
Download Youth Ministry | First Five Conversations – Conversation 1 Music | Eric West 
 

 

 
 
Conversation 1: Music  
 
Sample Questions  
If your child is interested in music, some possible questions could be:  
 

Q1) Where/how do you listen to music?  

Q2) What bands, or genre’s do you like the most?  

Q3) What is it about music that you like so much?  

Q4) How does music help you connect with others?  

Q5) How does music interact with your beliefs in God?  

Q6) What would you want your parents to know about youth music? 

  

Sample Responses (from real youth)  

A1) “On my tablet through YouTube streaming & the free Spotify app.”  

A2) “A lot of variety. From Hillsong to musical theatre to the radio in the car. 
I don’t think in the context of genres as much, I stick to bands that I like, 

with a mix of random songs.”  

A3) “It’s a great way to connect with other people. Helps me to be 
productive, like to have music on for chores. My emotional outlet for 

frustration, anger, sadness and happiness.”  

A4) “It’s a good topic to talk about when you are first meeting someone. It’s 

something everyone can relate too.”  

A5) “If I’m doing other things, it will help me come back to focusing on God. 
Music is one of the biggest ways I connect with God. From camp to 

Church, I feel close to God through the music.”  

A6) “Pop songs are super catchy but are often filled with sex, violence, 
etc... I would tell parents to ask their youth to print out the lyrics and talk 
about the content of the songs. Not just listen for ‘cuss’ words.”  
 



Download Youth Ministry | First Five Conversations – Conversation 1 Music | Eric West 
 

 

Key Insights Gained  
1) The internet or music apps are often what kids use to listen to music. 
How are they building their playlists? They are often being introduced to 
and influenced by thousands of ads and songs they didn’t intentionally 
choose.  
 
2) Music is very communal. From connecting with God to people, music 
helps!  
 
3) Youth may or may not be aware of the content of their songs.  
 
Follow Up Conversations  
If music helps this youth to connect with God and people, ask her how you 
can support her in this. Plan to attend a concert or offer to take her friends 
to it. Offer to listen to her music in the car. Buy an album of a band that she 
likes. Talk about her (and your) fav songs.  
 
A possible parenting application could be to have an agreed upon 
process by which the content of the songs they listen to is vetted. Maybe 
pick a song and print out the lyrics. This could be a great way to find some 
common themes or issues they are struggling with that maybe they don’t 
have the language to share about.  
 


