
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 
It's hard to believe it's the end of June, with only a few more days left until July 4th.  These past 
months have challenged us. It's not easy to be separated when we look to each other for God's 
love and guidance. We feel His presence in our community and it is hard to be apart. I miss 
you all as I know you miss each other. There is good news though as we are carefully working 
on a plan to re-gather again in the near future.

I am meeting with rectors and heads of churches in the Austin Convocation to discuss plans 
across our area for churches to re-gather.  I have also submitted a detailed plan to Bishop 
Ryan outlining all the precautions St. Richard's will take for re-gathering. At this point, we 
will not re-gather for services in the church before August 16th. It is possible we may have 
small gatherings outside on the church property before that date. For example, in the prayer 
garden or the labyrinth. We will keep you informed as the details of small gatherings and re-
gathering come together. Long term, we will continue to record Sunday services for those 
who prefer or need to stay home.     
 
Our campus is pretty quiet right now outside of Sunday Morning Prayer and the grounds 
crew doing their work. That being said... be assured the vestry, search committee and 
several of our other ministries continue their work taking care of the current and future 
needs of our people and the church. Here are a few examples:

• The vestry meets weekly via Zoom to discuss the needs of our church property, 
people, finances, re-gathering and the rector search to name just a few things.

• The search committee has continued their work, proceeding with interviews and 
the steps they must take to bring forth a future rector for St. Richard's. 

• The finance committee meets monthly, but communicates almost daily as the needs of 
the church property and building and staff are not on hold. Please remember the 
financial needs of the church as giving is down. 



• The grounds crew, those awesome volunteers who mow, edge, trim and weed, 
keep showing up to keep the grass and gardens in tip top shape no matter how 
hot it is outside.  FYI... they need help.

• While the staff is not working on campus, we meet weekly for staff meetings. They 
are working from home but will slowly go back to their campus offices in mid-
August. The office phone rings direct to Liza's home office.  

• Some small groups and ministries are carefully re-gathering using social 
distancing, masks and outside venues.

• Other ministries communicate through Zoom, Facebook, phone calls and prayer. 
• The choir and music ministries have met weekly via Zoom to lift each other up 

and support Sunday Morning Prayer.
• Spencer stays in close touch with youth through Zoom gatherings and is looking for 

ways to expand the youth program safely.  He is here for our kids! 

As you can see we are not shutdown by Covid-19. We continue to lift each other up in prayer 
and support. Not just for Covid-19 but for the social issues our nation faces, loss of jobs, other 
illness and loneliness. If you or someone you know needs emotional or financial assistance, 
please reach-out to the church office for help. Mother Kelly and Father Ben, along with our 
lay staff are here to help.  Please be aware we have established a financial assistance fund to 
help with needs and have resources to connect you if you require greater assistance. 
 
In closing I leave you with Romans 12:9-13 and assure you there are wonderful things 
around the corner to be hopeful for! 

Love in Action

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep 
your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer. 13 Share with the Lord's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.

If you can, call one person in the St. Richard's family that you haven't talked to 
recently.  It will make their day!
 
God bless,
 Robin Mueller
Senior Warden

512-497-7220


