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Prelude         Instrumental Music                  Carlyn Obringer 
   

Welcome & Introduction                      Pastor Andreas Pielhoop  
 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus associates with those 

often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek 

God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are 

weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 
 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

All: Amen. 
 

P: Let us confess our sin to God. Compassionate God, 

All: We confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, 

            call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. 

            In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 

rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

All: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn                Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun - ELW 557 (vs 1, 2, & 5)             Judy Ryken 
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Greeting   

P:         The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with    

   you all. 

All:      And also with you. 

P:         In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For this holy house, and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

All:      Amen. 

 

 

Hymn of Praise          Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling - ELW 608 (vs 1 & 3)                  Judy Ryken 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Day                                Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P: Let us all pray together. 

All: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts 

are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and 

serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 



First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12                              Jack Padley 

The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant 

with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of hope.” 

 
9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you;   

triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10 He will cut 

off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he 

shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of 

the earth. 11 As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from 

the waterless pit. 12 Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to you 

double. 

 

Psalm 145:8-14                             Jack Padley & Congregation 

      8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

 9 LORD, you are good to all, and your compassion is over all your works. 

 10 All your works shall praise you, O LORD, and your faithful ones shall bless you. 

 11 They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom and speak of your power, 

 12 that all people may know of your power and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout all ages. You, LORD, 

               are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 

 14 The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up those who are bowed down.  
  

Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a                               Jack Padley 

Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it and do things we know to be 

wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence. 

 
15 I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. 16 Now if I 

do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 17 But in fact it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells 

within me. 18 For I know that the good does not dwell within me, that is, in my flesh. For the desire to do the 

good lies close at hand, but not the ability. 19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what 

I do. 20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it but sin that dwells within me. 21 So I find it to 

be a law that, when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22 For I delight in the law of God in my 

inmost self, 23 but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the 

law of sin that dwells in my members. 24 Wretched person that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of 

death? 25a Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

Reader:  Word of God, Word of Life. 

All:     Thanks be to God.  

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th Chapter                     Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Baptist. He thanks God that 

wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what God has to offer. 

[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16 “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling to one another, 17 ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and 

you did not mourn.’ 18 “For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19 the Son 

of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 

sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 25 At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 

heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed 

them to infants; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All things have been handed over to me by 



my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

P:     The Gospel of Our Lord   

All:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

 

Special Music                              Gift of Music                            Thomas Di Santo 

 

 

Message               Appearances Can Be Misleading     Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

 

 

Hymn of the Day          What a Friend We Have in Jesus - ELW 742 (vs 1, 2, & 3)                Judy Ryken 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed            Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



 

Prayers of Intercession          Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Each petition ends with: God of grace,   Response: Hear our prayer. 

 

Offering    

We invite you to place your Offering in the offering plate as it is passed. 

 

Special Music                               Gift of Music                             Thomas Di Santo 

 

Offering Prayer  

P:  As we lift up our offerings to the Lord, let us pray.  

All: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

 

 

 

Holy Communion:  Words of Institution                   Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P:   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes again.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.    

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

At Hope we practice Open Communion.  We believe the invitation to the table comes from Jesus Christ 

himself. Therefore, you do not need to be a member of this or any other congregation to join in the meal.  



Gluten-free wafers are available. Please let the pastor know you prefer one when your turn comes.  To 

preserve the solemnity as guests at Christ's table, please return silently to your seat and refrain from talking 

while others receive Holy Communion. There will be plenty of opportunities afterwards at our coffee hour. 

 

Instrumental Music                        Carlyn Obringer  

 

Prayer after Communion           Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P:  Let us pray.   

All: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance 

of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you 

have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing (Please stand as you are able)  

P: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

All:      Amen. 

 

   Peace I Leave With You  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth,  

give I unto you; Not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  

Let not your heart be troubled; Neither let it be afraid.  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.  Amen.  

 

P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 
Announcements 

 

Pastoral Needs - For any pastoral need, you can call or text Pastor Andreas Pielhoop at 415-577-5461 or via 

email at pielhoop77@earthlink.net. 

 

Meet with Pastor Andreas – Pastor Andreas will have office hours on July 16 from 1:30pm-3pm in Card 

Room 1 upstairs at Stanley Dollar Clubhouse. You can make an appointment but walk-ins are welcome too.  

 

Anniversary Blessings go out to Mark & Beth Vance who celebrate their 49th anniversary on July 9. 

 

Thank you to Thomas Di Santo for providing special music for today’s worship!   

 

Our Hope Choir rehearses July 5 & 12 at 9:15am.  All are welcome to join.   

 

Women of Hope – The women's Bible study group will be meeting on Saturday, July 11, from 10:00-11:30am 

in the Mulligan Room at Creekside.  We will be covering the second session of Gather Magazine’s summer 

study and look at the multiple identities of three women in Scripture: Esther, Ruth, and Mary Magdelene. Please 

join us for a morning of learning and good discussion. 

 

mailto:pielhoop77@earthlink.net


Helpers & Worship Assistants for: 

Today – July 5 Next Sunday – July 12 

Altar Sara, Margaret, Carol Altar Priscilla, Sara 

Greeters Barrie Christensen, Yolanda Campo, 

Robin 

Greeters Forest & Diane Borene, Robin 

Lay Reader Jack Padley Lay Reader Karen Peterson 

Communion Assistants Sara Wood, Robin Communion Assistants Bill Kuhnsman, Nancy 

Conrad 

Ushers Ingrid Wood, Lois Nelson Ushers John Moilan, Robin 

Livestream Chase Livestream Chase 

Special Music Thomas Di Santo Special Music Hope Choir 

 

Readings for next Sunday, July 12: Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm 119:105-112; Romans 8:1-11; Matt 13:1-9,18-

23 

 

Anchor Newsletter – if you are not currently receiving Hope’s Anchor newsletter and would like to, please 

give Robin your email address so you can be added to the distribution list. 

 

Fellowship – Immediately following worship, please join us for a time of sharing coffee, goodies and great 

fellowship. Thank you to those helping with the set-up and clean-up.  We ask one person from each table to 

bring their tray up to the counter at 12:15pm.  This helps the clean-up tremendously.  You are welcome to stay, 

socialize and drink coffee beyond that but we must have the clean-up completed by 1pm. 

 

Rides to Church – Our volunteer drivers to worship are Sally Lionetti, Nancy Conrad (3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays 

only). If you need a ride to church, please contact them for the possibility of a ride. 

 

Our Worship Service is available to live-stream and view online each week on our website.  The link to 

the live-stream worship service is https://bit.ly/3v6JTXm   The bulletin is available on the Hope website under 

the tab “Worship”.  Select “Worship Bulletin” and click on the desired week.  

 

Your Offering – If you would like to mail us your offering (including QCDs), please send it to:  Hope 

Lutheran Church, 399 Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek CA 94598 (This is Hope’s mailing address, not our worship 

location). 

 

Please remember in prayer:  Paula Tagliareni, Joan Birke (Carole Weyand’s friend), Haley Thaning (Todd’s 

daughter), Wayne Anderson, Lina Hale, Evelyn Olson, Brent Granado (Padley’s son-in-law), Nancy Lionetti 

(Sally’s daughter), Ann Marie Rossing, Nancy Simmons, Cynthia & Eric Benevent (Ced Ferrett’s daughter & 

son-in-law), Barrie Christensen & her family, Sally Lionetti, Sigrid Beach, Ced Ferrett, Judy Dybevik 

 

 

 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ's promises as an Anchor for our lives" 

Hebrews 6:19 

https://bit.ly/3v6JTXm

