
MAIN POINT: 
 God responds 

to whoever calls 
on His mercy.

UNIT 8   |   SESSION 2

THE PROMISE OF VICTORY
Joshua 2:8-13;6:15-17, 20-25

HIS STORY

• What do you “know” about the Lord? In what ways might you feel like you 
understand God without “knowing” Him?

• Describe the moment you went from merely knowing about God to 
placing your life in His hands?

• What questions do you think you might have had after hearing Joshua’s 
instructions?

• Have you ever questioned something you sensed God leading you to do? If 
so, how did you respond?

• When have you trusted in God and later saw Him come through in a 
powerful way? How did you feel? 

• What are some ways that God has showed you unexpected kindness, 
mercy, and grace that exceeded your expectations?

Essential Doctrine

People of God  |  Scripture describes the church as “the people of God” (2 Cor. 6:16). Comprised 
of both Jew and Gentile, the church is created by God through the atoning death of Christ. The 
term “church” is used in two senses—of individual local churches composed of people who have 
covenanted together under the lordship of Christ and of the universal church composed of all believers 
in Christ in all times. As the people of God, the church seeks to live under God’s ruling care while we 
are protected and cared for by Him.

Christ Connection

Rahab recognized God’s future victory and appealed to the spies for mercy so she would be spared 
from the coming destruction. When Jericho fell, Rahab received mercy and was brought in to become 
part of the people of God. Whoever trusts in Jesus and appeals to Him for mercy is spared from the 
judgment of sin and is brought in to become part the church.  

In Defense

When it comes to the driving out of these people groups from the promised land, it is important 
to remember that God was willing to wait about 430 years because “the iniquity of the Amorites 
[a Canaanite people group] has not yet reached its full measure” (Gen. 15:16). In other words, 
Israel’s conquering of this land was a form of judgment by God in light of the people’s sins. And to 
demonstrate the long-suffering patience of God, He waited more than four hundred before finally 

FOR STUDENTS



judging them for their unrepentant sins. 

What kind of wickedness did the Canaanites keep pursuing? All kinds of sexual sin, even as far as 
incest and bestiality, in addition to child sacrifice (Lev. 18:20-30), among others. According to one 
biblical scholar, “The evidence for profound moral corruption was abundant. God considered them 
ripe for divine judgment, which would be carried out in keeping with God’s saving purposes in 
history.” 

Not only that, but in regard to the seemingly harsh language of destroying everyone, “the average 
person isn’t going to pick up on the fact that this stereotypical ancient Near Eastern language actually 
describes attacks on military forts or garrisons, not general populations that included women and 
children. There is no archaeological evidence of civilian populations at Jericho or Ai. ... The use of 
‘women’ and ‘young and old’ was merely stock ancient Near Eastern language that could be used even 
if women and young and old weren’t living there. The language of ‘all’ (‘men and women’) at Jericho 
and Ai is a ‘stereotypical expression for the destruction of all human life in the fort, presumably 
composed entirely of combatants.’”

OUR MISSION

HEAD

• How does Rahab’s story reflect our own?

• How have you seen your understanding of God and your faith grow and 
mature since you first believed?

HEART

• What does this story teach us about trusting God and His plan for our 
lives?

• How have you seen God use you and your experiences for His glory?

HANDS 

• How is God’s grace on display in this story?

• How can Rahab’s story challenge us when it comes to sharing the gospel 
with others today?


