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On January 12, our Board of 
Stewards met and adopted goals 
for 2021. They are lofty goals, but 
things we believe need to happen 
for us to remain vital as a church 
and to prepare us to welcome our 

community “back to church” once we 
can begin to live in a “post covid” reality. I 

invite you to look over these goals, which are on 
page 2 of this Campanile, and think about  
specific ways you can help. We welcome any 
ideas you may have to offer. 
 

I also want to share with you some of the  
improvements we continue to make to our  
facilities even during this pandemic. We have a 
new roof on our education building. Repairs 
have been made to the heat in the education 
building and the sanctuary. Joe Little initiated a 
group called “the fixers” who have been tackling 
repairs they can handle. They meet every 
Wednesday morning and invite all interested  
persons to join them. The facility team hosts 
monthly work days to clean up around the  
campus. Thanks to all who have helped keep our 
church looking good through this difficult time. 

 

SERMON SERIES: CREATED ANEW 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme: Celebrating God’s creativity, 
our own creativity, and the creative 
energy of our community in this sea-

son of new beginnings. 
 
 

Jan. 24, 2021   “Creativity in Connection” 
                                                 Jonah 3:1-10 
 
Jan. 31, 2021   “Being the Epiphany”  
                                                 1 Cor. 8:1-13 
 
Feb. 7, 2021    “Never-Ending Creativity” 
                                              Isaiah 40:21-31 
 
Feb. 14, 2021  “Creating Extraordinary 
                    in the Ordinary” 2 Kings 5:1-14 

JOIN US! 
 

TUESDAY AT 6:30 PM BIBLE STUDY (ZOOM) 
SUNDAY AT 9 AM BIBLE STUDY  

(Fellowship Hall Overflow & ZOOM) 
 

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM  
IN PERSON in the Sanctuary OR on YouTube:  

St. Philip’s United Methodist Church  
Houston 

 



 

 

It has been five decades since Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated but his words 
are still powerful. A few favorites come from sermons from his book, “Strength to 
Love,” 1963. 
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out 
hate, only love can do that.” 
“The true neighbor will risk his position, his prestige and even his life for the welfare 
of others.” 
“Nothing in the world is more dangerous than sincere ignorance and conscientious 
stupidity.” 
“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and 
convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.” 

ST. PHILIP’S UMC GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR 2021 
 

1. Increase Participation at St. Philip’s UMC (% Goal?) 
a. Identify needs in the surrounding community that St. Philip’s UMC can serve, and 
develop program(s) targeted to those needs. 
b. Be a more welcoming Church 

· Signage, greeters, language 
c. Improve visitor follow-up 
d. Increase quality and reliability of on-line/remote worship and learning 
e. Develop marketing/evangelism plan to invite more attendance 
f. Bring in speakers (e.g. on bereavement, financial peace, etc.) 

2. Establish improved pathways to discipleship (Sunday school, etc.) 
a. Develop a church 101 class for newbies to church 
b. Develop a discipleship self-assessment 
c. Increase Sunday School and other educational activities. 
d. Plan and implement more opportunities for children and youth 

· Education, fellowship, mission 
e. Increase opportunities to serve for all ages 

3. Conduct an evaluation of the Day School, how it can best serve the community and our 
Church, and provide recommendations to the Board of Stewards 

a. Bring in consultant 
b. Assess community needs 
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TUESDAY EVENING  
BIBLE STUDY  

Please join us for our Bible Study 
on the Gospels on Tuesdays from 
6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Zoom.  The 
study is led by Bill Wilkson and 
follows the Revised Common  

Lectionary.  The zoom link is  
https://us02beb.zoom.us/j85443542736?
pwd=anNEVU12WW9jQTVNaVc3MKzubzhvdz09 

SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDY 
John Guest is leading a study of The Meaning of Je-
sus: Two Visions by Marcus Borg and N.T. Wright. 
This book was published in 1999 and was written by 
two friends (and biblical scholars) who interpret the 
meaning of Jesus in substantially different ways. One 
of the strengths of their friendship was their ability 
to argue with each other strenuously, but civilly and 
respectfully. The study meets at 9:00 am on Sunday 
mornings, either in person in St. Philip’s UMC Fellow-
ship Hall Overflow or online via Zoom.  
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“BE THE LIGHT” 

“You are the world’s light—a city on a hill,  
glowing in the night for all to see.” Matthew 5:14 

  
Each Sunday, we enjoy 
the light cast into our 
sanctuary as we gather to 
worship. We all appreci-
ate the beauty of these 
windows from the inside, 
but why not share their 
beauty to those outside? 
As a way to be the light in 
our community, we want 
to illuminate our win-
dows at night so they 
shine like a beacon to all 
who pass by.  We would 
like to ask for help from 
the members of the St. 
Philip’s family to help fund this project. We invite 
members of our Church to support the project and 
donate any amount you choose to the “Be the 
Light” fund or you can “sponsor” a window at 
$550 per window. There are twelve windows, and 
we will be showcasing each one in the coming 
weeks.  Please contact the office for additional de-
tails or to donate. 

SPUMC YOUTH NEWS 

MANNA BAGS 
Our Manna Bag mission continues to 
bless those in need in our community.   
Please bring any of the items listed to 
the church. If you can’t get to church, 
contact the office at 713-666-2175 to 
arrange a pick up your donation. 

 
Manna Bag Contents 

Proteins: 
• Potted meat—2 small cans or 1 big 

can (pop top) 
• Tuna—packaged or pop-top 
• Beans-4.6 oz to 15.5 oz 
• Vienna Sausages—2 small cans (pop 

top) 
• Nuts 

 
Liquids: 
• Bottled water 
• Juice (Capri Sun) or juice box 

 
Fruit: 
• Fruit cups 
• Fruit bars 
• Granola bars 
• Apple sauce 
Packaged Treats: 
• Cookies 
• Crackers 
Other: 
• Forks and spoons 
• Shelter booklet, Upper Room book-

let 
• Toothbrush / toothpaste 
• Wash cloth / soap 
• Socks 
• Handi wipes to clean hands& face 

Who knew there was 
carpet in the Youth 
Room?! A HUGE thank 
you to all who came 
Sunday afternoon to 
help clean out Rooms 
109 - 110. We collected 
quite a few items to do-
nate to Braes Interfaith, 
and also cleaned and 

straightened the room and closet so they are functional 
again! Our kids can now play their favorite games again 
and are so grateful to those who helped make it possi-
ble - Joe Little, Marilyn Lacour, Charlsie Groom, Jan 
Knight, Dianne Hollingsworth and Jeff Spargo.  

Each Sunday from 4pm - 6pm students in grades six through 
twelve gather for din-
ner, fellowship and 
games in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  This Sun-
day, our kids got to 
see the newly cleaned 
Youth Room, then we 
enjoyed a fabulous 
dinner by our own 
Ryan Pennington 
(thank you!) Then we 
had a visit from Daniel 
to speak to the group 
about some exciting opportunities in the Music Ministry. 
Stay tuned for more updates as we will be seeing a lot from 
them in the upcoming Sundays!  
We have a great group of students and are looking for volun-
teers to provide dinner each week. Below is the link for  
SignUp Genius and if you have any questions or would like 
more information, please contact Ericka:  
eharkins@spumchou.org.  

 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044DABAC2AA7FA7-
spyrit 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044DABAC2AA7FA7-spyrit
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044DABAC2AA7FA7-spyrit


 

 

 

 

Please remember these persons in your prayers: Brenda 
Ashley, Carla Ayala, Philip Bruce, Trish Carroll, Craig Com-
er, Casey Creamer, Bill Gruetzmacher, Ruthie Hurta, Lisa 
O’Hair, Virginia Oris, Marie Pearce, Esperanza Pena, Joann 
Reed, Sandra and Michelle Robinson, Isabel Ruiz, the 
Straub family, Hayley Turner, Sylvia Vila, Kirby White, and 
Gilda Wilkson. 
Condolences to: Phil McGowan and his family on the 
death of Phil’s wife, Peggy McGowan, this past Saturday.  
Condolences to the family of Barbara Upshaw, one of the 
originators of our prayer ministry.  Barbara passed away 
this past week. 
Members of the armed forces: Walter Coffee, Rochelle 
Fuller, Brayden Knight, Robert Rueter, Ron Schoonover, 
Iris Vance & Jeffery Wells. 
For Our Homebound Members: Walter Boyd, Merlyn 
Bruce, Pennie Butler, Becky Edmondson, Bob Ellis, Mar-
shall Hatch, Ruth King, and Ann Link. 
First Responders: Joanna Abad, Seth Cappen, Brian Cur-
tis, Barry Curtis, Roslie Hutchison, Ruben Johnson, Chris-
topher Szkody, Anthony Vale and Matthew & Laurie 
White. 
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St. Philip’s United Methodist Church 

5501 Beechnut Street 

Houston, Texas 77096 

Voice 713.666.2175 

Church Staff: 
Lisa Callaway, Pastor 

Daniel Zajicek, Director of Music Ministries 

Ryan Pennington, Organist/Accompanist 

Jonathan Myers, Percussionist 

Ericka Harkins, Director of Outreach 

Susan Smith,  Day School Director 

John Guest, Administrative Assistant 

 Find us at: www.spumchou.org 
  Facebook: @spumchou 
  Instagram: @spumchou 
  YouTube: St. Philip’s United  
  Methodist Church Houston 

Have a prayer request? Please call Prayer Ministry Chairperson 

June Kitchens or call the church office with your request . 

Prayer Requests 

St. Philip’s UMC Sunday Service 
Livestream Moves to YouTube! 

Our 10:30 am online worship service has 
moved from Facebook to YouTube. You can 
access the link from our website: 
https://spumchou.org/worship 
The direct link is here:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCjbq25
tWtoOwW3wc0v923Q 
Or, search YouTube: St. Philip’s United Meth-
odist Church Houston.  
*Please leave a comment so we know you 
are worshipping online with us!* 
You can also worship with us in person in our 
sanctuary.  We have masks available in the 
narthex if you forget yours, and every other 
pew is marked off, so we can sit at least 6 feet 
apart from non-family members. 


