
Christ the King Sunday 
November 23, 2025 

Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 
www.hoperossmoor.org              925-709-4673 (Voicemail ONLY) 

The Rev. Andreas Pielhoop, Pastor 

 

 

 

Prelude      Instrumental Music    Kyler Svendsgaard 

 

 

 

Welcome & Introduction             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic fulfillment in the 

execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly contradictory that a king should be 

crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of 

death Jesus opens the door to paradise. 

 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

All: Amen.  

 

 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 

 

 

P: Faithful God, 

All: you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths. We are stuck in sinful 

systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our 

neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your 

steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and 

bring us to new life. Amen.  

 

 

 

P: Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven, and by 

the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

All: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn   Crown Him with Many Crowns – ELW 855 (vs1,3,4)  Judy Ryken 
 

 
 

Greeting   

P:         The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with    

   you all. 

All:      And also with you. 

P:         In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For this holy house, and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

All:      Amen. 

 

 



Hymn of Praise    We Praise You, O God - ELW 870 (vs 1,3) Judy Ryken 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P: Let us all pray together. 

All: O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you, 

we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make 

this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6                 Nancy Conrad 

Today’s reading builds on the common, ancient Near Eastern metaphor of the king as shepherd. Judah’s 

unjust rulers have caused their people, their “flock,” to be scattered. Nevertheless, God will raise up a new 

and righteous shepherd who will rule a restored Judah. 

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says 

the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered 

my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 

doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have 

driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up 

shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be 

missing, says the LORD. 5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 

land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be 

called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

 



Psalm: Luke 1:68-79             Nancy Conrad & Congregation 
1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand and holy arm have won the 

victory. 
2 O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the 

nations. 
3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen 

the victory of our God. 
4 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
5 Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge 

the earth. 
9 The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity. 

 

Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20                Nancy Conrad 

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who was 

present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you may have all 

endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance 

of the saints in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom 

of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  15 He is the image of the invisible 

God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for 

him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the 

church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. 
19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to 

himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23rd Chapter       Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Amid scoffing and slander from those who sarcastically call him Messiah and king, Jesus reveals that to be 

Messiah and king is to give one’s life for others. Here he uses his power to welcome a despised sinner to 

paradise but puts his own death into God’s hands. 

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his 

right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 

doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed 

at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The 

soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the 

Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”  39 One of the 

criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and 

us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our 

deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your 

kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord   

All: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 



Special Music     Gift of Music         Michael Foreman  

 

Message    “A King Who Is Losing Every Battle”      Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

 

Hymn of the Day   Jesus Shall Reign - ELW 434 (vs 1,2,5)      Judy Ryken 
 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession           Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Each petition ends with: Hear us, O God,   Response: Your mercy is great. 

 

Offering    

We invite you to place your Offering in the offering plate as it is passed.              

 

Special Music      Gift of Music         Michael Foreman 

 

Offering Prayer  

P:  As we lift up our offerings to the Lord, let us pray.  



All: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with good 

things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the abundance of 

your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

Holy Communion:  Words of Institution      Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P:   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes again.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.    

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

At Hope we practice Open Communion.  We believe the invitation to the table comes from Jesus Christ 

himself. Therefore, you do not need to be a member of this or any other congregation to join in the meal.  

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please let the pastor know you prefer one when your turn comes.  To 

preserve the solemnity as guests at Christ's table, please return silently to your seat and refrain from talking 

while others receive Holy Communion. There will be plenty of opportunity afterwards at our coffee hour. 
 

Instrumental Music          Kyler Svendsgaard 
 

 



Prayer after Communion  

P:  Let us pray.   

All: God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that 

gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather 

your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s 

name.  Amen. 

 

Blessing (Please stand as you are able)  

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy Spirit anoint 

you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous heart 

now and forever. 

All:      Amen. 

   Peace I Leave With You  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth,  

give I unto you; Not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  

Let not your heart be troubled; Neither let it be afraid.  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.  Amen.  

 

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

All: Thanks be to God.  
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#SAS013386.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 

Announcements 

 

Pastoral Needs – For any pastoral need, you can call or text Pastor Andreas Pielhoop at 415-577-5461 or via 

email at pielhoop77@earthlink.net. 

 

Meet with Pastor Andreas – Pastor Andreas will have office hours on December 4 & 18 from 1pm-3pm in 

Card Room 1 upstairs at Stanley Dollar Clubhouse. You can make an appointment but walk-ins are welcome 

too.  

 

Birthday Blessings go out to Deanna Thomas who celebrates her birthday on Nov 27; Bill Kuhnsman who 

celebrates his birthday on Nov 28 

 

Anniversary Blessings go out to Hilda & Manuel Bautista who celebrate their 55th anniversary on Nov 28. 

 

Thank you to Michael Foreman for providing special music for today’s worship!   

 

Fourth Sunday Lunch – We will be having our 4th Sunday lunch after the service today.  Everyone is 

welcome. We want to thank Jacqui Ewing for sponsoring today’s sandwiches!  

 

Our Tenor-Bass (TTBB) Choir will rehearse and sing at worship on Sunday, Nov 30, at 9:15am. Come join 

us! 

 

St. Nikolaus Day/German Christmas Service – Our German Christmas Service will be held on Friday, 

December 5, at 1:30pm in the Fireside Room.  This service will be in German.  All are welcome. 

 

mailto:pielhoop77@earthlink.net


Anchor Newsletter – if you are not currently receiving Hope’s Anchor newsletter and would like to, please 

give Robin your email address so you can be added to the distribution list. 

 

Helpers & Worship Assistants for: 

Today – November 23 Next Sunday – November 30 

Presider Pastor Andreas Pielhoop Presider Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Altar Gerda, Kathy Altar Priscilla, Jean 

Greeters Ingrid Wood, Gwen Carlson, Robin Greeters Sigrid Beach, Jean Faszholz, Robin 

Lay Reader Nancy Conrad Lay Reader Kathy Odne 

Communion Assistants Mark & Karen Krauth Communion Assistants Nancy Conrad, Gerda 

Peterson 

Ushers Sigrid Beach, Robin Ushers Nancy Conrad, Judy Dybevik 

Livestream Chase Livestream Chase 

Special Music Michael Foreman Special Music TTBB 

 

Readings for next Sunday, Nov 30: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 

 

Fellowship – Immediately following worship, please join us for a time of sharing coffee, goodies and great 

fellowship. Thank you to those helping with the set-up and clean-up.  We ask one person from each table to 

bring their tray up to the counter at 12:15pm.  This helps the clean-up tremendously.  You are welcome to stay, 

socialize and drink coffee beyond that but we must have the clean-up completed by 1pm. 

 

Rides to Church – Our volunteer drivers to worship are Sally Lionetti, Camilla Durham, Nancy Conrad (3rd, 

4th, 5th Sundays only). If you need a ride to church, please contact them for the possibility of a ride. 

 

Our Worship Service is available to live-stream and view online each week on our website.  The link to 

the live-stream worship service is https://bit.ly/3v6JTXm   The bulletin is available on the Hope website under 

the tab “Worship”.  Select “Worship Bulletin” and click on the desired week.  

 

Your Offering – If you would like to mail us your offering (including QCDs), please send it to:  Hope 

Lutheran Church, 399 Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek CA 94598 (This is Hope’s mailing address, not our worship 

location). 

 

Please remember in prayer:  Inge Knight, Paula Tagliareni, Larry Deibler, Joan Birke (Carole Weyand’s 

friend), Haley Thaning (Todd’s daughter), Nancy Siebenand, Sally Lionetti, Heidi Woolf, Sandy Williams, 

Joseph Aiello & Judy O’Brien (Karen Krauth’s dad & stepmom), Marilyn Fraser, Wayne Anderson 

 

 

 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ's promises as an Anchor for our lives" 

Hebrews 6:19 

https://bit.ly/3v6JTXm

