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Tes9mony of Jean Possin 

Pastor Karen Woida asked me the ques9on, “When did God become real to you?”, and this is my story. 

I was born in Chicago, the middle child of three girls.  When I was 3 years old my mother passed away in 
a flu epidemic and we were taken to Michigan to live on the farm with my paternal grandparents.  When 
I was 9, we went back to Chicago to live with my dad and stepmother.  In Michigan, my grandparents 
always aZended church, and in Chicago we were sent to Sunday School.  My stepmother was Roman 
Catholic and my dad sold real estate and insurance and always worked on Sundays. 

In 1943 my folks decided to come to California as my dad, along with other family members, wanted to 
get a job in the Richmond shipyards.  In Richmond we started aZending Grace Lutheran Church.  We had 
a social worker who gave us rides and encouraged us to aZend confirma9on classes, also.  I con9nued 
my educa9on in Richmond.  During the War (WW II), it was a very busy and crowded place.  A`er high 
school, I worked for a bank in San Francisco for a couple of years.  I didn’t have the opportunity to aZend 
college.  A school friend and her husband introduced me to Warren Possin, and we married in 1950 
when I was 20 years old.  Warren’s grandfather had been a Lutheran pastor in Minnesota. 

We were married at Grace Lutheran and our five children were bap9zed and confirmed there, too.  I feel 
I’ve had a very good life and I’ve always felt blessed – a wonderful family and a church home.  There 
were many blessings along the way.  As I grew older I realized how much I have been blessed: to be able 
to stay at home with my children; to do PTA and Scouts with them; to aZend a wonderful congrega9on 
at Grace and to assist in the many ministries there; to know many wonderful pastors and teachers, not to 
men9on friends like the Hales, Lina and Wally.  I’ve been given good health and the ability to help others 
in many ways: delivering Meals on Wheels and working at food banks and the Richmond Souper Center; 
pain9ng and cleaning at Grace Church, and many other things. 

I’ve had God in my life since I’ve been old enough to remember.  I’ve always been blessed through 
aZending church, reading the Bible and aZending Bible study.  I know prayer works!  I’ve lost my parents, 
my two sisters and my oldest daughter.  They are in heaven now with my husband who died in 2007. 

One of my greatest blessings has been the ability to live in Rossmoor, near my daughter in Walnut Creek, 
and becoming a member of Hope Lutheran.  I have never known such love as I have for the en9re 
congrega9on or have received from them, including Pastor Jack and Ruth and Pastor Andy and Lynne.  
God is very real to me and we walk and talk together every day.  He was so close to me last year during 
my two surgeries and I can’t wait to see what he has in store for me next!


