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It is hard to believe that there could 

be someone who doesn’t know any-

thing about Christmas, but imagine 

with me that you run into such a per-

son just before Christmas. They see 

all the lights, the shopping, the sing-

ing and they wonder, “What is this all 

about?” What would you tell them? Where 

do you begin? Would you talk about the decorated 

Christmas tree? Would you tell them of the tradition 

of exchanging gifts? Maybe you want to tell them 

about the true meaning of Christmas and the birth of 

the Christ Child. Again the question, “Where do I 

begin?” One way to express the meaning of Christmas 

is to share that Christmas is the celebration of light 

coming into the world. There are the multi-colored 

lights that illuminate houses, the candles that burn in 

the windows. There are the lights that twinkle in peo-

ple’s eyes during the season – especially in the eyes of 

children. The Christmas story in the Bible is full of 

events that are filled with light – the appearance of 

angels to the shepherds, the bright star that leads the 

wise men, and of course, the birth of Jesus, who came 

to light a world filled with darkness. Christmas also 

reminds us that there is a light that shines in all of 

us. Jesus would grow up and later teach us, “You are 

the light of the world….Let your light shine before 

others, so that they may see your good works and give 

glory to your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:13-16.) 

Where do we begin in sharing the true meaning of 

Christmas? We begin by letting the light of Christ 

shine through us.  

SERMON SERIES:  

A PLACE TO DWELL 

 

Theme: As Christ came to dwell among 

us, we too seek a place to dwell. 

Dec. 13, 2020 “Homecoming”

 Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 

Dec. 20, 2020 “Pitching the Tent”

 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 

 

Dec. 24, 2020 “Home in the World”

 John 1:1-14 

 

Dec. 27, 2020 “Reign It In”

 Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

JOIN US  

TUESDAY AT 6:30 PM 

BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM) 

 

SUNDAY MORNINGS WORSHIP AT 
10:30 AM  “IN PERSON” 

OR ON FACEBOOK:SPUMCHOU 
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TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  

Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The 
study is led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary.  The zoom link is  

https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY 
If you follow politics or social media or religion, you have probably noticed that we are becoming extremely polarized. We don’t do a 
very good job of listening to other points of view and more often than not, we witness people talking over each other. Today, politics is 
the dominant topic of conversation, but religion and Methodism in particular have been shaken by arguments and an apparent inabil-
ity to find common ground. 
John Guest will be  leading a study of The Meaning of Jesus: Two Visions by Marcus Borg and N.T. Wright. This book was published 
in 1999 and was written by two friends (and biblical scholars) who interpret the meaning of Jesus in substantially different ways. One 
of the strengths of their friendship was their ability to argue with each other strenuously, but civilly and respectfully. They decided to 
bring their arguments together in this book and to share their different points of view with the reader. 

In pairs of chapters, Wright and Borg discuss various aspects of our Christian faith: including  how we know about Jesus, what Jesus 
did and taught, Jesus’ death and his resurrection, his birth, and his second coming. Borg presents a “progressive” vision of Jesus and 
Wright a more “traditional” one. I believe you will find you agree more with one than the other, but I also believe you will obtain better 
insight and respect for views that you might not necessarily agree with. 

John would like to meet in person in a room allowing social distancing at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings at St. Philip ’s UMC. If you 
are interested in participating in this class, please email John at johnguest01@gmail.com.  

 

Manna Bags 

With so many people in 
need of food, we are con-
tinuing our Manna Bag 
program. Please bring 
any of the items listed to 
the church. If you can’t 
get to church, call Tom or 
Tana at 832-588-4783 
and they will arrange to 
pick up your donation. 

 
Manna Bag Contents 

Proteins: 

• Potted meat—2 

small cans or 1 big 
can 

• Tuna—packaged or 

pop-top 

• Beans-4.6 oz to 15.5 

oz 

• Vienna Sausages—2 

small cans 

• Nuts 

Liquids: 

• Bottled water 

• Juice (Capri Sun) or 

juice box 
Fruit: 

• Fruit cups 

• Fruit bars 

• Granola bars 

• Apple sauce 

Packaged Treats: 

• Cookies 

• Crackers 

Other: 

• Forks and spoons 

• Shelter booklet, Up-

per Room booklet 

• Toothbrush / tooth-

paste 

• Wash cloth / soap 

• Socks 

• Handi wipes to clean 

hands& face 

 

mailto:johnguest01@gmail.com
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Stewardship Update  

 

 

As of December 6, 2020, we have received 39 pledges for 
2021. Thank you to everyone who has submitted an estimate of 
giving card for 2021.   

We are still missing 2021 “estimate of giving” cards from 15 
families who supported the church last year. If we do not hear 
from you, we will be developing a 2021 church budget with less 
pledged money than 2020. That may result in reduced pro-
gramming and outreach. If you are among those who have not 
yet returned your “estimate of giving” card, please consider let-
ting us know soon if you will be supporting Christ’s ministry 
through St. Philip’s in 2021. 

We are ordering beautiful poinsettias to decorate our 
sanctuary during Advent.  Please place your order 
now. Cost is $8.00 / each. Forms are available online 
at “spumchou.org/Advent at SPUMC”, and in the 
church office and the narthex.  Please mark your 
check “Poinsettias”. 

Outside Live Nativity 
Join us on December 19th between 6 pm and 8 
pm for a live nativity where you can witness a rec-
reation of the first Christmas and listen to the story 
of Jesus' coming into the world. There will be four 
opportunities to experience the performance com-
plete with live animals: 6:15, 6:45, 7:15 and 7:45. 
We still need volunteers for the actors and produc-
tion as well as folks to help greet the visitors. If 
you would like to help or have more questions, 
please contact Ericka Harkins at ehar-
kins@spumchou.org.  

2019 Pledgers 65 $320,016  

2020 Pledgers 51 $249,061  

2021 Pledgers 39 $223,570  

Increase for 2021 13 

Decrease for 2021 1 

2020 and 2021 Pledges Equal 21 

New Pledgers 0 

Returning Pledgers, Skipped 2020 2 

Uncertain / Blank 2 

Missing 2020 Pledgers 15 

7 Year Pledgers 22 

Financial Summary 

November was a better than average month, but the 
Church is still struggling along for the first eleven 
months of the year. The Endowment Fund enjoyed a 
major gain in value in November which totally depends 
on the state of the overall stock and bond markets. Help 
us end the year with a joyful bang! Turn in your pledge 
cards for 2021 and be a cheerful giver as we come to 
the end of a pretty awful year.  

Bottom Line Financial Summary 

  
November, 
2020 

YTD November, 
2020 

Unrestricted Church Income  $31,944.75  $310,342.73  

Unrestricted Church Expenses  $24,837.37  $307,484.65  

Net Unrestricted Church income  $7,107.38  $2,858.08  

Day School Receipts  $8,561.00  $62,118.50  

Day School Expenses  $6,953.21  $72,519.39  

Day School Net Income  $1,607.79  ($10,400.89) 

Endowment Fund Net Income $13,030.06  $8,936.76  

Net Income All Activity  $21,745.23  $1,393.95  



 

 

 

 
Please remember these persons in  

your prayers:   
Brenda Ashley, Carla Ayala, Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, 
Craig Comer, Dustin Dougan, Margie & Gene Failor, 
Ruthie Hurta, Jonathan Myers’ Mother, Lisa O’Hair, Vir-
ginia Oris, Marie Pearce,  Joann Reed, Sandra and 
Michelle Robinson, Craig Shepard,   The Straub family, 
Sylvia Vila, Betty Wilhelm and Gilda Wilkson.  

For Our Homebound Members:  Walter Boyd,  Merlyn 
Bruce, Pennie Butler, Becky Edmondson, Bob Ellis, Mar-
shall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Peggy McGowan and 
Barbara Upshaw 

Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee,  Rochelle 
Fuller, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, and 
Jeffery Wells. 

First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry 
Curtis, Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, 
Christopher Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie 
White. 
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DATED MATERIAL — December 8,  2020 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

5501 Beechnut Street 

Houston, Texas 77096 

Voice 713.666.2175 

Email: office@spumchou.org 

Church Staff: 

Lisa Callaway, Pastor 

Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 

Susan Smith,  Day School Director 

John Guest, Administrative Assistant 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 

  Facebook: @spumchou 

  Instagram: @spumchou 

  Youtube: @spumchou 

Have a prayer request? Please call Prayer Ministry 
Chairperson June Kitchens or call the church office 
with your request . 

Prayer Requests 

Candlelight and Communion 

December 24, 2020 

6:00 pm (live and online) 

 

We will begin the service in the sanctuary, and end 

the service in the prayer garden with candlelighting. 

We hope you will join us “in person” or online. 


