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       THE   

  ANCHOR                                           
 

"We have this Hope of Christ’s promises as an 

anchor for our lives."  Hebrews 6:19           

 

Reflections of HOPE 
from Pastor Andy 

 

Stewardship: The Privilege of Sharing! 

 

“For I testify that they gave as much as they were 

able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on 

their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the 

privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s 

people…”   (II Corinthians 8:3-4)  

 

In his second letter to the church in Corinth, the 

Apostle Paul invites the church together with other 

churches in the area to join him in taking up a love 

offering for the believers in Jerusalem. He is 

encouraged by their rich generosity toward those in 

need. The churches were “urgently pleading with 

us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the 

Lord’s people.” Wow. What a beautiful picture of 

the essence of stewardship! God’s people urgently 

pleading for the privilege of sharing in all that God 

is doing in the world. For two Sundays in 

November, we will introduce the stewardship 

emphasis for 2020 at Hope Lutheran. 

 

• STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY – NOVEMBER 

10th: Each member of Hope will receive a 

pledge card for the 2020 Operating Budget. The 

message is from John 6:1-13, “A Miraculous 

Partnership”. 

 

• STEWARDSHIP DEDICATION SUNDAY – 

NOVEMBER 17th: Each member will have the 

opportunity to offer his/her pledge for 2020 as 

an act of worship and praise. The message is 

from Luke 5:1-11, “God’s Work, Our Hands.”  

 

I am eager to see all that the Lord has planned for us 

at Hope in 2020. We will continue to support 

Hope’s dynamic music ministries, the fourth   

(See REFLECTIONS on Page 2) 
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LIFE WITH JESUS 

by Janice Callentine 

 

Last month I mentioned that I love to talk about 

religion. I love to share my beliefs with others. I'm 

not trying to convert anybody, that is the Holy 

Spirit's job. Back when I was attending church 

regularly, it was easy to answer the question I often 

got "How was your weekend?"  I would mention 

something that happened at church. Interesting 

things are always happening when you go to 

church. 

 

I also love to hear other people's belief stories. I 

never judge them if they are different from mine. I 

think that if your belief system helps you feel closer 

to God, it's a good thing for you. 

 

Many people believe that  if you are a loving, 

honest, and sincere person and do what you can to 

help others, that should be enough.  If people are 

content to live a life without accepting Jesus, God 

will not love them  any less, but they will never be 

aware of what they're missing. After many years, I 

have never been able to figure out how to explain it 

to them. Trying  to explain to them the benefits of a 

life with Jesus is  like trying to explain to someone 

what chocolate tastes like, You have to experience 

to understand it 

 

Somehow, accepting Jesus allows us to view our 

life experiences in a new and different way. Many 

people refer to it as seeing life through the eyes of 

faith. We become aware of things that we've never 

noticed before. I think a teenage boy once  summed 

it up the best when he said, "If you're in love with a 

girl who drives a blue Volkswagen, you're going to 

notice every single blue Volkswagen that drives 

by.” 

 

Another example of this awareness involves the 

story of two groups of deer hunters.  

(See JESUS on Page 2) 
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REFLECTIONS (Cont’d from Page 1) 

Sunday luncheons, the numerous small group 

opportunities, all administrative expenses as well as 

continuing Hope’s rich history of philanthropy in 

our community and in the ELCA.  In 2020, we will 

be increasing the Operating Budget to include the 

following new ministries: 

 

• The Addition of an Associate Pastor on Staff: 

o Pastor Andy’s Salary and Benefits (2/3 

time) 

o Pastor Karen’s Salary (1/3 time) 

• Mission within Hope Lutheran expanded to 

include: 

o Special Advent and Lent Mid-Week 

Worship Services 

• Mission beyond Hope Lutheran expanded to 

include: 

o Completely redesigned website for 

greater exposure in the community 

o Deeper financial engagement in the 

Rossmoor Community 

 

My prayer for all of us in 2020 is that we will 

discover the privilege of “sharing in this service to 

the Lord’s people” in Rossmoor, the surrounding 

community and the world.   

 

Together in the name of Jesus, 

Pastor Andy 

 

****************************************** 

 

Members on the Move  

 

Dorothy Davis-Press has 

moved to Concord.  After 

she gets settled, she looks 

forward to returning to Hope. 

 

 

Dorothy Davis-Press 

2020 Grant St #701 

Concord, CA 94520 

 

Phone:  925-602-1910 

 

****************************************** 

 

 

 

JESUS (Cont’d from Page 1) 

The first group went into the forest and, when they 

came out that evening, the ranger asked them if 

they'd been successful. They responded that they 

hadn't seen a single deer all day. When the second 

group left the forest, they told the ranger that the 

woods had been full of deer. When we have the 

awareness of the Holy Spirit, we learn what signs to 

look for. 

  

When we view life with the eyes of faith, we are 

able to see the hand of God directing our lives. We 

may not notice it at the moment, but as we look 

back, we can see what I like to call God's 

fingerprints.  

 

Sometimes we are disappointed by the events in our 

lives, but as time goes by, something even better 

comes along and we can give thanks to God. That 

seems to be the way that God works. When we have 

a problem, we consider every possibility and pray 

for God to guide us in our choices. But when we are 

out of options that's when God surprises us by 

presenting a solution that we would have never 

thought of on our own. 

 

People who don't accept Jesus will never be able to 

experience the joy of a relationship with Him. They 

will never know  the power that the Holy Spirit 

gives us to be true children of God.  

 

Peace, love and HOPE, 

Janice 

 

****************************************** 

 

Time Change! 

 

Daylight Saving Time 

ends on 11/3/2019 and 

we return to Standard 

Time.  Remember to 

Fall Back and set your 

clocks back one hour 

before going to bed 

Saturday night 

 

****************************************** 
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******************************************  

 

SOCK-tober Fest! 

 

SOCK-tober Fest was a huge 

success.  We collected more than 

700 pairs of socks which will be given to the 

homeless in Walnut Creek. 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  And thanks to 

Wayne Sampson for spearheading this project. 

 

 
 

****************************************** 

 

        Let Them Eat Cake! 
 

Alice Engle celebrates her 99th birthday along with 

fellow birthday celebrants Bev Harris and Wayne 

Sampson.  The cake for the three was lovingly made 

by Julane Sampson. Happy Birthday, Alice, Bev, 

Wayne! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday, 

Charlene, with love 

from Arnold  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday, 

Arnold, with love 

from Charlene  

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

Serenity 

 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 

in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

     Romans 15:13 

 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

Minister of Music Report 

 

 
 

When I was a kid, I asked my grandfather what it 

was like to be getting older.  (I think he was about 

70 at the time, which doesn’t seem that old 

anymore).  He took the cigarette out of his mouth 

and said, “ah, it seems everything is just happening 

faster and I feel like I’m getting slower trying to 

keep up.  Why, … I remember when the radio was 

invented and our family couldn’t afford one.  And 

then it seemed everyone was getting a car but we 

couldn’t afford one of them.  Then I married your 

grandma and we started having kids and we 

couldn’t afford them either.”  He put the cigarette 

back in his mouth and then sighed, “life was tough 

in those days but it’s so much easier now.  I got a 

car, I got a radio, and now even a television. And 

the kids are all raised and I get to watch them 

struggling trying to raise their d*mn kids.  I’m just 

sorry your grandma can’t enjoy how easy it is to get 

along these days but without eyesight this life 

would be even harder for her now.  You know, she 

couldn’t see hardly at all and nowadays people 

drive their d*mn cars too d*mn fast!”  My 

grandfather was thrust on the streets of Kansas City 

as a boy when his parents broke up and he had to 

sell newspapers to help the family eat.  He had a 

fifth-grade education and eventually earned his way 

west working on the railroad from Kansas City to 

Ogden, Utah.  His vocabulary was rough but he 

didn’t care.  His sentences were filled with 

expletives that would make a seaman blush, but I 

loved listening to him. He worked as a clean-up 

man for a construction company until two weeks 

before his death at 75.  I never had heard him 

complain about anything until I asked that innocent 

question.  Now with Thanksgiving approaching I 

thought of our last Thanksgiving with him at his 

little house.  The place stunk like an ashtray, but he 

had about an acre of ground in the back where he 

raised pigs, chickens and turkeys.  That 

Thanksgiving we all went out in the back yard to 

watch my grandpa kill a turkey for dinner.  It was 

late morning and the first job was to catch the 

turkey.  I was assigned the job and I have to confess 

that I was so lousy at it that after a while he 

announced that my older brothers had to help.  It 

took them about one minute to corral the bird and 

bring it to grandpa.  He calmly said to my oldest 

brother, “I want you to hold it by the body and put 

its neck on this stump.”  My brother complied and 

quickly my grandpa took an axe and chopped off 

the head.  “Let her go!”, he exclaimed, and we all 

had a huge laugh watching the body run around for 

a minute or so.  Then we watched as he turned the 

body upside down to drain out the blood and we 

took turns pulling out the feathers.  Soon my mother 

took over and disappeared into the kitchen.  (I was 

an adult before I discovered the next steps.)  That 

was a memorable meal and one I will never forget 

because it was the first time I felt I actually helped.  

The final step was to sit down at the table and say 

grace which fell on my grandpa who probably had 

been to church about five times in his life.  He 

protested that he didn’t know how to pray but my 

mother wouldn’t let him refuse.  So he angrily said, 

“God, we want a blessing on this ‘d*mn food and 

this d*mn family…. Amen”.  That prayer was 

greeted by the only cheer I have ever heard after 

grace was given.  Maybe this year those of us who 

offer the Thanksgiving Grace can come up with 

something a little less crass that will still get a cheer 

(albeit silent) in the hearts of those around you.    

Enjoy your November and remember to pray before 

you eat on Thanksgiving.  You can be sure God is 

listening and may cheer your effort. 

 

Wayne Anderson, Minister of Music  

 

****************************************** 

 

 
 
Thank you, Bill Kuhnsman, for submitting this great sign! 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

It’s Good To Have Friends 

 

Arizona’s People of Hope 

Jack & Ruth Niemi, Ed Wessling 

 

 
 

NOTE:  To contact Pastor Jack & Ruth by email, 

use their comcast email addresses: 

 Pastor Jack jackniemi@comcast.net 

 Ruth  ruthniemi@comcast.net 

 

Fireside Dinner Dance, October 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Ove – Ove 

Floystrup & Pastor Andy 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We remember the Saints of Hope who made the 

journey to their heavenly home in 2019 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

              Mary Agee  Nellie Fong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Ed Johnson           Gale Wessling 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************** 

mailto:jackniemi@comcast.net
mailto:ruthniemi@comcast.net
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****************************************** 

 

November Birthdays 

 

November 1 Barbara Quan 

2 Don Kinunen 

3 Young Ko 

11 Pastor Karen Woida 

18 Marjorie Paulsen 

19 Sara Wood 

21 Gerda Peterson 

23 Evelyn Rorem 

24 Helen Litvak (95) 

27 Anita Parmeter 

28 Bill Kuhnsman 

 

    

****************************************** 

November Anniversaries 

 

November  10   Jack & Mary Lyn Padley 

17   Phil & Joan Barth 

22   Scott & Marilyn Loftesness 

28   Manuel & Hilda Bautista 

   

******************************************  

 

WOMEN OF HOPE Study & Discussion Group 

Stewarding the Gift of Joy 

 

“There is a fundamental difference 

between happiness and joy.  One 

could argue that happiness is to joy 

what the color pink is to fuchsia; 

both are vibrant, but fuchsia simply 

saturates the palette in a way that plain ol’ pink 

never will.”  Anna Madsen, author 

 

In this session we will take a deep dive into the gift 

and stewarding of joy:  Is it possible to know joy 

without knowing its opposite?  How can one 

cultivate a life of joy? 

 

Please come! Bring your Bible and a friend!  We’ll 

have coffee and tea and a little something to go with 

it!  Where?  The Bunker Room at Creekside, 10:00 

AM, Saturday, November 2, 2019 

 

Hope to see you,   

Pastor Karen  

****************************************** 

****************************************** 

Third Wednesday Lunch Bunch 

 

The 3rd Wednesday Lunch Bunch 

met on October 16.  Eleven were 

in attendance, and we had a great 

time together!  Five attendees 

were there for the first time.  We enjoyed taco soup 

made from Phyllis Rockwell's recipe, British scones 

from June Payne's recipe, and applesauce and 

pumpkin pie dessert squares from Julane's recipes! 

 

The next Lunch Bunch will meet from 12:00-2:00 

on Wednesday, November 20.  Check your calendar 

to see if you are available to sign up for the 

lunch.  Cost is $5 per person. 

 

******************************************  

Upcoming Events in November 

 

Saturday, November 2 – Women of Hope Bible 

Study at 10am, Bunker Room at Creekside 

 

Sunday, November 3 at 2am – Time Change! 

Remember to set your clocks back one hour before 

going to bed on Saturday night.  If you forget and 

show up at church an hour early, you can join choir 

practice.  All voices are welcome! 

 

Sunday, November 3 & 10 - Choir Practice begins 

at 9:00am  

 

Monday, November 11 – Council meeting at 1pm 

 

Sunday, November 24 – We will be having our 4th 

Sunday luncheon after service.  If you would like 

to bring something, we could use desserts. 

 

Sunday November 24 – TTBB Tenor-Base Choir 

practice begins at 9am 

 

****************************************** 

Small Group News 

 

Loss & Grief Group – The group will not be 

meeting in November due to Marjatta DeSchepper’s 

travel plans. The group will resume in the month of 

December. You can call Marjatta at 925-448-1049 

if you have any questions. 
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The Women of Hope Small Group –The women's 

Bible study group will meet on Saturday, November 

2, from 10-11:30am in the Bunker Room at 

Creekside. Pastor Karen will lead the study which is 

based on the Song of Solomon and is entitled: 

Stewarding the Gift of Joy. The study can be found 

in the November issue of Gather magazine. Please 

see Priscilla Mah if you have any questions. 

 

Monday Lunch Group – On Monday, November 

18, we will have lunch at choice of restaurant to be 

announced. We will meet at the Gateway Clubhouse 

front entrance at 11:10 and carpool to the restaurant. 

If you have questions, please call Inge Knight at 

925-954-7478. 

 

Wednesday Lunch Group – This group usually 

meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. 

Please talk to Esther Kuencer if you have any 

questions.  

 

Third Wednesday Lunch Bunch – Sign up on 

Sundays November 10 & 17 to attend the 3rd 

Wednesday Lunch Bunch on November 20 at the 

home of Wayne and Julane Sampson from 12:00pm 

to 2:00pm.  Cost is $5 per person. 

Julane & Wayne Sampson 

2425 Pine Knoll Drive, Unit #6 

Entry 5 

925-322-4227 or 925-278-4050 

 

The Small Group Going Out to Dinner – The 

Small Group Going Out to Dinner will be heading 

to Babushka restaurant (1475 Newell Avenue) on 

Thursday, November 14th. Reservations are for 

5:30 PM. Persons planning to attend should contact 

Karen Peterson (934-8463) by Sunday, November 

10th. Those wanting to carpool should meet at 

Gateway at 5 PM. 

 

Dinner-in-homes Groups – We have two Dinner 

in Homes Small Groups.  We all take turns hosting, 

and every member provides something for each 

meal as specified by the host.  We have openings.  

Singles and couples are welcome.  Two singles may 

work together to form a hosting team.  Please 

contact Priscilla Mah or Julane Sampson if you 

would like more information. 

 

******************************************  

 

****************************************** 

 

Trinity Center Wish List 

 
Important:  Trinity Center is NOT accepting 

donations of women’s clothing, make-up, blankets at 

this time. 
 

SOCK-tober Fest was a great 

success.  We received more than 

700 pairs of socks which will be 
given to the homeless in Walnut 

Creek 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Of course, you are always welcome to bring other items 

to help Trinity Center’s powerful ministry to the Walnut 
Creek homeless. Items that Trinity Center needs the 

most: 

Food Pantry Items 

Cases of bottled water 

Stews, chili, corned beef hash, Cup of noodles 
Fruit, fruit cups, pudding 

Peanut butter & jelly, crackers 

Cans with pop tops appreciated.  
 

Gift Cards and Transportation 

Safeway, Target Gift Cards, any amount 
Gift Cards for Gasoline for those who have cars – can be 

purchased at Safeway & Lucky 

Bus Passes and BART Tickets (BART tickets with small 

amounts left are welcome) 
County Connection Single Ride Tickets – available at 

County Connection office 

 

Clothing Items They Need The Most: 

Men's socks, Men's underwear, Men’s belts 

Men's pants (sweat pants, jeans, casual, dress) new or 

used clean 

 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

Worship Assistants for November 2019  

 

Altar Guild  

11/3 June Payne, Sara Wood, Nancy Siebenand 

11/10 June Payne, Priscilla Mah, Sara Wood 

11/17 Jean Possin, Debbie Bergvall 

11/24 Jean Possin, Debbie Bergvall, Ingrid Wood 

  

Greeters 

11/3 Jean Possin, Shirley Griffey 

11/10 Carol Kreuger, Gwen Carlson 

11/17 Lynne Smith, Ingrid Wood 

11/24 Karen Peterson, Sandy Williams 

  

Ushers  

11/3 Carol Krueger, Gerda Peterson 

11/10 Shirley Griffey, Sandy Williams 

11/17 Lina & Wally Hale 

11/24 Evelyn Olson, Robin Kanno 

 

Communion Assistants  

11/3 John Moilan, Sally Nordwall 

11/10 Mark Krauth, Gerda Peterson 

11/17 Margaret Anderson, Lynne Smith 

11/24 Nancy Siebenand, Bill Kuhnsman 

  

Lay Readers 

11/3 Jack Padley 

11/10 Inge Knight 

11/17 Mark Krauth 

11/24 Tom Hunt 

 

Thank you for your faithful service! 

If you are going to be gone, please ask someone 

to trade with you. 

 

***************************************** 

Worship Assistant Coordinators 

 

Altar Guild – Jean Possin 

Ushers – Evelyn Olson 

Communion Assistants – Mary Lyn Padley 

Greeters – Sandra Williams 

Lay Readers – Mark Krauth 

Fellowship – Margaret Anderson 

Offering Counters – Jean Possin 

Altar & Table Flowers – Mary Lyn Padley 

 

*****************************************  

 

***************************************** 

Hope Lutheran Church Staff 

 

Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Andy Smith 

Associate Pastor:  The Rev. Karen Woida 

Parish Assistant:  Janice Callentine 

Minister of Music:  Wayne Anderson 

Financial Manager:  Carolyn Schick 

Cantor:  Don Gurley 

Parish Worker:  Marjatta DeSchepper 

Parish Manager:  Robin Kanno 

 

Rossmoor Interfaith Council Representative:  

Nancy Conrad 

 

***************************************** 

 

2019 Hope Church Council Members 

 

Clint Mah (President) 

Mark Krauth (Vice President) 

Tom Hunt (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Marjatta DeSchepper 

Robin Kanno 

Bill Kuhnsman 

Carolyn Schick 

 

******************************************             

 

God’s Work, Our Hands.   

 

Have you remembered the Hope 

Endowment Fund in your will or 

trust? When you plan your giving for 2019, think 

about the Hope Endowment Fund.  Your 

contribution is tax deductible.  For more 

information, please contact Evelyn Olson or any 

member of the Hope Endowment Committee.  

Members are identified on their name badges. 

 

Endowment Committee Members 

 

Evelyn Olson - Coordinator 

Mark Conrad 

Tom Hunt 

Mark Krauth 

Stella Liu 

Jack Padley 

Wayne Sampson 

Carolyn Schick 

*****************************************   
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*****************************************  

 

Welcome New Members! 

 

Say “Hello” to new members Dick & Gwen 

Carlson, Bev Harris, Bill Ryan, Lynne Smith 

 

Dick & Gwen Carlson 

2300 Tick Creek Dr #3 

Walnut Creek, CA 94595-5222 

Phone: 925-954-7446 

Gwen Cell: 925-357-0732 

Email: RGCarl@comcast.net  

 

Beverly Harris 

6401 Center St. #229 

Clayton, CA 94517-1479 

Cell: 925-222-8007 

Email: 

martinezbev@comcast.net 

 

Bill Ryan  

PO Box 2757 

Walnut Creek, CA 94595 

Cell: 925-330-6130 

Email: wmjoryan@comcast.net 

 

Lynne Smith 

90 Banbridge Place 

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Lynne Cell:  925-216-2448 

Lynnesmith2448@gmail.com  

 

*****************************************  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

*************************************** 

 

Two November Events Sponsored by Interfaith 

Council 

 

 The Interfaith Council of Rossmoor has two 

events scheduled in November. On Thursday, Nov 

7, a Compassionate Listening workshop will be 

offered in the Fairway Room from 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 

p.m. with Marjatta Deschepper as leader. The focus 

will be on listening when conflict is an issue. 

Interactive role play will give participants 

opportunity to practice. 

 

 The annual interfaith Harvest Festival will 

be held as usual on the Monday before 

Thanksgiving, Nov. 25 from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. in 

the Event Center. Following the successful 

Diversity Consciousness Forum held on August 23, 

the theme of “Prayer in all its Forms” will be 

discussed by a panel of five persons from diverse 

backgrounds. In addition, an interfaith altar will 

grace the front of the Tahoe Room, music will be on 

the program, an offering for the local Food Bank 

will be taken, and refreshments will be provided by 

Byron Park. To end the program, a variety of world 

music will be played for dancing or free movement. 

 

 In 2019, seven Big Questions Forums were 

held with fourteen speakers representing different 

faith paths speaking to the question of how their 

faith understood the question of “Who, What, 

Where is God?” Planning is underway for 2020 to 

address the Big Question of “What is the 

relationship between your faith path and science?” 

It is not necessary to live in Rossmoor to attend 

these programs. 

 

***************************************** 

 

 

mailto:RGCarl@comcast.net
mailto:martinezbev@comcast.net
mailto:wmjoryan@comcast.net
mailto:Lynnesmith2448@gmail.com

