
 

 

I have included these goals and 
characteristics of a vibrant church 
at the beginning of the last few 
years.  I don’t think we can be re-
minded “too often” of what it 
means to be a church that is in the 
business of reaching people for 

Jesus Christ.  Let us take these prac-
tices to heart as we come to the end of a 

challenging year for churches everywhere and pre-
pare to begin what will likely be another challenging 
year. 
These general rules were designed by John Wesley to 
help Christians pursue the goal of sanctification.  
They are: 
1. Avoid those things which are inconsistent with 

the life of faith and bring harm to others. 
2. Do good of every possible sort and practice our 

faith. 
3. Pursue growth in our spiritual lives. 
As we follow those rules, we become more positive, 
more humble and more joyful.  We will demonstrate 
respect of others, maintain confidentiality, publicly 
support other leaders, and accept differences among 
people. 
As a church, let us strive for excellence in these things: 
1. Let prayer be the beginning of everything we do. 
2. Let us be driven by our vision and mission. 
3. Let us value leadership that leads by example and 

loves others. 
4. Let us seek to call, equip, and empower the laity 

to do ministry. 
5. Let us continually work to maintain an outward 

focus. 
6. Let us value worship as the hub through which the 

church is gathered and from which the church is 
sent. 

7. Let us make use of effective marketing for our 
ministry. 

8. Let us pursue outstanding follow-up in each min-
istry area. 

9. Let us lift up and encourage others to fulfill the 
expectations of membership. 

10. Let us seek to constantly improve and innovate 
our ministries, in order to reach an ever-changing 
world. 

May we all be challenged in 2022 to let our commit-
ment to Christ be evident in all we do. May we use eve-
ry means we have to invite others to join us as we fulfill 
our mission to “Share God’s Love with All Our Neigh-
bors,” and keep moving forward in our 
vision “to love all people and spread the 
Light of Christ.” 
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Living with purpose and joy in our everyday lives  
Watch the Sunday service live on YouTube here  

 

January 2, 2022 
“Led By Joy” 

Matthew 2:1-12 
Vocation: God leads us by attending to our deepest joy. 

 

January 9, 2022 
“Baptized in Love” 

Luke 3:15-22 
Identity: God knows and names us in love and shapes 

us in that love. 
 

January 16, 2022 
 “Called to Delight” 

John 2:1-11 
Celebration: God persistently calls us to feast and de-

light in God’s presence. 
 

January 23, 2022 
“Blessed for Good” 

Nehemiah 8:1-10; Luke 4:14-21 
Selflessness: God invites us to share goodness with all. 

GUIDELINES FOR IN-PERSON GATHERINGS 
• Masks are strongly encouraged for everyone. 
• We encourage all persons who are able to get a 

vaccine to do so. 
• We will continue to use every other pew to allow 

for social distancing. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q
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SPUMC Youth 
What an awesome Youth Group Christmas celebration we had! We 
spent time with old friends and make some new ones all while enjoying 
the festive decorations and music! We had a delicious fajita dinner and 
played some very engaging games. An ugly sweater contest and sock 
exchange - we had a full night! Thanks to all who attended and we 
hope y’all had a very Merry Christmas and we'll see you in 2022! 

Also.... 
Thank you all for supporting our Youth 
over the past few weeks ! The Bake Sale was a great success 
and we sold out of calendars and almost sold out of the sec-
ond shipment of notepads! The proceeds go to the funding of 
our Youth Mission trip and other youth activities. This is an 
amazing group of students and they are such a blessing to 
this church family. The group thanks all who have donated, 

volunteered, and cheered them on this year! 
Each Sunday from 4pm - 6pm students 
who have completed grades five through 
twelve gather for dinner, fellowship and 
games in the Fellowship Hall. All are wel-
come! We are always looking for volun-
teers to help with our Youth program! If 
you are interested or want more details 
on how you can help, contact Ericka 
Harkins. eharkins@spumchou.org 

CHRISTMAS EVE 2021 
Our Christmas Eve service was a beautiful evening of quiet worship and reflec-
tion. The music was resplendent, and we were graced with the amazing talent 
of Cloud Ssu-yun Wang performing "What Child is This" on the bell tree. 
After Holy Communion, we shared the light, one candle at a time, finally illu-
minating the sanctuary in a soft glow as we sang "Silent Night." It was a holy 
night indeed, and we hope you all had very blessed Christmas.  

mailto:eharkins@spumchou.org
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MANNA BAGS 
We continue our Manna Bag program for 
the homeless. Please bring any of the 
items listed to the church. If you can’t get 
to church, call the office and we will ar-
range to pick up your donation. 
• Gallon size zip-lock Freezer Bags 
Proteins: 
• Potted meat—2 small cans or 1 

big  
• Tuna—packaged or pop-top 

• Beans-4.6 oz to 15.5 oz 
• Nuts 
• Vienna Sausages—2 small cans 
Liquids: 
• Juice (Capri Sun) 

or juice box 
Fruit: 
• Fruit cups 
• Fruit bars 
• Granola bars 
• Apple sauce 

Packaged Treats: 
• Cookies 
• Crackers 

Other: 
• Toothbrush / toothpaste 
• Wash cloth / soap / shampoo 
• Socks 
• Handi wipes 
• Masks 
• Forks and spoons 
• Shelter booklet 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY  

During Jesus' earthly ministry, one of the primary ways He would instruct His disciples was through 
parables. In this series, Dr. R.C. Sproul explores the rich truths they reveal about who Jesus is and 
what He came to achieve through His life, death, and resurrection. - from Ligonier Ministries 
The Fellowship Class invites you to join them at 9:15am Sundays in Room 106 and be a part of this 
dynamic discussion. Light refreshments are served and all are welcome! 

 ∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
The Eklektikos Class is starting a study of the book by L. Michael White on “From 
Jesus to Christianity”. Rather than reading the New Testament straight through in 
its traditional order -- Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and so on -- White takes a historical approach, 
looking at the individual books in the sequence in which they were actually written. He explores 
what these books divulge about the disagreements, shared values, and unifying mission of the earli-
est Christian communities. We hope you will join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellowship Hall 
Overflow as we grow in our faith together. Class is open to all and meets “in person” and on Zoom.   

 ∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
Sunday School for children in Pre-K through 5th Grade meets in room 104 at 9:15 am.  Please join us as we learn about 
the Bible through crafts, stories, and games.   

           ∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
Please join us on Zoom for Bible Study on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. The study is led by Bill Wilkson, you can get 
the link on our website: spumchou.org/education/bible-study 

Thank you Notes from Thelma Nelson and Ruth King 
To all St Philip’s church family: 
I would like to thank those who took the time to 
send me beautiful birthday cards for my 100th 
birthday. It meant a lot to me and I really appreci-
ate it. On my big day when I woke up I saw a huge 
banner on my bedroom wall that said “100th Hap-
py Birthday” and had snowflakes hanging from the 
ceiling all over. My granddaughter Heather decorat-
ed my room while I was asleep and she didn’t even 

wake me up. I also had a wonderful birthday dinner at Texas de Bra-
zil in Memorial City.  Thanks again, y’all are like my family and I love you all.   Thelma 
Nelson  
A Birthday Prayer:  Lord of Life, I thank You for the gift of my life. “You knitted me to-
gether in my mother’s womb. I praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully 
made” (Psalm 139: 13-14). On my birthday, I also praise You for the gift of my new life in 
Christ, which began on the day of the Baptism. By Your grace and Spirit, help me keep on 
growing in faith and service to You. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞∞ 
I wish to say Thank You to my Church family friends who sent me cards for my 100th 
birthday. Merry blessed Christmas to my Pastor Lisa and to my church family. 
—Ruth King 

 

The January—February 
edition of The Upper 

Room is now available! 
You may stop by the 

church office during the 
week or find them in the 

Narthex on Sundays.  
Past editions are also 
available in the office. 



 

 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha 
Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Ellie Auflick, Carla Ayala, 
Kathy Ballanfant, John & Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & 
family, Marsha Bernardi, Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Terry 
Bybee, Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Dustin Dougan, Edna 
Duryea, Susie Ebling, Marie Holt, Cheryl Little, Loretta Mar-
tinez, Debbie Matthews, Sofia Oeudraogo, Lisa O’Hair, Marie 
Pearce, Joann Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, 
Linda Sullivan Salmas, the Straub family, and Diane Straub 
(Andy’s step-mother), Kaitlyn Tupper. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Matthew C. 
Douma, Rochelle Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron 
Schoonover, Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetz-
macher, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Phil 
McGowan, and Thelma Nelson. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, 
Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher 
Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew & Laurie White. 

Prayer Requests St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is  
live-streaming on YouTube!  

 

Our 10:30 am online worship service is  
available on YouTube. You can access the link 

from our website:  
spumchou.org/worship  

or Search YouTube:  
St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston. 
Please use one of the following options to reg-

ister your attendance so we know you wor-
shipped with us online! 

• Install and run the YouTube App so you 
can join the LiveChat and add a comment 
to the service. Everyone watching will see 
your comments so please say “Hello!” 

• Follow the link from our website to the 
SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In form.  

       Simply fill out and submit the form. 
 

You are also invited to worship with us  
in person in our sanctuary.  

Masks are strongly encouraged for everyone.  
Every other pew is marked off for  

safe distancing. 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry 
Chairperson June Kitchens or the church office with your re-

quest, or submit it online through our website:  
spumchou.org/prayer-and-care 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
5501 Beechnut Street  
Houston, Texas 77096  
Voice 713.666.2175  
Email: office@spumchou.org  
 
SPUMC Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries  
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist  
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  
Susan Smith, Day School Director  

John Guest, Administrative Assistant  
 

 Connect with us! 

 

www.spumchou.org  
@spumchou  
@spumchou  
St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston  
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