchou.org/education/bible-study 

The St. Philip’s “New” Cross  

Sunday, January 16th, we were blessed with an  
absolutely pristine afternoon which served as 

the perfect backdrop to ceremoniously raise the 
St. Philip’s cross to stand once again as a  

welcoming beacon to all.  
The first cross was planted at 5501 Beechnut in 
about 1961/62 whenever construction finished 
on the three original buildings.  Thus, the origi-

nal cross lasted 70 years. When the original 
cross fell in 2019, long-time member Allen Grant 
made it his mission to build a new cross to go in 
its place in the butterfly garden. He faced chal-
lenges along the way but persevered and creat-
ed the new beautiful cross. A group of members 
gathered to help raise and anchor the cross so 
that it may greet visitors to the St. Philip’s cam-
pus for years to come. Tremendous thanks to 

the group who spent 
their Sunday after-

noon helping, and to 
Allen for his dedica-
tion to ensuring the 

cross would once 
again stand tall! 

dd IT’S COLD OUTSIDE!is  
 

If you have adult sized coats, jackets, gloves, 
hats, or blankets that you aren’t using, please 

consider bringing them to the church— 
we would love to have warm clothes to give to 

our neighbors in need. 

St. Philip’s UMW 

Faith Circle 
What a fabulous time of 

friends, fellowship and fun 
we had at the UMW Faith 
Circle “Christmas in Janu-

ary” meeting! (ugly sweat-
ers were optional ☺) We discussed the calendar for the 
upcoming year as well as some possible outreach events 
and opportunities, all while enjoying a potluck dinner. It 

was “the best non-program program” fellowship and 
catch-up session since we hadn't met in a while!  

And a very gracious "thank you" to those who donated 
coats and other warm clothing for Sutton Elementary's 

Winter Coat Drive! The items will be delivered next week 
and no doubt be a blessing for many students. 

The UMW of St. Philip’s has existed as long as the church 
has been in existence. Our primary function is Christian 

fellowship with an emphasis on mission work.  
The Faith Circle meets the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall for a light dinner, fellow-

ship and a program. We are a diverse group that shares a 
love for God, service, and 

our vibrant community. All 
women are welcome! For 
more information, please 

contact Ericka Harkins: 
eharkins@spumchou.org 

https://spumchou.org/education/bible-study


 

 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC Sunday  
Service is live-streaming  

on YouTube!  
 

Our 10:30 am online worship service is  
available to live-stream on YouTube. You can 

access the link from our website:  
spumchou.org/worship  

or Search YouTube:  
St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston. 

Please use one of the following options to  
register your attendance so we know you 

worshipped with us online! 
• Install and run the YouTube App so you 

can join the LiveChat and add a comment 
to the service. Everyone watching will see 

your comments so please say “Hello!” 

• Follow the link from our website to the 
SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In, fill out the 
form and click “Submit.” 

 
You are also invited to worship with us  

in person in our sanctuary.  
Masks are strongly encouraged  

for everyone.  
Every other pew is marked off for  

safe distancing. 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha 
Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy Ballan-
fant, John & Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & family, 
Marsha Bernardi, Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, 
Craig Comer, Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, Susie Ebling, 
Donnie Franklin, Marie Holt, Wayne Kaufman, Cheryl Little, 
Loretta Martinez, Debbie Matthews, Sofia Oeudraogo, Lisa 
O’Hair, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, Sandra & Michelle Rob-
inson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, the Straub family, 
Diane Straub (Andy’s step-mother), Larry Walker, and 
Charleston Wilson. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Matthew C. 
Douma, Rochelle Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, 
Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetz-
macher, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Phil 
McGowan, and Thelma Nelson. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, 
Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher 
Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry 
Chairperson June Kitchens or the church office with your 
 request, or submit it online through our website here.  

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
5501 Beechnut Street  
Houston, Texas 77096  

 

713.666.2175  
 office@spumchou.org  

 
SPUMC Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries  
Ryan Pennington, Organist/ Accompanist  
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  
Susan Smith, Day School Director  
John Guest, Administrative Assistant  
 
 

 Connect with us! 

 

www.spumchou.org  
@spumchou  
@spumchou  
St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston  

DATED MATERIAL — January 25, 2022 

spumchou.org/worship
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
spumchou.org/prayer-and-care
https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.facebook.com/spumchou
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q

