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St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

  Thanks to all who have helped 
with our worship set up in October.  
This Sunday, November 1, we will 
worship in the sanctuary.  We will 
continue to need help maintaining 
CDC protocol.  So, if you can serve 
at a check in table or serve as an 

usher, please let us know.  We will cele-
brate All Saints Sunday on November 1st and we 
will be remembering those who have transferred to 
the church eternal in the past year.  Those persons 
include Bob Curtis, Sybil Gruetzmacher, Trina Wil-
liams, Julie Jerden, Ximenia Townsend, Jon-Ann 
Andrews and Ed Knight. I hope you will join us as 
we remember these saints. 

The pumpkin patch is having a banner year.  To 
date, we have sold $22,728.95 worth of pumpkins. 
We will receive 300 more pumpkins on Tuesday to 
last us through the weekend.  Thanks to all who 
have helped with this project. 

This Saturday night is “Trunk or Treat.”  I hope you 
will fill your trunk with goodies and come to the 
church parking lot to share a fun time with our 
neighborhood families. 

On November 14, we will finally have our Garage 
Sale that was scheduled back in April.  If you have 
stuff to sell, you can rent a space in our beautiful 
parking lot for $25. 

Lastly, you should have received an estimate of giv-
ing card by now.  If not, please call the office, and 
we will send you one. To date we have received 
from 25 families a total commitment of $158,790.  If 
we all give all we can, 2021 can be an extraordinary 
year.  We would like to have all responses back to 
Doug Greenhill by November 1.  You can mail it in, 
bring it to the church, or make your commitment 
online.  

Remember this Saturday night is the time to “fall 
back,” so set your clock back an hour before you go 
to bed.  Hope to see you Sunday 

  
SERMON SERIES:  ENTRUSTED 

Theme:  We are encouraged to accept 
the mantle of responsibility for the 
work to which God calls us. 
 
Nov. 1 “The Rise of Servant Leaders” 
                         Matthew 23:1-12 
 
Nov. 8  “Who Is Responsible for My  
                Oil?”   Matthew 25:1-13 
  
Nov. 15 “Multiplying Our Impact” 
           Matthew 25:14-30 
  
Nov. 22  “Entrusted with Each Other” 
                     Matthew 25:31-46 
  

JOIN US  

TUESDAY AT 6:30 PM 

BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM) 

 

SUNDAY MORNINGS WORSHIP AT 
10:30 AM  “IN PERSON” 

OR ON FACEBOOK:SPUMCHOU 
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TUESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY  

Please join us for our Bible Study on the Psalms on Tuesdays from 6:30 
– 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The study is led by Bill Wilkson and follows the Re-
vised Common Lectionary.  The zoom link is  

https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?
pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY 

If you follow politics or social media or religion, you have probably noticed that we are becoming ex-
tremely polarized. We don’t do a very good job of listening to other points of view and more often than 
not, we witness people talking over each other. Today, politics is the dominant topic of conversation, but 
religion and Methodism in particular have been shaken by arguments and an apparent inability to find 
common ground. 

I would like to lead a study of The Meaning of Jesus: Two Visions by Marcus Borg and N.T. Wright. This 
book was published in 1999 and was written by two friends (and biblical scholars) who interpret the 
meaning of Jesus in substantially different ways. One of the strengths of their friendship was their ability 
to argue with each other strenuously, but civilly and respectfully. They decided to bring their arguments 
together in this book and to share their different points of view with the reader. 

In pairs of chapters, Wright and Borg discuss various aspects of our Christian faith: including  how we 
know about Jesus, what Jesus did and taught, Jesus’ death and his resurrection, his birth, and his sec-
ond coming. Borg presents a “progressive” vision of Jesus and Wright a more “traditional” one. I believe 
you will find you agree more with one than the other, but I also believe you will obtain better insight and 
respect for views that you might not necessarily agree with. 

Leading this class will require your interest and commitment to take the time and energy needed to ex-
pand your Christian education. The books can be acquired online relatively inexpensively. I am reading 
a slightly used edition and have been distracted or benefited by underlining and margin notes. I am hap-
py to order you a copy if you would like or you can order one for yourself directly. 

I would like to see our Church return to a more traditional Sunday School modified by our Covid-19 real-
ities. I would like to meet in person in a room allowing social distancing at 9:15 a.m. on Sunday morn-
ings at St. Philip’s UMC. The room we select will depend on how many students wish to attend. I will 
plan on starting the class at 9:30 a.m. sharp and concluding our lesson and discussion by 10:20 a.m. 
This will allow for some non-academic fellowship when we wander in and as we depart for Sunday wor-
ship. If there is strong interest in remote participation, we will try to arrange for Zoom participation. 

The other requirement is that our class needs to engage in discussion. I would much rather hear what 
you have to say than what I have to say so we will need to be willing to speak our minds and to listen 
respectfully to each other. I believe you will find Wright and Borg to be good role models for how to dis-
cuss varying points of view. 

If you are interested in participating in this class, please email me at johnguest01@gmail.com. Tell me if 
you want me to order you a book and if you are willing to meet in person (or not). Once I have a count, I 
will contact those interested, will order the books, set up a class schedule (for reading and discussion), 
and will announce a start date. 

I will also be honored to share leadership responsibility. If you would be willing to lead one or more ses-
sions, I would be joyous. Let me know if you would like to participate. It will be fun.  John Guest 

mailto:johnguest01@gmail.com
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Trunk or Treat: 

Saturday,  October 31st, 6:00pm - 7:30pm 
In the church parking lot. 

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church Invites 
all young ghosts and goblins to a safe, fun 
evening “Trunk or Treating” with treats, music 
and more!  We will be in the back parking lot 
with social distancing and precautions in 
place.  Enter from Renwick and park along 
the field.  Masks required. 

Please call Charlsie 
Groom or the church office 
if you can participate in 
this event by decorating 
your car trunk and passing 
out treats.  We want kids 
to have a fun, safe Hallow-
een and we need your help. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

If you haven’t noticed how weird this year – 2020 – has been, you probably haven’t been noticing 
much of anything. Our Church is winding down its stewardship campaign on November 1

st
 so we 

can plan for the year ahead in 2021. If you still owe a pledge card, please get it to the Church office 
to Doug Greenhill’s attention as quickly as possible. We know how difficult it is to plan for the future 
under the current circumstances, but every bit – big or small – matters. 

We should all be proud of how our Church is doing this year. We have implemented on-line services 
so we can worship together even when we can’t be together. And we are carefully planning to return 
to the sanctuary next Sunday so that we can actually see each other socially distanced, but three  
dimensionally. 

Financially, the Church has received more than was pledged through October, but we still have two 
more months to go and we will rely on your ongoing  generosity during this critical time. We have 
broken records for pumpkin sales and that will help, but pumpkins will be a distant memory when we    
enter advent and the Christmas season. The Church obtained a Paycheck Protection Program loan 
for $51,400 back in May and we spent all of that by the end of June. It helped too, but it is unlikely to 
occur again. 

Our Day School was a mighty contributor to our financial health previous years, but the Covid-19 vi-
rus changed that. Our dedicated teachers are working to get us back to improved financial health, 
but it will take time and progress will be slow. 

The point of all of this financial talk is that our Church like all churches relies on the generosity of its 

people to serve God and our community. You have been generous and we should all applaud each 

other. But these are still challenging times and the journey continues. Make your pledge for 2021, be 

faithful to your pledge for 2020, and go to God first for his guidance on how to be the cheerful givers 

that He wants us to be.        

John Guest 

RENT-A-SPACE GARAGE SALE 
Saturday, November 14 

8 am—1 pm 
Here is your chance to get rid of all that stuff 
you have cleaning out during this pandemic.  
Rent a parking lot space for $25 and sell all of 
that unneeded stuff .  You can make a little 
money.  The church makes a little money. It’s a 
win-win.   

Call the church office to rent a space. 



 

 

 

 
Please remember these persons in  

your prayers:   
Brenda Ashley, Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, Craig 

Comer, Dustin Dougan, Bill Gruetzmacher, Mike 

Haley (Ericka Harkins’ father),  Ruthie Hurta,  

Boris Orlin, Virginia Otis, Marie Pearce, Jose 

Adelmo Erazo Protillo, Joann Reed, Sandra and 

Michelle Robinson, Matea Sipes,  The Straub 

family, Sylvia Vila, Betty Wilhelm and Gilda 

Wilkson. 

Sympathy to Janet Knight on the death of Ed 

Knight. 

 For Our Homebound Members:  Walter Boyd,  
Pennie Butler, Becky Edmondson, Bob Ellis, 
Marshall Hatch, Ruth King, Ann Link, Peggy 
McGowan and Barbara Upshaw 
 

 

 

 

 

Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, 
Dalton Dottie, Rochelle Fuller, Austin Meyer, 
Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, Iris Vance, Jef-
fery Wells. 
 

First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, 
Brian Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, 
Christopher Szkody, Anthony Vale, and Matthew 
& Laurie White,. 
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St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

5501 Beechnut Street 

Houston, Texas 77096 

Voice 713.666.2175 

Email: office@spumchou.org 

Church Staff: 

Lisa Callaway, Pastor 

Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 

Susan Smith,  Day School Director 

John Guest, Administrative Assistant 

  Find us at: www.spumchou.org 

  Facebook: @spumchou 

  Instagram: @spumchou 

  Youtube: @spumchou 

Have a prayer request? Please call Prayer 
Ministry Chairperson June Kitchens or call 
the church office with your request . 

Prayer Requests 


