
TCC Mexico “M8” Project Information 
 

 
The Goals of this project are several: 
 

1. Continue developing our relationship with our partners at Agua Viva Ministries. We want to continue to 
effectively “Link Arms” around the world under God’s guidance. 

2. Serve Agua Viva Ministries and The Lord by coming alongside them (AVM) in the ministry they have planned. 
Our primary focus will be working with their large youth camp, specifically leading competition/games, crafts, 
and other supportive/serving roles. This is a huge part of the evangelism and discipleship of hundreds of local 
youth! 

3. Provide each person the opportunity and encouragement to develop an ever-increasing maturity and intimacy 
in Jesus Christ before we go, which will demonstrate itself and continue to grow while on the project. 

4. Team M8 will come back to our TCC family having caught the vision of the joy of serving God on mission! They 
will be instrumental in igniting passion at TCC for following Jesus with whole-hearted abandon, as well as 
holding up the value of the AVM partnership and ministry.  

Note: The Agua Viva Ministries/TCC partnership represents an important facet of TCC missions, as we look to 
go to our “Samaria”. TCC ministers to our “Judea” in local Reach, “ends of the earth” in El Shaddai/Uganda 
missions, while AVM represents a partnership in our “Samaria”.   

 

TEAM “M8” PROJECT DATES: April 13-20, 2019 
 

Heading south: The team will meet at 7:00 AM at TCC on Saturday morning, April 13, and we will plan to leave 
by 8:00 AM. We will drive about 7-8 hours to a church in Long Beach, where we will spend the night. On 
Sunday morning the team will attend the church service, then leave Long Beach and complete the journey to 
the Agua Viva Ministries compound, about 30 minutes inland from Ensenada.  
Heading home: The team will depart AVM on Friday morning, April 19, and drive to Long Beach again spend 
the night. The team will travel home to Grass Valley on Saturday, April 20, and expect to arrive at TCC around 
5:00 PM . Team members will contact their families with exact timing on Saturday afternoon as we travel. 
Team members will need to provide their own transportation from TCC. Rented vehicles will be our primary 
mode of transportation.  
 
 

Team Meeting Dates and details:  
 

- December 16 and January 27, 10:45 (during 2nd service), in the conference room – Meet by the coffee 
bar at 10:40. These are Information meetings (they are identical, so you only need to attend one), to go 
over details and answer questions. These are great to attend to confirm if indeed you are being called to 
go. 

- February 24 – Team meeting #1 (Deadline to submit application & application fee) – 10:45 AM, in the 
TCC Conference Room – Meet by the Coffee bar at 10:40. 
March 10 – Team meeting #2. 12:30 in the Student room (by the coffee bar). You MUST bring your 
passport and AVM documents, including notarized documents for students)  
March 24- Team meeting #3. 12:30 in the Student room (by the coffee bar). More planning, team 
building, preparation, etc. 
 



April 7 - (Full support must be in by this date; any balance due will be the responsibility of each team 
member on this date) Prayer for the M8 team at both TCC services. All team members must attend, plus 
the team may meet that morning (time and location TBA), so please set aside the entire morning, please. 
 

 
COST: 

• This year it costs $450 per person ($400 for students!), although monies that are raised 
in excess of that amount will go to the team fund (cannot/will not be reimbursed). This 
amount does not include the items below, to be handled by each individual: 

- Passport/card (if you don’t have one) – Can be up to $200 depending on time constraints, but 
much less if you get right no this, and nothing if you already have one! 

- Around $50 -100 travel/food money (to be carried with you). This can be a bit more or less. We 
will talk about this in our team meetings, to help you determine how much to bring. 

- Immunizations (this is at your discretion, none are required to travel to Mexico) – to be paid by 
each participant to the medical provider. 

 
To summarize: You will be “personally responsible” to provide $50 for the deposit (#2 below), passport costs 
and the “travel money” (in the above list), and any immunizations. The rest of the money will be raised largely 
(if not exclusively) through support letters.  
 
WHAT’S INVOLVED: 

 
1. Fill out an application, although we ask that you pray to be sure God is calling you! We want your 

involvement on the team to be HIS good idea, not just yours!  
 

2. Be prepared to make a $50 application fee (non-refundable if accepted on the team) when you turn in 
your application. If there is a problem with this please speak to the leaders about it privately. (Final date 
to submit application & deposit is February 24.) 
 

3. Develop a prayer and support team that will partner with you (prayer and/or financial) for this project. 
We will guide you in writing a letter to gather that support. We ask you to send a minimum of 20 letters 
to people you are in relationship with, asking them to partner with you. We will review how to write 
letters together on February 24. Letters should be written and mailed no later than March 2 in order 
to give supporters enough time to respond.  

 
4. Obtain medical clearance  

a. General health check/physical, as needed. You should be in good health! 
b. Make sure your medical insurance is in place and up to date, check on travel provisions. You 

must be insured to take part in this trip. (If this is an issue, talk to leadership about it.) 
c. Immunizations (if you choose) – Again, not required. 

 
5. Get your Passport/card up to date and in hand ASAP! Start this process NOW, if you don’t have one 

already. You can find Passport information and download forms online at 
http://www.usps.com/passport/. Walk-in hours are available in Auburn, or you can make an 
appointment at Placerville or Tahoe City. You can get Passport photos taken at most mail offices. 
(PostNet, UPS store, etc.). Also, please note that your passport needs to be good more than 6 months 
beyond the return date. If it runs out prior to 6 months after you return you must get it renewed! 

 

http://www.usps.com/passport/


6. Attend all team pre-project meetings, 3 in all (after the information meetings). Meetings take place on 
Sundays. These meetings will prepare us for the cross-cultural experience, get each member spiritually 
prepared, help us become a team and family before we go, as well as to prepare for the tasks needed to 
serve Agua Viva Ministries. 

 
7. You will be asked and expected to read all training materials, and possibly excerpts from various short-

term missions books. These will help us prepare our heads and hearts so God can maximize our ministry 
as a team!! (And yes, as individuals, too, but we may as well start now: It is all about TEAM, and not 
about us as individuals!)  
 

8. REMEMBER: If God is calling you on this project, He will provide for you!! 
 

9. Commit to be a part of the TCC Global Impact team, functioning as a team member serving under the 
vision and direction of the TCC Global Ministry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Guidelines for writing Global Support Letters 
 
Include the following information in a one-page letter: (see attached sample) 

1. Information about the specific project/partnership. Include: 
a. Brief important and interesting information about where we are going. 
b. Description of what the team will be doing. (Why are we going?) 

 
2. Why YOU are going on this project. Include: 

a. Your calling from God (why you feel led to go), and what excites you. 
 
3. Ask them to consider becoming a prayer partner for you. 

a. Stress the essential nature of having significant prayer support for this project, before, during and 
after the actual trip. 

b. Let them know that you prayed about who you would invite onto your support team, and their 
name came to mind! 

 
4. AFTER #3, let them know what the trip will cost financially.  

a. You may mention that this sounds like a lot of money to you (if it does), but you trust that as God is 
calling you He will also provide a way for you to go. 

b. Invite them to partner with you and the team financially on TOP of their prayer partnership, and 
suggest they give as much or as little as they feel led.  

c. Stress the importance of their partnering with you in prayer even if they don’t contribute to the 
team or the trip financially. 

d. You MUST include the following line to every letter: “By law no “refunds” are allowed to donors, 
so if this trip is cancelled your donation will be used for future important Global projects.” 

 
5. Give clear instructions on how they should respond 

a. Return the “Global Partnership Response Card” to YOU in the enclosed self-addressed stamped 
envelope that you provide (option on the stamp). 

b. If they choose to give financially  
i. All checks should be payable to TCC. 

ii. Ask them to write the name of the project (“Mexico”) on the front of the check, but NOT 
your name.  

iii. Ask them to enclose the check in the pre-printed support envelope that you provide with 
your letter. Be sure your name is on the support envelope. 

iv. Checks need to be mailed to you in the self-addressed envelope, or given directly to the 
church, or dropped in the offering on a Sunday morning. Online giving is another option, 
directions are on the back of the response card. Keep track of who is supporting you 
through prayer or financially (we will also be keeping track of the financial giving at the 
church office). Note their e-mail address – you will need it later.  

v. You might suggest a date by which you need the money, so they have a general 
guideline/deadline. An EARLY date may help them respond more quickly. (Reminder: All 
monies are due no later than April 7.)  

 
 

 
 



 
6. Next…… 

a. After writing your letter, e-mail or mail it to Mare for pre-approval immediately (we need to get 
this going!) Mare@twincitieschurch.com  

b. With the letter, include the list of at least 20 people you have compiled. On the list, please list the 
names and their relationship to you. 

c. Once approved (hopefully in a day or two!), send to your potential partners: 
i. Your letter 

ii. The self-addressed envelope (stamped or not) 
iii. The Global Partnership Response Card (available from us at TCC) 
iv. A financial support envelope (also available from us at TCC) 

NOTE: Please do not e-mail these letters!! Also, remember to e-mail a copy of your final letter to Mare when 
you mail your letters.  

d. Turn in your financial support envelopes to John or Mare at one of the meetings, or at the church 
office. Remember to keep track of the information for your records.  

e. Be prepared to make a call and/or send other written follow up to your list of people, especially 
those you haven’t heard from. Not to “bug them,” but you can ask if they have any questions, and 
share your enthusiasm… It will remind them to consider committing to partner with you/us. 

 
 
BE SURE TO SEND THANK YOU NOTES TO THOSE THAT RESPOND AND PLAN NOW TO SEND A FOLLOW-UP LETTER 
AFTER THE PROJECT.  

There is a sample letter on the next page to give you a general idea of a support letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:Mare@twincitieschurch.com


Dear Family and Friends,  
 
Take 3 - Back to Mexico….Yes, it seems that God is calling us to continue leading mission teams to Mexico. 
When Angel and I travelled to Mexico with the leadership team in April 2012 it was kind of a shot in the dark 
for me, never having been on a mission trip in my life. Well, God got ahold of me I think.  I really love the 
people I met in Mexico and felt a desire to come alongside our friends at Agua Viva Ministries as they seek to 
fulfill their mission of reaching Mexico for Christ. Last year I lead another team (without Angel) and this year I 
will lead yet another and as it turns out, Angel will be a team member:) (Very excited to have her with me 
again on this one.) 
 
Agua Viva Ministries “AVM” is located 90 miles south of San Diego, the Christian camp rests on 143 acres 
inland of Ensenada. Daily, the camp is equipped to feed, serve and minister to as many as 350 campers in 13 
dormitories with hot showers and flushing toilets.  Our team will support AVM this week specifically by helping 
with a Mexican youth camp of approximately 300 ranging in age from 12 to 20.  

 
One of the things that stood out when we first visited AVM in 2012 
during youth camp was the passion of the young people. The Christian 
youth we encountered were very openly passionate about their faith 
and about supporting one another, young men coming alongside other 
young men, hugging them and crying with them as decisions were 
made to follow Christ. These same young Christians invite adding a 
whole new meaning to their lives. The fees for the camp do not come 
close to covering the cost, think of it more as a “buy in”, that the kids 
who do come are invested partially because it costs them something to 
be there.    

 
We have prayed and asked God to show us who we should write to about this outreach. Most importantly, 
would you be willing to pray for the team in this significant step of faith before, during and after our trip? If 
you are willing to be a prayer partner, please return the Global Partnership Response Card to me in the 
enclosed self-addressed envelope. 
                                                     
Would you also consider supporting the team financially? Each team member needs to raise $575 in addition 
to the portion we are each responsible to come up with personally. More than half of the amount raised goes 
directly to AVM, the fee they charge for each visiting missionary helps to cover the cost of putting on the 
youth camp and the many other programs they run each year. We totally trust that as God is calling us, He will 
also provide for us. If you choose to give financially, please make your check payable to TCC (donations are tax 
deductible) and return by March 28 when all monies must be in so that final payments can be made. Please 
write “Mexico” or “M3” on the front of the check, but not our names. Then, please enclose the check in the 
pre-printed support envelope and return to me in the enclosed self-addressed envelope. If you prefer to give 
online, instructions are noted on the back of the response card. By law, no refunds are allowed to donors, but 
if this trip is cancelled, your donation will be used for future important Global projects.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and thank you for considering supporting us in prayer and 
finances. We truly believe that this is a worthwhile endeavor and we are blessed to get to be a part of it.  
 
En Christo, 
 
 
Kenny & Angel 


