
MAIN POINT: 
 God works even 

through the defeat of 
sinful leaders tobring 

about His plan. 

UNIT 9   |   SESSION 4

THE HUMILIATION OF THE PROUD
Judges 14:8-9; 16:4-5,16-17,21-22, 26-30

HIS STORY

• How should we turn to God’s Word for it to speak into our decisions, both 
the major ones and the everyday ones?

• Like Samson, what are some areas of your life that you are consistently 
tempted to pursue your own desires and compromise in?

• When have you seen pride lead to danger for you or someone else?

• What are some ways people compromise their beliefs, ethics, or promises 
for their comfort?

• It took humiliation and weakness to finally get Samson’s attention. What 
are some circumstances God can use (or has used) to get our attention 
and draw us back to Him?

• Essential Doctrine

Sin as Selfishness  |  When we sin, we are acting out of a selfish attitude and mind-set that assumes 
our action will lead us to more happiness than if we were to obey God. Because sin is manifested in our 
tendency to be “curved inward” toward self, it is the opposite of love. Love looks outwardly to place 
others before oneself, operating from the mind-set that others are more important (Phil. 2:3). Where 
sin selfishly seeks personal gratification and happiness, love works for the joy of others in the hopes of 
making others happy in God.

FOR STUDENTS



Christ Connection

Samson’s downfall was the result of his own pride and disobedience, and yet God used his death to 
begin the deliverance of His people. Jesus’ death was the result of His perfect obedience to pay for our 
disobedience. God used Christ’s death to bring deliverance “once for all” for His people.

OUR MISSION

HEAD

• What are some consequences of pride we see in the life of Samson?

• How does the story of Samson encourage you to use your God-given gifts 
for His glory and not your own?

HEART

• Why shouldn’t we live a “minimalist Christianity,” which is essentially the 
mind-set that asks of us only the bare amount one can do and still be a 
Christian?

• Like Samson’s actions reflecting his heart not being in the right place, 
what have your actions communicated about your heart recently?

HANDS 

• Like Samson, what successes in your life might lead you to put your trust 
in yourself rather than in God?

• How can we maintain a strong sense of dependence on God?


