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     Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ’s promises as an anchor for our lives."  Hebrews 6:19 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Reflections of HOPE 

from Pastor Andy 

Easter Sermon Series 
 

 

“Incredible Moments with the Risen Savior: Learning to See” 

 

“We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father,  

full of grace and truth.”    

(John 1:14) 

 

For the Season of Epiphany (January 6th – February 14th), we looked at the life of the Savior though the eyes of 

the people who were the closest to him. Through these intimate encounters between Jesus and his inner circle of 

friends like Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, and Nathanael as well as the encounters with those individuals 

he healed, we began learning how to love as he loved.  Intimate Moments with the Savior taught us how to love. 

During the Season of Lent (February 17 – April 1st), we embarked on a forty-day inward journey toward Easter 

where we spent some Instructive Moments with the Savior sitting at his feet and learning how to listen for the 

voice of God in our lives. Instructive Moments with the Savior taught us how to listen. 

On Maundy Thursday, April 1st the Season of Lent comes to an end as we step into The Three Days that 

changed the course of human history. On Thursday, we will not only experience the Last Supper of our Lord, 

but we will witness his Last Parable as he interrupts the meal, gets up from the table, wraps a towel around 

himself, picks up a towel and wash basin and begins to wash the feet of his followers. On Friday, we will 

experience the Stations of the Cross and relive the final day in the life of our Lord ending in darkness on a 

brutal Roman cross.  

On Sunday morning, April 4th, we will celebrate the Resurrection of Christ and begin a new sermon series for 

the Season of Easter, Incredible Moments with the Risen Savior: Learning to See. Through the writings of his 

dearest friend, John, we will see Jesus in a new way, as John saw him on that first Easter morning, “Finally the 

other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed (John 20:8). Like John, 

once we see Jesus after the cross, we are never the same. We are now, Resurrection people. The risen Christ 

invites us to live our lives in the power of the Resurrection in such a way that others see Jesus in us. Incredible 

Moments with the Savior is all about learning to see the risen Jesus in our everyday lives. 

Please join me on this exciting Easter journey of Incredible Moments with the Risen Savior. 

Together, in the name of Jesus, 

Pastor Andy 
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******************************************  

The Mystery of Suffering 

by Janice Callentine 

 

One of the greatest mysteries of 

the Christian faith is why a loving 

God has reigned for millennia over 

an Earth full of suffering. I don't 

know the answer to this mystery, 

but I wish I did. In fact, nobody 

knows the answer except God. 

That reminds me of what one of my favorite former 

pastors used to say, "When we get to heaven, we 

can ask Jesus." 

 

Even though we have no answers to this mystery, I 

find it fascinating to think about, because so many 

different people have come up with so many 

different answers to try to explain the 

unexplainable. Many of their attempts to explain 

suffering will always baffle me.  

 

Now I don't speak for our national church, the 

ELCA, but this is what I personally believe in my 

own heart about suffering. Mostly it is a list of what 

I believe suffering is NOT.  Suffering is not God's 

will.  What loving father would want to see his 

child suffer? Suffering is not caused by God. On the 

other hand, it cannot be denied that God does allow 

suffering to exist in our world. 

 

God does not use suffering to punish people for 

their sins. Back in the 1980s, I overheard someone 

say that the AIDS virus was God's punishment for 

people being homosexual.  I cringed when I heard 

it. I thought about all the people who contracted 

AIDS unknowingly through a transfusion of 

contaminated blood. 

 

Sometimes, I believe, when our suffering is 

not relieved, it is because we don't realize that our 

particular symptom is actually masking other root 

causes of our distress. These other causes need to be 

dealt with before any real healing can begin. 

 

 In 1987 I began fervently to pray for healing for 

my arthritis. When that didn't happen, I gradually 

realized that I was asking God to treat a symptom 

and not the real problem. I had many underlying 

health issues that were contributing to my arthritis. 

If God had healed my arthritis, I would have never 

been made aware of the other issues that I needed to 

address. 

 

Now that I have explained to you, my faithful 

readers, everything that I personally believe about 

suffering, it is time to move on to where a good 

theologian should start examining the concept of 

suffering.  That is, by looking at the writings of 

theological bigwigs like Martin Luther. He had a lot 

to say on this topic of suffering. In addition to his 

writings, the backbone of Luther's beliefs was 

rooted in the Bible. Between the writings of St. Paul 

and the Book of Job there is plenty of light to be 

shed on this subject.  However, if I start now, it will 

take up too much space in our newsletter, and our 

long-suffering editor, Robin Kanno, will be 

distressed. So, I will save that for next month's 

article.  So, please stay tuned. 

 

 

Peace, love and HOPE,  

Janice 

 

****************************************** 

 

Endowment Fund Update 

From Evelyn Olson 

 

We celebrate a recent donation to the Endowment 

Fund from Janice Callentine.  Her donation is in 

memory of her mother, Mildred Wood, who died in 

November, 6 days short of her 102nd birthday.  She 

also shared that her 

mom was born on 

the same day as the 

Rev. Billy Graham. 

Janice helped to 

establish the Fund as 

she was the first 

contributing 

member.  We 

sincerely appreciate 

her continued 

generosity. 

       Mildred Wood at 100 

 

 

******************************************  
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****************************************** 

Minister of Music Report 

 

 
 

        Recently I received a nice set of books that 

belonged to Ed Wessling that were sent to me by his 

son Scott. They are a Lutheran Service Book and a 

compendium that gives the historical background of 

each hymn. For people who don’t have a 

background in liturgical music, the compendium 

would read like a phone book that included 

obituaries. For someone like me, who did his 

seminary masters thesis on the evolution of 

Christian Hymnody, it contains surprising 

information plus also reinforces some of the 

research I did for that project. I thought it would be 

a nice tribute to the Wesslings to give you a sample 

this month of a couple of these hymns that are tied 

to Easter. I’m not going to go into great detail but 

will highlight a few things about each so when you 

hear them you might say to yourself or someone 

close by, “well I remember something about this 

hymn.” 

 

        The first one is “I Know That My Redeemer 

Lives”.  This hymn is attributed to Samuel Medley 

(1738-1799) who published four dozen hymn texts 

in his life.  He broke with his Christian upbringing 

and joined the British Navy. During a battle he 

suffered a severe leg injury and almost died. His 

recovery brought him back to his childhood religion 

and he became a Baptist evangelist. The text comes 

from Job 19 and it has been used by at least three 

other composers named Gerhardt, Telemann and, of 

course, Handel. Each composer wrote a different 

tune but Medley’s is the one most often sung in 

Lutheran churches by the congregation. I was 

surprised to find out Medley was a Baptist since I 

had grown up using a hymnal that credited Charles 

Wesley with the same text which was roughly 

adapted to Handel’s aria. 

 

        The other hymn we are familiar with is “Jesus 

Christ is Risen Today”.  It was derived from an 

anonymous 14th century Latin song from Bohemia. 

Over time the text was lost although there were 

several translations made into German. By the time 

the hymn got to England only the first verse 

remained and it was translated into English and an 

anonymous writer added two more verses.  The 

fourth stanza was added by Charles Wesley but 

somehow in all the modern hymnals he gets credit 

for the lyrics but the tune is usually attributed to 

Lyra Davidica as that was the credit given to the 

tune when published in 1708.  Wesley published it 

again in 1740 and it was used heavily by the 

Methodists before other denominations added it to 

their hymnals. 

 

        As we think about these two hymns that are 

etched in our Easter memories it is interesting to 

note that while Charles Wesley gets a lot of credit 

for their origin, he basically adopted them.  That’s 

okay because they are both great!  The detail in the 

text that I got from Ed Wessling is exhaustive and I 

whittled the information down to the salient 

features. That’s okay too because the joy in these 

hymns doesn’t lie in their history but in their 

performance. 

Keep singing! 

Wayne Anderson 

Minister of Music  

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************** 
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******************************************  

 

Triumph & Connection! 

 

Congratulations on Your New Arrival! 

 

Please welcome to the world Harrison Lakin 

Orenberg!  Great Grandchild to Evelyn Rorem. 

Proud parents Johnny and Katie Orenberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnny, Katie & Harrison Orenberg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Johnny, Katie, Great Grandma Evelyn, Harrison 

 

 

 

Happy 70th Anniversary, Lina & Wally! 

 

 
 

 

The Otters of Moss Landing 

 

They’re so cute! 

(From Debbie Bergvall’s treks in nature) 

 

 

Happy Birthday, Debbie! 

 

Debbie Bergvall celebrated her birthday hiking 

with her camera in the parks of Utah. 

Debbie with the 3 Sisters, Goblin State Park, Utah 
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Happy Birthday, Ingrid! 

 

 
 

Ingrid Wood celebrated her birthday in royal style.  

Her sister sent her a crown. 

 

While Ingrid was looking through her recipes to 

serve her birthday guests, she found one that has 

been a success with everyone.  The name of the 

recipe is “The-Next-Best-Thing-To-Robert Redford 

Dessert”.  Ingrid describes it this way: “40 years 

ago, Robert Redford was a handsome, successful 

star. We were younger, too, and shared dreams.” 

 

The-Next-Best-Thing-To-Robert Redford 

Dessert 

1982 Recipe from the Moraga Women’s Society 

 

Ingredients 

1 cup flour 

½ cup butter (one stick) 

1 cup pecans, finely chopped 

 

1 (8 oz) pkg cream cheese, softened 

1 cup powdered sugar 

1 (12 oz) carton frozen whipped topping, thawed 

    (Use half of it, the other half is for the last layer) 

 

1 large package instant vanilla pudding 

1 large package instant chocolate pudding 

3 cups cold milk 

 

Chocolate bar for grating. 

Directions 

Mix flour, butter and pecans until crumblike. 

Press into bottom of 9x13 pan and bake until  

golden brown 350° for 15-20 min. Cool. 

 

Make a mixture of cream cheese, powdered sugar 

and half the whipped topping. Spread over cooled 

crust. 

 

For top layer, mix pudding mixes with milk until 

smooth and thickened. Spread over the cream 

mixture. 

 

Spread remaining whipped topping over top and  

sprinkle with grated chocolate bar. 

 

Refrigerate until serving. Serves 16. 

 

****************************************** 

 

“Go The Extra Mile” 

By Wayne Quan 

 

What is the origin of the popular phrase “Go the 

extra mile”?  This phrase is commonly used in 

advertisements with the implication of being better 

than the competition. 

 

During the time of the Roman Empire, soldiers 

travelled by foot carrying heavy gear.  By law, they 

could require a civilian to carry their pack for at 

least one mile.   

 

Jesus says we should go the extra mile (Matthew 

5:41).  In other words, do more than is required of 

us. 

 

“and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also 

the second mile.”       Matthew5:41 

 

 
 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

Interfaith Council of Rossmoor 

By Sally Nordwall 

 

On March 15th, we had the opportunity to see Dr. 

Nazeer Ahmed make a presentation to the Big 

Question meeting of the Interfaith Council. This 

year’s Big Question is “What is the Purpose of 

Life?”.  Dr. Ahmed challenged us to decide: Must 

there be a purpose? One purpose? Or is Life Itself 

the purpose?  

 

As former head of the construction of the Hubble 

Space Telescope, he informed us of the vastness of 

the universe, our galaxy, our planet, and our bodies 

with 30 trillion uniquely active cells, all working to 

create a unique human being. Human beings have 

existed for 200,000 years. The statistics make the 

point that we are not randomly formed beings in a 

“by chance” existence.  

 

Our challenges on the path to truth are to:  

• Be aware of divine grace 

• Seek knowledge and truth 

• Serve 

• Adore and worship 

• Love and Cherish 

• Be a mirror of the invisible world 

• Witness before God 

 

All paths lead to conclusion that the purpose of life 

is Life Itself. The mandate is that we use our 

individual gift to serve and honor God, and to 

accept that we need differences to establish what is 

real.   

 

If you would like to see Dr. Nazeer Ahmed’s 

presentation from March 15, it is available on 

YouTube at the following link: 

https://youtu.be/sraXL_hE86I 

 

For another perspective on “The Big Question” of 

“What is the Purpose of Life?”, all are welcome to 

attend these sessions on the 3rd Monday of the 

month from 2:00-3:30pm.  The next session will be 

on April 19.  This is a free event.  To attend these 

sessions via Zoom, you must register by sending an 

email request to Rev. Will at 

interfaithcccc@gmail.com to get your unique link. 

 

Sally Nordwall is Hope’s representative to the 

Interfaith Council of Rossmoor 

 

****************************************** 

 

Hope Council’s Corner 

 

Here are the highlights from our “virtual” Council 

Meeting on Monday, March 8, 2021. 

 

• Blessings and Godspeed to Marjatta 

DeSchepper! Council accepted, with regret, 

Marjatta DeSchepper's resignation from the 

Hope Staff Care Ministry, effective March 26, 

2021.  Marjatta will be relocating to southern 

California on March 27, 2021. 

 

• Coming Soon, New Zoom Gathering: The 

staff is hopeful to initiate a Zoom, "Virtual 

Coffee Hour" in April. 

 

• Fireside Room Return: A return to Fireside 

Room for our Sunday worship services will 

occur hopefully in the 2nd quarter this year. 

 

• Financial Report for March, 2021: Council 

received the financial statements update through 

2/28/2021 from Carolyn Schick.  We continue 

to be in line with our 2021 budget. 

 

• Revised Position Description: Council 

reviewed and approved the revised position 

description for "Care Ministries Team Leader". 

 

• Welcome Margaret Anderson to the Hope 

Staff! By unanimous vote, Council approved 

the nomination of Margaret Anderson as Care 

Ministries Team Leader, effective April 1, 2021. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Andy Smith   Bill Kuhnsman 

Pastor   President, Hope Council 

 

******************************************  

https://youtu.be/sraXL_hE86I
mailto:interfaithcccc@gmail.com
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******************************************  

Upcoming Events in April   

 

Thursday, April 1 – Maundy Thursday 

 

Friday, April 2 – Good Friday 

 

Saturday, April 3 – Women’s Bible Study via 

Zoom at 10:00am  

 

Sunday, April 4 – Easter  

 

Tuesday, April 6 – Staff 

Meeting at 10:00am via video conference 

 

Monday, April 12 – Hope Council Meeting at 

1:00pm via video conference 

 

Tuesday, April 13 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 

video conference 

 

Saturday, April 17 – Anchor articles and group 

updates due for April Edition 

 

Tuesday, April 20 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 

video conference 

 

Tuesday, April 27 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am via 

video conference 

 

****************************************** 

 

Small Group News 

 

The Women of Hope Small Group – The women's 

Bible study group will be meeting on Saturday, 

April 3, from 10:00-11:30am via Zoom. The study, 

covering the fourth and final installment of our 

study on angels, is in the April issue of Gather 

magazine and is entitled “Feasting, funny, alleluia 

angels”.  Please contact Pastor Karen if you are 

interested in participating so that she can send you 

the Zoom link. We welcome all newcomers! 

 

Monday Lunch Group – We don’t know yet 

whether we can have our luncheon this month. We 

will let you know as soon as pertinent information 

is available. Stay well and confident. 

If you have questions, call Inge Knight at 954-7478. 

 

Wednesday Lunch Group – This activity is 

dependent upon current shelter-in-place & social 

distancing requirements.  This group usually meets 

on the fourth Wednesday of each month. Please talk 

to Esther Kuencer if you have any questions.  

 

The Small Group Going Out to Dinner – The 

Small Group Going Out to Dinner will not be 

dining for a few months due to the coronavirus, the 

limitations on dining inside, and the likely cold 

weather. We are eager to resume gathering for 

dinner when the circumstances change. 

 

Dinner-in-homes Groups – The dinner-in-home 

groups have suspended all their activities, pending a 

change in the Rossmoor shelter-in-place guidelines 

that will allow for indoor activities for small groups 

of people.   

 

****************************************** 

Worship Assistant Coordinators 

 

Altar Guild – Jean Possin 

Ushers – Evelyn Olson 

Communion Assistants – Mary Lyn Padley 

Greeters – Sandra Williams 

Lay Readers – Mark Krauth 

Fellowship – Position open 

Offering Counters – Jean Possin 

Altar & Table Flowers – Mary Lyn Padley 

 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands.   

 

Have you remembered the Hope 

Endowment Fund in your will or 

trust? When you plan your giving for 2021, think 

about the Hope Endowment Fund.  Your 

contribution is tax deductible.  For more 

information, please contact Evelyn Olson or any 

member of the Hope Endowment Committee.  

Members are identified on their name badges. 

 

Endowment Committee Members 

Evelyn Olson (Coordinator) 

Mark Conrad 

Mark Krauth 

Jack Padley (Liaison to Hope Council) 

Wayne Sampson 

Carolyn Schick   

 

****************************************** 

Hope Lutheran Church Staff & Representatives 

 

Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Andy Smith 

Associate Pastor:  The Rev. Karen Woida 

Anchor Contributor:  Janice Callentine 

Minister of Music:  Wayne Anderson 

Financial Manager:  Carolyn Schick 

Cantor:  Kimberly Twesme 

Care Ministry:  Margaret Anderson  

Operations Manager:  Robin Kanno  

Rossmoor Interfaith Council Representative:  Sally 

Nordwall 

Webmaster:  Clint Mah 

 

****************************************** 

2021 Hope Church Council Members 

 

Bill Kuhnsman (President) 

Barrie Christensen (Vice President) 

Mark Krauth (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Robin Kanno (Operations Manager) 

Jack Padley (Liaison to Endowment Committee) 

Carolyn Schick (Financial Manager) 

*One vacant position due to Marjatta’s move 

 

****************************************** 

****************************************** 

 

 

Breathe in Love 

A Heart-Opening Meditation 

Dr. Brenda Wade 

From Daily Word January-February 2021 

 

I breathe deeply and send 

light and love to my heart. 

I relax as its closed places 

begin to open. 

 

I shine the healing light of 

acceptance to the darkened 

corners of my soul. 

 

I release all feelings of shame 

and the heavy burden of pain. 

 

I set myself free. 

 

My love flows through me 

to my community, country, 

and world. 

 

We are all blessed children 

of universal light and love. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

 

 

******************************************  

 


