
 

 

DO YOU KNOW JESUS? 

We talk about Jesus, sing about him, 
watch movies about him, teach our 
children about him, tell our children 
how much he loves them, and offer 

prayers in his name – even praying as 
he taught us – and yet too few of us really 

have a close relationship with him. 

Some of us have a “term paper attitude” toward Jesus. 
We rely on what we’ve heard others say about him. 
We have nothing but footnotes in our faith, and few 
original ideas. We may know all about Jesus, but still 
not know him. That’s why the way we answer Jesus’ 
question, “Who do you say that I am?” defines our 
relationship with him. 

As in any personal relationship, our perceptions 
may change. Our understanding of who Jesus is 
should reflect a progressive, dynamic relationship. 
It requires time for us to come to know Jesus. Al-
bert Schweitzer said, Jesus reveals himself “in the 
toils, the conflicts, the sufferings that followers 
shall pass through in his fellowship” until finally 
“they shall learn in their own experience Who He 
is.” May the challenges we face during these trying 
times lead us into a closer relationship with Jesus 
Christ and may that relationship sustain us and em-
power us as individuals and as a church family. 
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NEW GUIDELINES FOR  
IN-PERSON GATHERINGS 

• Given the Covid Delta and Lambda variants, 
masks are required for all indoor gatherings      
at St. Philip’s. 

• We encourage all persons who are able to get a 
vaccine to do so. 

• We will continue to use every other pew in the 
sanctuary to allow for safe distancing. 

AUGUST SERMON SERIES: Soul Food 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biblical food and table metaphors invite us to a 
feast of discipleship. 

August 29, 2021 
“Dirty Hands and Clean Hearts”  

Mark 7:1-23 

 
 
 
 
 

 

September Sermon Series: A GOOD LIFE 
 

September 5, 2021 “A Good Name”  
Proverbs 22:1-23 

September 12, 2021 “A Good Mind”  
Proverbs 1:20-33 

September 19, 2021  “A Good Community”  
Proverbs 31:10-31 

September 26, 2021  “A Good Cause”  
Esther 7:1-10; 9:20-22 

October 3, 2021 “A Good Practice” 
Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
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   Blessing of the Backpacks 
Sunday morning, August 22nd, we welcomed 12 children and youth to our annual 
Blessing of the Backpacks! Ms. Ericka shared a short back to school lesson encour-
aging the children to be like the unique pieces of a stained-glass window - to be 
the light, bringing out the God-colors in the world - and let God's light shine and 
embrace their gifts from God such as caring or helping others. Then Pastor Lisa led 

the congregation in blessing the backpacks and praying for a safe and wonderful year for the children, their 
parents, teachers, and staff. After the service, each student received a little back-to-school goody bag and 
backpack tag to start the new year off right - and remember that God's got their back!  

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach Ministries 

 Manna Bags 
With so many people in need, we con-
tinue our Manna Bag program. Please 
bring any of the items listed to the 
church. If you can’t get to church, call 
the office at 713.666.2175 and we will 
arrange to pick up your donation. 
Proteins: 
· Potted meat—2 small cans or  
 1 big can 
· Tuna—packaged or pop-top 
· Beans - 4.6 oz to 15.5 oz 
· Vienna Sausages- 2 small cans 
· Nuts 

 
Liquids: 
· Bottled water  
· Juice/juice box 
Fruit: 
· Fruit cups 
· Fruit bars 
· Granola bars 
· Apple sauce 
· Fruit snacks 
Packaged Treats: 
· Cookies 
· Crackers 
· Goldfish  

 
Other: 
· Forks and spoons 
· Shelter booklet, Upper Room 
booklet 
· Toothbrush / toothpaste 
· Small shampoo 
· Small pocket comb 
· Wash cloth / soap 
· Socks 
· Handi-wipes 
· Gallon size zip-lock freezer bags 

  

*Items in red are urgently needed.* 

Youth Stockholder Dinner—August 21, 2021 
We had a wonderful evening at the Youth Stockholder Dinner! Our guests enjoyed fabulous 
baked chicken stuffed with spinach and cheese and served in a cream sauce with sauteed 
mushrooms with sides of rice and a salad - prepared by our youth parents (huge to thanks to 
Carmen, Norma, Lilliana, Shelly and Krissie!) The kids served the dinner and desserts so our 
guests could relax in the evening breeze and enjoy al fresco dining while watching the slide 
show with pictures from their mission trip. The evening ended with the kids sharing stories of 
their experiences and adventures from the week. We thank everyone who invested in our 
youth and helped make the trip to Bryan possible. They can't wait to do it all again next year! 

- Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach Ministries  
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TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  
Please join us for our Bible Study on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The 

study is led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary. Click the link below to join: 
https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES IS MEETING NOW!  
The Fellowship Class is now studying Corinthians! Join us at 9:15 in Room 106 as Roy Hol-
lingsworth leads the class. Light refreshments will be served. Paul’s letters to the Corinthians 
are written to a specific group of people with unique challenges in their community. Follow-
ers of Jesus are held to a standard of integrity and morality as we seek to represent his new 
way of life to our communities.  

The Eklektikos Class is exploring the book Scripting Jesus, the Gospels in Rewrite which reveals 
how the gospel stories of Jesus were never meant to be straightforward historical accounts, 
but rather scripted and honed as performance pieces for four different audiences with four 
different theological agendas. We hope you will join us Sunday mornings at 9:15 in the Fellow-
ship Hall Overflow or via Zoom as we grow in our faith together. All are welcome. 

The Crossroads Class meets in-person Sunday School at 9:15 am in the Library.  
The class, led by Bill Wilkson, is exploring the church year and how the liturgical calendar helps 
us remember and celebrate God’s work of salvation in our lives and the world.  
If you’re interested in how these seasons work together with the scripture to reveal God at 
work in our lives, please join us. 

Kid's Sunday School is here! Come hang with the Beati-DUDES as we finish our Super Summer 
Series "Surf's UP!"   Jesus gave us the Beatitudes, eight blessings promised to those who seek 
Jesus and live for him. The Beatitudes can change the way we look at life and help us to live in a 
way that honors Jesus. So come join us Sundays at 9:15 in Room 102 for a righteous Sunday 
School class complete with fun, crafts and a light snack.  

How has GOD answered  
YOUR prayers?  

As a way to share our faith with others, we 
are compiling the answered prayers of mem-
bers of our congregation, your families and 
even friends. Too often we see the touch of 
God in our lives and we keep it to ourselves. 
Please take this opportunity to let others see 
how God has been there for YOU in your hour
(s) of need. You can submit as many an-
swered prayers as you wish. Either submit 
online via our website spumchou.org, email 
them to the church 
office@spumchou.org, 
or bring them to 
church on a Sunday 
morning. You can indi-
cate if you want them 
printed with your 
name or anonymously. 
By sharing how God 
has answered our 
prayers and changed our lives, we are wit-
nessing God’s love to others. 

Raise your joyful voices high! 
Do you need a little more joy in your spiritual life? Well, 
there is no better place to experience it than through the 
singing of God's praises. Starting this Thursday, August 26, 
Chancel Choir and Philip's Joy begin preparing for our fall and 
Advent season of music. We are looking forward to the future 
with bright eyes and open hearts, with new music by Susan 
Naylor Callaway, Craig Courtney, Mary McDonald, The Bril-
liance, and John Rutter.  
Come join us Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings in fel-
lowship and music making for safe and courageous praises of 
the Lord!  

Philip's Joy and Chancel Choir rehearsals 
resume this Thursday at 6:30pm & 7:15pm 

in the Sanctuary! 
Daniel Zajicek,  
Director of Music Ministries 

        Healing Prayer Service 
All who are suffering, grieving or in pain are 
invited to our Healing Prayer Service held 
every other Wednesday evening at 6:30 pm 
in the sanctuary.   
Please join us on September 1st for our next 

Prayer service. 

https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09


 

 

 

 
Please remember these persons in your prayers: Mar-
tha Alexander, Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Kathy 
Ballanfant, John & Rozanne Beery, Jorge & Rosalba 
Benjume, Averi Brown, Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, Craig 
Comer, Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, Susie Ebling, Ja-
net Ellis, Sam Garrett, Allen Grant, Bill Gruetzmacher, 
Ruthie Hurta, Kevin Lockley, Debbie Matthews, Thelma 
Nelson, Lisa O’Hair, Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann 
Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda 
Sullivan Salmas, the Straub family. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle 
Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoono-
ver, Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Becky 
Edmondson, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, and 
Ann Link. 

DATED MATERIAL — August 24,  2021 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email our Prayer 
Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or the contact 

church office with your request.  
You can also submit a prayer request online by  

clicking here. 

Prayer Requests 
St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is on YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service is available 
on YouTube. You can access the link from our 
website: https://spumchou.org/worship  
or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist 
Church Houston. 
Please use one of these ways to register your 
attendance, so we know you worshipped with us 
online: 
1) Install and run the YouTube App, so you can 

join the LiveChat and add a comment to the 
service. Everyone watching will see your com-
ments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from our web-
site to the SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In 
form, and fill out and submit the form. 

You are also invited to worship with us in person 
in our sanctuary.  Masks are strongly recommend-
ed regardless af age or vaccination status. Every 
other pew is marked off to allow for safe distanc-
ing. 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  

5501 Beechnut Street  

Houston, Texas 77096  

Voice 713.666.2175  

Email: office@spumchou.org  

 

Church Staff:  
Lisa Callaway, Pastor  

Daniel Zajicek, Director of  

Music Ministries  

Ryan Pennington, Organist/ 

Accompanist  

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist  

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach  

Susan Smith, Day School Director  

John Guest, Administrative Assistant  

 

Connect with us! 

Website: www.spumchou.org  

Facebook: @spumchou  

Instagram: @spumchou  

YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Houston  

https://forms.ministryforms.net/viewForm.aspx?formId=5d397d72-9ff4-4b3f-bb46-1b6dfe2b88cb&source=20
https://spumchou.org/worship
https://spumchou.org/home
https://www.instagram.com/spumchou/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q

