
Dear Parents,

Hello again! We’ve made it through a second week in our series on suffering. It’s been deep but so good! It’s amazing 
to me the lengths Christ went to in order to bring us peace and redemption, enabling Him to relate to us in our suffer-
ing. I hope your teenager is gaining some new perspective on the suffering and troubles they experience in life.

This week, the lesson was entitled “He’s Near,” and it focused on helping students understand that God chose to step 
into the midst of our suffering – in the form of Christ’s death on the cross – not to remain distant from it.

We looked at the following Scripture passages: 
 • Isaiah 53:4-10
 • Matthew 16:21; 8:16-16; 16:24-26
 • 1 Peter 2:24-25
 • John 16:31-33

In these passages we see how Christ came to earth to take on our suffering, leaving peace in its place. He did this not be-
cause He had to but because He loved us. Though He has promised we will experience trouble in this world, He also reminds 
us that He has overcome that trouble!

Next Steps . . . 
During the next week as you have time to talk with your child, consider asking the following questions:
 •  When you think about difficult times you’ve faced, do you usually feel like God is close or distant? How 
    does that make you feel, knowing that He fully understands what you’re going through? (Share your 
    thoughts here, as well.)
 • You talked about how Christ calls us to “carry our cross” this week. What does that mean to you? How 
    do you do something like that?
 • What do you think heaven is like? Does knowing that one of the characteristics of heaven is that there 
    will be complete peace and no more struggling change the way you think about it?

Thank you for all you do. If you have any questions about anything, please don’t hesitate to call me.
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