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I can’t recall where I heard this story, 

but it made such an impact on me 

that I have shared it twice before. The 

last time I shared it was six years 

ago, and I think it is time for all of us 

to hear it and reflect on its meaning 

for the church again. It is a modern 

parable of heaven and hell. The description 

of hell is given. A table is spread with a sumptuous 

meal. Yet around the table sits a group of sad, deject-

ed, and angry people. They are starving. They sit at a 

table of plenty but can eat nothing. The problem: they 

can hold a fork, but their elbows will not bend, so 

there they sit, forever, with plenty of food before them 

but unable to eat. Their famished bodies wither away. 

Next is the image of heaven. It also is a table running 

over with delicious food. Around the table, however, 

sit happy and healthy people, laughing and loving one 

another. Oddly enough, their elbows will not bend ei-

ther. So how do they solve the dilemma? They feed 

one another. 

It seems to me this is also a parable of our faith jour-

ney together. Jesus desires for us the fullness of life. 

He provides for us a fellowship where we can learn 

and grow. He sits before us a table with everything we 

need to live and thrive, but sometimes we are like 

those with elbows that will not bend. If we are to grow 

as the body of Christ, we need to help each other so 

we can feast on that which God has set before us. A 

family of faith working together, serving each other 

within our church and in our neighboring community, 

and glorifying God –that is the church at its best. May 

it be so with us. 

EASTER SERMON SERIES 
Theme: What it means to have faith in 

the resurrected Christ  

April 25 “Truth and Action”  
1 John 3:16-24 

May 2 “Abide in Me”  
John 15:1-8 

May 9 “True Friendship”  
John 15:9-17 

May 16 “The Ways of the World”  
John 17:6-19 

May 23 “A New Temple”  
Acts 2:1-21 

You’re invited! 
Tuesday at 6:30 PM Bible Study (ZOOM) 

Sunday at 9 AM Bible Study  
(Fellowship Hall Overflow & ZOOM) 

Sunday morning worship at 10:30am 
  In-person in the Sanctuary 

OR on YouTube: St. Philip’s United  
Methodist Church Houston 
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SPUMC Spring Garage Sale April 17, 2021  

After a gloomy start to the morning, it turned out to be a bright day at our garage sale! There were 
almost 20 vendors selling a large variety of items and we had a steady stream of shoppers through-
out the event. Thanks to all who came out despite the weather, and we hope to see everyone again 
at our Fall Garage Sale! 

Welcome Our New Members! 
Welcome RossMary Dalrymple, who joined SPUMC 

April 11, 2021, by 
transfer. 
Ross Mary has been a 
regular visitor for a 
while now and many 
of us have gotten to 
know her, so we are 
excited she decided to 
join our church. Let's 
all give Ross Mary a 

big welcome to our church family!  
 
Let’ s give a big welcome to our newest mem-

ber, Sofiatou 
Ouedraogo! Sofia re-
cently moved into this 
community from West 
Africa and has been 
visiting our church the 
past few weeks. She 
joined our church on 
April 18th by transfer 
and has already ex-
pressed interest in 

participating in the music ministry.   

Report from the Interim Financial Coordinator  
After a phenomenally successful February, fi-
nancial results for March resumed at a more 
mediocre level. We remain in excellent financial 
condition, but overall giving in April (this month) 
is exceptionally subdued. Your generosity is al-
ways welcomed as we strive to make disciples 
for Jesus Christ.  

March, 2021

YTD March, 

2021

Unrestricted Church Income 26,379.79$   128,357.95$       

Unrestricted Church Expenses 28,085.07$   84,639.57$         

Net Unrestricted Church Income (1,705.28)$    43,718.38$         

Day School Receipts 8,745.00$     26,295.00$         

Day School Expenses 7,884.06$     22,739.80$         

Day School Net Income 860.94$         3,555.20$           

Endowment Fund Net Income 1,004.54$     (6,422.55)$          

Net Income All Activity 160.20$         40,851.03$         

Bottom Line Financial Summary

April Senior Adult Trip 
On Saturday, April 10, a 
group of seven seniors 

enjoyed an outing to the   
Houston Museum of 

Natural Science as part 
of an outreach program 
at St. Philip’s UMC.  The 
Precinct 3 bus left the 

church parking lot at 10 
am for a day at the museum.   

The group was permitted to roam the museum and go to any of 
the exhibits there:  Pompeii, BodyWorks, Faberge eggs, dino-

saurs, IMAX movies… It was a wonderful day that allowed every-
one to go to any of the exhibits that were of particular interest to 
them. Following the museum, they stopped at the ’401 Table and 

Tap in Bellaire for lunch and conversation.  It was a relaxing 
outing, one that everyone appreciated as a way to get out and 

about. Monthly trips for seniors (age 50+) are open to all, wheth-
er or not they belong to the church.  The next trip is scheduled 

for May 8th—details to be announced.  
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Tuesday Evening Bible 
Study 

Please join us for our Bible 
Study on the Gospels on Tues-
days from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on 
Zoom.  The study is led by Bill 
Wilkson and follows the Revised Common Lectionary.   
Zoom link : https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?
anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

Sunday Morning 
Bible Study 

Currently we are studying 
The Didache. This docu-
ment may be the first 

church manual in Christendom. We think it originated in 
the late first century, and it provides a glimpse of what 
following Jesus meant for an organized group of early fol-
lowers.  You will recognize much of what it describes and 
some of it may appear moderately strange. 
We hope you will join us Sunday mornings at 9 in the Fel-
lowship Hall Overflow as we grow in our faith together. 
Class is open to all and meets “in person” and on Zoom. 

 

 

SPYRIT Squad Youth News 

 

April Work Day 
Many thanks to those who showed up to help rake 
leaves along the east fence! Who knew there were 
parking curbs under there? The team spent about 
two hours raking and bagging the leaves and it looks 
amazing! Let's all thank Joe, Frank, Stephanie, Jan, 
Charlsie and our youth group for helping keep our 
campus looking spiffy! 

After the work party, the youth took it easy and en-
joyed the beautiful evening playing basketball and 
soccer followed by a pizza dinner. They did a fantastic 
job helping with the leaves and kudos to them for 
their volunteer spirit! 
The SPYRIT Squad meets Sundays 4-6 for fun, fellow-
ship and dinner. We have an awesome group of stu-
dents and are looking for volunteers to provide din-
ner each week. Go to SignUp Genius here to sign up 
for a Sunday. 
If you have any questions or would like more infor-
mation, please contact Ericka Harkins:  
eharkins@spumchou.org or visit our website:  
spumchou.org/ministries/youth 

St. Philip’s Day School News 
The Day School is celebrating Earth Day, which is Thurs-
day, April 22. Our children our learning about recycling, 
reducing waste, planting seeds, and how to help take care 
of our planet. They are enjoying watching seeds grow and 
making fun crafts! 
  
We are currently enrolling for both summer and fall. 
Summer sessions for 2-5 years old are 4 weeks in June 
and 4 weeks in July, Tuesday through Thursday from 
9:00-2:00. Fall is for 18 month olds through pre-K, 3 or 5 
days a week from 9:00-12:00 with options to start at 
8:00 and end at 5:00. Contact the Day School office at 
713-666-2761 or dayschool@spumchou.org. You can also 
find additional information on our website: 
spumchou.org/education 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044dabac2aa7fa7-spyrit
https://spumchou.org/ministries/youth
mailto:dayschool@spumchou.org
https://spumchou.org/education/spumc-day-school


 

 

Prayer Requests 
 
Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha 
Alexander, Roni and Tom Allison, Brenda Ashley, Carla 
Ayala, Kathy Ballanfant, Carmen Benevidez (Carmen Moli-
na’s mother), Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, Craig Comer, Ter-
ry Cooley, Casey Creamer, Dustin Dougan, Edna Duryea, 
Mitch Frost, Sam Garrett (Charlsie Groom’s brother), Allen 
Grant, Bill Gruetzmacher, Ruthie Hurta, Lisa O’Hair, Virgin-
ia Oris, Marie Pearce, Joann Reed, Sandra and Michelle 
Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sullivan Salmas, The Straub 
family, and Gilda Wilkson. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle 
Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, 
Iris Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Walter Boyd, Merlyn 
Bruce, Becky Edmondson, Bob Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth 
King, and Ann Link. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, 
Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christo-
pher Szkody, Anthony Vale and Matthew & Laurie White. 
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St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

5501 Beechnut Street 

Houston, Texas 77096 

Voice 713.666.2175 

Church Staff: 

Lisa Callaway, Pastor 

Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 

  Facebook: @spumchou 

  Instagram: @spumchou 

  YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Minis-

try Chairperson June Kitchens or the church office with 

your request. 

St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service is now on 

YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service is now available 
to livestream on YouTube! You can access the link 
from our website: https://spumchou.org/worship  

or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United Methodist 
Church Houston. 

Please use one of these ways to register your attend-
ance, so we know you worshipped with us online.  

1) Install and run the YouTube App, so you can join 
the LiveChat and add a comment to the service. 
Everyone watching will see your comments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from our website 
to the SPUMC Sunday Service Sign-In form, and fill 
out and submit the form. 

You can also worship with us in person in our sanctu-
ary.  We have masks available in the narthex if you 
forget yours, and every other pew is marked off, to 
encourage social distancing. 

https://spumchou.org/worship

