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Prelude      Instrumental Music                 Carlyn Obringer 
 

Welcome & Introduction                     Pastor Andreas Pielhoop  
 

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every 

generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. 

We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will 

transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

P:         In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

All:     Amen. 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

All: Amen. 

P: Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is 

to come. You lead us beside still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle 

rain, roaring waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give you thanks for 

your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. Blessed are 

you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers that divide us. 

Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

All: You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

P: Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new creation. We join 

with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 

Gathering Hymn           Children of the Heavenly Father - ELW 781 (all verses)                     Judy Ryken 
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Greeting   

P:         The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with    

   you all. 

All:      And also with you. 

P:         In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For this holy house, and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

All:      Amen. 
 

 

Hymn of Praise    We Praise You, O God - ELW 870 (all verses)                           Judy Ryken 

 
 

Prayer of the Day                                   Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P: Let us all pray together. 

All: Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great 

mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth 

and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31               Karen Peterson 

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either Jewish or 

Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and 

earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 

 



22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely spiritual you are in every 

way. 23 For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them 

an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

shrines made by human hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he 

himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit 

the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would 

live, 27 so that they would search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—though indeed he is 

not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own 

poets have said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that 

the deity is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. 30 While God 

has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because 

he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, 

and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

 

Psalm 66:8-20                     Karen Peterson & Congregation 

      8 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. 

 9 Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip. 

 10 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 

 11 You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 

 12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us out into a place of 

        refreshment. 

 13 I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows — 

 14 those that I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 

 15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; I will give you oxen and goats.  

 16 Come and listen, all you who believe, and I will tell you what God has done for me. 

 17 I called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue. 

 18 If I had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; 

 19 but in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 

 20 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love from me. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22               Karen Peterson 

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and persecution. 

In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right. 

13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do suffer for doing what is 

right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify 

Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the 

hope that is in you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good conscience so that, when you are 

maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer 

for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for 

sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 

flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in 

prison, 20 who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the 

building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this 

prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 

 

Reader:  Word of God, Word of Life. 

All:     Thanks be to God.  

 



 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 14th Chapter        Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his commandments and 

speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, 

and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 

cannot receive because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he 

will be in you. 

  18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, 

but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 

you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those 

who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

P:     The Gospel of Our Lord   

All:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

 

Special Music     Blessed Assurance       Hope Choir 

 

 

Message                         Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

 

 

Hymn of the Day  Our Father, by Whose Name - ELW 640 (vs 1,3)    Judy Ryken 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Apostles’ Creed            Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Mothers’ Day Blessing            Pastor Andreas Pielhoop  

A reading from Proverbs 31:28–29: “Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, 

and he praises her: ‘Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all.’” 

 

 

The Blessing by Kate Bowler 

O God of love, it is such a joy to bless our moms – those who have carried us in their bodies, and 

in their hearts, and in their minds, and all those who have mothered us in some form or fashion. 

We thank them and honor them all, those we can hug today, and those who are now gone or 

distant from us. 

We ask Your blessing too on those for whom mothering is complicated, difficult, heartbreaking, 

or incomplete. 

Bless and heal and restore and rebuild all generations, forwards and backwards in time. 

God, with all the genius of Your creative power, rain down Your blessing upon the mothering we 

give, and that which we have received. 

Be to us the nurturing embrace we need to lead us to eternal life. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession           Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 
 

Each petition ends with: Merciful God,   Response: Receive our prayer. 
 

 

Offering    

We invite you to place your Offering in the offering plate as it is passed. 
 

 

Special Music     Instrumental Music                    Carlyn Obringer 
 

 

Offering Prayer  

P:  As we lift up our offerings to the Lord, let us pray.  

All: Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table 

before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with 

the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. 

In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Holy Communion:  Words of Institution                   Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P:   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes again.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.    

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

At Hope we practice Open Communion.  We believe the invitation to the table comes from Jesus Christ 

himself. Therefore, you do not need to be a member of this or any other congregation to join in the meal.  

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please let the pastor know you prefer one when your turn comes.  To 

preserve the solemnity as guests at Christ's table, please return silently to your seat and refrain from talking 

while others receive Holy Communion. There will be plenty of opportunities afterwards at our coffee hour. 

 

Instrumental Music                          Carlyn Obringer 
 

Prayer after Communion             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P:  Let us pray.   

All: Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. 

Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 

the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 



Blessing (Please stand as you are able)  

P: God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, 

our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

All:      Amen. 

   Peace I Leave With You  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth,  

give I unto you; Not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  

Let not your heart be troubled; Neither let it be afraid.  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.  Amen.  

 

P: Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

All: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License  
#SAS013386.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 
Announcements 

 

Pastoral Needs – For any pastoral need, you can call or text Pastor Andreas Pielhoop at 415-577-5461 or via 

email at pielhoop77@earthlink.net. 

 

Meet with Pastor Andreas – Pastor Andreas will have office hours on May 21 from 1pm-3pm in Card Room 

1 upstairs at Stanley Dollar Clubhouse. You can make an appointment but walk-ins are welcome too.  

 

Birthday Blessings go out to Marilyn Fraser who celebrates her birthday on May 10; Steve Peterson who 

celebrates his birthday on May 15. 

 

Anniversary Blessings go out to Larry & Judy Deibler who celebrate their 57th anniversary on May 10. 

 

Thank you to the Hope Choir for providing special music for today’s worship!   

 

Bible Study with Pastor Andreas – On Tuesday, May 19, we will meet at 2:00pm in the Bunker Room at 

Creekside. Please bring your own NRSV or NIV Bible. 

 

Helpers & Worship Assistants for: 

Today – May 10 Next Sunday – May 17 

Altar Priscilla, Sara, Ann Marie Altar Jean, Gerda, Kathy 

Greeters Lois Nelson, Beth Abinanti, Robin Greeters Karen Peterson, Ingrid Wood, Robin 

Lay Reader Karen Peterson Lay Reader Bill Kuhnsman 

Communion Assistants Sara Wood, Robin Communion Assistants Kathy Odne, Nancy 

Conrad 

Ushers Ingrid Wood, Bill Kuhnsman Ushers John Moilan, Karen Peterson 

Livestream Jaxon Livestream Chase 

Special Music Hope Choir Special Music Chase Wilcox & Sadie Shepodd 

 

Readings for next Sunday, May 17: Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14;5:6-11; John 17:1-11 

 

Anchor Newsletter – if you are not currently receiving Hope’s Anchor newsletter and would like to, please 

give Robin your email address so you can be added to the distribution list. 

mailto:pielhoop77@earthlink.net


 

Fellowship – Immediately following worship, please join us for a time of sharing coffee, goodies and great 

fellowship. Thank you to those helping with the set-up and clean-up.  We ask one person from each table to 

bring their tray up to the counter at 12:15pm.  This helps the clean-up tremendously.  You are welcome to stay, 

socialize and drink coffee beyond that but we must have the clean-up completed by 1pm. 

 

Rides to Church – Our volunteer drivers to worship are Sally Lionetti, Nancy Conrad (3rd, 4th, 5th Sundays 

only). If you need a ride to church, please contact them for the possibility of a ride. 

 

Our Worship Service is available to live-stream and view online each week on our website.  The link to 

the live-stream worship service is https://bit.ly/3v6JTXm   The bulletin is available on the Hope website under 

the tab “Worship”.  Select “Worship Bulletin” and click on the desired week.  

 

Your Offering – If you would like to mail us your offering (including QCDs), please send it to:  Hope 

Lutheran Church, 399 Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek CA 94598 (This is Hope’s mailing address, not our worship 

location). 

 

Please remember in prayer:  Paula Tagliareni, Joan Birke (Carole Weyand’s friend), Haley Thaning (Todd’s 

daughter), Sandy Williams, Wayne Anderson, Lina Hale, Evelyn Olson, Brent Granado (Padley’s son-in-law) 

 

 

 

Mother 
 

Making days bright with her loving care 

Opening her heart to God 

Taking time to listen, comfort, and guide 

Helping her church community thrive 

Encouraging her family to live in faith 

Relying on God every step of the way 

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ's promises as an Anchor for our lives" 

Hebrews 6:19 
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