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THE ANCHOR  
October 2021    Vol 13, Number 1 

         Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 
 

"We have this Hope of Christ’s promises as an anchor for our lives."  Hebrews 6:19 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

REFLECTIONS OF HOPE 
from Pastor Andy 

 

“Out of the Storm” 
 

“Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm…” Job 38:1 
 

Phil and Janet Linton are dear friends of mine from my days in seminary over forty years ago on the north 
shore of Boston. They are the first couple from my inner circle of friends to walk with the Lord into the dark 
storms of human suffering. A few years after our graduation from seminary, I received a letter from them 
announcing that Janet was pregnant with their first child. I rejoiced with them. How shocked and saddened I 
was, later that year, to hear of the tragic death of their child. Sometime during the final stages of the birth, the 
baby grabbed on to the umbilical cord and squeezing tightly, suffocated. The birth was a stillborn. We were all 
devastated. It made no sense to us. Why?  Why would a wonderful, young couple serving the Lord as 
missionaries lose their first child in such a traumatic way?  
 
Several months later, I called Phil on the phone to see how he and Janet were doing. His response startled me. 
He said, “Well, Andy, I still can’t say, ‘Praise the Lord’, but I can say I understand Jesus a little better, and for 
that I can say, ‘Praise the Lord.’” Phil and Janet’s suffering raised several questions for me. Does suffering 
really help us understand better the life of our Savior? Why do some people suffer more than others do? It 
seems that, for some, life is not fair. How do we reconcile God’s sovereignty and human suffering?  
 
For the five Sundays in October, I will be preaching on the book of Job. We will listen to suffering’s soliloquy. 
Job’s story is raw. It is honest. It is hard for us to reconcile Job’s suffering with our faith in a loving God. His 
story is the story of anyone who has suffered.  His story is our story. A three-point sermon on the book of Job 
might look something like this… 
 

Point #1: “Life Isn’t Fair…” 
Point #2: “Suffering Knows No Equity…” 
Point #3: “God is Bigger than Points 1 and 2…”  

 
Out of the storm of suffering, God spoke to Job (Job 38). After the storm, Job was 
different. He had come to understand God in a much deeper way (Job 42). Maybe 
Phil was right. Suffering helps us to understand our God a little better. Out of the 
storm, I trust God will speak to all of us during our time with Job. I look forward to 
joining you on this journey with Job…into the storm.  
 
Together, in the name of Jesus, 

Pastor Andy 
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****************************************** 

Looking Back 
by Janice Callentine 

 
This is "Anchor" issue number 145. 
The previous 144 issues add up to 
make 12 years of 
church journalism; helping our 
members and friends and families 
to keep up to date with what's been 
happening here at Hope Lutheran 
Church in Rossmoor. Since this is the 12th 
Anniversary Edition, I think it would be fun to look 
back and see all that we have accomplished over the 
years. We have a lot to celebrate and be grateful for. 
The first issue of the "Anchor" was published on 
September 27th, 2009. It was two pages long, one 
sheet of paper, and was totally devoted to Pastor 
Jack's installation service on September 20th. 
 
Two months later we distributed the first printing of 
our Hope Lutheran pictorial directory. There were 37 
copies. Our latest printing required 150 copies. 
 
We have donated a great deal of financial support to 
Christian Ministries both here in the Rossmoor 
community and around the world. We have donated 
love offerings to such diverse organizations as Mi 
Casa in Concord and micro loans for women 
overseas.  
 
In January of 2012, we also created an Endowment 
Fund to help ensure that our Hope Lutheran ministry 
would continue long after we are gone. Currently, the 
fund contains just over $75,000. We use the interest 
from this fund to distribute to Christian Ministries. In 
2020, we distributed four Grants of $500 each. If you 
would like to find out more about how you can 
contribute to the Endowment Fund, please talk to 
one of the members of the Endowment Fund 
committee. Their names are listed on the last page 
here in the "Anchor". 
 
Judge Judy once asked a doctor how to live to be a 
hundred. The doctor gave her a two-word answer, 
"Don't fall". When I fell in 2018 and became disabled, 
I was so grateful that Robin Kanno was willing and 
able to take over as the editor of the "Anchor". Each 

issue now runs 10 to 12 pages and it helps keep us 
up-to-date on the activities of all our members. 
 
Due to the efforts of our Minister of Music, Wayne 
Anderson, we have a large choir which sings for us 
whenever Covid restrictions allow. We are also 
blessed by the special music that he arranges for 
each service. 
 
When Pastor Jack retired in 2019, we had Pastor Lil 
Belusa for our Bridge pastor and she inspired us with 
her joyous spirit. When we called Pastor Andy in 
September of 2019, no one could have foreseen the 
numerous challenges he had to deal with when Covid 
hit, but he has us all still chugging along. 
 
We survived the restrictions of the Covid-19 virus. 
We held together when we couldn't participate in 
corporate worship and had to listen to our worship 
services online, and now we are delighted that we 
are once again able to gather for worship every 
Sunday in the Fireside Room. 
 
In the Book of Genesis, we read the story of Joseph 
interpreting the pharaoh's dream. The dream meant 
that Egypt was to have seven years of plentiful 
harvest, followed by seven years of famine. The 
purpose of the dream was to warn the people that 
they should store up food from the good years so 
that they could survive the years of famine.  
 
In the 12 years between 1997 and 2009, Hope 
experienced some very lean years. We didn't have 
our own pastor; we had a series of 12 Interns 
from our Lutheran seminary in Berkeley to lead our 
community. Those 12 years were followed by 12 
years of growth and plenty. What will the next 12 
years bring? As long as we continue to seek God's will 
for us and to do it, we will continue to be blessed by 
God's love. 

 
Peace, love and HOPE,  
Janice 
 
****************************************** 

 
Happy 12th Anniversary, Anchor Newsletter! 

 
****************************************** 
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Pastor Karen’s Page  
 
On Saturday, September 11th at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco, CA, the 
Rev. Dr. Megan Rohrer was installed at the 5th Bishop of the Sierra Pacific 
Synod!   
 
When I learned that my friend and colleague, the Rev. Donna Duensing, would be attending this service I 
checked in with her by text.  We decided to vest and process with other clergy for the installation.  That 
Saturday morning, I picked up Pastor Duensing at her home in San Francisco and we drove to Grace Cathedral.  
What a glorious day – sunny with clear blue skies!  After vesting – the color of the day was red - we joined 
others in the courtyard where joy and excitement were in the air!   
 

 
 
The installation service held in Grace Episcopal Cathedral at the top of Nob Hill in the City, included among 
others The Rr. Reverend Dr. Marc Handley Andrus, Eighth Bishop of the Diocese of California; The Honorable 
Rafael Mandelman, San Francisco Board of Supervisors; The Reverend Elizabeth Eaton, Bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (to the right of Bishop Rohrer); former Sierra Pacific Bishops The 
Reverend Mark Holmerud and The Reverend David Mullins. 
 
As Bishop Rohrer shared, "Today’s worship service is a celebration of the hope, love and discipleship of the 
Sierra Pacific Synod... In addition to my installation as Bishop, we will also install the Synod staff who join me 
in ministry on behalf of our Synod.  Our Synod Council, Deans and leaders of congregations and ministry 
partners are featured in this service to remind us that the mission and purpose of our Synod is realized when 
we work in faithful collaboration with each other.  Our ecumenical partners make visible our relationship with 
our faithful siblings around the globe." 
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Bishop Rohrer’s staff members were installed during the worship service: 

Steve Wright, Candidacy Director; The Reverend Hazel Salazar Davidson, Assistant to the Bishop for Authentic Diversity, 

Inclusive Community & Service; The Reverend Bill Wong, Call Process Assistant; Diana Barrios, Director of Finance, 

Systems, and Administration, The Reverend Manda Truchinski, Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership & Strategic 

Organization; Catherine Slabaugh, Communications & Connections Coordinator; The Reverend Tita Valeriano, 

Assistant to the Bishop and Director for Evangelical Mission 

 

The service was broadcast on Zoom and other social media and people were able to participate from at least 

10 different locations.  News media also covered this historic event in the life of the church.  If you would like 

to learn more about Bishop Rohrer or view the service, log onto the Sierra Pacific – ELCA website: spselca.net 

 

I was honored to be a part of this beautiful service and came away filled with hope for the future and great joy 

in witnessing all that God is doing in the world to bring the good news of the Gospel to all people! 
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Little Pieces of Light 
 
“There is no getting away from the reality that life does not always unfold as we wish.  All 
sorts of disappointments, obstacles, painful incongruities, unfair circumstances, and harsh 
events hit us with force.  Illness, accidents, termination of relationships, depression, 
financial dilemmas, deaths – and sorrows of all sorts we did not expect and certainly did not 
desire – come charging in with such fierceness they knock us off our inner and outer 
moorings. “ 

Joyce Rupp, OSM, Little Pieces of Light,  
Paulist Press, Copywrite 2016 

 
Grief and loss, whether recent or in the distant past, are burdens we carry within our hearts.  If you, or people 
you know are struggling right now, there will be an opportunity to talk and listen and pray together following 
worship on Sundays October 10, 17 (following 5 Wishes), and 24.  Little Pieces of Light by Joyce Rupp will be a 
guide for us.  Please let me know of your interest by phone 925-822-6341, or in person.   
 
 

Five Wishes 
 
When my husband, Duane, was facing 5-way bypass surgery we knew the severity and 
risks of this kind of surgery and decided to answer the following questions: 

• Who is the person I want to make care decisions for me when I can’t? 

• What kind of medical treatment do I want or not want? 

• How comfortable do I want to be when I’m ill or dying? 

• How do I want people to treat me? 

• What do I want my loved ones to know? 
 
Thankfully, Duane survived the heart surgery, and we enjoyed a few more years together.  When he later 
became ill, I was so grateful for the information he had included in his 5 Wishes.  It helped me and our 
children to know how he wanted us to care for him and how he wanted to be remembered. 
 
5 Wishes is a booklet of thoughtful questions about our end-of-life concerns. Developed by parish pastors for 
their congregants, it is now published by the non-profit Aging With Dignity.  It’s a very helpful tool in making 
our wishes known to our families, medical personnel, and also for anyone who brings pastoral care from the 
church.  There will be an opportunity to learn more about 5 Wishes on Sunday, October 17, 2021, following 
worship.   Pastor Karen Woida will lead the conversation and there will be booklets to examine or to purchase.  
The cost is $5.00 per booklet.  If you have any questions about this document, particularly if you already have 
set up a Durable Power of Attorney for Healthcare and Finances, please give me a call at 925-822-6341. 
 
Peace, hope and love, 
Pastor Karen 
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Women of Hope 
 
This small group is open to all women!  If you have a friend you’d like to welcome, we usually 
meet on the 1st Saturday of the month in the Bunker Room at Creekside, here in Rossmoor.  
During the pandemic we have met via Zoom, and we will do that again when circumstances require it. 
 
Since the first Saturday of September is on Labor Day Weekend, we will meet on September 11, at 10:00 AM, 
via Zoom.  Our conversation will focus on: 
 

The gift of the Spirit 
Celtic Christians likened the Holy Spirit not to a dove, but to a goose. In these three sessions of the fall Gather 
Bible study, the Rev. Sara Olson-Smith, associate pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, Iowa, will lead 
us on our own divine Wild Goose chase. We’ll track the Holy Spirit’s actions throughout the Bible and 
throughout our lives. We’ll explore how the Spirit moves God’s people into adventures and lives we would 
never dare risk on our own. 
 

Session 2: Breath of God: Reviver and Reformer 
“This month, in session two, we’ll continue our wild goose chase through Scripture, keeping our eyes out for 
signs of the Holy Spirit’s life-giving actions.  We’ll see how the Holy Spirit revives us, bringing us breath, life, 
and hope.  And we’ll notice how this life-giving work isn’t just for us as individuals.  God’s Spirit brings us life 
by forming and re-forming us into community.”  (Gather Magazine for September/October 2021) 
 
Call or email me to receive the Zoom invitation: 925-822-6341, karenwoida@gmail.com.  It’s a lively group and 
we’d be so happy to have you join us! 
 
Pastor Karen 

**************************************************************************************** 
 

Fall Sermon Series (October) 2021 

 “Out of the Storm” 

A Sermon Series in the Book of Job 

 
 

“Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm…”  

Job 38:1 

 

 

 

 

Date:   Sermon Title:     Scripture Lessons:____________________ 

October 3rd   “Suffering and Sovereignty”   Job 1:1, 2:1-10 

October 10th   “Suffering’s Soliloquy”   Job 23:1-9, 16-17 

October 17th   “Out of the Storm”    Job 38:1-7, 34-41 

October 24th   “Suffering’s Blessings”   Job 42:1-8, 19-22 

October 31st    “After the Storm”    Jeremiah 31:31-34, Psalm 46, 

   (Reformation Sunday) 
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****************************************** 
Minister of Music Report 

 
 
 
 
 
 
October is the month that everything seems to 
change. We move into Autumn, celebrate the 
discovery of the New World by Columbus and 
Indigenous People’s Day. We also must replace 
Kimberley Twesme who is moving to Portland, 
Oregon.  What a kickoff to the month!  I believe 
she did a wonderful job for us stepping up when 
Don Gurley’s health failed and he was forced to 
resign.  Those two have left an indelible touch on 
our lives and the change coming is hard to swallow 
to say the least.  Pray that we are able to solve the 
Cantor issue and find a solution that will enrich our 
services. I will work on it carefully. Kimberley’s last 
Sunday with us is October 10th and she will 
hopefully be the featured soloist as well as Cantor 
that week. 
 
The last Sunday in October is Halloween and that is 
big deal for kids and grownups alike. When I was 
four years old, my mother decided that since I 
needed some warm pajamas, she would sew new 
ones and also have me use them for my costume. 
She chose a bright yellow flannel to create a long 
sleeve footed set of pajamas and then added a cap 
with ears. Voila!  A three-foot-tall jack rabbit!  The 
day came and as the sun began to set, I put it on 
and grabbed a plastic, pumpkin shaped basket. As 
mother and I headed down the sidewalk to the 
curb in front of our house everything I thought was 
going to be fun went suddenly sideways. Three 
workmen were sitting next door on the cement 
walkway with their backs to the Sprouse Ritz store 
having a beer after work. They watched us walking 
and one suddenly yelled, “Look guys! That’s the 
biggest rabbit I’ve ever seen!  Watch my beer while 
I go get my shotgun!”  My mother laughed but I 
burst into tears and took off back to our 
house.  She came back in and tried to explain to me 
that the men were just kidding but I wouldn’t hear 

it. I refused to go outside. I can’t remember 
whether I got some of the candy she was handing 
out to the brave kids who came to our door that 
Halloween but I can say that none of them were 
dressed like a rabbit.  I still will not dress up like a 
rabbit.  Later I sometimes dressed up like a cowboy 
with my own gun!  I mention this anecdote to 
remind us all that sometimes we say things that 
others misunderstand.  It’s easy to do and 
sometimes difficult to repair but always worth the 
effort.  

Wayne Anderson 
 Minister of Music  

 
 

****************************************** 
Planting a Seed 
By Wayne Quan 

 
The continuum of stories on “Angels“ – people who 
made a difference in our lives, and on “White 
Elephants“ – the opposite of being useful. 
 
When our children were little and we attended a 
church in Oakland, our pastor asked if we could 
give a family a ride to the Sunday services.  The 
parents of that family did not drive or own a car. 
For one year we picked up the family every 
Sunday.  In my 1964 station wagon we fit 4 adults 
and 7 children.  Seat belts were not required in 
those days.  A year later, the oldest boy in their 
family learned to drive and they bought a car. 
 
That family stayed with the church and, years later, 
the oldest son announced that he was marrying a 
member of the church.  He remembered to his 
friends that he came to know Christ 
because his family got 
transportation to the church. 
 
Like a mustard seed, a small deed 
can produce enormous results. 
 
****************************************** 
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****************************************** 
Medicare Open Enrollment for 2022 

By Jack Padley 
 

 
Health insurance coverage for seniors can be 
complicated.  There is original Medicare Parts A 
and B, which cover hospital care and doctor 
services, respectively.  There is Part D which helps 
with the cost of prescription drugs.  Further, there 
are supplemental plans (Medigap) available which 
can reduce copayments and deductibles. And then 
there is Part C Medicare Advantage plans operated 
by private insurance companies which combine 
many of these features.   
 
An annual review of your needs and circumstances 
is a good idea to determine which plans are most 
beneficial for your health care.  This may be 
particularly important, if your health or 
prescription drugs have changed over the course of 
the past year.  Now is the best time for such a 
review, as open enrollment for Medicare plans is 
OCTOBER 15 – DECEMBER 7. 
 
We are fortunate that the Contra Costa County 
Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy 
Program (HICAP) offers seniors counseling and 
assistance in determining which insurance options 
may best serve their needs.  One-on-one 
counseling appointments in person are available in 
Pleasant Hill and Lafayette.  Walnut Creek may 
soon also be available.  Appointments can also be 
by phone or Zoom. 
 
The HICAP website is https://cchicap.org.  To 
arrange for an appointment call HICAP at (925) 
655-1393. 
 
 
 
****************************************** 
 
 
 

****************************************** 
School Kits 

By Priscilla Mah 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

"We did good work. We had a good lunch. We got 
lots of exercise!" Eva Johanson nicely summed up 
the experience for the seven team members who 
gathered at the Mah's condo to assemble and pack 
164 school kits on July 25. It took three-and-a-half 
hours and lots of muscle to fill up 24 shipping 
boxes with the kits that Wayne Sampson will 
deliver to the mid-October Ingathering at Bethany 
Lutheran Church in Cupertino. Trucks will then 
transport the donations to the Lutheran World 
Relief warehouse in Minneapolis and in turn put on 
container ships for worldwide distribution. We 
hope to be notified of the final destination of the 
Hope kits. Thank you to all who helped Hope far 
surpass last year's donations when we assembled 
103 kits, and thanks to the volunteers who worked 
the assembly line: Eva Johanson, Wayne and 
Barbara Quan, Eloise Gahl and Nancy Siebenand. 
 
Note from Robin –  
Priscilla Mah did an incredible job heading up the 
School Kits project again this year.  Great thanks to 
her for spearheading all the activities and all the 
shopping to procure the supplies.  Brava, Priscilla! 
 
****************************************** 

https://cchicap.org/
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****************************************** 
Hope Family & Friends News 

 
A Day on the Course 

 

 
 
Pastor Andy and Mark Krauth squeezing in 27 
holes at Spanish Bay in Pebble Beach 

 
Happy Birthday, Lina & Inge! 

 

 
 
 
Happy birthday to Lina Hale and Inge Knight!  
Everyone was invited to join the celebration and 
eat cake. 

 
 

Happy Birthday, Ove! 
 

 
 

 
Happy Birthday Ove Floystrup!  Margaret & Wayne 
Anderson and Pastor Karen were able to visit him 
at his apartment with a card, flowers and a balloon 
on his birthday. Ove loves to have company and 
keeps up with family in Denmark and Norway 
through the internet. Congratulations, Ove! 

 
Happy Birthday, Ken!  

 

 
 

Ken & Lois Krauth celebrated Ken’s birthday at 
LaVeranda Restaurant in Clayton 
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Opera Review 
 

 
Ingrid Wood & friends attended the 
“Scalia/Ginsburg” Opera at the Lesher Center.  
Ingrid said it was excellent.  Prior to the 
performance, there was a lecture by a Professor of 
Law. 
 

Award Winners! 
 

Debbie Bergvall took 1st and 2nd place in the Travel 
Masters photography competition!   
 
First Place – Alien Throne 
in the Valley of Dreams of 
the New Mexico 
badlands.  Cap Rock 
weighing a few thousand 
pounds and held up 20-25 
feet on thin, delicate 
spindles of eroded 
mudstone. 

 
 
 
 
Second Place – A mile 
walk along a dim, narrow 
gorge known as the Siq, 
suddenly lights up to the 
magnificent Treasury in 
Petra, Jordan. 
 

 
 

 

Happy Birthday, Eva! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Andy asked Eva Johanson for the secret to a 
long life.  Here’s Eva’s birthday wisdom: 

Have Faith 
Don’t worry 
Hard work is good for you 

 
****************************************** 

Thinking Outside the Box – Way Outside! 
 
I was looking out my window one day, and saw a 
curious sight.  There was a large dump truck slowly 
moving down the side of the road.  Every few feet, 
it stopped and a man got out with a shovel.  As I 
watched, he dug a good-sized hole, got back in the 
truck, drove another 25 feet or so and dug another 
hole.  After digging 4 or 5 holes, a second truck 
came into view.  This driver got out with his shovel, 
filled up the hole, and proceeded to fill the next 
hole.  My curiosity got the best of me.  I grabbed 
my bike and caught up to the closest truck.  “Say, 
what are you guys doing?”, I asked.  “We’re 
planting trees” one of the men responded.  
Perplexed, I asked, “where are the trees?”  “Oh, 
the trees.  Well, the guy with the trees called in sick 
today!” 
 
Submitted by Lina Hale 
 
****************************************** 
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****************************************** 
 

Inge Knight & The Rossmoor German Club 
By Ingrid Wood 

 
On February 15, 2019, Inge Knight fulfilled her 
dream to form the first and only German Club in 
Rossmoor. 
 
On Wednesday, September 7, 2021, the German 
Club celebrated its founding and the installment of 
its own Memorial Brick.  The brick was installed in 
December 2020 but the celebration had to be 
delayed until now due to the Corona Pandemic. At 
5 PM, the members gathered in the little round 
plaza where the Totem poles and the Memorial 
Bricks are located to have their picture taken. Then 
they walked to the Central Plaza and had a toast 
with Champagne to the wonderful women and 
men who comprise the German Club.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
****************************************** 

****************************************** 
 

IT’S SOCK-TOBER! 

As October arrives, the 
weather begins to get 
chillier at night and 
warm socks become a 
necessity.  At Hope we 
will be collecting socks 
(and donations for 
socks) all month long 
to deliver to the 
homeless population of Walnut Creek through 
Trinity.   
 
Please bring in new socks and place in the bin as 
you enter the Fireside Room on Sunday.   
 
Monetary contributions will be matched 50 cents 
for every $1 donated, for the first $500 of 
donations. The match will come from the Thrivent 
Action Team funds sponsored by Wayne Sampson.  
To make a donation for socks, write the check to 
Hope Lutheran Church with “Sock-tober” in the 
memo line.  Checks can be placed in the collection 
basket on Sunday or mailed to Carolyn Schick. 
 
Thank you for caring and sharing! 

 
 

****************************************** 
Listening to Hope’s Services Online 

By Clinton Mah 
 
We began recording Sunday worship at Hope in 
2013. Our goal then was to allow shut-in members 
to be more involved in the life of the church, but 
older people have generally been uncomfortable 
with new technology. So, eight years later, shut-ins 
seldom listen to our service recordings, now posted 
each week on the Hope website at 
https://www.hoperossmoor.org/worship/services. 
 
Our full Sunday service is usually edited down to 
about 50 minutes by trimming long interruptions 
and noise, editing big mistakes in reading, and 
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shortening stretches when no one is speaking, 
singing, or playing music. Sermons are also posted 
separately for people wanting to listen to 
something shorter; these will run from about 6 to 
16 minutes. 
 
Nowadays, most visitors to our website use tablets 
or smartphones, which are becoming more popular 
even with older folk. Our website hosting service 
can recognize what device we are using and 
automatically adapt menus and displays to fit the 
size of its screen. A smartphone works quite well 
for listening to audio files and can be easily carried; 
it needs no internet connection. 
 
With the resumption of in-person worship, online 
attendance has dropped sharply. Only about 6 to 7 
persons listen to our recordings each work, some 
of them coming from out of state. Although we 
have been uploading our live recordings by 4pm 
each Sunday, almost everyone seems to wait until 
the next Saturday or Sunday to play them. This 
pattern would suggest that these are mostly casual 
visitors. 
 
If you miss Sunday morning for any reason, you can 
still catch the recording on Sunday evening. While 
visiting, you can also go to the guestbook on the 
Hope website to share a comment. In Christ, there 
is no East or West, nor online or offline. We 
celebrate his presence among us in all places and in 
all ways. May God bless you and keep you, and lift 
up his countenance and make his face shine on 
you. AMEN. 
    Yours in Christ, 
    Clint 
 
****************************************** 

Hope Council’s Corner, September 2021 
 
Here are the highlights from our "virtual" Council 
meeting on Monday, September 13, 2021.   
 
Financials: Carolyn Schick presented the July and 
August Financial Statements which were approved 
(unanimously) by Council.  Hope continues to 

remain within budget for the 8 months ending, 
8/31/2021. 
 
Information on Medicare: Council supported the 
inclusion of an article in the Anchor of the Notice of 
Open Enrollment for Medicare Plans for 2022. Jack 
Padley agreed to write the article. 
 
Internal Audit: The Council approved the 
formation of an Internal Audit Committee to 
review the Church's financial statements for the 
year ending 12/31/21. Supplementary to this 
action, record retention procedures will be 
developed as recommended by the ELCA. 
 
Sock-tober, 2021: The annual Sock-tober drive to 
support the Trinity Center in Walnut Creek will be 
held again this year. Wayne Sampson is 
spearheading this annual event. 
 
Associate Membership at Hope: Council reviewed 
the Associate Member category for our Church as 
detailed in the Hope Constitution. An Associate 
Member is a member of another congregation of 
this denomination or of another denomination or 
Christian body, who has for health reasons or 
proximity concerns expressed the desire to become 
a member of Hope. An Associate Member will have 
all the privileges and duties of membership except 
voting rights or other rights and privileges ascribed 
to voting members by the provisions of the Hope 
constitution and its bylaws.  Several families are 
interested in joining Hope as Associate Members. 
 
Resignation of Kimberly Twesme as Cantor: 
Council accepted, with regret, the resignation of 
our Cantor, Kimberly Twesme. Kimberly will be 
relocating to Portland, Oregon to be near her 
family. October 10, 2021 will be her final Sunday. 
Wayne Anderson will be seeking a replacement. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Andy Smith   Bill Kuhnsman 
Pastor   President, Hope Council 
 
****************************************** 
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******************************************  
 

Upcoming Events in October   
 
Saturday, Oct 2 – Women’s Bible Study in the 
Bunker Room at Creekside at 10:00am.  
 
Sunday, Oct 3 – Our Hope Choir will not rehearse 
due to COVID precautions.   
 
Tuesday, Oct 5 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 
video conference 
 
Sunday, Oct 10 – Our Hope Choir will not rehearse 
due to COVID precautions.   
 
Monday, Oct 11 – Hope Council Meeting at 1:00pm 
via video conference 
 
Tuesday, Oct 12 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 
video conference 
 
Sunday, Oct 17 – Five Wishes gathering with Pastor 
Karen following worship 
 
Tuesday, Oct 19 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 
video conference 
 
Saturday, Oct 23 – Anchor articles and group 
updates due for November Edition 
 
Tuesday, Oct 26 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 
video conference 
 
Sunday, Oct 31 - Our Tenor-Bass (TTBB) Choir will 
probably not rehearse due to COVID precautions. 
 
****************************************** 
 

Small Group News 
 
The Women of Hope Bible Study – The women's 
Bible study group will be back in the Bunker Room 
at Creekside on Saturday, October 2, from 10:00 - 
11:30am. We will be covering the second session of 
Gather's fall study, "The gift of the Spirit: A divine 

wild goose chase." Newcomers are welcome to join 
us for a lively discussion and snacks.  
 
Monday Lunch Group – on October 18 we will have 
lunch at the diner in the Rossmoor shopping center 
at 11:30 a.m. If you need a ride, call Inge Knight  
 
The Small Group Going Out to Dinner – The Small 
Group Going Out to Dinner will not meet in 
October. We will be heading to the Bierhaus, 1360 
Locust Street in Walnut Creek on TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 2ND at 5:30 PM. Persons planning to 
attend should contact Karen Peterson by Thursday, 
October 28th. Those who wish to car pool should 
meet at the Gateway Clubhouse at 5 PM. 
 
Dinner-in-homes Groups – The Hope Dinner in 
Homes groups are recruiting 
new members.  Each group 
consists of 6-8 Hope 
members who gather once a 
month in each other’s 
homes for an evening of 
good food and fellowship.  The dinners are rotated 
so hosting is only occasional and are typically 
potlucks, with the hosts providing the main dish 
and the others bringing the balance of the needed 
dishes.  The details are worked out among the 
group members, e.g. the date, time and alternate 
formats as desired.  Both couples and singles are 
encouraged to join.  These groups have proven to 
be great ways to share delicious food with church 
members who quickly become good friends.  After 
six months the groups will be reconfigured to 
encourage more friendships to grow. 
 
If you’d like to try out one of these groups, you are 
encouraged to contact Mary Lyn Padley or Priscilla 
Mah. 
 
****************************************** 
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****************************************** 
Laughter is Therapeutic 

 
I felt very uncomfortable 
driving into a cemetery in the 
Bay Area the other day. 
 
My GPS blurted out - "You 
have reached your final 
destination"! 

 
Submitted by Bill Kuhnsman 
 
****************************************** 
 
Worship Assistants for October 2021 
  
Altar Care 
10/3 Priscilla Mah, Sara Wood 
10/10 Priscilla Mah, Sara Wood 
10/17 Jean Possin, Ingrid Wood 
10/24 Jean Possin, Ingrid Wood 
10/31 Jean Possin, Debbie Bergvall 
   
Greeting Team  
10/3 Gwen Carlson, Sally Nordwall, Robin Kanno 
10/10 Jean Possin, Lynne Smith, Robin Kanno 
10/17 Sandy Williams, Bill Kuhnsman, Robin Kanno 
10/24 Nancy Siebenand, Shirley Griffey, Robin 
Kanno 
10/31 Ingrid Wood, Inge Knight, Robin Kanno 
  
Lay Readers 
10/3 Evelyn Olson 
10/10 Jack Padley 
10/17 Bob Shelton 
10/24 Ingrid Wood 
10/31 Ced Ferrett 
 
Communion Assistants  
10/3 Bill Kuhnsman, Gerda Peterson, Robin Kanno 
(Need 3. PK on vacation) 
10/10 Shirley Griffey & Sara Wood 
10/17 Wayne & Barbara Quan 
10/24 Jack & Mary Lyn Padley 
10/31 Sally Nordwall, Robin Kanno 
****************************************** 

****************************************** 
Worship Assistant Coordinators 
 
Altar Care – Jean Possin 
Ushers – Evelyn Olson 
Communion Assistants – Mary Lyn Padley 
Greeters – Sandra Williams 
Lay Readers – Mark Krauth 
Fellowship – Position open 
Offering Counters – Jean Possin 
Altar & Table Flowers – Mary Lyn Padley 
 
 
****************************************** 
  
2021 Hope Church Council Members 
Bill Kuhnsman (President) 
Barrie Christensen (Vice President) 
Mark Krauth (Secretary/Treasurer) 
Robin Kanno (Operations Manager) 
Jack Padley (Liaison to Endowment Committee) 
Wayne Quan (Anchor Contributor) 
Carolyn Schick (Financial Manager) 
 
****************************************** 
 
Hope Lutheran Church Staff & Representatives 
 
Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Andy Smith 
Associate Pastor:  The Rev. Karen Woida 
Pastor Emeritus:  The Rev. Jack Niemi 
Minister of Music:  Wayne Anderson 
Financial Manager:  Carolyn Schick 
Cantor:  Kimberly Twesme 
Care Ministry:  Margaret Anderson  
Operations Manager:  Robin Kanno  
Interfaith Council Representative:  Sally Nordwall 
Webmaster:  Clint Mah 
Website: www.hoperossmoor.org  
 
Anchor contributors:  Janice Callentine, Wayne 
Quan, Bill Kuhnsman, Ingrid Wood, Lina Hale, Jack 
Padley, Mary Lyn Padley, Clint Mah, Priscilla Mah, 
Karen Peterson, Margaret Anderson, Debbie 
Bergvall, Mark Krauth 
 
****************************************** 

http://www.hoperossmoor.org/
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******************************************  
 
God’s Work, Our Hands.   
 
Have you remembered the Hope 
Endowment Fund in your will or 
trust? When you plan your giving for 2021, think 
about the Hope Endowment Fund.  Your 
contribution is tax deductible.  For more 
information, please contact Evelyn Olson or any 
member of the Hope Endowment Committee.  
Members are identified on their name badges. 
 
Endowment Committee Members 

Evelyn Olson (Coordinator) 
Mark Conrad 
Mark Krauth 
Jack Padley (Liaison to Hope Council) 
Wayne Sampson 
Carolyn Schick   

 
 
****************************************** 

 
 
 
 
 
 

****************************************** 
Contra Costa & GRF Directives Effective 9/22/21 

 
As September 22, 2021, Contra Costa County and 
the Golden Rain Foundation issued new guidelines 
for indoor gatherings at Rossmoor, including the 
Fitness Center, the Creekside Bar and Grill and 
other Rossmoor clubs. Pastor Andy and Bill 
Kuhnsman have spoken directly with the leadership 
of the Golden Rain Foundation to ensure that Hope 
is abiding by the new procedures. The 
following guidelines are effective for Hope 
beginning Sunday, September 26, 2021. 

• Masks are mandatory indoors. 
• No food or beverages are to be served or 

consumed indoors. 
• Communion is exempt from the "no food or 

beverage indoors restrictions" 
• We can continue to sing, recite the creed and 

the Lord's Prayer. 
• We can share food and coffee outside in the 

courtyard immediately following the service. 

The Golden Rain Foundation has given Hope 
approval to enjoy coffee and treats outside in the 
courtyard immediately following the worship 
service. They will roll the coffee bar outside for us 
so we can make and serve coffee and treats 
outside. This is great news!  
 
We will not ask for proof of vaccination or proof of 
a recent negative COVID test at the entrance to our 
worship service. As long as we do not serve or 
consume food or beverages indoors, proof of 
vaccination/negative COVID test procedure does 
not apply to Hope.  
****************************************** 

 


