
 

Thanks & Praise 2023 Annual Stewardship Pledge Card: 

This year’s pledge campaign is all about how our financial stewardship is a part of our 
spiritual worship. 

As followers of Jesus, we joyfully offer all of ourselves to God— our time, talent, and treasure. 
The giving of our financial resources to the mission of the Church is a part of our life of 
discipleship, as well as a part of how we show our thanks and praise to God. It is not only a 
spiritual practice, but it is also an important way that together we serve God and contribute 
to the work of his kingdom. Pledging allows us all (both individual members and the parish 
itself) to plan prayerfully for mission and ministry in the upcoming year. 
 
This year’s campaign runs from Sunday October 23 through the end of November.  

What is a pledge? 

A pledge is simply the amount of money that you plan on 
giving to support the mission and ministry of St. Richard’s in 
the year ahead. It is not a binding contract, but rather a way 
to help us set our budget and plan for the future.  

How much should I give? 

A biblical standard for one’s giving is the tithe. The tithe initially comes from the Law given 
to Moses, where God’s people were to set aside 10% of their annual produce to support the 
worship life of the community and to care for the poor. Our modern day analog would be the 
giving of 10% of one’s gross income.  

There are some who can afford to give more, and some who might stretch to give less. 
However much you give, the amount should be prayerfully discerned between you and God. 

One’s tithe is not a subscription fee, a personal “church tax,” or membership dues. Rather, the 
giving of one’s tithe is an act of worship in gratitude and thanksgiving to God. Know that your 
church is immensely grateful for your generosity, and every single gift makes a difference.  

How much are we trying to raise? 

We are trying to raise $623k in pledges for 2023.  
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Though the vast majority of our revenue comes from pledged giving, our operating budget is 
covered by a number of sources— non pledged contributions, loose-plate offerings, a cost-sharing 
agreement with our school, and fees charged for the use of our facilities by other groups.  

Where does that number come from? 

Your pledged contributions cover our operating expenses. 

We assemble our budgets by assessing ministry needs and measuring those needs against 
historical data to enable us to set our budget for the upcoming year.  

This year’s budget represents an increase over last year’s ask, but aligns more closely with 2022 
actuals. To say we are thankful for the generosity of our members would be an understatement
— we have exceeded every expectation this year, and that has enabled us to continue moving 
forward out of the pandemic and into the promise that God has for our future. 

Our Treasurer, David Todd, is always happy to answer any questions you have about our 
budget, our methodologies, etc. You can reach him by contacting our parish office. 

What will the budget enable us to do? 

This budget will help us meet the needs of our growing community while also addressing 
increased costs due to inflation.  

Round Rock, Hutto, and Georgetown are all expected to continue growing in the decades 
ahead. A recent report by the City of Round Rock shows the expected population of Round 
Rock alone to go from around 130,000 today to 200,000 by 2040. Given this continued growth, 
we want to make sure that we are positioned to welcome folks into our community of faith, 
connecting them with a relationship with the living God through sacramental worship, 
prayer, fellowship, and study. This budget allows us to do that. 

Where does my money go? 

One-hundred percent of your financial gift goes straight to the mission and ministry of the 
church. It underwrites important ministries like our youth and children’s programs, supports 
pastoral care, provides resources for spiritual formation and growth, funds local outreach, 
covers livestreaming and licensing costs for services, pays for basic operating expenses like 
utilities, cleaning, and routine maintenance, pays the salaries of our employees, purchases 
wine, wafers, and other items necessary to our worship— ultimately, your gift impacts lives, 
and your financial support enables the work of the church to thrive.  

How can I make a pledge to St. Richard’s? 

There are two ways to make a pledge:  

 1.) You can fill out a physical pledge card.  
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Physical pledge cards will be mailed to our current members along with pledge 
packets, but you can also find pledge cards in the church offices and in the 
entryway. Simply fill out the card and mail it back to us (or put it in the offering 
plate on Sunday) to submit your pledge. 

2.) You can set up your pledge online directly through our parish management system, 
Realm. Realm is safe, secure, and easy to use.  

To submit and set up your pledge directly through Realm, please click HERE. If you do 
not currently have a Realm login, you will be asked to create one and set up your 
payment information. Simply follow the prompts and you are all done! 

If you submit your pledge directly through Realm, there is no need to turn in a 
physical pledge card. 

How can I make a lasting investment in the ministry of St. Richard’s beyond my 
annual pledge? 

Though covering our annual operating expenses is important, we also want to invest in the 
longterm future of our church.  

As of this year, we now have a general endowment fund that will allow our members to make 
a lasting contribution to our mission and ministry, impacting lives for generations to come. 

If you would like more information on the general endowment or would like to talk to us 
about making St. Richard’s the beneficiary of a life insurance policy, leaving a bequest in your 
will, or another way that God might be calling you to leave a legacy gift to the church, please 
contact John Dixon at (512) 745-4189 or jdixon1011@gmail.com. 

Thank you for planting the seeds for future growth!  

Tax-Advantaged Giving (Giving from an IRA) 

There are a number of tax-advantaged ways of giving that you might be able to utilize, but 
the two most common are 1.) making a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from your 
IRA, and 2.) donating appreciated assets such as real estate or stocks. 

Making a Qualified Charitable Distribution from your IRA can lower the balance of your IRA, 
which has a built-in income tax bill. Giving your IRA funds to charitable organizations like St. 
Richard’s can help you avoid getting taxed on those funds, allowing you to keep cash (on 
which you have already paid taxes) in your checking account.  

Donating appreciated assets such as real estate or stocks is another avenue for supporting St. 
Richard’s in a tax-advantaged way. If you have any stocks or other assets that you have 1.) 
held for a long time, and/or 2.) have appreciated in value, we can easily accept them as 
contributions. Donating your stock directly to St. Richard’s (as opposed to selling the stock 
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beforehand) saves you from having to pay capital gains tax. We have a separate brokerage 
account for this very purpose.  

If you are interested in supporting St. Richard’s in any of these ways, please contact John 
Dixon, member of the Finance Committee, at (512) 745-4189 or jdixon1011@gmail.com. He is 
happy to answer any questions you may have, discuss any additional tax-advantaged giving 
options, or assist with legacy gifts and estate planning. 

What about our ongoing capital campaign (Walk in Love) that addresses the debt on 
our parish hall? 

Though reflected in our expenses and stewardship materials, the mortgage on our parish hall 
is not considered part of our operating budget. Those debt payments are largely covered by 
contributions to our ongoing Walk In Love campaign that ends next year in 2023.  

Contributions to this campaign are still crucial to our overall financial health.  

Thank you so much to those who have already contributed to this effort! If you want to learn 
more about remaining debt or how to participate in the Walk In Love campaign, please follow 
the link below. 

http://saintrichards.org/give/walk-in-love-parish-hall-campaign 

Sincerely, 

Cameron 

The Rev. Cameron Nations 
Rector 
St. Richard’s Episcopal Church  
1420 E Palm Valley Blvd 
Round Rock, TX 78664 
Office: 512-255-5436
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