
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

A Child Safety Information Series † Diocese of Colorado Springs 
 

Human Trafficking: A Problem in Colorado? 
 

Many people think that human trafficking is only a problem in faraway countries, not here in our own backyard. Satan rejoices 
when evil can occur unrecognized and even have its existence denied. So let’s be clear: human trafficking of all kinds is 
present in Colorado. The Front Range/I-25 Corridor is reportedly an area of high human trafficking activity but this crime 
occurs in every corner of Colorado. Surprisingly, 12% of the trafficking cases in the entire United States occur in Colorado.  
 
Human trafficking is modern-day slavery and involves the use of force, fraud, or coercion to obtain some type of labor or 
commercial sex act. While victims of human trafficking are from diverse ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds, there are 
some risk factors that human traffickers will exploit. Those most vulnerable are homeless, victims of abuse (sexual, domestic 
violence, and/or substance) and live in poverty. Runaway youth are among the most vulnerable; 1 in 3 runaways are 
approached by a human trafficker within the first 48 hours of running away. Foreign nationals, both undocumented and 
temporary visa holders, are particularly vulnerable to exploitation. Familial trafficking is when a family member sexually 
exploits another family member, usually a child. Children who are trafficked by family members are usually abused as early as 
from birth and grow up believing this to be normal behavior.  

Indicators of Human Trafficking (red flags, some frequently reported to the national hotline): 

Labor Trafficking: Workplace restrictions and abuse, debt bondage, recruitment fraud, document confiscation, 
unpaid or paid very little, multiple people in a cramped space, monitored movement/communication and physical or 
sexual abuse 

Sex Trafficking: Controlling/dominating relationships, child under the age of 18 is providing commercial sex acts, 
engaged in commercial sex under a “manager,” document confiscation, lack of control of personal finances, answers 
appear to be scripted and rehearsed, monitored movement/communication, and physical or sexual abuse 

A few ways to help fight human trafficking: 

• Promote awareness of National and Colorado Human Trafficking Hotlines. 
o National – 1-888-373-7888 
o Colorado – 1-866-455-5075 

• Report any suspected incidents of human trafficking. Call the numbers above or, for urgent situations, call 911. 
• Learn more about human trafficking and promote awareness by educating your friends and family. 

o Share hotline numbers and other info on social media 
o Visit the Laboratory to Combat Human Trafficking – combathumantrafficking.org 
o Visit the Department of Homeland Security, Blue Campaign – dhs.gov/blue-campaign 
o Visit the USCCB Anti-Trafficking Program site –usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program 
o Visit the Global Slavery Index – globalslaveryindex.org 

• Check to see if your parish has a ministry that helps victims of human trafficking and volunteer or donate. 
• Donate to and volunteer with local or national anti-trafficking organizations. Our local organization in Colorado 

Springs is the Human Trafficking Task Force of Southern Colorado – ht-colorado.org  
• Donate to organizations that assist human trafficking victims. 
• Do not contribute to the demand for sex trafficking. 
• Be a conscientious consumer. Check your slavery footprint at slaveryfootprint.org. Check out the Department of 

Labor’s List of Goods Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor at www.dol.gov  
• Buy fair trade and survivor-made products. Check out sistersagainsttrafficking.org for a list of slave-free goods and 

services. 
• Find out what your local, state and federal government representatives                                                                                                 

are doing to address the problem of human trafficking. Meet with them,                                                                             
call them, write them, and encourage them to work on combating the                                                                                                                                          
problem. A good resource on what lawmakers are doing across the U.S.:                                                                  
Shared Hope International, sharedhope.org   

Information from Polaris Project, U.S. Departments of State and Homeland Security, and Shared Hope International 

The Diocese of Colorado Springs 
Office of Child and Youth Protection 

228 North Cascade Avenue 
Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

719-636-2345 
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