
 

 

LOOK UP! 

What a glorious Easter we celebrat-
ed together.  We had 159 people join 
us in our two services.  That includ-
ed lots of visitors and is the most 
positive sign we have had post covid 
that things are looking up for the 

church.  We need to hold on to this posi-
tive sign when things don’t look so good. And 

we need to remember the good news of Resurrection 
when things  don’t seem so great in our lives. 

 As a child, I loved to climb trees.  There was-
n’t a tree I couldn’t climb (still isn’t by the way.)  It 
was another world looking from the top of a tall tree.  
Getting down from the tree was where I had a prob-
lem.  My mom or dad would often have to talk me 
down, repeating often, “Don’t look down.”  While the 
view from the top of a tree is magnificent, looking 
down is terrifying.   

 Life can be pretty dreadful if we spend our 
time looking down.  There are things that are dis-
tasteful and destructive and discouraging in this 
world.   It is easy to look at all that is around us and 
get disheartened and frightened, but Jesus says that 
at such a time, “Look up, lift up your head to the 
Lord.”  Fix your mind and heart on what is right and 
good. 

 The clouds may be heavy where you are trav-
eling right now.  But look up.  Above the clouds, the 
sun is shining; somewhere kind winds are blowing 
and the skies are cloudless and clear.  Above the 
clouds of gossip and meanness, there is fellowship, a 
joy divine.  Look up.  Above the clouds of disappoint-
ment, there is a plan you cannot see from your pre-
sent perspective.  

 Look up.  Jesus lives, and by faith, looking up, 
you may see the blessed sunshine and move in the 
calm, pure atmosphere of the Holy Spirit.  This is the 
good news of the resurrection:  Because Jesus lives, 
we can face whatever tomorrow brings.  Alleluia! 
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April 24, 2022 “We Are Witnesses” Acts 5:27-32 

May 1, 2022 “Game Changer” Acts 9:1-6 

May 8, 2022 “Healing Power” Acts 9:36-43 

May 15, 2022 “Who Am I to Hinder God?”  

     Acts 11:1-18     

May 22, 2022 “A Call to Move” Acts 16:9-15 

May 29, 2022 “Breaking Chains” Acts 16:16-34  
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Healthy Living Class—Sundays at 11:30 am 

Looking to make a healthy lifestyle change? Then we 
invite you to join our Healthy Living Class on Sundays 

after the 10:30 am service! We meet in the Library 
and share diet and exercise tips as well as encourage 

each other on our journey to better health. All are 
welcome! 

For more information, please contact Tana Wilkinson 
at wilkinsonsword@sbcglobal.net or 832-298-3578.  

mailto:wilkinsonsword@sbcglobal.net
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY  
Come join the Fellowship Class this Sunday at 9:15 am as they continue the video series, 
"Face to Face with Jesus." April 24th will be John the Baptist, May 1st will be Paul, May 
8th will be Jairus’ daughter, and May 15th will be the woman at the well.  
The Ekklektikos Class will begin a study of the parables of Jesus on Sunday, April 
24.  The class will use the book, “Parables From the Backside” by J. Ellsworth Kal-
as.  Kalas presents new insight into twelve of Jesus’ parables by entering them through 
the “back side” – through the eyes of a minor or unsympathetic character.  By approach-
ing the stories in this way, Kalas releases new meaning and clarifies basic teaching.  Old-
er youth through adults are invited to join this class at 9:15 am in the Fellowship Hall 
overflow.  
Sunday School for children in Pre-K through 5th Grade meets in room 104 at 9:15 am.  
Please join us as we learn about the Bible through crafts, stories, and games.   
Please join us on Zoom for Bible Study on Tuesdays from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. The study is 
led by Bill Wilkson, the link is on our website at https://spumchou.org/education/bible-
study . On the 3rd Tuesday of each month, the study starts at 7:30 pm. 

FOUR WEEKS! 
That’s the time left before YOU perform in the St. Philip’s music Department’s presentation of 
St. Philip’s Tonight, scheduled for Sunday, May 15, from 6 until 8 pm, in Fellowship Hall.  This 
event is an opportunity to showcase the talent (some currently hidden) at SPUMC and, at the 
same time, to raise enough money for some new audio/visual equipment in the sanctuary.  This 
is your chance to SHINE! 
Your performance can be music-related but it doesn’t have to be; it also could be a skit, dance, 
speech, magic tricks…  It does have to be: 

Family-friendly—Up-beat and entertaining—Practiced—No longer than 5-10 minutes 
Sign up as soon as possible so that the Talent Show Committee has a chance to review your 

proposed presentation before putting you on the stage.  Deadline to sign up to perform is 
May 1 or whenever the lineup is complete, whichever comes first. 

For more information or to sign up, contact Tom Wilkinson at wilkinsonsword@sbcglobal.net or 
Daniel Zajicek at dzajicek@spumchou.org, or call the church office at 713-666-2175.  

May 1st: St. Phil’s 'SUP  
Everyone’s invited to join us to 
celebrate an early Cinco de Mayo 
on Sunday May 1st at 6 pm.  The 
delicious Tex Mex meal will be ac-
companied by Houston’s very own 
Mariachi Band: “Mariachi Luna 
Llena” from Rice University!  Y’all 
come and invite your friends and 
neighbors to join our celebration! 

Spumc 2022 Eggstravaganza and Easter Recap  
St. Phil's Easter Eggstravaganza earlier this month was a HUGE success! After six weeks of planning - and donations of 
thousands of eggs, candy, and decorations - our church hosted nearly 200 Pre-School through Elementary-aged chil-
dren for a journey around the campus participating in mini-games, crafts, raffles, and much more this Easter Season! 

This was the largest turnout we have ever seen! We were blessed with over 40 volunteers from our church who came 
together to make this event possible and raised approximately $1000 from donations and fundraising initiatives. 

Church members participated in stuffing eggs, painting boxes, donating food items for our Youth Bake Sale, and con-
tributing hours of work in preparation, setup, and cleanup for this event. Our church is truly blessed and this year's 

festivities definitely had a positive impact on the community - not only in sharing the love of Christ with our neighbors 
but also inviting families to join our growing fellowship. This past Sunday, we hosted close to 160 attendees in total 
from our Easter sunrise and regular services! In conclusion, we continue to grow our church in a post-Covid world - 

always thanking God for our many blessings and the abundance he brings to our church family. Mark your calendars 
folks - 356 days until we do it all over again!  

As of  3/31/22 expenses have 

been $15K > contributions 

mailto:wilkinsonsword@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dzajicek@spumchou.org


 

 

Prayer Requests  

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Martha Alexander, 
Roni & Tom Allison, Carla Ayala, Jenna Bailey, Kathy Ballanfant, John & 
Rozanne Beery, Rosalba Benjume & family, Marsha Bernardi, Averi 
Brown, Philip Bruce, Seth Cappen, Gay Carroll, Trish Carroll, Craig Com-
er, Rebecca Cox, Dustin Dougan, Jarold Douma, Edna Duryea, Susie 
Ebling, Donnie Franklin, Brad Gowen, Marie Holt, Wayne Kaufman, John 
Kemp, Joey Lehoski, Cheryl Little, Sharon Little, Loretta Martinez, Deb-
bie Matthews, Sofia Oeudraogo, Marie Pearce, Roxie Pitz, Melissa Poin-
dexter, Joann Reed, Sandra & Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, Linda Sul-
livan Salmas, the Straub family, William Rud Swan, Larry Walker, and 
Charleston Wilson. 
Our Sympathy to the Straub family on the death of Andy’s step-mom, 
Diane Straub, this past week. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Matthew C. Douma, Ro-
chelle Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris 
Vance, and Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Merlyn Bruce, Bill Gruetzmacher, Bob 
Ellis, Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, and Thelma Nelson. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Barry Curtis, Brian Curtis, 
Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Christopher Szkody, Anthony Vale, 
and Matthew & Laurie White. 

DATED MATERIAL — April 19, 2022 

5501 Beechnut Street 
Houston, Texas 77096 
Voice 713.666.2175 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

Church Staff: 
Lisa Callaway, Pastor 
Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 
Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 
Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 
Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 
Susan Smith,  Day School Director 
John Guest, Administrative Assistant 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 
  Facebook: @spumchou 
  Instagram: @spumchou 

  YouTube: St. Philip’s United MethodistChurch Houston 

Have a prayer request? Please call or email Prayer Ministry Chairperson June 

Kitchens or the church office with your request. 

St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service 
is on YouTube!  

Our 10:30 am online worship service is 
available on YouTube. You can access the 

link from our website: 
https://spumchou.org/worship  

or, Search YouTube: St. Philip’s United 
Methodist Church Houston. 

Please use one of these ways to register 
your attendance, so we know you wor-

shipped with us online.  
1) Install and run the YouTube App, so 

you can join the LiveChat and add a 
comment to the service. Everyone 
watching will see your comments.  

2) Follow the “register HERE” link from 
our website to the SPUMC Sunday 

Service Sign-In form, and fill out and 
submit the form. 

You are also invited to worship with us in 
person in our sanctuary.  Masks are op-
tional if you have been fully vaccinated.   

THIS SUNDAY OUR YOUTH GROUP WILL BE SELLING STOCK 
BEFORE AND AFTER THE 10:30 SERVICE TO RAISE MONEY 

FOR OUR 2022 MISSION TRIP — WE HOPE YOU WILL STOP BY 
AND SUPPORT OUR GROUP! 


