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Prelude      Instrumental Music         Carlyn Obringer 

 

 

Welcome & Introduction             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

In the waters of the Jordan, Jesus is revealed as the beloved Son of God. Through this great epiphany, Jesus 

fulfills all righteousness and becomes the servant of God who will bring forth justice and be a light to the 

nations. In the waters of baptism we too are washed by the Word, anointed by the Spirit, and named God’s 

beloved children. Our baptismal mission is to proclaim good news to all who are oppressed or in need of God’s 

healing. 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into  

being, the Wind stirring the waters. 

All: Amen.  

 

 

P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection.  

 

 

P: Mighty God, lover of justice, 

All: you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our 

neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. We say the right words, but our 

hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of 

Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

 

 

P: The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares: Like a spring of water that 

never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May 

the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.  

All: Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn   Shall We Gather at the River-ELW 423 (vs 1,2,4) Judy Ryken 

 

 
 

 

Greeting   

P:         The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with    

   you all. 

All:      And also with you. 

P:         In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         For this holy house, and all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

All:      Lord, have mercy. 

P:         Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

All:      Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of Praise     Every Time I Feel the Spirit-ACS 942   Judy Ryken 
 

 
 

Prayer of the Day             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P: Let us all pray together. 

All: O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 

him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your 

daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9           Jack Padley 

God’s servant is endowed with God’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not 

exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the servant’s 

task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light to the nations. 

1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he 

will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the street; 3 a 

bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 

justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth, and the coastlands 

wait for his teaching.  5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread 

out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6 I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given 

you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 

prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the LORD; that is my name; my 

glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I 

now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

 

 



Psalm 29                  Jack Padley & Congregation 
1 Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  
2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.  
3 The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.  
4 The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor. 
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;  
6 the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.  
7 The voice of the LORD bursts forth in lightning flashes. 8 

 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the forests bare. And in the temple of the LORD  

  all are crying, “Glory!”  
10 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; the LORD sits enthroned as king forevermore.  
11 O LORD, give strength to your people; give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 

 

Second Reading: Acts 10:34-43            Jack Padley 

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good news of 

God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of Peter’s preaching, 

Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but 

in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the 

message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message 

spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed 

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who 

were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone 

who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd Chapter       Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly as God’s 

child. 

13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, 

saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, 

for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit 

descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the 

Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of Our Lord   

All: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

Special Music     For the Beauty of the Earth            What4? 

 

Message     The Voice of God Speaks the Word     Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

 

 



Hymn of the Day   This Little Light of Mine-ELW 677      Judy Ryken 
 

 
 

Apostles Creed             Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, 

our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 

again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 

the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession           Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Each petition ends with: Merciful God,   Response: receive our prayer. 

 

Offering    

We invite you to place your Offering in the offering plate as it is passed. 

 

Special Music     Swing Down Chariot             What4? 

 

Offering Prayer  

P:  As we lift up our offerings to the Lord, let us pray.  

All: God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love 

you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy. Use what we have gathered to feed us 

with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 



 

Holy Communion:  Words of Institution      Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

P:   For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes again.  Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.    

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

At Hope we practice Open Communion.  We believe the invitation to the table comes from Jesus Christ 

himself. Therefore, you do not need to be a member of this or any other congregation to join in the meal.  

Gluten-free wafers are available. Please let the pastor know you prefer one when your turn comes.  To 

preserve the solemnity as guests at Christ's table, please return silently to your seat and refrain from talking 

while others receive Holy Communion. There will be plenty of opportunity afterwards at our coffee hour. 
 

Instrumental Music          Carlyn Obringer 
 

Prayer after Communion  

P:  Let us pray.   

All: Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body 

and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives 

may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 



Blessing (Please stand as you are able)  

P: May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you 

now and forever. 

All:      Amen. 

   Peace I Leave With You  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you. Not as the world giveth,  

give I unto you; Not as the world giveth, give I unto you.  

Let not your heart be troubled; Neither let it be afraid.  

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto you.  Amen.  

 

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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Announcements 

 

Pastoral Needs – For any pastoral need, you can call or text Pastor Andreas Pielhoop at 415-577-5461 or via 

email at pielhoop77@earthlink.net. 

 

Meet with Pastor Andreas – Pastor Andreas will have office hours on January 15 from 1pm-3pm in Card 

Room 1 upstairs at Stanley Dollar Clubhouse. You can make an appointment but walk-ins are welcome too.  

 

No birthdays nor anniversaries this week. 

 

Thank you to What4? for providing special music for today’s worship!   

 

Our Tenor-Bass (TTBB) Choir will rehearse & sing at worship on Sunday, Jan 25, at 9:15am. Come join us! 

 

Bible Study with Pastor Andreas – On Tuesday, January 20, we will meet at 2:00pm in the Bunker Room at 

Creekside. All are welcome. 

 

Anchor Newsletter – if you are not currently receiving Hope’s Anchor newsletter and would like to, please 

give Robin your email address so you can be added to the distribution list. 

 

Helpers & Worship Assistants for: 

Today – January 11 Next Sunday – January 18 

Presider Pastor Andreas Pielhoop Presider Pastor Andreas Pielhoop 

Altar Priscilla, Jean, Camilla Altar Jean, Gerda, Kathy 

Greeters Sigrid Beach, Jean Faszholz, Ann Gillette Greeters Kathy Odne, Karen Peterson, Jacqui 

Ewing 

Lay Reader Jack Padley Lay Reader Kathy Odne 

Communion Assistants Lois Nelson, Stella Tang Communion Assistants Bill Kuhnsman, Nancy 

Conrad 

Ushers John Moilan, Stella Tang Ushers Ingrid Wood, Nancy Conrad 

Livestream Jaxon Livestream Jaxon 

Special Music What4? Special Music Musical Heart Strings 
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Readings for next Sunday, Jan 18: Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11; 1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

 

Fellowship – Immediately following worship, please join us for a time of sharing coffee, goodies and great 

fellowship. Thank you to those helping with the set-up and clean-up.  We ask one person from each table to 

bring their tray up to the counter at 12:15pm.  This helps the clean-up tremendously.  You are welcome to stay, 

socialize and drink coffee beyond that but we must have the clean-up completed by 1pm. 

 

Rides to Church – Our volunteer drivers to worship are Sally Lionetti, Camilla Durham, Nancy Conrad (3rd, 

4th, 5th Sundays only). If you need a ride to church, please contact them for the possibility of a ride. 

 

Our Worship Service is available to live-stream and view online each week on our website.  The link to 

the live-stream worship service is https://bit.ly/3v6JTXm   The bulletin is available on the Hope website under 

the tab “Worship”.  Select “Worship Bulletin” and click on the desired week.  

 

Your Offering – If you would like to mail us your offering (including QCDs), please send it to:  Hope 

Lutheran Church, 399 Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek CA 94598 (This is Hope’s mailing address, not our worship 

location). 

 

Please remember in prayer:  Inge Knight, Paula Tagliareni, Joan Birke (Carole Weyand’s friend), Haley 

Thaning (Todd’s daughter), Nancy Siebenand, Sandy Williams, Joseph Aiello (Karen Krauth’s dad), Wayne 

Anderson, Michael Foreman, Lina Hale, Ingrid Brick, Steve Peterson 

 

 

 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ's promises as an Anchor for our lives" 

Hebrews 6:19 
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