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“Dependence” 

“Unless you change your whole outlook and become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of 
Heaven. --Jesus 

My parents would probably say my adolescent years in high school were the most challenging for them. In my 
rebellious years, I remember my mother lamenting to my Dad, “That boy will either end up in prison or in the 
pulpit!” My senior year in high school, I would have been voted the Least Likely to Become a Pastor award! 
Child Psychologists define the adolescent years as those filled with the dependence vs. independence struggle. 
Many teenagers desperately want to be independent from their parents, yet are still dependent upon them for 
their basic needs. One of our most important tasks, as parents, is to prepare our children to spread their wings 
and fly away from the nest to enjoy a life of independence. At 18 years of age, I was ready to fly away from a 
dependent life forever…until I flew directly into the Kingdom where the goal is…dependence. 

The Apostle Peter was the independent thinker and leader of the disciples. When Peter encountered Jesus 
(probably as an adolescent), his independent spirit began to get in the way of his relationship with his Savior. 
Peter was present at the Sermon on the Mount when Jesus challenged his listeners to consider the birds in the air 
or the lilies in the field who are dependent upon the Heavenly Father to care for their needs. The independent 
vs. dependent struggle was alive in Peter’s life. Jesus was challenging Peter to become a dependent disciple. 
Just as adolescents long for a life of independence, disciples of Jesus long for a life of dependence upon Him.  

Peter had to learn how to listen and obey all over again, just as he had done as a small child. We are no 
different. Listening and obeying is not only for small children, it is also for grown up disciples! Maybe that is 
why Jesus sat a little child in the midst of his disciples and said, Unless you change your whole outlook and 
become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of Heaven. Little children understand dependence. 
They crave it. We enter the world completely dependent upon our parents to protect us, provide for us, feed us, 
discipline us and encourage us. Once we encounter the living Christ in our lives, we have to learn how to grow 
up all over again! Near the end of his life, an older and wiser Peter said,  

“Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk of the Word, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation 
now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.” (I Peter 2:2) 

Peter finally learned the secret of the Christian life, dependence! If my parents could only see me now, on 
Medicare and preaching about…dependence! My mother was right. I ended up in the pulpit.  

Is there an area of your life right now that calls for a total dependence upon the Lord?


