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LENT BEGINS WITH ASH  

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

FEBRUARY 17, 7 P.M. 

Lent is just around the corner. The 

season begins with Ash Wednesday 

on February 17. This season is a call to 

turn from the ways of the world and return to 

God. Such change is always difficult. Of course, we 

aim for perfection, and that is admirable. At the same 

time, we know, as does God, that our human imperfec-

tions make that goal a real challenge for us. 

Thus, the goal of Lent is not to make a plan for 

change and follow it to the letter. Rather, the goal is 

to make a change that sinks deeply into life, drawing 

us closer to self, others and God. Such change requires 

a move from head to heart. 

This change – this turning towards God – becomes 

imbedded in our heart - the place from which we make 

all of our best decisions. This is the shift in direction 

we hope for this Lent. Our failures to reach our goal, 

though disappointing, can actually help us achieve the 

goal, for we gain something by losing our way: the 

drive to find our way back. The practice of returning 

to God takes root and begins to grow in our hearts. 

The result is a life that is being transformed day by 

day into the likeness of Jesus Christ. 

Remember, we are here to help each other on this 

amazing journey of faith. Let us begin it together on 

February 17 at 7 p.m., either “in person” or online, as 

we receive the cross of ashes, a sign of our willingness 

to be transformed by Christ. Due to Covid-19, the ash-

es will be placed on a square of material and distribut-

ed during the service, or you can come by the church 

and get your ashes from 12 p.m.—1 p.m. on Ash 

Wednesday. It is a tough journey we take. Don’t try it 

alone. 

SERMON SERIES: CREATED ANEW 

Celebrating God’s creativity, our own  
creativity, and the creative energy of our 

community in this season of new  
beginnings. 

 
Feb. 7, 2021    “Never-Ending Creativity” 
                                              Isaiah 40:21-31 
 
Feb. 14, 2021  “Creating Extraordinary 
                     in the Ordinary”    

2 Kings 5:1-14 

CONNECT WITH US! 
Tuesday at 6:30 PM Bible Study (ZOOM) 

Sunday at 9 AM  Adult Sunday School 
(Fellowship Hall Overflow & ZOOM) 

 
Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 AM  in  

person in the Sanctuary or online via  
YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist 

Church Houston 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q


 

 

 

 

SCOUT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2021 
Please join us Sunday, February 14th for our an-
nual Scout Sunday where we host our Cub Scouts 
and Boy Scouts during the morning service. It's 
also an opportunity to thank them for all they do 
for St. Philip's, such as building the two Little Li-
braries, unloading pumpkins, and helping at other 
events. Following the service, in place of those 
wonderful pancakes, they will be passing out 
breakfast tacos to those in attendance. We do 
hope you will join us either in-person or virtually - 
and please make sure to thank a scout today!  

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
Next Sunday, February 7, is Super Bowl Sunday, and it has 
been our tradition to join others for Souper Bowl of Caring 
on that day. People all over collect food and money to put 
food on the tables of those in need. At St. Philip’s we add a 
little twist and label our soup pots with the names of the 
teams competing in the Super Bowl. The pot with the most 
money is our prediction of the winner of the game. This 
year the teams are the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and the Kan-
sas City Chiefs. If you attend worship next Sunday in per-

son, you can put your money in the pot of your choice. If you worship online, you can make a dona-
tion through our website, text to donate (281.666.2810) or through the ShelbyNext app. You can 
still choose the team of your choice and you can make electronic donations anytime. Just so you 
know, we have only failed to predict the game winner one year. All the donations will go to Braes 
Interfaith Ministries, so regardless of who wins the game, the hungry get fed. 
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TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  

Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gos-
pels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on 
Zoom.  The study is led by Bill Wilkson and fol-
lows the Revised Common Lectionary.   

The zoom link is: 

https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?
pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY 
John Guest is leading a study of The Meaning of 
Jesus: Two Visions by Marcus Borg and N.T. 
Wright. This book was published in 1999 and was 
written by two friends (and biblical scholars) who 
interpret the meaning of Jesus in substantially 
different ways. One of the strengths of their 
friendship was their ability to argue with each 
other strenuously, but civilly and respectfully. 
The study meets at 9:00 am on Sunday mornings, 
either in person in St. Philip’s UMC Fellowship 
Hall Overflow or online via Zoom.  

Don't forget "Scouting for Food" is underway. Our scouts canvased the neighborhood with door 
hangers last Saturday and will be picking up food donations Saturday, 2/6. If you did not receive a 
door hanger, you can still help! Simply drop off your canned good items in the office and let them 
know it's for the "Scouting for Food" drive. All items collected will be donated to Braes Interfaith 
Ministries. 
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“BE THE LIGHT” 

You are the world’s light—a city on a hill, glowing 
in the night for all to see. Matthew 5:14   
Thank you to all of you who have contributed to 
our “Be the Light” 
fund.  The cost to light 
seven of our twelve 
windows has been 
covered by your con-
tributions.   
Each Sunday, we en-
joy the light cast into 
our sanctuary as we 
gather to worship. We 
all appreciate the 
beauty of these win-
dows from the inside, 
but why not share 
their beauty to those 
outside? As a way to 
be the light in our community, we want to illumi-
nate our windows at night so they shine like a bea-
con to all who pass by.   
We invite members of our Church to help fund the 
project and donate any amount you choose to the 
“Be the Light” fund or you can “sponsor” a window 
at $550 per window. Call the church office at 713-
666-2175 for more information. 

SPUMC Youth News 
 Each Sunday from 4pm - 

6pm students in grades 
six through twelve gath-
er for dinner, fellowship 
and games in the Fellow-
ship Hall. This Sunday 
started off with the new-
est volunteer to the au-
dio/visual team sitting 
behind the sound board 
learning just how Doug 
monitors the sound qual-

ity during our Sunday service. Great job Sergio! Then 
Sunday evening the kids gathered for more games 
and a lesson on friendships that involved writing a 
letter to their favorite superhero telling them why 
they would make a great friend. After a quick paper 
plane lesson, they threw them to see whose went 
the furthest. We learned that the same qualities kept 
coming up in each of the letters, such as "cool", 
"brave", "strong" - all great attributes in a friend. The 
kids were challenged to go and be someone's super-
hero this week. We ended the evening with wonder-
ful wings, fries and a salad - and don't forget the Blue 
Bell ice cream sandwiches! A big thank you to Mar-
sha Smith for providing the funds for our dinner. The 
kids appreciated it!  

Below is the 
link for SignUp 
Genius and if you have any questions or would like more infor-
mation, please contact Ericka: eharkins@spumchou.org.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044DABAC2AA
7FA7-spyrit 

Manna Bags 
With so many people in need of food, we 
are continuing our Manna Bag program. 
Please bring any of the items listed to the 
church. If you can’t get to church, call Tom 
or Tana at 832-588-4783 and they will 
arrange to pick up your donation. 
Proteins: 
• Potted meat—2 small cans or 1 big 

can 
• Tuna—packaged or pop-top 

• Beans-4.6 oz to 15.5 oz 
• Vienna Sausages—2 small cans 
• Nuts 
Liquids: 
• Bottled water 
• Juice (Capri Sun) or juice box 
Fruit: 
• Fruit cups 
• Fruit bars 
• Granola bars 
• Apple sauce 

Packaged Treats: 
• Cookies 
• Crackers 
Other: 
• Forks and spoons 
• Shelter booklet, Upper Room booklet 
• Toothbrush / toothpaste 
• Wash cloth / soap 
• Socks 
• Handi wipes to clean hands& face 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044DABAC2AA7FA7-spyrit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044DABAC2AA7FA7-spyrit


 

 

 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: 
Brenda Ashley, Carla Ayala, Lauren and Mark Briker, 
Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Casey 
Creamer, Bernice Galloway, Sam Garrett (Charlsie 
Groom’s brother), Bill Gruetzmacher, Ruthie Hurta, 
Lisa O’Hair, Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, 
Sandra and Michelle Robinson, Linda Roe (Shelly 
Straub’s mother,) Isabel Ruiz, The Straub family, Syl-
via Vila, Kirby White, and Gilda Wilkson. 
Sympathy and prayers for peace for the family of 
Jerry Ray who passed away recently. Jerry was a 
friend of Phoung Kirk.  
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Ro-
chelle Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron 
Schoonover, Iris Vance & Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Walter Boyd, Mer-
lyn Bruce, Pennie Butler, Becky Edmondson, Bob El-
lis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, and Ann Link. 
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Church Staff: 
Lisa Callaway, Pastor 
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 
Susan Smith,  Day School Director 
John Guest, Administrative Assistant 

  Connect with us! 
  Website: www.spumchou.org 
  Facebook: @spumchou 
  Instagram: @spumchou 
  YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston 

How can we pray for you?  Please call our Prayer 
Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or call the 
church office with your request . 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is now 
live-streaming on YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online live-stream  worship ser-
vice has moved from Facebook to YouTube. You 
can access the link from our website: 
https://spumchou.org/worship or you can 
search YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist 
Church Houston. 
Please use one of these ways to register your 
attendance, so we know you worshipped with 
us online.  
1) Install and run the YouTube App, so you can 

join the LiveChat and add a comment to the 
service. Everyone watching will see your 
comments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from our 
website to the SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-
In form, and fill out and submit the form. 

You can also worship with us in-person in our 
sanctuary.  We have masks available in the nar-
thex if you forget yours, every other pew is 
marked off, so we can sit at least 6 feet apart 
from non-family members. 


