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         Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 
 

"We have this Hope of Christ’s promises as an anchor for our lives."  Hebrews 6:19 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

REFLECTIONS OF HOPE 
from Pastor Andy 

 

“A 2am Friend…” 
 

“At that time, Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, where she 
entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth.” (Luke 1:39) 

 

 The Christmas story is about God surprising us at the most unexpected time in the most unusual 
circumstances through the most unlikely people. Mary was probably a teenager at the time the angel, Gabriel, 
surprised her with the news that she was pregnant. Pregnant? Impossible! Mary had never been intimate with 
any man, not even her fiancé, Joseph. What would she say to him? I am sure questions consumed Mary in the 
initial hours that followed the angel’s announcement. According to the gospel of Matthew, “Because Joseph 
her fiancé was a righteous man and did not want to expose Mary to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce 
her quietly (Matthew 1:19).” In an instant, Mary’s life was turned upside down. She needed a “2am friend” to 
walk alongside her as she navigated the most turbulent few months of her life. 
 
A 2am friend is that friend you are able to call at any time – 2am, 2pm, 12am, 
8pm…Anytime. A friend that will come to your aid at a moment’s notice. The 
gospel writer, Luke, tells us, “At that time, Mary got ready and hurried to a 
town in the hill country of Judea, where she entered Zechariah’s home and 
greeted Elizabeth (Luke 1:39).” Zachariah and Elizabeth’s home was a safe 
place for Mary. Elizabeth was her 2am friend. Upon greeting Mary, the baby in Elizabeth’s womb leaped for 
joy and she exclaimed, “Why am I so favored that the mother of my Lord would come and visit me? (Luke 
1:43).” In the most turbulent season of her young life, Mary heard her 2am friend, Elizabeth, call her “the 
mother of my Lord!” Mary’s spirit was filled with joy as she began to sing a hymn of praise known today as the 
Magnificat (glorifies) because her soul glorified the Lord in song (Luke 1:46-53). Our 2am friends have a way of 
bringing the sound of music back into our lives.  
 
Do you have a 2am friend in your life? Are you a 2am friend to someone else? This past year, we have learned 
to appreciate little acts of kindness shared with one another. A simple text message, an email, a phone call or 
a handwritten note means so much to those who are struggling. In a year where we have not been able to 
gather freely in larger groups, we are learning how to be 2am friends with one another.  
 
This time of year is difficult for many people. May we, like Elizabeth, become 2am friends to one another and 
to those around us who might be struggling this holiday season. I think I will put my phone on the nightstand 
by my bed for the next few weeks…just in case… 
 
Together, in the name of Jesus, 

Pastor Andy 
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Pastor Karen’s Page 

ADVENT SEASON 
The Season of Advent is about the Beginning and the End and all of 

the time in between!  We live in the hope and the challenge of the 

“already” and the “not yet.”  We await the celebration of the birth of 

the Savior which took place 2000 years ago and look for his coming 

again at the end of days. The challenge for many of us is “How long 

must we wait?”  The hope for today that is ours:  Jesus is with us in 

this liminal time – the time between “already” and “not yet.”  

Each Sunday we mark the time by lighting a candle in the Advent 

Wreath and adding a “Candle” banner above the altar. Royal blue and purple, colors of majesty and hope, are 

the colors of the Season and are reflected in the paraments. The four candles, one for each of the weeks, have 

been given names in the past, such as Peace, Hope, Love, Joy. This year we will name them for the wonderous 

gifts we receive “When God Surprises Us” based on the Advent Sermon Series. When God Surprises Us: 

We Hope Again! 

We Trust Again! 

We Sing Again! 

We Rejoice Again! 
         Hallelujah! Come Lord Jesus! Come! 

 

Blue Christmas 
For many of us, the Christmas Holidays bring with them a renewed sense of grief 

or sadness. Perhaps this is a time of year when a loved one died, or painful 

childhood memories of Christmases past may creep up to steal our joy. Even our 

sense of loneliness may be heightened as we watch others around us celebrating 

with family and friends. A “Blue Christmas” is not just the title to a song, but a 

reality in the lives of those around us. 

When we are part of a family of faith like Hope Lutheran Church, we need never go 

through this time alone. God has richly blessed us with one another. We are the 

listening ears, the comforting shoulder, the warm and welcoming presence of Christ for each other. If you are 

feeling down, please call me at 1-925-822-6341, or Pastor Andy. Your confidence will be kept, and if you wish, 

others are ready to gather around you in support and encouragement. 

For this very reason Jesus Christ came into the world! Hallelujah!  Pastor Karen 
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Women of Hope 

This small group is open to all women!  If you have a friend you’d like to welcome, we will meet in person in 
the Bunker Room at Creekside, on December 4, at 10:00 AM. Our conversation will focus on: 
 

                                 The gift of the Spirit 
Celtic Christians likened the Holy Spirit not to a dove, but to a goose. In these three 
sessions of the fall Gather Bible study, the Rev. Sara Olson-Smith, associate pastor at St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, Iowa, is leading us on our own divine Wild Goose chase. 
We’ll track the Holy Spirit’s actions throughout the Bible and throughout our lives. We’ll 
explore how the Spirit moves God’s people into adventures and lives we would never dare 
risk on our own. 
 

Session 3: Wind of God: Mover and Guider 
This month, in session three, we’ll continue our wild goose chase through Scripture, keeping our eyes out for 
signs of the Holy Spirit’s life-giving actions. We’ll see how the Holy Spirit moves us, propelling us forward with, 
life, and hope.  And we’ll notice how this life-giving work is not just for us as individuals.  God’s Spirit brings us 
life by empowering and guiding us into action. 
 
For each week of Advent, we will have an opportunity for a devotional journey with the Women of Advent:  
Hannah. Mary, Elizabeth, and Anna. This devotional is also included in the Nov/Dec Issue of Gather Magazine. 
If you don’t currently have a subscription, I will be happy to get the information to you! 
 
Call or email me to receive the study materials: 925-822-6341, karenwoida@gmail.com.  It’s a lively group and 
we’d be so happy to have you join us! 
 
Pastor Karen 

 

          

 

 

 

 

**************************************************************************************** 

 
Dear People of Hope, 

Thank you for all of the ways you have blessed us on 
staff during the year!  Your love and encouragement 
have kept us going through the difficult time of the 
pandemic and of saying “Goodbye” to many cherished 
members of this family of faith. 

Wishing you every blessing in this Advent and 
Christmas Season! 

Pastor Andy, Pastor Karen, Robin, Wayne & 
Margaret, Carolyn & Marv, Clint, Bill, Sally, 
Kimberly, and Judy 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:O_Canada_goose.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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****************************************** 

God’s Calendar 
by Janice Callentine 

 
This weekend we observe the first 
Sunday in Advent, the beginning 
of a new church year. Many 
churches observe the seasons of 
the church year, which are 
Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, 
Easter, and Pentecost. We use 
calendars to keep track of the seasons. There are 
many types of calendars that people around the 
world observe today. We have the church calendar, 
which runs from Advent (November or December) 
until the next Advent. School Systems have a 
calendar that runs from September till June. Then 
we have the ordinary calendar that runs from 
January to December. There is also the Jewish 
calendar that runs from Rosh Hashanah 
(September or October) until the next Rosh 
Hashanah.  
 
Sometimes I think we take calendars for 
granted.  We use calendars to try to put some 
order in our chaotic lives by planning ahead. We 
use calendars to give a timeline to our lives and 
give dates to our history, for if we do not learn 
from history, we are doomed to repeat it. Without 
calendars to keep track of events we wouldn't 
know that Haley's Comet comes around every 75 
years. 
 
So where did the calendar come from? Some 
calendars are based on the solar system, the sun 
and the stars. Other calendars, like the Jewish 
calendar, are based on the lunar system, the 
monthly cycles of our moon. In ancient times about 
only 10% of the people could read, but that didn't 
bother the other 90%, they used the real sun and 
the real stars as their calendar. The solar system 
told them when to plant crops and the stars 
showed them how to travel. Since the calendar is 
based on God's creation, I believe that the author 
of our calendar is God. Our current calendar 
system is even centered around the Incarnation of 

Christ. AD, or anno domini, is Latin for the year of 
the Lord. 
 
Over the years our calendars have needed to 
gradually be refined to reflect our growing 
understanding of the inner workings of God's 
creation. Most of our calendars are based on the 
solar year, the amount of time it takes for our Earth 
to make a complete revolution around the Sun. In 
the 700's BC, however, the calendar and the solar 
year we're out of sync. The calendar had 10 
months. It started in March and ended in 
December. This accounted for 304 days. That took 
them to early winter. The winter season didn't 
have months. For the remaining 61 days of the 
year, they ignored months and waited until the first 
day of spring to start their calendar year over again 
as the 1st of March. 
 
Every time we switch to a new version of the 
calendar, we have to come up with the name for 
the previous version. The name that was given to 
one of the old calendars was the AUC calendar. 
AUC stands for "ab urbe condita" which is Latin for 
"since the foundation of Rome". They assumed 
that Rome was founded in what we now call 753 
BC.  
 
When Julius Caesar came to power, around 60 BC, 
he decided to try to get the calendar back in sync 
with our solar reality. He got his new refined 
calendar named after him, but it was his 
astronomers that did all the work figuring things 
out. Caesar added January and February to the 
calendar to make up for the missing 61 winter 
days. He also added an extra day in February every 
4 years, so it was Julius Caesar who was the father 
of leap year.  
 
I am running out of space, and this fascinating story 
is just getting started.  So, I'm asking you to tune in 
next month to hear what Wise Old Ben Franklin 
had to say about all this calendar maneuvering. It 
was pretty funny. 
 
Peace, love and HOPE,  
Janice 
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****************************************** 
Minister of Music Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I recently received a very entertaining article 
written by a seminary classmate, Curt McCormack, 
who wrote about his struggles with aging and 
health.  I was struck by how insightful his views are 
about how he fights with something we all have to 
deal with and I thought I should pass on the basics 
to my friends at Hope. He wrote that he has come 
to absolutely hate GRAVITY.  We all know that 
Gravity is the force of the earth’s attraction.  A 
property we cannot control that affects everything 
and everybody. I hadn’t thought much about it, but 
I too can’t stand it.  Gravity is something we all take 
for granted but this article expanded the way I 
think about it. Isaac Newton expounded on it but 
Curt’s ideas are very creative and bring home the 
issues of daily life. 
 
Gravity is making life more difficult for us each and 
every day. We are all shrinking in stature. I’ve lost a 
couple of inches in height and I’m sure most of you 
would find that true for yourself. My wife 
complains that her driver’s license says she is two 
and a half inches taller than she is now.  I find it 
harder to reach down to pick up things especially if 
they are on the floor.  Bending down to retrieve 
something used to be a lot easier.  I don’t weigh as 
much as I did a few years ago, but standing up can 
be an ordeal if I have been sitting for a while. I’m 
beginning to think that the packaging in grocery 
stores has secretly gotten heavier.  Gravity forces 
the beautiful fall leaves to fall and turn the scenery 
into a bunch of boring sticks. My shoe laces are 
more difficult to tie because they are too close to 
the floor so I try to wear slip-ons.  Gravity is slyly 
making stairs steeper. Curt says, “my great uncle 
Arthur-itis has started to plague my fingers in a way 
that they don’t close and manipulate the way used 
to.  It seems Gravity loves this and maliciously pulls 
things to the floor.”  And the same is true for me as 

I play the piano. It’s tougher these days to play as 
well as I used to.  Gravity is making my fingers 
heavier each and every day and I have to work 
harder to do something that was so natural for 
years. 
 
We all are anchored to the earth and for that we 
have Gravity to thank. It keeps the air from floating 
away and helps my car stay on the street.  But 
Gravity also puts debris in my way and shortens the 
distance of my golf shots. It’s a conundrum. I’m fed 
up with Gravity!  It didn’t used to bother me but 
over the last decade it seems to be intensifying and 
it makes my life troublesome. 
 
The problem for us is to understand that while we 
might have less admiration for the gravitational 
pull on our lives, we are stuck with it.  May God 
grant us peace and patience. The peace we need to 
trust the universe He created is actually 
perfect…and enough patience to struggle on 
although we are not. 
 

Wayne Anderson 
 Minister of Music  

 
 

****************************************** 
  

        2021    
 
IMPORTANT:  Offerings to be credited for 2021 
must be received by Dec. 26, 2021.  Thank you for 
your gracious generosity! 
 
****************************************** 

2022 Hope Budget 
 
In order for the Church Council to best establish 
our Operating Budget for the New Year, we need to 
have received as many estimated giving pledges as 
possible by December 31, 2021. If you have not yet 
turned in your 2022 pledge form, please place it in 
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the offering plate on any Sunday morning or mail it 
to Carolyn Schick. The Operating Budget for 2022 
will be presented to the congregation for approval 
during the Annual Meeting on January, 30, 2022.  
 
****************************************** 

The Way We Were 
By Wayne Quan 

 
Some nostalgia.  It was December 1942; we have 
been at war for one year.   Traditional carols were 
heard on the radio, at banks, at schools, and at 
department stores.  You can hear the tingling of 
bells of Salvation Army in the streets.  Greeting 
cards always say " Merry Christmas" and not 
"Holiday or Seasons Greetings". Nativity scenes 
were commonly seen.  Crime rate was low.  Men 
were either fighting the war or working at a war 
related industry.  Traffic was sparse because autos 
were not produced and gasoline was rationed.   
There was no television, freeways, shopping malls, 
fast food chains, parking meters, credit cards, 
computers, cell phones, jet planes and airport 
security. 
 
Life was simple, but not so bad.  Oh, to be young 
again. 
 
Heb 13:8. Jesus Christ the same yesterday and 
today and forever. 
****************************************** 

Endowment Committee Helps Others 
By Jack Padley 

 
At the recommendation of the Hope Endowment 
Committee, the Council approved the distribution 
of $2100 to three charities in 2021.  The three are:  
 

• the ELCA Fund for Leaders, which provides 
scholarships for students attending ELCA 
seminaries 

• the Rossmoor Scholarship Foundation, which 
grants college scholarships to deserving 
students from seven local high schools and 
Diablo Valley College 

• the Rossmoor Fund, which provides assistance 
to Rossmoor residents experiencing financial 
needs.   

 
Each organization is receiving $700. 
 
****************************************** 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

****************************************** 
IT’S SOCK-TOBER! 

Thank you, Hope Family, for 
your generous 
contributions in support of 
SOCK-tober.  And great 
thanks to Wayne Sampson 
for coordinating this event 
and ordering all the socks 
online.  This has been a 
really successful campaign! 
 
The numbers are in: 
Pairs of socks donated  1,553 
Hope member donations  $1,170 
Thrivent Action team seed money $   250 
Total money    $1,420 
 
AWESOME! Thank you, Hope Family, for caring and 
sharing! 
 
****************************************** 
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****************************************** 
 

Hope Family & Friends News 
 

School Kits on Their Way 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wayne Sampson’s car is loaded up with all the 
boxes of School Kits.  They had to be dropped off at 
Bethel Lutheran Church in Cupertino which was the 
gathering place for the donations.  Wayne has been 
very active in our benevolence activities as the 
driving force in the SOCK-tober campaign and the 
delivery driver for school kits! 
 

On Location with Debbie 

 
Debbie Bergvall captured this storm approaching 
at Auronzo di Cadore in the Dolomites (Italy).  
There is snow up there! 

Fall Foliage 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Priscilla Mah captured some beautiful fall color 
while she and Clint were visiting Winston-Salem, 
NC. 
 
****************************************** 

Morning Prayer 
Submitted by Hilda Bautista 

 
Dear Lord,  

May I always look forward in HOPE of what 
good I can accomplish each day. 

Amen! 
****************************************** 

Family History Research 
Compiled by Ingrid Wood - Nov. 8, 2021 

 
Ingrid Wood loves family history and is an excellent 
researcher.  She compiled the following article for 
the Livermore Heritage Guild Newsletter about her 
husband’s ancestor and his special friend. 
 
Curtis and Ingrid Wood were married in Oakland, 
CA. Ingrid took great interest in learning the history 
of her husband’s California family going back to 
1850. Curt was a descendant of David and Eliza 
Glass who had travelled in a covered wagon from 
Iowa to Placerville. Eventually they settled in San 
Ramon. They had seven children all born in the San 
Ramon Valley. Their oldest daughter was Clara 
Glass (Curt’s great-grandmother) and the youngest 
was Clement Rolla Glass (Curt’s great-granduncle).  
 
Rolla Glass became a Mining Engineer. In 1899 
when Rolla was 31, he left San Ramon and traveled 
to Bolivia, South America. There he found 



   Page 8 
 

employment in the Tin Mines in the Andes 
Mountains. It was there in 1907 that he hired 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid as payroll 
guards!  He died on Jan. 2, 1909 at age 41 while on 
a trip to Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
 
In 2015, Ingrid started to write a book “Rolla, the 
Yankee from San Ramon”. She included a chapter 
on Margaret (Maggie) McKee who was a school 
friend of Clement Rolla Glass. They met at the 
Livermore College Institute in 1881. In 1882, 
Maggie signed Rolla’s autograph album but used 
her father’s name, Mr. W. McKee. Quite curious 
since her father died in 1880. 
To Rolla 
Why do smiles sometimes delight us, bright eyes 
turn our visions cold. 
What is that which sometimes tells us, all that 
glitters is not gold! 
Yours in Friendship, Mr. W. McKee, November 1882 
 
When Margaret McKee died on June 6, 1922 at age 
58, an outpouring of love was given to this beloved 
teacher who taught at Livermore Grammar School 
for thirty-six years. The town flag was kept at half-
mast the day of her funeral. In her memory, a 
beautiful framed picture of a field of California wild 
flowers with the ocean in the background was 
purchased with donations from many friends. In 
April 1923, it was hung in the main entrance of the 
new school as a memorial. 

 
1905 – Margaret McKee’s fifth grade class 

 
Twenty years later in September 1943, fire struck 
the Livermore Elementary School and the painting 
dedicated to Margaret’s memory was presumed 

destroyed. It was not so. In 2014 Livermore 
Historian Richard Finn and Ingrid Wood went to the 
school office to inquire about the painting after 
finding an article about the fire in Sept 24, 1943 
edition of The Livermore Herald. Although the 
school did not know the whereabouts of the 
painting, Richard Finn continued inquiring around 
town for the next seven years.  The search was a 
success.  In 1921, Richard and Ingrid visited the 
historic home of Barbara & Lee Savoy on L Street in 
Livermore. The painting hangs in the gallery of their 
home in the Gallery, the most special place for 
Margaret McKee’s Memorial Painting.  
 
****************************************** 

****************************************** 
Hope Council’s Corner, November 2021 

 
Here are the highlights from our "virtual" Council 
meeting on Monday, November 8, 2021.   
 
2021 Endowment Fund Distributions - Council 
approved the following Endowment Fund 
distributions for 2021 totaling $2,100: 
   The Rossmoor Fund: $700 
   The Rossmoor Scholarship Foundation.: $700 
   ELCA Fund for Leaders: $700 
 
Reception of New Members - Our reception of 
new Members and Associate Members on 
Reformation Sunday (October 31, 2021) was very 
successful with 8 people joining. 
 
Contra Costa County (CCC)/Golden Rain 
Foundation (GRF) COVID Guidelines - Challenges 
continue as we attempt to stay current on the 
ongoing COVID regulations promulgated by CCC 
and GRF. Proof of vaccination is now required for 
our worship services on Sunday morning. Masks 
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are now optional. Our Staff has done an excellent 
job monitoring these guidelines and we thank 
them. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Andy Smith   Bill Kuhnsman 
Pastor   President, Hope Council 
 
******************************************  
 
 

****************************************** 
Laughter is Therapeutic  

 
Bill's Beneficial Bible Study 
Submitted by Bill Kuhnsman 

 
Lest we forget the 6th Commandment - Adultery is 
a sin. 
You can't have your Kate and Edith too! 
 
 

For the Golfers 
Submitted by Lina & Wally Hale 

 
Golfer #1:  How do you like my game? 
Caddy #1:  Oh, it’s pretty good—but personally, I 
prefer golf! 
 
Golfer #2:  What a lousy shot!  I feel like drowning 
myself in that lake! 
Caddy #2:  Well, I don’t know. You think you can 
keep your head down that long? 
 
Golfer #3:  You think I can get there with a 5 iron? 
Caddy #3:  Well, sure—eventually. 
 
******************************************  
 
God’s Work, Our Hands.   
 
Have you remembered the Hope 
Endowment Fund in your will or 
trust? When you plan your giving for 2021, think 
about the Hope Endowment Fund.  Your 

contribution is tax deductible.  For more 
information, please contact Evelyn Olson or any 
member of the Hope Endowment Committee.  
Members are identified on their name badges. 
 
Endowment Committee Members 

Evelyn Olson (Coordinator) 
Mark Conrad 
Mark Krauth 
Jack Padley (Liaison to Hope Council) 
Wayne Sampson 
Carolyn Schick   

****************************************** 
Small Group News 

 
The Women of Hope Bible Study – The women's 
Bible study group will meet on Saturday, December 
4, from 10:00 - 11:30 a.m., in the Bunker Room at 
Creekside. Newcomers are welcome to join us for 
scripture reading, discussion and prayer. Please 
contact Pastor Karen, 925-822-6341, if you would 
like study materials. 
 
Third Friday Lunch Group – on Friday, December 
17, we will have lunch at the diner in the Rossmoor 
shopping center at 11:30 a.m. Since it will be the 
season of love and giving, I would like for us to 
bring a small gift to share - a white elephant gift. 
That should be a lot of fun.   If you need a ride, call 
Inge Knight at 925 954-7478. 
 
The Small Group Going Out to Dinner – The Small 
Group Going Out to Dinner will NOT meet in 
December. In January we will dine at Maguey 
Mexican Restaurant located at 3168 Danville Blvd 
in Alamo. The date is to be determined.   
 
Dinner-in-homes Groups – The Hope Dinner in 
Homes groups are recruiting new members.  Each 
group consists of 6-8 Hope members who gather 
once a month in each other’s homes for an evening 
of good food and fellowship.  The dinners are 
rotated so hosting is only occasional and are 
typically potlucks, with the hosts providing the 
main dish and the others bringing the balance of 
the needed dishes.  The details are worked out 
among the group members, e.g. the date, time and 
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alternate formats as desired.  Both couples and 
singles are encouraged to join.  These groups have 
proven to be great ways to share delicious food 
with church members who quickly become good 
friends.  After six months the groups will be 
reconfigured to encourage more friendships to 
grow. 
 
If you’d like to try out one of these groups, you are 
encouraged to contact Mary Lyn Padley (925)433-
2160 or Priscilla Mah (925)891-4863. 
 
****************************************** 

Upcoming Events in December  
 
Saturday, Dec 4 – Women’s Bible Study via Zoom 
at 10:00am.  
 
Sunday, Dec 5 – Our Hope Choir will rehearse at 
9:15am (COVID restrictions permitting)   
 
Tuesday, Dec 7 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 
video conference 
 
Sunday, Dec 12 – Our Hope Choir will rehearse at 
9:15am (COVID restrictions permitting)   
 
Monday, Dec 13 – Hope Council Meeting at 
1:00pm via video conference 
 
Tuesday, Dec 14 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 
video conference 
 
Tuesday, Dec 21 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 
video conference 
 
Saturday, Dec 18 – Anchor articles and group 
updates due for January Edition 
 
Tuesday, Dec 28 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 
video conference 
 
Friday, Dec 24 – Christmas Eve service at 2:00pm in 
the Fireside Room 
 
Sunday, Dec 26 – Our Tenor-Bass (TTBB) Choir will 
not rehearse due to the Christmas holiday. 

****************************************** 
Worship Assistants for December 2021 
  
Altar Care 
12/5 Priscilla Mah, Sara Wood 
12/12 Priscilla Mah, Sara Wood 
12/19 Jean Possin, Ingrid Wood 
12/24 Jean Possin, Priscilla Mah 
12/26 Jean Possin, Ingrid Wood 
1/2 Priscilla Mah, Sara Wood 
  
Greeting Team  
12/5 Gwen Carlson, Karen Peterson, Robin Kanno 
12/12 Shirley Griffey, Lynne Smith, Robin Kanno 
12/19 Sandy Williams, Ingrid Wood, Robin Kanno 
12/24 Jean Possin, Bill Kuhnsman, Robin Kanno 
12/26 Gerda Peterson, Nancy Siebenand, Robin 
Kanno 
1/2 Inge Knight, Jean Possin, Robin Kanno 
  
Lay Readers 
12/5 Evelyn Olson 
12/12 Mark Krauth (Service with Christmas carols) 
12/19 Nancy Conrad 
12/24 Margaret Anderson 
12/26 Sandy Williams 
1/2 Shirley Griffey 
 
Communion Assistants  
12/5 Lynne Smith, Barbara Quan 
12/12 Christmas Carols & Brief Homily – no 
Communion 
12/19 Bill Kuhnsman, Robin Kanno  
12/24 Mark & Karen Krauth 
12/26 Shirley Griffey, Sara Wood, John Moilan (need 
3. PA on vac) 
1/2 Evelyn Olson, Gerda Peterson 

****************************************** 
Worship Assistant Coordinators 
 
Altar Care – Jean Possin 
Ushers – Evelyn Olson 
Communion Assistants – Mary Lyn Padley 
Greeters – Sandra Williams 
Lay Readers – Mark Krauth 
Fellowship – Position open 
Offering Counters – Jean Possin 
Altar & Table Flowers – Mary Lyn Padley 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 
2021 Hope Church Council Members 
Bill Kuhnsman (President) 
Barrie Christensen (Vice President) 
Mark Krauth (Secretary/Treasurer) 
Robin Kanno (Operations Manager) 
Jack Padley (Liaison to Endowment Committee) 
Wayne Quan (Anchor Contributor) 
Carolyn Schick (Financial Manager) 
 
****************************************** 
Hope Lutheran Church Staff & Representatives 
 
Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Andy Smith 
Associate Pastor:  The Rev. Karen Woida 
Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Jack Niemi 

Minister of Music:  Wayne Anderson 
Financial Manager:  Carolyn Schick 
Cantor:  Judy Ryken 
Care Ministry:  Margaret Anderson  
Operations Manager:  Robin Kanno  
Interfaith Council Representative:  Sally Nordwall 
Webmaster:  Clint Mah 
Website: www.hoperossmoor.org  
 
Anchor contributors:  Pastor Andy, Pastor Karen, 
Janice Callentine, Wayne Anderson, Wayne Quan, 
Bill Kuhnsman, Clint Mah, Priscilla Mah, Margaret 
Anderson, Debbie Bergvall, Wayne Sampson, Inge 
Knight, Lina & Wally Hale, Jean Possin, Jack Padley, 
Mary Lyn Padley, Hilda Bautista, Meriel Ennik 
******************************************  

 
 
 
 

 

“When God Surprises Us…”  

2021 Advent/Christmas Sermon Series 
 

“In those days and at that time, I will make a righteous branch sprout from David’s line. He will do what is right and just 

in the land.” (Jeremiah 33:14) 
 

The Christmas story is about God’s Messiah surprising us at the most unexpected time 

in the most unusual circumstances through the most unlikely people. God surprised an 

unmarried teenager from a poor family and her fiancé so the world could hope again. 

This Advent Season, we are going to look at the first two chapters in Luke’s gospel and 

discover what happens when God surprises us in our everyday lives. 

 

Theme:   Date:  Title:                 Texts:   

FIRST Advent   Nov. 28th  “When God Surprises Us…We Hope Again”  Luke 1:5-11 

 

SECOND Advent  Dec. 5th   “When God Surprises Us…We Trust Again” Luke 1:26-38 

              

*THIRD Advent  Dec. 12th  “When God Surprises Us…We Sing Again”    Lk. 1:39-46 

                

FOURTH Advent  Dec. 19th  “When God Surprises Us…We Rejoice Again”     Luke 1:57-68 

         

CHRISTMAS EVE  Dec. 24th  “When God Surprises Us…We Dream Again” Luke 2:1-7 

FIRST Christmas  Dec. 26th  “When God Surprises Us…We Give Again” Lk. 2:21-24 

*A service of Christmas Carols and a brief homily from Mary’s Magnificat (Luke 1:39-46) 

http://www.hoperossmoor.org/
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REFORMATION SUNDAY – OCTOBER 31, 2021 

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
 
Reformation Sunday was particularly exciting because we received eight new members:  Ken & Lois Krauth, 
Lois Nelson, Nancy Simmons, Dr. Bob & Carole Weyand, Brian & Heidi Woolf. 
 
 
          Pastor Andy welcomes everyone                 The color for Reformation Sunday is red 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Pastor Karen conducts the rite to receive the new members 
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Hope’s New Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Ken & Lois Krauth 
                Lois Nelson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Nancy Simmons 
 
 

 
         Carole & Dr. Bob Weyand           Brian & Heidi Woolf 


