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Most gracious God, you renew and strengthen us whenever we answer the call to come 
to your Table at Saint Richard's. Guide us in this bold endeavor by your Holy Spirit. As 
we serve you with great joy, fortify our humble efforts to build this parish hall, not 
allowing our frailties to diminish the important work you have set before us to do; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the same Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 
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We are a loving 
family that 
makes disciples 
in our city by 
declaring and 
displaying the 
Good News of 
God in Christ. 



 

 

Today’s Agenda 

Welcome       Rector 

Ministry Reports      
 Children     Elizabeth Gibson 
 Youth      The Rev. Zac G. Koons 
 Episcopal Church Women   Debra Kyle Green 
 The Brotherhood of St. Andrew   Glen Kercher 
 The Pumpkin Patch    Mary Ann Conkel 
 Community of Hope    Lynell Tutor, Bob Moody 
 Theology Live      The Rev. Zac G. Koons 
 Hutto Small Group    David Todd 
 Episcopal Veterans Fellowship   Warren Gillespie 

Budget and Stewardship Goals    Ashley Morgan 
Growing with Grace Update    Wayne Prentice 
Senior Warden Report     Warren Gillespie 
Junior Warden Report     Jeff Krech 
Preschool & Kindergarten     Christy Dietz  
Rector’s Report      Rector 
The Rock Award     Rector 
Prayer for the Parish     Rector 

 

  

2016 Annual Report from the Senior Warden - Warren Gillespie 
In effect, 2016 was a transitional year of preparation for receiving our Parish Hall and advancing 
our lay ministries for missional outreach opportunities as St. Richard’s looks to extend our grace 
as a welcoming and inviting congregation. 

Our 2016 Vestry organization transitioned from a singular committee of the whole to a three 
subcommittee structure addressing Administration, Ministry and Property.  Admin was charged 
with developing a Building Rental Policy for our Parish Hall facilities.  Ministry was charged with 
encouraging lay ministries to pursue missional outreach opportunities and to recommend a 

!3



 

missional outreach giving portfolio from Pumpkin Patch proceeds.  Property focused on 
assisting the Junior Warden with campus up keep and beautification amid Parish Hall 
construction. 

Noteworthy subcommittee accomplishments include the completion of St. Richard’s Building 
Rental policy extending facility rental options for members in good standing, non-profit 
organizations, non-members and for-profit organizations.   

The Rector, Sr. Warden and Vestry committed to a “Faith Alive” parish wide renewal/fellowship 
weekend celebrating Parish Hall completion and kick starting our missional outreach initiatives 
for 2017.  Co-Chairs Robin Mueller and Jennifer Ibarra set upon a yearlong plan to build 
organization and volunteerism for this transformational event in February 2017. 

Vestry organization in 2017 further evolves into 11 areas of individual vestry responsibilities as 
listed here with individual Vestry member assignments: 

Senior Warden – Warren Gillespie, develops strategy and financial resources with the Rector, 
presides over Vestry meetings, Finance Committee member 

Junior Warden - Jeff Krech, leads stewardship of campus buildings and grounds, collaborates 
with Sexton, recruits lay ministry team for campus care taking 

Worship - Jim Jones, Worship Committee member, assists in worship program planning 

Parish Life - Becca Johnson and Rickey Walker, promote parish wide fellowship and hospitality, 
manage special Parish Hall events, liaison to Great Pumpkin Festival and Pumpkin Patch 

Christian Formation (Adult & Children) - Denice Geraci, vestry liaison and support for Family 
Ministry, recruit Sunday School teachers, St. Richard’s Preschool Board member  

Communications – Robin Mueller, assist staff with effective traditional and social media 
communications 

Youth – Tonja Eaton, Vestry liaison and parent member of Youth Ministry Leadership team, 
assist coordinating activities, recruiting small group mentors 

Pastoral Care – Barbara Geiter, Vestry liaison for Community of Hope, Brotherhood of St. 
Andrew, Daughters of the King, grieving parishioners and clergy, coordinates meals and meal 
calendar 

Mission – MaryAnn Conkel, Vestry liaison to missional communities and expressions of our 
outreach, develop leadership and format of summer day camp for underprivileged 
neighborhood children 

Evangelism & Newcomers Welcome – Bobby Schmidt and Elizabeth Spivey, develop 
attractional evangelism opportunities including the Great Pumpkin Festival and Sunday 
morning hospitality, coordinate monthly Newcomer luncheons with Rector 

The Lord greatly blessed St. Richard’s in 2016 through the commitment of our congregation 
and the courage, strength and wisdom of our servant leadership to seize upon growth 
opportunities and to rise above numerous challenges in our efforts to further advance His 
kingdom in this place.  

Faithfully submitted, Warren Gillespie, Senior Warden 
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Annual Report from the Junior Warden for Buildings: Interior & Exterior – Jeff Krech 

Accomplishments 
• Budget: 

• Finished 2016 at 18% under budget ($12.4K saved). Yay! 
• Property Maintenance finished at about $6.0K under budget. 

• This was primarily due to good fortune and our decision to continue our "run to 
fail" strategy for all systems/equipment. HVAC unit serving Youth Room 2 
died and was replaced(covered by Capital Budget) 

• Repaired Nursery HVAC and repaired leak at HVAC vent on roof in Education 
Bldg 

• We also saved thousands on landscaping, mowing and trimming due to our 
volunteer workforce (thanks Tim, David, Annie, Nancy, Nancy, Richard, Ann 
and those who showed up for workdays!)  

• We also deferred a few projects to 2017.  
• Utilities finished at about $6.3K under budget. 

• Not sure why Utilities was so low, but we didn't water hardly at all this year due 
to construction damage to irrigation system and well timed rains. 

• Repairs and Projects Completed in 2016: 
• Added new landscaped bed with benches near entry (Scout Project) 
• Added new landscaped bed to screen Western view of U-Haul trucks (Scout Project) 
• Added new concrete shed pad and granite drive extension (Scout Project) 
• Added new bed and "sidewalk" near front service drive/parking 
• Relocate plants scheduled for demolition 
• Removed swing-set to make room for new parking lot (re-install in 2017?) 
• Replaced failed Bldg 1 water coolers 
• Removed sprinkler heads prior to site demolition so that they can be re-used or be shelf 

spares 
• Replaced steeple lights with new LED fixtures 
• Added direct drain to storm piping to help with flooding near red doors 
• Completed selected re-painting of classrooms, etc. 
• Completed plumbing repairs to men's bath room (new urinal valve) and women's bath rooms 

(new faucet set) 
• Restored power to Pumpkin Patch outlets and repaired several Patch light towers 
• Added temporary granite walk and mulch bed to outlet of Pumpkin Patch tent 
• Install gutter leaf guards in select locations 
• Eradicated most of the poison ivy; will need to keep tabs on this 
• Got a trailer on semi-permanent loan from Lori Driggers! Thanks Lori! 
• Sold old riding mower for $500! (Thanks David S for the repairs! Thanks Tim M for the 

purchase!) 
• Gardening Team (and certain parishioners) harvested many plants from the landscaping beds 

that met their demise during site work for the new Parish Hall. Several plants were 
relocated on site; more than a dozen made it to other parishioners' homes and about 
eight are sitting in pots at the Jr. Warden homestead awaiting re-installation on the 
Church property! 

• Issues 
• Need more volunteers to help with landscaping and gardening 
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• 2017 budget was adjusted to accommodate increased spending for adding a new 
building, but, although it's a great guess...we'll need to stay on top of things to ensure 
we manage the budget appropriately. 

• Re-installation of the large swing-set was deferred until 2017 (swings were in way of 
new parking lot) 

• Our ongoing investigation of the tower roof leaks in the main building has been 
delayed due to contractor issues; hope to have a plan together in early 2017. 

• The attic storage organization has deteriorated; need to get all ministries and staff 
together to get things back under control. 

• Outlook for 2017 
• Recruit new candidate(s) for Junior Warden term that starts in 2018 
• Recruit parishioners to help with landscaping and gardening. Hey, we already added 

two (2!) horticulturists to the team! 
• Continue to operate in "run to fail mode" as we continue to tighten the budget. 
• Complete the following projects: 

• Build racks/shelves for inside gardening shed to better store gardening tools 
and Pumpkin Patch equipment (lights, wagons, tent) 

• Move storage sheds to new locations 
• Re-install swing-set 
• Rebuild drainage trenches and clean all drains 
• Complete list of exterior building clean/paint projects to support grand opening 

of Parish Hall 
• Replace red doors and upgrade hardware to meet code. 
• Develop plan to improve East entrance from satellite parking next door 
• Re-bid electricity to achieve savings 
• Re-bid waste contract to include recycling 
• Work with Parish Hall operations team to ensure all events achieve the right 

level of sustainability (recycling, etc.) 
• Remove half walls that are in the organ/piano area so that we have more room 

for the organ/piano 
• Remove and rebuild/replace Memorial Garden Crosses (they are leaning a bit 

now) 
• Develop new five-year plan for the site (building maintenance, grounds 

maintenance, landscaping, memorial Garden, etc.) 
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Plan View of Key Property Projects Completed in 2016 
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Plan View of Key Property Projects Scheduled for 2017  
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Annual Treasurer’s Report to the Parish – Ashley Morgan 

As I looked over the last two annual reports as a reference while I prepared my own, I realized 
how truly far we have come – not just financially, but as a church family.  Several years ago, 
Father Stuart along with the Finance Committee and Vestry refocused our church toward 
mission and ministry. We were no longer a small church, but a growing church in a growing 
community with a responsibility to our brothers and sisters (within and outside of our church 
walls). A five-year plan was developed, a staffing plan was imagined, a reserve fund (rainy day 
fund) was created, and a parish hall capitol campaign was established.  And 2016 was the year 
all of this culminated into an action plan with much larger, but very necessary budget requests.   
  
The 2016 budget was a step in faith.  We needed to reach for what we were hoping for and 
what we had planned, then systematically reevaluate to grasp what we could actually attain.  
Our stewardship grew significantly, but not as much as needed. Additionally, the year had 
unexpected ups and downs financially. For example March and April were unusually low 
revenue months, but June and July were abnormally high.  Fall months were low, but thankfully 
we ended the year very strong (see included financials).  
  
So, just like a family budget, we monitored expenses month by month, cut what we could, and 
kept our sights on our mission and ministry.  Our ministry budgets now have dedicated 
accounts with a consistent infusion of funds each month.  Donuts and coffee creamer were cut 
(sigh), altar flowers may now be sponsored, but in the end, we have a full-time parish 
administrator, a growing family ministry, and a flourishing youth ministry.  Our 2016 budget 
anticipated revenue in excess of $710,000.  Our revenue was $592,000.  We knew, given our 
bold financial steps, that a revenue shortfall was possible, even probable, but we are a growing 
church and were determined to remain focused and faithful.  Throughout the year, we slowed 
our savings, and heavily scrutinized unnecessary expenses, ultimately cutting annual expenses 
by over $60,000.  
  
In the end, we dipped into our $64,000 reserves (rainy day fund) by $23,544.20.  Thus, going in 
to 2017, we will still have over $40,000 in our rainy day fund.  
                                                   Budget   Actual                                     
2016 Revenue                     $711,494                     $591,839 
  
2016 Expenses                    $654,404                     $593,157 
(Note: Expenses do not include internal expenses (savings) for items such as our capital 
expense fund or reserve/rainy day fund)                                     
  
Included you will find my Year-End Report to the Vestry.  It provides December’s financials 
specifically, but also includes several prior month’s revenue for reference.  You will note, I 
highlight June revenue to help compare with other months.  As previously discussed, June is 
typically a low month for church revenue with summer travel and lower than anticipated church 
attendance.  But our June was very strong at $55,000 in pledges, loose plate, and other funds.  
If you simply extrapolate this number, our parish should easily bring in over $660,000 if we are 
capable of that revenue amount in a summer month.  
  
While I would love to report excess revenue over expenses in 2016, that is just not the case.  
However, given our great step over the last year, I am happy to provide a report with over 
$40,000 in reserves.   

Although we have not grown our rainy day fund this year, we have grown as a parish.  Although 
we have dipped in to our reserves, we remain determined and resolute with the mission and 
ministry focus of our church.  We will continue to invest in people and relationships…with each 
other and with Jesus! Next year’s budget is another step in faith, and we are getting closer to 
our financial goals.  In just the last year, our giving increased around $100,000.  
  
2015 Total Revenue:  $492,903              
2016 Total Revenue:        $591,839 

2017 Budgeted Revenue:  $700,000 
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Thanks to our Stewardship Committee, led by Bob Pender, and the faithful pledging of our 
parishioners, we are ahead of our stewardship campaign over the prior two years: 
   2015 pledge:    $264,218 
2016 pledge:    $333,292 
2017 pledge (so far): $350,175 
(Note: This does not include the Growing with Grace Campaign—this is operating fund only.) 
  
These numbers alone tell us we are truly stepping up and giving to our parish.  But more 
important, we must continue to engage in the areas where Christians are made, in ministries 
where our faith is cultivated, and where we are able to gather together with our brothers and 
sisters in Christ and bring others into this wonderful church we call our home.  Below is a 
summary of Mission & Ministry Expenses in 2016.  These INVESTMENTS will continue in 2017: 

2016 Mission & Ministry Expenses:  
Church Community $23,156  
Discipleship  $20, 578 
Worship  $23,715 
Outreach  $58,276 

2016 Total:   $125,725  (Compare to 2015: $101,691) 
(Note: This does not include the thousands of dollars given from the amazing returns of our 
annual Pumpkin Patch)  
  
You often hear us say: “God doesn’t need your money…but this church does.”  We need it for 
our youth, for our community outreach, for our wafers and wine, and for the basics like lights 
and air conditioning. Once again, we are stepping out in faith for our 2017 budget, which calls 
for over $700,000 in revenue.  We must all prayerfully consider what we are able to offer our 
church family and this community as we grow in size, in faith, and square footage with the 
addition of our new parish hall.  What an amazing time we are fortunate to share at Saint 
Richards! 
  
Let me say that our parish is where we are, because of the deliberate, faithful steps of those 
before me.  If I may (and I believe I can since this is my report) I have a few notes of 
appreciation I must express in black and white for all to see: 

A huge thank you to David Todd, my predecessor.  He was a consistent cheerleader and 
counselor on every issue and every question I had throughout the last year (and there were 
many).  The church staff, Finance Committee, Vestry, and Father Stu all do so very much that 
most of us never know, so we are never able to fully appreciate…but now, I do!  Thank you to 
all of you for making this church a home for me!  And to the next treasurer, Rob MacFarland, 
thank you for stepping up to serve.  You too will soon know what I have learned about our 
church family – they are as wonderful as you think they are – and even more! 

Many thanks and many more blessings, 
Ashley Morgan 

 

Rob MacFarland, Our New 2017 Parish Treasurer 

I have been an Episcopalian since I can remember, and I have been a 
member of St. Richards since 2012. Prior to St. Richards, I was a member 
of Good Shepherd Episcopal in Dallas, where coincidently Perry Mullins is 
serving. I was Youth minister in grad school, attended 5-8th grade, was 
married, and had both kids baptized all at Good Shepherd. The key is, I 
am an Episcopalian through and through. St. Richards is the first church 
where I felt the Love and Spirit enough to transfer my membership. 
  
I am married to Martha, and have two kids Robbie (8) and John (5). The 
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boys help me serve on the usher committee on the first Sunday of the month. I have two 
masters degrees, and am pursuing a CPA. I coach my kids soccer, and work at TxDOT as 
Director of IT Finance and Sourcing. I am excited, now that school is complete, to give back 
and make a positive difference. I enjoy leading by example, and showing my boys the joy that 
comes from serving God, and giving back.  

 

Annual Report from the Head of Saint Richard’s Preschool – Christy Dietz 

2016 was a great year!  Just a few of the events that took place at the Preschool were: 

• We added a Kindergarten class! 
• 3rd Annual Preschool Sunday 
• Easter Program 
• Spring Art Show and Fundraiser (raised another $3000 for the playground) 
• Rodeo Day 
• Fun in (spite of) the Rain Day – Continual rain and flooding cancelled our annual Water 

Day again, so we had a fun indoor play day 
• Prekindergarten graduation 
• 4 weeks of summer camp  
• Dress Up Parade and Fall Program 
• Friends of St. Richard’s Fall Fundraiser (raised over $3000 for technology for the school) 
• Christmas around the School with Santa pictures  
• Christmas music program 

Enrollment for the 2016-17 school year is currently at 96% capacity.  Our amazing staff 
continued to love our little ones, teach them about Jesus and prepare them for future 
academic success.   

Our preschool is a part-time program that serves over 80 children ages 18 months through 
Kindergarten. We nurture our children’s spiritual, intellectual, physical, social, and emotional 
growth.  We promote Christ-centered values in all areas of our curriculum.   

In 2017, we are increasing the weeks of our summer camp program.  We have also officially 
begun the Accreditation process.  We constantly strive to grow and improve how we serve our 
children, our families, and the community.  It is a blessing to be a part of such a ministry! 

Faithfully submitted,  

Christy Dietz, Head of School 

2017 Preschool Board Members 

Jennifer Winborn, Gina Gunn, Barry Ryan, Brittany Ehresman, Denise Geraci, Nancy Krech, 
Mary Beth Kelly, Stephen Mueller, Lori Warren, and Stuart Shelby 
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Annual Report from the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) – Debbie Green 

ECW (Episcopal Church Women) of St Richards, gather monthly on the last Saturday of each 
month.  We traditionally open in prayer and share a potluck brunch before our service or study.  
Services this year include collecting food for the food shelter, and making up goodie bags for 
the homeless.   

The ECW also works together with the DOK (Daughters of the King) in preparing and hosting 
the following receptions:  baptisms, memorial services, meals for the infirmed, welcoming and 
farewells for clergy and staff and other receptions as needed.  In the past, we have sponsored a 
booth at the Fall Festival, and we also devote time to the pumpkin patch.  Every year in 
February, the ECW re-treats at Wellsprings where we are blessed by an inspiring speaker who 
presents a program suited to the needs of our group.  This year Kristin Braun, a leader in the 
ECW at St. Matthews in Austin, will be delivering a provocative invitation to contemplate God’s 
role for us in discernment.  At the re-treat we gather in prayer at the sanctuary, share meals, 
participate in activities corresponding to our program, and get to know and care for one 
another more lovingly. 

Our goals for 2017 are to continue these traditions with new ministry leaders. 

Our ministry consists of Patty Boerstler, Valerie Hollister, Julie Polansky, and myself. 

Contact Information:  Debbie Green at Debrakylegreen@gmail.com, 512 751-9622 

Faithfully submitted, 

Debbie Green 

Annual Report from Family Ministry of Saint Richard’s Episcopal Church - Elizabeth 
Gibson 

Our ministry at St. Richard’s supports children, youth and their families as they continue 
to learn of Christ’s love for them, and their own call to discipleship and ministry.  To this 
end, we provide weekly Sunday morning opportunities, both through Sunday School 
and Awesome worship, as well as marking seasons and events in our life together.  Our 
Nursery and Sunday morning teams commit to being with our children weekly, and have 
the opportunity to really get to know them as they share their walk with Jesus. Special 
events include Lenten children’s program, an Easter Story and Great Egg Hunt, 
Summer Sunday Fun-days, VBS, Adventures to Krause Springs and Hawaiian Falls, 
Blessing of the Backpack, Trunk or Treat, Advent Event, the young children’s 
interactive costumed Christmas Eve service and our Epiphany Musical. 
Opportunities for ministry include Jr. Ushers, assisting in Sunday School, trunk or 
treat, Awesome Worship, Placemats for Prisoners and U.K.E.S. (Ukulele Kids 
Encouraging Service).  

Ministry additions this year include: 
• Renewal of Godly Play room and Awesome Worship Space 
• Addition of Greeter position in Godly Play 
• Increasing continuity of teaching teams for Sunday School 
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• U.K.E.S. (Ukulele Kids Encouraging Service…to be shared with shut-ins and 
Awesome Worship) 12 members to date 

• Introduction of Posada 
• Epiphany musical Outside the Inn with 30 cast members from 3-18 years old! 
• Parenting class opportunities with Amy Nordhousen 

Goals for 2017 include: 
• Continue to build Sunday teaching teams 
• Work with Sewing guild working with costumes 
• Establish and children/youth supply closet 
• Building a Family Ministries Committee to develop and encourage greater 

participation in our ministries 
• Continue to provide families with resources for discipleship and ministry  
• Establish a VBS committee  
• Provide resources for families on the healing power of music 
• Offer trainings for youth who assist with children’s programs and event 
• Provide opportunities for families to get together outside of church…Krause 

Springs campout, picnics… 

I would like to thank the leadership in Family Ministries: 
Our teachers, Crissy Shelby, Laura Chase, Anna Koons, Shannon & Skyler Jones, 
Lori Diggers, Robert Conkle, Amber Sharpy, Nancy Krech, Becky Anderson, 
Coco South, Mary Ridgeway  
Awesome Worship chaplain, Diane DuTiel 
Our nursery team, Gloria, Deborah and Martha and the many many adult and 
teen volunteers for VBS and special events 
I especially want to thank the vestry and our clergy, Zac and Stuart for their 
loving support of our children, youth and families. 
Know there is a place for YOU in this ministry! 

Faithfully submitted, 
Elizabeth Gibson 
512-963-0054 
elizabeth.gibson@saintrichards.org 

 

Creating Mantles of God’s love one stitch at a time 

Annual Report from the Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Ministry description:  We gather monthly to encourage one another in providing warmth and 
hope in the form of prayer shawls – either knitted or crocheted.   

Ministry Highlights in 2016:  Supplied prayer shawls to the chaplain at Scott & White Round 
Rock; provided knitted caps to fighters of cancer; provided scarves for the Special Olympics 
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teams; supplied prayer shawls to various members of St. Richards for their individual needs and 
ministries including shawls for baptisms. 

Goal(s) for 2017:  to continue this work in its fullest.   

Ministry Leadership for 2015/16:  Lynell Tutor & Bea DeMarquis 

Contact Information:  Lynell Tutor, tutor1981@gmail.com, 512-761-0624 

Faithfully submitted,  

Lynell Tutor 
 

Annual Report from Community of Hope (COH) – Bob Moody 

The mission of the Saint Richard's COH Lay Pastoral Ministry is to serve Fr. Stuart and our 
incapacitated parish family members that are unable to attend church services. The COH 
Caregivers visit and serve our COH Care Receivers and their families with the love of Christ in 
the Blessed Elements of Holy Eucharist and healing prayers. 

Ministry Highlight in 2016: 
The highlights of this ministry are always the love and gratitude we receive from our COH 
Caregivers and their families. 

Goals for 2017:  
Each year our goals remain the same and that is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ and 
the love of God with our COH Care Receivers and their families. 

Please contact Fr. Stuart or Fr. Zac to schedule COH visits. 

Faithfully submitted, 

Bob Moody - Team Leader 

Annual Report from The Cottages at Chandler Creek Ministry – Bob Moody 

The Cottages is an assisted living Alzheimer Care Unit located on A.W. Grimes, about one mile 
north of St. Richard's. On Sunday mornings for 16 years, members of St. Richard's have 
conducted services for Cottages residents, staff and visitors. We offer healing prayers, read 
Holy Scripture, sing hymns and give a short message. Presently, we meet at 9:00 a.m and finish 
in time to get to church for the 10:30 service. 

2016 Hightlights: 
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The highlights of this ministry  are sharing with these wonderful residents the love of God and 
the Good News of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Please join us in this outreach ministry which will enrich your life as you bring joy to others. 

Faithfully submitted, 

Bob Moody - Team Leader 
  

Annual Report from Daughters of the King (DOK) – Mary Ann Conkel 

What is the Daughters of the King?  Daughters of the King is an order for women who are 
communicants of the Episcopal Church, incorporating prayer, service and evangelism into our 
daily life. 

Our meetings right now are the first Sunday of the month, following the 10:30 service.  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask anyone of us.  You can tell who we are by the 
cross that we wear. 

Ministry Leadership for 2016-17: 
Aline Murphy, President 
Linda Parry, Vice President/Secretary 
Patricia Brubaker, Treasurer 
Barbara Geiger, Chaplain 

Faithfully submitted, 

Aline Murphy 

NB ! MM 
Annual Report from New Beginnings Mentoring Ministry – Julie Polansky, President and 
Founder 

We work with single parents who are 18 and older and who have children ages 0-12.  We help 
them to be able to find employment, receive job training and/or a higher education so they 
can provide for their families financially on their own without government help. 

We provide each of our clients with a mentor. Their mentor is someone who checks on them 
once a week by phone or face to face visits so they have a special person in their lives who is 
focused on helping them to complete their goals and hold them accountable.   
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We know how important it is to have a community of loving, supportive folks to help us change 
the lives of our clients. So many of them come from generations of addictions, physical and 
emotional abuse. Others come from families who have stayed on government funded 
programs; never knowing what it is like to support themselves. Several of their role models 
have been their own parents having several different relationships which results in them having 
siblings from different men with no commitment or support for the children.  

We help our clients to overcome the feeling of hopelessness, unworthiness, and the horrible 
feeling of being alone in a world that tells them they will never become anything because of 
their past choices or how they were raised.  
   

Ministry Highlights for 2016  

We had three of our clients graduate with higher education this year.  

Amanda received her bachelors in Liberal Arts & Sciences – Business from Texas state while 
working full time and raising her four-year-old son.  

Jennifer graduated from University of Texas Nursing Program to become a Register Nurse 
while working part-time and raising her three year-old-son.   

Cindy was a full-time student at ACC while raising a special needs five-year-old son and her 
four-year-old daughter.  
Bridget receive her license as a Certified Nurse’s Assistant for Healthcare Careers in Round 
Rock while working full-time and taking care of her four-month-old daughter.  

Because of the donations we received, we were able to cover tuition, books, daycare, rent and 
buy food as well as diaper and other things these women needed. As the year went by and the 
closer these women came to finishing what they felt would be an impossible task, the more 
and more they saw how amazing they were and how much God loves them and provides for 
them. They know, without a doubt, who has carried them through this, sometime, difficult and 
lonely time in their lives.  

Goals for 2017 

Our goals for this year:  

To continue to encourage more single parents to find their passion and make that a career 
To reach out to more single men and find ways to help them with job training and/or higher 
education.  
To provide financial education for our clients 
To provide counseling for our clients 
Quarterly support groups for our clients 

Board Members for 2017 

Julie Polansky    President – Chairperson  
Kimberley McDonald   Secretary  
Alice McDow   Treasurer 
Aubrie Wade   Counselor 
Dokie Walker    Event Coordinator 
Brynda Woods  Career Counselor 
Jeneca Milton   Member   
Robert Conckel   Member 
Gloria Walker    Member 
   

Contact information  
Phone: 512-536-0181 

Email: Julie.polansky@gmail.com 
Website: www.newbeginningsmm.org 
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Annual Report from the Altar Guild - Diane Miertschin 

Ministry Description: The Altar Guild is a ministry of “quiet service”. It’s behind the scenes, 
but a most critical act of service to the church. The objective is the same for any weekly or 
special service: to make each service as perfect as possible.   We serve the Church under the 
direction of the Rector and are responsible for setting up and caring for altar.  

Ministry Highlights in 2016: We added new team members and rotate teams once a month. 
The two special times of the year for us is Easter and Christmas!  

Goal(s) for 2017: Continue to grow our teams 

Ministry Leadership for 2015/16: Diane Miertschin 

Contact Information: 
tmerch@msn.com 
(512) 796-8786 

Annual Report from Choir – Brad Hester 

The past year was yet another example of God's work in our parish through the music ministry. 
The St. Richard's Choir is a visibly vibrant family. They provided musical offerings throughout 
the year for services and holidays. They gave an outstanding performance at the Lessons & 
Carols and Drive a Senior Benefit Concert where, among other things, they sang Daniel 
Pinkham's Christmas Cantata. 
In the fall, the handbell choir resumed under the apt leadership of Linda Hester. Their 
performances on Christmas Eve were outstanding and another visible sign of the wonderful 
work that God is doing through the music ministry. 
The Five O'clock service was blessed to have a new addition, Crissy Shelby who has been a 
true blessing to the Parish. Her beautiful spirit sounds forth in her voice. Please pray as we 
continue to expand and broaden our musical offerings for this service.  
With the help of choir members, the choir room was painted and rearranged for optimal use. 
Thanks to those who helped: Jennifer Bolton, Sherry Frenzel, Barb Geiter, Fred Hay and Linda 
Hester. Special thanks to Matthew Dickey, our phenomenal sexton who helps in so many ways. 
Thank you to Steve Mueller for hosting the annual Christmas gathering, Nancy Flanders for 
being our hospitality chair, Dokie Walker for assisting with vestments, Joan Carlson for 
procuring our string trio on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services, Dave Smith for playing 
percussion and Linda Hester for everything she does for the music ministry. 
In 2017, our goals include: 
1. Continued growth 
2. Utilizing the new Parish Hall for programs. 
3. Beginning a concert series 
4. More special guests and ensembles 
5. Offering musical opportunities for youth and children. 
6. Repair and maintenance on "Edith"  
We give thanks to God for all his many blessings and ask his continued guidance as we 
continue to Grow With Grace. 

Faithfully submitted, 

Brad Hester, Organist & Choirmaster 
Contact: (512) 705-4027  
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Annual Report from The Brother of Saint Andrew – Glen Kercher 
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew at Saint Richards Episcopal Church in Round Rock, Texas is part 
of an international ministry of men within the Anglican Communion who are committed to the 
spread of Christ’s Kingdom among men and boys through the disciplines of Prayer, Study, and 
Service.  We meet each Saturday morning from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. for  

• Fellowship, 
• Project planning,  
• Sharing of personal concerns and requests,  
• Intellectual stimulation, and  
• Spiritual renewal.  

Our lessons each week come from the book Holy Women Holy Men, which discusses the men 
and women who have made significant contributions to the church throughout history.  

We also meet for breakfast at the Red Wagon at 8:00 a.m. 

It is hoped that by participating in this ministry each member will discover God’s purpose for 
his life in order to be a more effective minister to others.  

All men are welcome, whether you come once a year or every week, we are happy to have you 
there. In the end we have discovered that service has its own reward and that life-long 
relationships are formed with men work, laugh, study and pray together.  

Ministry Highlights in 2016:  
• Placed third in both brisket and pork rib categories at the Southwest Seminary 

Showdown Competition 
• Barbequed over 3,000 lbs of pork for the Boy Scout Fund Raiser 
• Served food six times at Pumkin Patch events 
• Most members participated multiple times in Pumpkin Patch activities 
• Served lunch at the ground breaking ceremony for the parish hall 

Ministry plans for 2017 
• Continue BB Q activities for the church and community 
• Invite young people to assist at BBQ events 
• Host a BBQ competition at the church 
• Serve breakfast occasionally at weekly meetings of the Brotherhood 
• Host luncheons after church, at church work days, and possibly on Saturdays for special 

occasions 
• Participate quarterly in helping out at the Round Rock Serving Center along with our 

youth 
• Sponsor Pint Nights at the conclusion of the Theology Alive series after Easter 
• Conduct on one or more fundraising projects to support the ministry of the 

Brotherhood 

Ministry Leadership for 2017:  
Director: Eric Whitfield eric.whitfield.2013@gmail.com   
Assistant Director: Richard Burt rburt79@gmail.com  
Treasurer: Richard Burt 

  
Information Liaison: Glen Kercher gak@glennkercher.com  
Chaplain: Bob Moody bob-moody@sbcglobal.net   

Contact Information:  Eric Whitfield eric.whitfield.2013@gmail.com  

Faithfully submitted, Glen Kercher  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Annual Report for Episcopal Veterans Fellowship – Warren Gillespie 

Episcopal Veterans Fellowship is a community of veterans assisting each other home from war 
through confidential, non-judgmental fellowship addressing the soul repair stemming from 
moral injury, post-traumatic stress and survivor guilt issues.  Veteran service to one another 
leading towards reconciliation at the Lord’s altar and transition to civilian life is our focus.  The 
EVF model is fashioned after the Hospitallers of St. Martin of Tours (a patron saint of warriors) in 
their receiving the Crusaders home from war in the Eleventh Century. 

St. Richard’s EVF meets in the Cranmer Room on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday evenings of the 
month immediately following the 7 pm Eucharist Service – approximately 7:30 pm.  Any local 
area veteran is welcome. 

Robert Hoehn (pronounced hain like pain) and Warren Gillespie were blessed, commissioned 
and installed this year as Hospitallers Novice of the order by the Episcopal Armed Forces 
Suffragan Bishop Magnuss.  They provide leadership for this lay ministry under the guidance of 
the Rev. F. Stuart Shelby, Rector of St. Richard’s and the Rev. David Peters, EVF founder for the 
Diocese of Texas. Additionally, they currently provide weekly pastoral ministry to Round Rock 
area veterans outside the EVF community.  Missional outreach to Texas State’s Veteran Alliance 
– RRC continues as their fellowship experiences slow, measured growth. 

Our aim for 2017 is to continue serving veterans within the St. Richard’s family, extend our 
fellowship to veterans within our local communities and sponsor the Veteran Alliance – RRC to 
maturity. 

Contact Warren Gillespie at texgill@sbcglobal.net or 512-786-8888. 

Faithfully submitted, Hospitaller Warren Gillespie 

Annual Report for Youth Group Ministry – Fr. Zac. G. Koons 

Youth Group is for 6th – 12th graders. We meet on Sunday evenings from 6:00 - 7:45. We eat 
pizza. We play games. We read the Bible together. And we pray for one another. Sometimes 
we have communion together. We have a great group of students who are very good at being 
goofy, but also very good at loving on one another. Treating one another with respect and 
making newcomers feel welcome is a high priority for us. Come for some pizza; Stay for some 
Jesus.   

2016 Highlights: 
Growth 

- When I took over the Youth Group in January 2015, our weekly gathering consisted of 
8-10 people on average. By January 2016, we had grown to an average of 25-30 kids 
showing up per week, with about 50 kids “in orbit.” Now, in Jan 2017, we have 
somewhere between 35 - 40 kids showing up every Sunday night, with about 60 kids in 
our orbit. If you come by the Church on a Sunday night, you’ll see that we’ve outgrown 
the Youth Room, where Youth spill out into the hallways during dinner and game time, 
and we now use the Church nave for our spiritual formation time.  

Summer 
- In the summer, while Sunday night meetings are suspended, we switch to Wednesdays, 
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which alternate between Game Night Wednesdays, and Service Days every other week. 
We went to the Round Rock Serving Center 3 times as a group.  

- We took a big group to Camp Allen Summer Camp in July, with 4 Senior High Students 
there to serve as Counselors, and 15 junior high students  as Campers. Only a small 
number of our students had been to summer camp before, so this opened their eyes to 
a new experience, and our Senior High students were among the most sought after 
counselors among the camp’s teenage volunteer staff.  

Retreat 
- In October, we took 2 vans full of students, 26 total, to Mo-Ranch Presbyterian Camp 

for a weekend retreat. This trip was a great success, both in terms of how many students 
came, and in the formation and friendship that was cultivated while there. The theme 
for the weekend was spiritual disciplines—trying to introduce the students to 
trustworthy strategies to meet God, and getting them to develop their own spiritual 
habits. Each student was given a journal and Bible for the weekend, and Fr. Zac gave 
them instruction on how to meditate with Scripture, and also taught them the Jesus 
Prayer, and about the significance of making the sign of the cross.  

- On Sunday morning at Mo Ranch, in an outdoor chapel overlooking the hill country, we 
celebrated Eucharist together and one of our seniors, Sam Dixon, delivered a lovely 
homily. We also played a crazy version of summer snowball fight, involving corn starch 
and shaving cream. Kids reference their time at this retreat throughout the year as a 
major highlight.  

Goals for 2017:  
Split Up More  

- We’re getting too big to move through the entirety of Sunday night as one big group. 
So, I’ve just begun splitting up our group into Middle and High School during game 
time, which gives the Jr. Highers freedom to play some loud and crazy game while the 
High Schoolers can be next door with me reading poetry and listening to records 
together. In my experience it is natural for high schoolers to become less connected to 
youth group, so it’s important to carve out time for just them to keep the incentive 
there. The struggle here is to find good games for the middle schoolers that keep them 
engaged, which requires a reliable team of adult volunteers so we meet all 
safeguarding standards while we split up into smaller groups.  

Lean More on Student Leaders 
- Scheduling has been a struggle, but we’re finally managing to get the older high school 

students together about once a month for dinner outside of Sunday nights.  

- Once a month, we’ve decided to celebrate Eucharist together as a Youth Group. This is 
a good opportunity for some of our older students to preach, and some of our younger 
students to serve as readers and chalice bearers in a small, intimate setting around the 
chancel.  

- Our older students lead small prayer groups each week, and I rely on them to facilitate 
meaningful conversations among their peers, and to lead by example in praying for one 
another.  

Mission Trip 
- After an adventure trip to Colorado in 2015, and a week at Camp Allen in 2016, this 

summer we’ll be heading to Denham Springs, Louisiana in mid-July for a weeklong 
mission trip. We will be assisting with Flood Relief work as a part of Missionpalooza, 
which is the Diocese of Texas’s organized youth mission trip. Many of our kids have 
been eager for an opportunity to do a weeklong mission trip.  

Ministry Leadership for 2015/16: 
- My leadership team for 2017 includes Tonja Eaton, Mary Jo Davis, Heather Guerra, 

David Gritzmacher, and Crissy Shelby. Ideally, I would like one or two more adults who 
can serve once every 2-4 weeks.  
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Contact Information: 
Fr. Zac Koons – zac.koons@saintrichards.org; (479) 220-9298 (cell)  

Faithfully submitted, 

Fr. Zac G. Koons 

Annual Report for Pumpkin Patch - Mary Ann Conkel 

The Pumpkin Patch is the only fundraiser that Saint Richards sponsors and the proceeds go 
back into the community and a few global charities.  With the help of many of our parishioners, 
I am happy to report that our 2016 Pumpkin Patch was a success with the net amount of 
$53,528.  Our sales compared to the 2015 totals were up 24%.   

St. Richard’s Neighborhood Summer Day Camp       $2,000 
Round Rock Serving Center                             $10,000  
Round Rock Young Life                                       $2,500 
Round Rock Drive-A-Senior                                 $2,500 
Round Rock Autism Center                                     $500 
Williamson Co. Hope Alliance                             $5,000 
Hutto Community Food Pantry                                   $1,000 
Hutto Theology Live                                             $1,000 
New Beginning Mentoring Ministry                     $5,000 
Camp Allen Centennial Fund                                      $5,000 
Camp Allen Children-at-Risk Scholarship           $2,000 
Camp Good News @ Camp Allen                         $2,000 
Mockingbird Ministries                                       $1,000  
Seminary/Seminarian Support                           $1,500 
Honduras Good Works                                                $4,000 
Water for Life                                                      $2,000 
Tractor for Tanzania                                            $2,000 
International Justice Mission                                $1,000 

Likewise, our Great Pumpkin Festival greatly extended our local area outreach as the venue 
moved to Dell Diamond’s parking lot.  Estimated attendance “harvest” numbered 7,000 as an 
increased number of rides, games and attractions were offered.  

I would like to take this time to thank everyone who volunteered.  This coming year the 
Pumpkin Patch will need lots of team leaders and volunteers. Please consider one of the 
following:  Setup and Tear Down, Unloads, Marketing, Decorating.    

Only eight (8) months and it will be here.  Again thank you for helping to make Pumpkin Patch 
2016 a huge success.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Ann Conkel 
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Annual Report for Missional Communities -  Theology Live – Fr. Zac G. Koons & David 
Todd 

Theology Live Round Rock – Fr. Zac G. Koons 
On Monday nights following Easter Sunday, we gather at a local bar to eat, drink, listen to live 
music and to tackle a variety of theological topics. Each week is devoted to a different topic. 
We host a special speaker, we divide up into small discussion groups, and we enjoy meeting 
new friends in the more relaxed environment a local pub provides.  
Ministry Highlights in 2016: 
Quality  

- The Mission Grant we received from the Diocese of Texas allowed us to recruit top 
talent for our sessions. We cast an even wider net this year, and recruited some top, top 
people, like Dave Zahl from Virginia, Bobbette Buster from California, Andy Gullahorn 
from Nashville, and Scott Eriksen from Portland, OR. We were able to cover travel 
expenses for all speakers and pay them an honorarium. We were able to pay Paul Van 
to provide top-notch acoustic tunes to open and close each night.  

Partnerships 
- Debbie Kizer was also one of our featured speakers, which gave us another opportunity to 

explore our partnership with the Imagine Art Community in Austin. Debbie was one of our 
best speakers, and people were so encouraged by her, we decided to host another Advent 
Art Exhibition this year.  

- We formed a very positive relationship with Fire in the Hole Pizzeria by hosting with them 
each week. They’ve been our best hosts in terms of courtesy and service, though their space 
was a little cramped for us.  

Goals for 2017: 
Shorter, Bigger, and Better 

- Theology Live continued to be a highlight of our ministry year in 2016. We expanded it 
to 7 weeks last year. This year, we’ve decided to pare back down to 4 weeks, by way of 
encouraging people to attend every session, rather than pick and choose. We’re also on 
the hunt for a new location, as Fire in the Hole was slightly too small for the kind of 
crowd we hope to attract. We hope to continue to recruit some top talent to serve as 
our speakers.  

Ministry Leadership for 2015/16: 
- Leadership includes Fr. Stuart and Fr. Zac. 

Contact Information: 
Fr. Stuart Shelby – stuart@saintrichards.org  
Fr. Zac Koons – zac.koons@saintrichards.org 

Faithfully submitted, 

Fr. Zac G. Koons 

Hutto Small Group – David Todd 

Hutto Small Group is a casual gathering of folks who live in or 
around Hutto.  We break bread together and engage in 
conversation.  We spend time getting to know each other 
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outside the wonderful walls of Saint Richard’s and are leaning in to watch God at work in our 
lives and in Hutto.  

After bringing Theology Live to Hutto in late 2015, we began to meet regularly twice a month 
in Hutto in 2016.  Whether in one of Hutto’s great restaurants or in the home of one of our 
group, we have had some really great meals. Around these meals, we have and conversations 
about our own stories, where God is in our stories and what it means to be Christian in the 21st 
century in Hutto, Texas. 

In 2017, we plan to continue our journey into our collective and individual stories with God, 
while merrily eating and drinking what Hutto restaurants have to offer or something delicious 
dreamed up by one of our own in their home.  We will be also praying for and watching for 
opportunities to invite others who live in the Hutto area into our group 

We typically gather on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month at 6:30 pm in restaurants around 
Hutto or someone’s home for a potluck supper.  If you are interested in joining us or want to 
know more, please contact David Todd at dtodd3279@outlook.com or through the church 
office. Visit Saint Richard’s website for locations, dates and times we will be gathering in 2017.    

Faithfully submitted, 

David Todd 

Introduction of 2017 Vestry Members  

Warren Gillespie, Senior Warden 
My wife, Sherry, and I have been in the St. Richard’s family for four years after 
transferring from a parish with a great lakeside view.  My Irish Anglican 
heritage extends back to the late 1700’s and I am a 2nd generation cradle 
Episcopalian.  Sherry and I met in high school and attended Church of the 
Good Shepherd in Friendswood, TX.  We started long distance dating in 
college and have been married 44 years this May. 
  
During these past 44 years, we raised and married off two daughters (Julie our 
oldest is a member here). We’ve been active in our previous Episcopal 
parishes serving on several Vestries, teaching children’s Sunday school, 
sponsoring EYC, serving as a Daughter of the King and Lay Eucharistic 

Minister.  Together, we have joyfully pledged a portion of our treasures, time & talents to 
extend His kingdom wherever my careers took our family. 

Two years ago, I entered Life, Part III after careers as a USAF Officer (20 yrs. Life, Part I) and as 
an airline Captain (21 yrs. Life, Part II).  So, it’s 6 Saturday’s and a Sunday every week!  My 
available time to do our Lord’s work has greatly increased and been directed toward our 
Community of Hope pastoral care lay ministry focusing on Episcopal Veteran Fellowship 
outreach.  Two years ago, Sherry and I co-chaired our Growing with Grace Campaign with 
another couple.  I presently serve on our Parish Hall Building Committee and on our Vestry.  My 
parish fellowships are greatly valued while I’m known to also enjoy the therapy and 
camaraderie of my Harley Owners Group. 

I relish the excitement of 2016 as St. Richard’s Parish Hall takes form and furthers our vision of 
spiritual fellowship and missional outreach in this place. 

Jeff Krech, Junior Warden 
Jeff and his outstanding partner for life Nancy have lived in Austin/RR since 
1981. Son Ben is attending the McCombs School of Business at UT Austin. 
  
We began our life at St Richard’s in 1998. We serve together as the 
Gardening Team and help in the Pumpkin Patch. Jeff continues in his role as 
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“Chief Weed Whacker, Hedge Hacker and Limb Lopper.” 
  
Jeff’s background in engineering, building maintenance, and project management provides a 
basis for serving as Junior Warden and Building Committee member. Contact Jeff at 
jnbkrech@austin.rr.com  or 512-369-2562 

Wayne R. Prentice 
My wife Janice and I live in Georgetown and have been attending Saint 
Richards since April 2013.  We have two daughters, Melissa and Jennifer.   

We were both born and raised in southern Connecticut and relocated to 
Midlothian, Texas in August 1984.  I retired from Northrop Grumman in May 
2010 and occasionally provide executive consulting services to Aerospace 
and Defense Companies throughout the USA.   

Our family of four was confirmed shortly after joining Good Shepherd Church in Cedar Hill, 
Texas in 1986.  Janice and I lead the Ushers group, I am the Chairman of the Building 
Committee for our new Parish Hall, and have been on the Vestry since 2015.   

Barbara Geiter 
I have been an Episcopalian since being confirmed at St. James, Texarkana, in 
March, 1993.  Soon after moving to Round Rock from Scotts Valley, CA, in 
March, 2007, I became a member of St. Richard’s. I am grateful to God for 
leading me to St. Richard's.  On my first Sunday I was greeted warmly by Jim 
Mulford.  I knew at once this would be my new church home. 

While at St. Richard's I have been active in the following ministries:  Choir, DOK, 
ECW, Cursillo, Cursillo group reunion, Pumpkin Patch, and Vestry. 

In August, 2009, I graduated from the ACC nursing program, fulfilling a long awaited goal of 
becoming a registered nurse.  Currently, I am employed as a registered nurse/Utilization 
Review nurse for LogistiCare Solutions. 

My immediate family consists of Angie (Mike), who live in Austin, and Kim (Matt), and 
granddaughter, Anna, who live in Dallas.   

It is a privilege and responsibility for me to serve on the Vestry again in 2016.  This year 
promises to be exciting as our parish continues to grow and we break ground on the new 
parish hall. 

 Blessings, Barbara Geiter 
  
Becca Johnson 
I have been a member of St. Richard’s since 2009 when we moved to Round 
Rock.  I was confirmed in the Episcopal church in 1978 at St. Luke’s in Mountain 
Brook, Alabama.  I was brought up as a Methodist, but became an Episcopalian 
as soon as possible after I married one!  I am a native Texan – born in Dallas and 
raised in Arlington. 

We have also lived in Alabama, Illinois, California, and North Carolina and I 
served on vestries in California and North Carolina. 

In 2012 I retired from Texas State University to concentrate on completing my undergraduate 
degree.  In August 2014, I received my Bachelor’s Degree from Texas State University, Summa 
Cum Laude!  It only took me 49 years to achieve this goal! Subsequently, I returned to my 
position at the university on a part time basis.   

I have been married for 38 years to Dick Johnson.  We have 4 adult children and 7 
grandchildren who are our pride and joy. 

!24

mailto:jnbkrech@austin.rr.com


 

Mary Ann Conkel 
Mary Ann joined Saint Richards in June 1979 where she and her husband, 
Robert raised their three daughters.  She is a cradle Episcopalian growing up 
in West Nebraska.  Mary Ann has served in several facets within the church; 
from teaching Sunday school, sponsoring EYC functions, Altar Guild, 
currently is a member of the Diocesan Alter Guild and President of Saint 
Richards chapter of The Daughters of the King and chair of the Pumpkin 
Patch.  Mary Ann's love and dedication to her church and family is absolute.  
She loves spending time with her grandchildren.  There is not a thing that 
Mary Ann will not do for her church or family and she has enjoyed all aspects 
of her continuing adventure. 

Dr. James D. Jones 
Born and raised in Kalamazoo, MI as a Lutheran. I was active in various 
Lutheran churches until the 1990s when I became an Episcopalian. I 
served two terms on the Vestry at the Church of the Resurrection in 
Starkville, MS. I received my BS, MS, and PhD sociology degrees from 
Western Michigan University. I studied at Oxford University England 
1969-70. I have held teaching, research and administrative positions at the 
State University of New York College at Brockport, East Texas State 
University, and Mississippi State University. Married to Alice Jones and we 

have three children and three grandchildren. 

Tonja Eaton 
A native Texan and cradle Episcopalian, Tonja Eaton has been a member of St. 
Richard’s since 2012, serves as a lector and eucharistic minister, and is a member 
of the Order of the Daughters of the King. Tonja and her husband Chris stay 
active with their children Annabelle (13) and Parker (11) and their many activities, 
but enjoy slowing down to take in nature and the outdoors whenever possible. 
Tonja works at Dell as the director of Talent Management, where she and her 
team faciitate leadership development training and coaching. She is thrilled to 
join the Vestry and serve the community of St. Richard’s and Round Rock. 

Bob Pender 
Bob was born and raised in Abilene, Texas. He graduated from The 
University of Texas at Austin in 1970, then served in the U.S. Army in Texas, 
Europe and Korea. He received his Honorable Discharge as a Captain in 
1977. Bob then worked with his family owned office furniture business in 
Abilene from 1977 through 1991. While in Abilene, Bob served on the 
Vestry of the Church of the Heavenly Rest Episcopal. He moved to Austin in 
1990 and started a chain of arts and crafts malls in Austin and 
Fredericksburg in 1991. 

In February, 1996, Bob became an insurance and securities Registered 
Representative and an Investment Advisor Representative in 1998. Bob is the founder and 
President of Seniors Financial Solutions, Inc. and Estate Preservation Network, LLC.   
   
As a Registered Financial Consultant, Bob has specialized in and focused on Senior Estate 
Preservation and Wealth Transfer Planning solutions since 1998. Over the past eighteen years, 
Bob and his staff have worked with a network of attorneys to help over 7,000 Texas families 
protect significant portions of their loved ones estates, when faced with an extended nursing 
home stay, and assist their loved one in becoming eligible for Medicaid assistance without 
losing their life savings.  
  
When not working, Bob enjoys traveling, gardening, reading, scuba diving and a very 
occasional round of golf. He will marry Marsha True Womack on February 20, 2016. 
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Bob became a member of St. Richards in 2001. After serving on the Long Range Planning 
Committee and the Junior Vestry, Bob is honored to be asked to serve on the Vestry.     
 

Bobby D. Schmidt 
My name is Bobby Schmidt.  My wife Kathy and I have been members of St. 
Richard’s since 1999.  We have been married for 30 years and we have two 
married daughters and three grandsons.  I have participated in the following 
ministries at St. Richard’s:  Vestry member, Junior Warden, Representative for 
the Diocesan Council, Alternate Representative for the Diocesan Council, Lay 
Eucharistic Minister, Lay Reader, Usher, Brotherhood of St. Andrew – Director 
and Long Range Strategic Planning Committee. 

Professionally, I have over 30 years in Regulatory Services with the Department 
of State Health Services, Department of Aging and Disability Services and the Texas Board of 
Dental Examiners.  I am currently employed by the Department of Aging and Disability 
Services, Regulatory Services as the Manager of Provider Licensure and Certification. 

Vestry Members, elected at our special parish meeting in October 2016:  

Denise Geraci 
Denise and her husband, Rich Geraci have been deepening their faith at 
St. Richards since 2010, when they moved to the suburbs of Round Rock to 
start a family.  Denise Geraci grew up on a small farm in east Texas and 
later moved to Austin, where she obtained her business degree from St. 
Edwards University and spent almost a decade working in financial 
services.   After meeting her husband, Rich Geraci, they've spent the last 
13 years owning and operating a small healthcare business together. 
Denise has recently stepped away from the family business to be a stay at 

home mom with their three young children, Lori, Jenna and Chris, and is 
excited to serve Christ's call in her life. 

Elizabeth Spivey 
My name is Elizabeth Spivey and I began attending the Episcopal Church 
after my youngest brother was baptized as a baby by an Episcopalian 
priest while my father was stationed in Germany.  I officially joined the 
church and was confirmed at St. Christopher’s in Killeen, Texas when I was 
13.  I have always been an active member of the church and have been 
involved with Youth Group (as a member and a leader/volunteer), ECW 
(serving as President 3 different times at 2 different churches), lay reading 
and also as part of various committees, including Growing with Grace.  I 
am thrilled to call St. Richard’s my church home and love to worship with 

my husband, Toby, and my parents, Richard and Linda Russell. 

Robin Mueller 
I grew up in Sioux Falls, South Dakota before moving to Round Rock in 
1985 and started attending St. Richard’s in 1987. In 2006 Stephen 
Mueller and I were married, raising 5 kids and we now have a grand 
baby! I have worked for Wilton Brands as an Educational Marketing 
Manager for 25 years. I love to watercolor paint, sew, exercise, cook and 
spend time with family! 

I participated in program leadership at St. Richard’s throughout my 29 
years including Sunday school teacher, Community of Hope Lay 
Chaplain and training facilitator. I organized dinner club groups, 
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participating and meeting so many wonderful people! In 2003 I helped establish the Richard 
Mourer Memorial Garden and was the fund raising chair for the labyrinth. I served as Pumpkin 
Patch chairperson and also organized the Fall Festival.  I currently serve as a lector and chalice 
bearer and served as the Episcopal Church Women’s (ECW) president for 5 years.  

Most recently I served as a co-chair for the Growing with Grace Capital Campaign helping St. 
Richard’s prepare for the future! I am also co-chair for the 2017 Faith Alive Weekend scheduled 
for the last weekend in February.  St. Richard’s is an amazing place to serve, raise a family and 
make lifelong friends! God has blessed me beyond measure and I am thankful to serve on our 
vestry. 

Rickey Walker 
Rickey D Walker was born February 27, 1955 in Shreveport, LA.  He 
moved to Dallas in 1963 and graduated from South Oak Cliff High 
School in 1973.  He enrolled in photo journalism studies at Mountain 
View Community College where he met his lovely wife Gloria.  They 
were married in 1976.   
They have one son Justin Walker who is married to Kim in California, 
and one daughter Valencia married to Army Captain Glen Walker.  They 
have two grandsons Glen (Tre) and Jervaughn who reside in Killeen.   
They also have five grandpuppies.   
The family relocated from Dallas in June 1990 where they were 

members of the St. Paul Episcopal Church, here to Round Rock.  Since 
arriving here at St. Richards’, in the past they have participated in Sunday School, Choir, and 
Trunk and Treat.   
Rickey is currently employed at Round Rock Nissan as a Senior Sales Consultant since 
November 1999, and has been there for nearly 17 years.  He previously worked at the Round 
Rock ISD as a teacher’s aide with the special education students,  and about two years at 
Intercraft in Taylor. 

Annual Report from the Rector 

I like the way my friend and poet Laura Fabrycky said something the other day, “Love wins, but 
first Love suffers and dies.” Certainly, her statement points to the New Testament’s perception 
that God is indeed love and to the New Testament’s interpretation of Christ’s Cross.  

My friend Laura reminds me of the poet and priest John Donne who preached, “All [Jesus’] life 
was a continual passion” (Death’s Duel, February 25, 1631). The empirical evidence of life 
suggests that we need what the Covenant God of Israel, the God of everybody and everything, 
achieved in His Incarnation and offers us today. 

The proclamation of God’s good news for sufferers and sinners, like us, is the engine of our 
growth at St. Richard’s. It’s also why our people stay put too. It’s why they find connections 
here. Sometimes, newcomers actually say this out loud. Mostly, they describe their experience 
of our genuine, warm welcome. But we know the warmth of our life together is the Gospel 
flame. 

The comforting word of the Gospel also provides the insight that there is much for which to 
give thanks and celebrate. Indeed the Gospel is not our A,B,Cs. The message of the Cross is 
our A to Z, just like the Apostle Paul has been telling the Church at Corinth these last two 
weeks in the Lectionary. I love how we form children, students, and adults here, rooting them 
and grounding them in this absolute truth. 

I am grateful for our staff. Their assistance and direction in the life of our parish is 
transformative. I am grateful for the impact of Mary Jo Davis upon the life of our parish, and for 
her years of service as Parish Administrator and Director of Newcomer Ministries. She sowed 
seeds of tremendous joy in our life together that we will continue to reap. 
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This year’s budget provided a reality check about our abilities as a parish. On one hand, we did 
not meet our financial goals in 2016. We had to modify our budget, particularly in the area of 
the Rector’s staff. On the other hand we saw that significant financial fitness is possible.  

That said, we made serious progress in our stewardship. If we keep it up we will be able to 
accomplish all the short-term goals set forth in last year’s budget and repeated in this year’s 
budget, although several have been modified. 

In regards the budget, OUR goals for 2017 address a) our growth and b) our commitment to 
serve the expressed and discerned spiritual needs of our parish. We continue to expect 
Episcopalians to learn how to tithe or move in the direction of the tithe, the monthly amount of 
which looks like a car payment in a lot of our households.  

I am excited about the continued opportunities for us to give in new ways, not least through 
planned giving and the Growing with Grace campaign. We are encouraged by pledges made 
in 2017. We are most encouraged by regular giving from households that do not pledge. 

I was bold to say that this annual parish meeting would be hosted in our new parish hall. The 
givens of life are what they are. I can safely say next year’s annual meeting will be hosted in our 
parish hall. I’m certainly looking forward to Joy & Wonder, the cheerful celebration and grand 
opening of our parish hall, with all of you on Thursday, February 16. 

Reflecting on our life together, I give thanks to God for the ones baptized, confirmed, received, 
who reaffirmed their faith, and who were married at St. Richard’s in 2016. 

Baptism 
Cole T. Willis 
Lilianna J. Binetti 
Mary Elizabeth Hays Davis 
Christopher L. Corbitt 
Monica F. Pursley 
Caleb T. Beauchamp 
Topher L. Beauchamp 
Silas K. Gutierrez 
Ava R. Latham 
Quinlain B. South 
Katelin L. Taylor 
Annabella A. Cline 

Confirmation 
Chyrl Christine 
Talmdedge C. Matts 
Aubrie A. Wade 
Casey C. Wade 
Griffin D. Battles 
Morgan E. Brown 
Ethan A. Burt 
Ella R. Byrd 
Emily R. Chase 
Jack B. Dixon 
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Skyler R. Jones 
Connor C. Malek 
Cadence E. Ward 
Justin A. Yates 
Robert A. Ballard 
Richard R. Barbor 
Christopher L. Corbitt 
Monica F. Pursley 
Susan K. Robertson 

Marriage 
Katie R. Miertschin and Jason R. Atnip 
Marsha T. Womack and Robert C. Pender 
Pamela A. Dent and Peter H. Dent 
Gradie L. Wallace and John David R. Studdard 

And we commend to God those who have died this year and were buried from our parish,  

Burials 
Robin Updegraff Collins 
David Lee MacEwan  
Harriett Lee Moody  
Robert Kenneth DeMarquis  
Mary Margarett Barbour 
Ralph Brenneman  

May their souls, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy (and passibility) of God, 
rest in peace. 

Dear friends, in all our comings and goings, in the all the chances and changes of this life, and 
in and all the cares and occupations of our life, may we remember that we are ever walking in 
God’s sight. Most certainly, He holds you and the ones you love as the apple of His eye.  
+ Amen. 

Faithfully submitted, 

The Rev. F. Stuart Shelby, Rector 
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Faith Alive is a spiritual renewal program that takes place over the weekend at 
our church. The weekend provides programs for everyone: adults, teens, and 
children.  We enjoy meals together, welcome out-of-town visitors who share 
their faith journey with us, meet in groups, worship God as we sing, and get to 
know each other better. This event is open to the entire community and is $10 
per individual, $25 per family.  You may register on our website at 
saintrichards.org under the Faith Alive tab at the top. We hope to see you 
there! 
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