
 

 

Advent is a time when we seek 
peace, hope, joy and love that 
comes with Jesus Christ. That hap-
pened this year with Las Posadas .  
What a wonderful experience those 
four nights turned out to be.  We 
processed in the surrounding neigh-

borhood carrying the light of Christ, 
singing songs in Spanish and finally being 

welcomed in by our host families for punch, sweet 
breads and hot chocolate.  It was a time to experi-
ence the joy of Christ as we sang and laughed to-
gether.  There was such love for others as we cele-
brated together.  I saw hope for a world where diver-
sity is celebrated and valued and peace that comes 
when that happens.  Thanks to the many people who 
helped make Las Posadas a reality in our church 
community.  We welcomed our pilgrims to the church 
parsonage, to the Miller’s home and to the Greenhill’s 
home for nightly celebrations.  Norma and Carmen 
Molina, Liliana Crump, the Greenhills, the Millers,  
Tana Wilkinson and Rosalba Benjume provided 
punch, hot chocolate, sweet breads and tamales. 
Marisol Sanchez  provided piñatas. Isaias Molina 
made the carrier for Mary and Joseph and many oth-
ers helped decorate the Fellowship Hall and roll ta-
males.  The final worship service and celebration at 
the church with the guest soloist and mariachi band 
was over the top thanks to the multi talented Ryan 
Pennington. Thanks to everyone who helped in any 
way, from the planning stage to the end, to make Las 
Posadas such a meaningful experience.  Christmas 
is a time for giving and you have given much of your-
selves. 

Christmas is a time for giving and there are still many 
more ways to give to this church and to others.  Now 
is a good time to catch up with your giving to the 
church if you are behind or to make a special gift to 
our Christmas offering this year.  This year our 
Christmas offering will support Heifer International, 
which enables families to provide for themselves and 
build income by gifting them with animals.  Included 
in this newsletter is information about Heifer and an 
offering envelope.  You may designate money for a 
specific animal if you choose.  Please return your gift 
to the church by Christmas Eve. 

You can also make a pledge to support our ministry 

in 2022 by sending in your pledge card and skills 

inventory if you have not already done so.  If you 
need a stewardship packet, you can call the church 
office. 

Someone made a comment to me during Las Posa-
das that they always like to join us because we do 
good things at St. Philip’s.  Thank you so much for 
your love and service to Jesus Christ through this 
church. You are helping to bring the peace, hope, joy 
and love of Christ into the world.  
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NEW GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON  

GATHERINGS 

• Masks are recommended for all indoor gatherings. 

• We encourage all persons who are able to get a vac-
cine to do so. 

• We will continue to use every other pew in the sanc-
tuary for a while longer. 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES: BOUNDLESS 

 

 

 

 

 

December 19 “Boundless Hope” Hebrews 10:5-10; 
Luke 1:39-56 

December 24 “Boundless Spirit” Titus 3:4-7; Luke 
2:1-20 

December 26 “Boundless Life” Colossians 3:12-17; 
Luke 2:41-5 
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St. Philip’s Las Posadas Celebration 2021 

What an amazing week of faith and fellowship in our community! From Thursday through Sunday, we hosted a Las Po-
sadas event, and it was such a blessing to see so many of our neighbors participate in the nightly processions and cele-
brations. On the fourth and final evening, the travelers were welcomed into the sanctuary for a bi-lingual service full of 
music featuring soloist Enrique Barrera, scripture, and a live nativity performed by our Youth Group.  

Then it was on to the final celebration! Guests were greeted with the aroma of freshly hand-made tamales, sweet 
breads and ponche naviendo as they entered into brightly decorated Fellowship Hall. While we dined, we were treated 
to a very special hour of traditional music performed by Houston’s very own Mariachi Band: “Mariachi Luna Llena” 
from Rice University, followed by a very festive game of piñatas!  

What a truly wonderful experience for so many. We are so grateful to those that participated in the event, and what a 
blessing to meet so many new friends and catch up with some familiar ones! May we all capture that sense of commu-
nity and peace in our hearts and carry it with us throughout the year, sharing God's love with all our neighbors.  

We want to thank all those that helped with all the many aspects of making this event possible. It was an amazing suc-
cess, and it could not have happened without each and every one of you! Please check out our website, Facebook, and 
Instagram for more photos and videos! 

 

Sunday School and Tuesday Bible Study  

The Fellowship Class meets at 9:15 am in room  106 as Roy Hollingsworth leads the class.  
The Eklektikos Class has a class on our stained glass windows, led by Bill Wilkson. We hope you will join us Sunday mornings at 
9:15 in the Fellowship Hall Overflow as we grow in our faith together. Class is open to all and meets “in person” and on Zoom.   
Sunday School for children in Pre-K through 5th Grade meets in room 104 at 9:15 am.  Please join us as we learn about the Bible 
through crafts, stories, and games.   
Please join us on Zoom for Bible Study on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. The study is led by Bill Wilkson, get the link on our web-
site. 
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Manna Bags 

We continue our Manna 
Bag program for the 
homeless. Please bring 
any of the items listed to 
the church.  

• Gallon size zip-lock 
Freezer Bags 

 

Proteins: 

• Potted meat—2 small 
cans or 1 big can 

• Tuna—packaged or 
pop-top 

• Beans-4.6 oz to 15.5 
oz 

• Nuts 

Liquids: 

• Juice (Capri Sun) or 
juice box 

Fruit: 

• Fruit cups 

• Fruit bars 

• Granola bars 

ADVENT Events at St. Philip’s 

UMC 

December 19, 10:30 am: Celebrating 

Christmas Through Music and Sing-

ing! 

During the service on Sunday December 19th, 

to commemorate the coming of the birth of Je-

sus, the St Philip's Chancel Choir will present 

four songs: "Christmas Communion Song" by 

Susan Naylor Callaway, "Hurry Now to Bethle-

hem!" by Ruth Morris Gray, "One Small Child" 

by David Meece & Sheldon Curry, and "Amen! 

Tell It on the Mountain!" by Mary McDonald. 

Soprano Brittany Roth will be featured on a 

solo, and tenor Dashiell Waterbury will sing 

the beloved "O Holy Night." Come join us for 

this special event! 

December 24, 6 pm: CHRISTMAS EVE 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

This year's Christmas Eve service will include a 

special performance of "What Child is This" on 

bell tree by Cloud Ssu-yun Wang.  Join us for a 

service of candle light and communion. 

Youth Bake Sale 

Join us this Sunday before and after the service for a 

Bake Sale. There are 

still a few 2022 calendars 

left, and the Youth will 

be selling them with 

notepads this week along 

with baked goods. 

Calendars are $10 The 

magnetic tablets are $5. 

Christmas Offering 

Our 2021 Christmas offering goes to Heifer Internation-

al.  Heifer International provides animals to families in 

need. Giving an animal gift at the holidays is like giving 

someone a small business, providing wool, milk, eggs and 

more. Every animal gift comes with a free honor card to 

let your gift recipient know their holiday gift is providing 

families access to medicine, school, food and a sustaina-

ble livelihood. 

If you wish to desig-

nate your gift for a 

particular animal, 

please include the 

name of the animal 

in a note to include 

with your gift.  You 

may put your offering 

in the  

envelope included in 

this newsletter and 

return it to the 

church.  You may 

also give online through our website.  

Financial Summary 

For 2021 through November St Philip’s Pledgers have given 90.1% of the 
$235,000 pledged.  Pledgers make up 68.1% of the total income of 
$345,768 through November. 

Due to a generous gift and support from the Day School St Philip’s has 
been able to meet all their expenses through November.  

Source Income & Expenses Through Nov. Totals 

Members & 
Visitors 

Pledgers  $   212,151.00  

 $ 310,460.00  
Regular Contributors  $      34,321.00  

Occasional Givers  $        9,784.00  

More than Pledged  $      54,205.00  

Other 

Rent Income  $      13,366.00  

 $  17,094.00  
Txfer from Special  $        1,196.00  

Loose Plate  $        2,305.00  

Interest  $            227.00  

Day School Contribution  $      18,214.00   $      18,214.00  

Income Total  $   345,768.00  

Expenses  $  (327,834.00) 

Net Income through November  $      17,934.00  



 

 

 
 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha 
Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy Ballan-
fant, John & Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & family, 
Marsha Bernardi, Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Terry Bybee, 
Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, 
Susie Ebling, Cheryl Little, Loretta Martinez, Debbie Mat-
thews, Sofia Oeudraogo, Lisa O’Hair, Marie Pearce, Joann 
Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sulli-
van Salmas, the Straub family, and Diane Straub (Andy’s 
step-mother). 

Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Matthew C. 
Douma, Rochelle Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, 
Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 

For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetz-
macher, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Phil 
McGowan, and Thelma Nelson. 

First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Cur-
tis, Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christo-
pher Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 
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5501 Beechnut Street 
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Voice 713.666.2175 

Email: office@spumchou.org 

Church Staff: 

Lisa Callaway, Pastor 

Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 

Susan Smith,  Day School Director 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 

  Facebook: @spumchou 

  Instagram: @spumchou 

  YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer 
Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or the church 
office with your request. 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is on YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service is available on 
YouTube. You can access the link from our website: 

https://spumchou.org/worship  

or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 
Houston. 

Please use one of these ways to register your attendance, so 
we know you worshipped with us online.  

1) Install and run the YouTube App, so you can join the 
LiveChat and add a comment to the service. Everyone 
watching will see your comments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from our website to the 
SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In form, and fill out and 
submit the form. 

You are also invited to worship with us in person in our 
sanctuary.  Masks are optional if you have been fully vac-
cinated.  Every other pew is marked off for awhile longer. 


