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Prelude      Instrumental Music       Lois Nelson 

 

 

Welcome & Introduction             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed among us in 

word and meal. We go forth to invite others to come and worship the Holy One and to receive the gifts of 

grace and peace made known among us. 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into  

being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

All: Amen.  

 

 

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 

 

P: Mighty God, lover of justice, 

All: you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our 

neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our 

hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of 

Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

 

P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that 

never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May 

the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.  

All: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gathering Hymn   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise-ELW 310 (vs 1,4) Judy Ryken 
 

 
 

 

Greeting   

P:         The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with    

   you all. 

All:      And also with you. 

P:         In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For this holy house, and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

All:      Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of Praise    Praise to the Lord, the Almighty- ELW 858 (vs 1,3,4)  Judy Ryken 
 

 
Prayer of the Day             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P: Let us all pray together. 

All: Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that through your 

grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7          Kathy Odne 

Here the servant, identified as Israel, speaks for herself and describes her honored mission. Called before her 

birth like Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is not only to restore Israel. The servant’s ultimate 

assignment is to bring news of God’s victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for 

this task. 

 1 Listen to me, O coastlands; pay attention, you peoples from far away!  The LORD called me before I was 

born; while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.  2 He made my mouth like a sharp sword; in the shadow 

of his hand he hid me;  he made me a polished arrow; in his quiver he hid me away.  3 And he said to me, “You 

are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”  4 But I said, “I have labored in vain; I have spent my 

strength for nothing and vanity;  yet surely my cause is with the LORD and my reward with my God.”  5 And 

now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant,  to bring Jacob back to him, and that Israel 

might be gathered to him,  for I am honored in the sight of the LORD, and my God has become my strength—  
6 he says,  “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the 

survivors of Israel;  I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 



earth.”  7 Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,  to one deeply despised, abhorred by 

the nations, the slave of rulers,  “Kings shall see and stand up; princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,  

because of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

 

Psalm 40:1-11                 Kathy Odne & Congregation 
1 I waited patiently upon the LORD, who stooped to me and heard my cry.   
2 The LORD lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a high cliff,  

  making my footing sure.   
3 The LORD put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; many shall see, and stand in awe, and 

  put their trust in the LORD.   
4 Happy are they who trust in the LORD! They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies. 

 5 Great are the wonders you have done, O LORD my God! In your plans for us, none can be compared with 

   you! Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! But they are more than I can count.   
6 Sacrifice and offering you do not desire; you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering you  

  have not required.  
7 And so I said, “Here I am; I come. In the scroll of the book it is written of me:   
8 ‘I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep within me.’ ”   
9 I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly; I have not restrained my lips, O LORD, you know.   
10 I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your faithfulness and your  

   deliverance; I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth from the great assembly.   
11 You are the LORD; do not withhold your compassion from me; may your steadfast love and your truth  

   continually keep me safe.  

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9          Kathy Odne 

Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many conflicts, Paul opens this letter 

by spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the 

fellowship of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of 

God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those 

who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:   3 Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the 

grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 

speech and knowledge of every kind 6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you 7 so that 

you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen 

you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom 

you were called into the partnership of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Reader:  Word of God, Word of Life. 

All: Thanks be to God.  

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1st Chapter        Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples begin to share with others 

what they have found. 

29 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world!30 This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 

revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained 

on him. 33 I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 

you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 And I myself have seen 



and have testified that this is the Chosen One.”    35 The next day John again was standing with two of his 

disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two 

disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to 

them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are 

you staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 

remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak 

and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We 

have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 

said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord   

All: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

Special Music     Gift of Music             Musical Heart Strings 

 

Message    Martin Luther King’s Sermon on Peace 12/67     Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

 

Hymn of the Day   Jesus on the Mountain Peak-ELW 317     Judy Ryken 
 

 
 

Apostles Creed             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession           Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Each petition ends with: Merciful God,   Response: receive our prayer. 

 

Offering    

We invite you to place your Offering in the offering plate as it is passed. 

 

Special Music     Gift of Music             Musical Heart Strings 

 

Offering Prayer  

P:  As we lift up our offerings to the Lord, let us pray.  

All: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love 

you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us 

with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Holy Communion:  Words of Institution         Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P:   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes again.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.    

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 



At Hope we practice Open Communion.  We believe the invitation to the table comes from Jesus Christ 

himself. Therefore, you do not need to be a member of this or any other congregation to join in the meal.  

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please let the pastor know you prefer one when your turn comes.  To 

preserve the solemnity as guests at Christ's table, please return silently to your seat and refrain from talking 

while others receive Holy Communion. There will be plenty of opportunity afterwards at our coffee hour. 
 

Instrumental Music             Lois Nelson 
 

Prayer after Communion  

P:  Let us pray.   

All: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body 

and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives 

may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Blessing (Please stand as you are able)  

P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you 

now and forever. 

All:      Amen. 

   Peace I Leave With You  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth,  

give I unto you; Not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  

Let not your heart be troubled; Neither let it be afraid.  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.  Amen.  

 

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License  
#SAS013386.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 

of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.  

 

Announcements 

 

Pastoral Needs – For any pastoral need, you can call or text Pastor Andreas Pielhoop at 415-577-5461 or via 

email at pielhoop77@earthlink.net. 

 

Meet with Pastor Andreas – Pastor Andreas will have office hours on February 5 & 19 from 1pm-3pm in 

Card Room 1 upstairs at Stanley Dollar Clubhouse. You can make an appointment but walk-ins are welcome 

too.  

 

Birthday Blessings go out to Heidi Woolf who celebrates her birthday on Jan 18; Barrie Christensen who 

celebrates her birthday on Jan 19; Jean Faszholz who celebrates her birthday on Jan 20. 

 

Thank you to Musical Heart Strings for providing special music for today’s worship!   

 

Our Tenor-Bass (TTBB) Choir will rehearse & sing at worship on Sunday, Jan 25, at 9:15am. Come join us! 

 

Bible Study with Pastor Andreas – On Tuesday, January 20, we will meet at 2:00pm in the Bunker Room at 

Creekside. All are welcome. 

mailto:pielhoop77@earthlink.net


 

Our Hope Church Council meets both in-person and via Zoom on Wednesday, January 21, at 1pm at the 

Stanley Dollar Clubhouse in the Garden Room (downstairs). This will be a hybrid meeting. 

 

Fourth Wednesday Lunch Group – On Wednesday, January 28, we will gather for food and fellowship in 

Jesus’ name at the Hangout in Rossmoor at 11:30 a.m.  Call Pastor Andreas at 415-577-5461 by January 26 so 

he can make a reservation. 

 

Anchor Newsletter – if you are not currently receiving Hope’s Anchor newsletter and would like to, please 

give Robin your email address so you can be added to the distribution list. 

 

Helpers & Worship Assistants for: 

Today – January 18 Next Sunday – January 25 

Presider Pastor Andreas Pielhoop Presider Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Altar Jean, Gerda, Kathy Altar Jean, Gerda, Kathy 

Greeters Kathy Odne, Karen Peterson, Jacqui 

Ewing 

Greeters Gerda Peterson, Gwen Carlson, Robin 

Lay Reader Kathy Odne Lay Reader Jacqui Ewing 

Communion Assistants Bill Kuhnsman, Nancy 

Conrad 

Communion Assistants John Moilan, Lois Nelson 

Ushers Ingrid Wood, Nancy Conrad Ushers Sigrid Beach, Robin 

Livestream Jaxon Livestream Jaxon 

Special Music Musical Heart Strings Special Music TTBB 

 

Readings for next Sunday, Jan 25: Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1,4-9; 1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23 

 

Fellowship – Immediately following worship, please join us for a time of sharing coffee, goodies and great 

fellowship. Thank you to those helping with the set-up and clean-up.  We ask one person from each table to 

bring their tray up to the counter at 12:15pm.  This helps the clean-up tremendously.  You are welcome to stay, 

socialize and drink coffee beyond that but we must have the clean-up completed by 1pm. 

 

Rides to Church – Our volunteer drivers to worship are Sally Lionetti, Camilla Durham, Nancy Conrad (3rd, 

4th, 5th Sundays only). If you need a ride to church, please contact them for the possibility of a ride. 

 

Our Worship Service is available to live-stream and view online each week on our website.  The link to 

the live-stream worship service is https://bit.ly/3v6JTXm   The bulletin is available on the Hope website under 

the tab “Worship”.  Select “Worship Bulletin” and click on the desired week.  

 

Your Offering – If you would like to mail us your offering (including QCDs), please send it to:  Hope 

Lutheran Church, 399 Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek CA 94598 (This is Hope’s mailing address, not our worship 

location). 

 

Please remember in prayer:  Inge Knight, Paula Tagliareni, Joan Birke (Carole Weyand’s friend), Haley 

Thaning (Todd’s daughter), Nancy Siebenand, Sandy Williams, Joseph Aiello (Karen Krauth’s dad), Wayne 

Anderson, Michael Foreman, Lina Hale, Ingrid Brick, Steve Peterson, Camilla Spanjer 

 

 

 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ's promises as an Anchor for our lives" 

Hebrews 6:19 

https://bit.ly/3v6JTXm

