
MAIN POINT: 
God warns of the 
consequences of 

unfaithfulness to Him.

UNIT 7   |   SESSION 4

THE PROMISE OF GOD’S PRESENCE
Deuteronomy 31:14-23; 32:44-47

HIS STORY

• Where have we seen other instances of God meeting with His people?

• How can the biblical motif of God dwelling among His people help us in 
those moments when we feel as if He isn’t near?

• How does God’s response to the Israelites’ idolatry serve as a warning to 
us about harboring modern-day idols of the heart?

• Why do you think God wanted this message to be communicated through 
song?

• How are we beneficiaries of God’s faithfulness to the Israelites? What 
does this say about His love for the nations today?

Essential Doctrine

Enslaved to Sin  |  Because of the fall of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden, all of humanity has 
inherited a sin nature that inclines them toward sin and rebellion. Human beings are enslaved to sin 
(Rom. 6:17), continually living with the propensity to transgress God’s commandments whenever 
possible. It isn’t until one experiences salvation through the work of Christ that he or she is able to 
overcome sin’s enslavement through the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:2).

FOR STUDENTS



Christ Connection

Despite the people’s ongoing sinful rebellion, God promised to be with them and provided them with 
words of life.  Jesus is the Word of God who paid the penalty of our sin so that we might have life and 
relationship with God. 

In Defense

In this account we see a strong  and powerful motif within Scripture in that God wants to dwell 
among us! The Creator of the universe, the holy and all-powerful God, wants to be involved in the 
day-to-day aspects of our lives. This fundamental Christian theme is radically different from the other 
religions of the world. For them, it is about working our way to God, while Christianity is about 
God coming down to dwell among us. Theirs are religions of earning enough credits to somehow 
please God and be rewarded by Him, whereas Christianity is about receiving God’s gift of friendship 
and righteousness through the reconciling work of His Son, Jesus Christ, which results in life-long 
communion with Him that extends to all eternity.

OUR MISSION

HEAD

• Was there a time when you lived on the borrowed faith of someone else? 
At what point did that begin to change?

• Why is it important that we own our faith and not inherit it from someone 
else?

HEART

• How does the warning for Israel serve as a warning for us today?

• What are some specific warnings, reminders, and promises within 
Scripture that have helped you fight against temptation?

HANDS 

• What can you do this week to help you internalize God’s word in your 
heart? What can you do to help pass this on to the next generation in your 
church today?

• How can we prevent our hearts from seeing God’s Word as either 
obligatory or obsolete?


