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“It’s Personal” 

The Easter season is a week of weeks – seven Sundays that stretch from Easter to 
Pentecost.  During these seven Sundays we’ll be pondering the mystery of Christ’s 
presence after the resurrection.  The stories begin today as the disciples gather and 
lock themselves in -- in fear and discouragement -- then Jesus comes to them and 
breathes the Holy Spirit upon them.  Thomas asks for a sign that this one who 
appears to them is truly the Savior and Jesus offers his wounded self to be seen and 
touched in person. 

I believe that the love of God is universal – for all human life and for all of 
creation – and yet it is very personal, too!  Last Sunday, Pastor Andy Smith told 
about his family having no religious affiliation and how he happened to attend a 
youth program with some high school friends.  They were sitting on the floor in 
someone’s living room, singing “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”.  When 
the group sang out “He’s Got Andy Smith in His Hands”, Andy was struck by how 
personal the love of God might be – that the creator of the universe might know his 
name!  In John’s gospel, Jesus tells his disciples, “You did not choose me, but I 
chose you.”  How astounding is that!  How do we come to realize this: The God of 
Love knows my name and has chosen me?  It’s personal for each one of us as God 
comes to us through the circumstances of our lives in a way that is unique to who 
we are.   

This morning Hope member Bob Shelton will be sharing this very thing in a 
recording of his personal story. 

For me it has been a life-long process of coming to trust God’s love and 
forgiveness are for me. 
Coming home from Bible camp and being so inspired by that time away, I came 
home really wanting to communicate with God!  I’d seen the difference it made in 
the lives of some of the teens there and I wanted that, too!  Getting down on my 
knees in my bedroom, I began to try talking to God in a personal way.  Up to that 
time, all of my prayers were memorized from church and Sunday School.  Well, I 
didn’t hear any response and I remember looking at the ceiling and wondering, “Is 
anybody there? Or am I talking to myself?  I’d like to say that doubt never 
happened again, but of course it did. There have been many times, and perhaps this 
has happened to you, when it seems that no one is listening!  Over the years our 
patient and loving Lord has guided me to a deeper prayer life. 
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Jesus’ disciple Thomas, who actually speaks for all of us when he asks for 
assurance, has been labeled the doubter and berated for his lack of faith.  But his 
fear and confusion help us to see just how personal is the love of God in Christ 
Jesus.  Have you ever desperately wanted something to be true, but you were afraid 
to think it was?  Say you’ve been told you’ve won the lottery, or you realize the 
love of your life is in love with you!  The first thing we utter might be, “I can’t 
believe it!”  I think Thomas wanted to believe what the other disciples had told him 
– he just couldn’t believe it! 

Thomas is not left alone in his doubt and fear.  Jesus comes again to the upper 
room where the disciples are hiding in fear for their lives, to show his risen 
wounded body to the one who had not seen for himself.  For Jesus, it’s personal. 
For us, it’s personal, too. 

Because we are human, we are limited in what we know.  Our insight and wisdom 
can be limited by our preconceived notions about what is true and what is real.  We 
are persuaded in one direction or another, often by our previous life experiences.  
Some of us are very literal in our interpretation of scripture, some of us are 
comfortable with the unknown or unknowable mysteries of the universe, others of 
us want everything clear and concrete.  Thank goodness, for all of these 
perspectives are needed!  Our temperament, I believe, plays a strong role in our 
faith development.  Doubt in not an enemy of faith.  It is a sign of faith to question 
in the first place.  So when we struggle with doubt in our life of faith, it not 
something to be afraid or ashamed of, but rather it is an opportunity to gain a 
deeper understanding of the ways in which God is at work in the world. 

When the disciples were behind locked doors living in crushing disappointment 
and fear, wondering “What now?”, the Lord came to them saying, “Peace be with 
you.”  He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. . . As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.”   In this time of “sheltering in place” we can relate to fear 
of the unknown and “What next?”  As we have seen in John’s gospel, quarantine, 
self-isolation and social distancing are not a barrier to the God who loves us so 
personally.  I believe we are given this gift of time to draw closer to God and to 
one another, to articulate our fears, examine them in the light of scripture and 
common sense.  To ask ourselves, “Is what I’m thinking or fearing consistent with 
the overall message of the Bible about God’s love and mercy revealed in Jesus?” 

Perhaps we are thinking “Life will never be the same because of the Corona virus 
pandemic.”  Some are wondering: “What will happen to me when I have 
permission to be out and about?”  “How will we be the church in the future?”  
What about the economic impact of all of this “down time” for businesses and 
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services?  These are real concerns and when they take an upper hand, the God of 
peace comes to us in the silence. 

When I’m afraid that life will never be the same and I’m worried about how we 
will be the church in the future, God reminds me: 

“See, I am doing a new thing, do you not perceive it?” and “I am making all things 
new! Revelation 21:5 

When I’m afraid my small pension will be wiped out in this volatile stock market,  
I hear the promise: 

“Don’t worry about these things.  Your heavenly father knows that you need them.”  
Matthew 6:31-32 

When I feel alone or lonely during this isolation, the writer of Isaiah speaks to me 
for God: 

“Do not be afraid, I am with you; for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 
name and you are mine.”  It’s personal. 
Amen 
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