
“Simply Christmas Advent Devotions” 

 

“Poinsettias with a Purpose” 

“Joseph and Mary took the child to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord...and to offer a sacrifice in keeping 
with what is said in the law of the Lord; ‘a pair of doves or two young pigeons’…”                                       

(Luke 2:22-24) 

This past week, while reflecting on the profound simplicity of the Christmas Story in Luke’s gospel, I came 
across an interesting phrase that caught my attention. When Mary entered the Temple for the dedication of her 
newborn son, Luke tells us she was carrying, “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”  (Luke 2:22-24). I was 
intrigued to find out the backstory of such a unique offering. Why a pair of doves or two young pigeons? 

According to the Levitical Law in the Old Testament, following the birth of a firstborn son, the mother had to 
wait 40 days before going to the temple to offer a sacrifice for her purification. If she could not afford a lamb 
and a pigeon (or dove), then two pigeons (or two doves) would be acceptable (Lev. 12:2-8). Mary and Joseph 
carried a pair of doves or two young pigeons into the Temple…because they could not afford a lamb. Taking the 
center stage in the Christmas Story is a family who could not give more.   

The Christmas Story is about the Almighty God entering our world, not though a Royal family in a palace, but  
through an under-resourced family in a barn. Our Savior grew up in a family that struggled financially. As an 
adult, Jesus had nowhere to lay his head (Matt. 8:20). Maybe that is why he spent so much time speaking about 
and hanging out with people with little financial resources. What if our holiday celebrations this season included 
under-resourced families? They can. 

For all of us, Christmas Eve will look different this year. We will not be in the Fireside Room with the altar 
beautifully decorated with poinsettias. The service will, once again, be a virtual service with special guest 
musicians Kimberly Twesme, Jordan Griffey and Syria Berry all singing our favorite Christmas Carols. We will 
hear the Christmas Story all over again…for the very first time. Yet, what about the poinsettias?  

This past Monday, the Church Council requested that we offer the members of Hope the opportunity to 
purchase one or more “virtual poinsettias” in honor or memory of a loved one at $10 each by making a donation 
to Hope Lutheran Church and writing “Poinsettias with a Purpose” on the memo portion of the check and 
sending it to Carolyn Schick at 1800 Atrium Parkway, #G345, Napa, CA. 94559. All monies received will be 
used to purchase $50 gift cards from Target and presented to the Trinity Center, serving under-resourced 
families in our community. The families receiving the cards will be able to make their own purchases this 
holiday season. When I go to Target to purchase the Gift Cards, I’ll look for cards with pictures of…poinsettias.


