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Prelude      Instrumental Music         Carlyn Obringer 

 

 

Welcome & Introduction             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, 

and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the 

coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church 

and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes 

and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 

 

Lighting the Advent Wreath: Advent 3 

P: We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of preparation for Christ’s advent. 

As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s coming in glory. 

Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

All: Amen. 

Light three candles. 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure. 

All: Amen.  

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 

P: Long-expected God, 

All: we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We reach 

for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient 

while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in 

harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent 

among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.  

 

P: God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed and 

forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 

All: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn   Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn – ELW 242 (vs1,4)  Judy Ryken 
 

 
 

Greeting   

P:         The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with    

   you all. 

All:      And also with you. 

P:         In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 



P:         For this holy house, and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

All:      Amen. 

 

Hymn of Praise   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel - ELW 257 (vs 1,4) Judy Ryken 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P: Let us all pray together. 

All: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 

growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10               Karen Peterson 

God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be restored. There is 

no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall 

blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty 

of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak 

hands and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is 

your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.”  5 Then the 

eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; 6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and streams in the 

desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall 

become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called 

the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, 

shall go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 

there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with 



singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 

shall flee away. 

 

Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55          Karen Peterson & Congregation 
46b My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 47 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me  

   blessed: 
49 you, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name. 
50 You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation. 
51 You have shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit, 
52 casting down the mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly. 
53 You have filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty. 
54 You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to remember the promise of mercy, 
55 the promise made to our forebears, to Abraham and his children forever. 

 

Second Reading: James 5:7-10               Karen Peterson 

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than discontent. 

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop 

from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. 

Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one 

another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example of suffering 

and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th Chapter       Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison 

cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed 

being fulfilled already through healing and restoration. 

2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3 and said to him, “Are 

you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you 

hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, 

the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is anyone who takes no 

offense at me.”  7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out 

into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, did you go out to see? Someone 

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, did you go out to see? 

A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am 

sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ 11 “Truly I tell you, among those 

born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 

greater than he.” 

 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord   

All: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

Special Music     Mary Did You Know       Hope Choir 

 

Message               “Is He the One or Shall We Wait for Another?”     Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

 

 



Hymn of the Day        Comfort, Comfort Now My People - ELW 256 (vs 1,3)     Judy Ryken 
 

 
 

Nicene Creed             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate 

of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 

of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession           Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Each petition ends with: God of Grace,   Response: Hear our prayer. 

 

Offering    

We invite you to place your Offering in the offering plate as it is passed.              

 

Special Music     Gift of Music         Carlyn Obringer 

 

 

 



Offering Prayer  

P:  As we lift up our offerings to the Lord, let us pray.  

All: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, 

satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. 

Amen. 
 

 

Holy Communion:  Words of Institution      Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P:   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes again.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.    

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

At Hope we practice Open Communion.  We believe the invitation to the table comes from Jesus Christ 

himself. Therefore, you do not need to be a member of this or any other congregation to join in the meal.  

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please let the pastor know you prefer one when your turn comes.  To 

preserve the solemnity as guests at Christ's table, please return silently to your seat and refrain from talking 

while others receive Holy Communion. There will be plenty of opportunity afterwards at our coffee hour. 
 

Instrumental Music               Carlyn Obringer 
 



Prayer after Communion  

P:  Let us pray.   

All: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share 

the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

 

Blessing (Please stand as you are able)  

P: May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in 

the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 

All:      Amen. 

   Peace I Leave With You  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth,  

give I unto you; Not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  

Let not your heart be troubled; Neither let it be afraid.  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.  Amen.  

 

P: Go in peace. Keep awake. 

All: Thanks be to God.  
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Announcements 

 

Pastoral Needs – For any pastoral need, you can call or text Pastor Andreas Pielhoop at 415-577-5461 or via email 

at pielhoop77@earthlink.net. 

 

Meet with Pastor Andreas – Pastor Andreas will have office hours on December 18 from 1pm-3pm in Card Room 

1 upstairs at Stanley Dollar Clubhouse. You can make an appointment but walk-ins are welcome too.  

 

Birthday Blessings go out to Judy Deibler who celebrates her birthday on Dec 18 

 

Thank you to the Hope Choir for providing special music for today’s worship!   

 

Our Hope Church Council meets both in-person and via Zoom on Wednesday, December 17, at 1pm at the 

Stanley Dollar Clubhouse in the Garden Room (downstairs). This will be a hybrid meeting. 

 

Blue Christmas – A worship service of candles, prayer, and song for those of us who struggle with grief or loneliness 

during the Christmas holiday. Tuesday, December 16, 2025 at 2:00pm in the Fireside Room.  All are welcome. 

 

Christmas Eve Service – Our Christmas Eve Service with the Christmas Story will be on Wednesday, December 

24 at 2:00pm in the Fireside Room 

 

Our Tenor-Bass (TTBB) Choir will rehearse & sing at worship on Sunday, Dec 28, at 9:15am. Come join us! 

 

Bible Study with Pastor Andreas will be on break in December.  We will resume meeting on January 20 at 

2:00pm in the Bunker Room at Creekside.  All are welcome. 

 

Fourth Wednesday Lunch Group – Due to the Christmas holiday, we will NOT be meeting in December.  We 

will resume meeting Wednesday, January 28, 2026, at The Hangout at 11:30am. 

 

Offerings to be credited for 2025 must be received by Dec. 28, 2025. Thank you for your gracious generosity! 
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The Christ In Our Home Devotional Booklets for Jan-Feb-Mar are available at the greeting table if you would 

like one. Large print version is available. Limit one per household please. 

 

Anchor Newsletter – if you are not currently receiving Hope’s Anchor newsletter and would like to, please give 

Robin your email address so you can be added to the distribution list. 

 

Helpers & Worship Assistants for: 

Today – December 14 Next Sunday – December 21 

Presider Pastor Andreas Pielhoop Presider Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Altar Priscilla, Sara, Camilla Altar Jean, Gerda, Kathy 

Greeters Sigrid Beach, Jean Faszholz, Robin Greeters Yolanda Campo, Deanna Thomas, Ann 

Gillette 

Lay Reader Karen Peterson Lay Reader Karen Krauth 

Communion Assistants Stella Tang, Robin Communion Assistants Lois Nelson, John Moilan 

Ushers Stella Tang, Robin Ushers Sigrid Beach, Lois Nelson 

Livestream Jaxon Livestream Chase 

Special Music Hope Choir Special Music Northgate Madrigals 

 

Readings for next Sunday, Dec 21: Isaiah 7:10-16; Psalm 80:1-7,17-19; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-25 

 

Fellowship – Immediately following worship, please join us for a time of sharing coffee, goodies and great 

fellowship. Thank you to those helping with the set-up and clean-up.  We ask one person from each table to bring 

their tray up to the counter at 12:15pm.  This helps the clean-up tremendously.  You are welcome to stay, socialize 

and drink coffee beyond that but we must have the clean-up completed by 1pm. 

 

Rides to Church – Our volunteer drivers to worship are Sally Lionetti, Camilla Durham, Nancy Conrad (3rd, 4th, 5th 

Sundays only). If you need a ride to church, please contact them for the possibility of a ride. 

 

Our Worship Service is available to live-stream and view online each week on our website.  The link to the 

live-stream worship service is https://bit.ly/3v6JTXm   The bulletin is available on the Hope website under the tab 

“Worship”.  Select “Worship Bulletin” and click on the desired week.  

 

Your Offering – If you would like to mail us your offering (including QCDs), please send it to:  Hope Lutheran 

Church, 399 Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek CA 94598 (This is Hope’s mailing address, not our worship location). 

 

Please remember in prayer:  Inge Knight, Paula Tagliareni, Joan Birke (Carole Weyand’s friend), Haley Thaning 

(Todd’s daughter), Nancy Siebenand, Sandy Williams, Joseph Aiello (Karen Krauth’s dad), Wayne Anderson, 

Michael Foreman 

 

 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ's promises as an Anchor for our lives" 

Hebrews 6:19 
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