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     Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ’s promises as an anchor for our lives."  Hebrews 6:19 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Reflections of HOPE 
from Pastor Andy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Beginning 2021…On Our Knees” 

 

“On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.” 

(Matthew 2:11) 

 

In a few days, the unprecedented year, 2020, will be behind us. The COVID-19 Vaccine has arrived. The 

landscape of our lives has changed dramatically in the past ten months. We are different now. New Year’s Eve 

is only a few days away. As we step into the New Year, may we begin 2021…on our knees. 

 

In the Church Calendar, we celebrate Epiphany on January 6, twelve days after Christmas. Epiphany means, 

“Manifestation” and is focused on the revelation of Jesus as King of the Jews to the Magi who had traveled 

from the East (Matthew 2:1-12). Once the travelers entered the house where Mary and Joseph were staying and 

saw the Christ child with his mother, they fell on their knees and worshiped him, opened their treasurers and 

presented him with gifts. Then, they began their journey home by different route. Their encounter with the 

Savior had changed them. After seeing Jesus, their journey into a new year began…on their knees. 

 

Thirty years later, Jesus began his ministry…on his knees. Immediately following his baptism in the Jordan 

River, the Holy Spirit led him into the wilderness for forty days and forty nights to be attended to by the angels. 

As we begin a new year of ministry at Hope, may we begin 2021…on our knees. 

 

For the initial forty days of 2021 (January 1 – February 10), I would like to invite us all to spend a few moments 

each day…on our knees. On Wednesday mornings in the Midweek Devotions, we will spend intimate moments 

with the Savior…on our knees. My guess is, like the Magi from the East, we will walk a different way into the 

New Year. We may even meet a few angels along the way. 

 

Together, in the name of Jesus, 

Pastor Andy 

*****************************************************************************************
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******************************************  

“Faith in the Future” 

by Janice Callentine 

 

As the year 2021 approaches, we 

recycle our calendars and we face 

an uncertain future.  Will we ever 

control the Corona virus? What 

will happen to our economy? Will 

we ever be able to go back to work 

and to school? Can we ever get rid 

of these annoying masks? 

 

I have heard lots of sayings about dealing with an 

uncertain future. One of them is, "prepare for the 

worst and hope for the best."  My father-in-law's 

favorite was: "You can't change the past, but you 

can ruin the present by worrying about the 

future".  My favorite is, "Work like everything 

depends on you, and then pray like everything 

depends on God, because it does." How are you 

facing our uncertain future? With doubt and fear, or 

with faith? 

 

The Bible is full of stories about wonderful people 

who had faith in the future, and their faith can 

inspire us today. Two of my favorite people who 

had faith in the future were Anna and Simeon. Their 

stories are written in the second chapter of Luke. 

 

"Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name 

was Simeon. It had been revealed to him by the 

Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 

had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 

Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents 

brought in the child Jesus, Simeon took him in his 

arms and praised God."  Simeon said that he could 

now die in peace because he knew that the future of 

the world was secure and bright because of the gift 

of salvation that God sent into the world through 

His Son. 

 

Anna was of a great age, having lived with her 

husband seven years after her marriage, then as a 

widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 

temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer 

night and day.  When Jesus and His parents arrived, 

Anna came and began to praise God and to speak 

about the child to all who were looking for the 

redemption of Jerusalem. Anna had faith in the 

future because she knew Jesus was to bring 

redemption not only to Jerusalem but to the whole 

world. 

 

Another Bible hero who had faith in the future was 

St. Paul. His perspective, however, was a little 

different from the others. He didn't focus on 

his earthly future, but on his heavenly one.  

His earthly future wasn't very promising. He spent a 

lot of time being beaten and put in prison, and he 

knew sooner or later the Roman government would 

execute him, but that didn't bother him. He knew 

that his heavenly future was what counted.  By 

having faith in the future, Paul was able to proclaim 

that he had learned to be content in whatever 

situation he found himself. 

 

Like the Bible heroes, we can have faith in the 

future. We may not know what the future holds but 

we know Who holds the future. 

 

 
He’s got the whole world in His hands 

 

Peace, love and HOPE,  

Janice 

 

****************************************** 

Thank you from June Payne 

 

June says “thank you so much” to everyone for the 

cards, prayers, food, and phone calls after Jim’s 

passing.  Your actions are very much appreciated. 

 

Jim’s memorial was held at the Sacramento Valley 

National Cemetery with military funeral honors.  

Jim’s favorite hymn was “Amazing Grace”.  The 

family selected the version sung by Andrea Bocelli 

to be played at the service.  June said it was a 

beautiful service. 

****************************************** 
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******************************************  

 

Minister of Music Report 

 

 
 

I am sincerely hoping that everyone in our 

congregation had a great holiday season. As a kid, 

my expectations for Christmas and to a lesser extent 

New Years were always high. My family never 

disappointed me and now that the generations have 

shifted, I can honestly say that my family still never 

disappoints me. I think the only time I disappointed 

my family was the year I took some pans out on the 

front porch when I was about 10. I banged them 

together to celebrate the New Year and so severely 

bent them that they had to be replaced. I still lament 

that antic each year. 

 

With the presents open and the long-distance chats 

done, it’s time to look ahead to Epiphany and the 

music we will have.  We were so fortunate to have 

quality musicians enhance our worship during 

Advent. I received a lot of compliments on the 

music and enjoyed each performer.  The goal I have 

for January is to have as much variety as possible. 

We will have visits from prior performers and I am 

also looking into finding new voices and 

instrumentalists. Forty plus years in the retail music 

business along with constant work in churches has 

given me quite a list of people to recruit. But there 

is also a long list of folks who we have heard who 

were referred during my service at Hope. Don 

Gurley provided me with at least four leads and 

Jack Niemi offered up about four more to name a 

couple of people who have made my job easier. I 

got a king size list from Steve Cram, organist and 

choir director at Grace Presbyterian whom I met 

through Carol and Dick Pierce. And it should be 

mentioned that other members have offered up their 

relatives and friends knowing that their abilities 

were just what we needed. Many of these referrals 

have, in turn, given me leads which have been 

awesome. Please don’t hesitate to share any name 

with me anytime.  Good variety in the service music 

keeps us all refreshed.  May God bless and guide us 

all as we approach 2021 with the confidence that 

COVID-19 will be defeated and we will gather 

together again in the Fireside Room to worship.  

 

Wayne Anderson 

Minister of Music  

 

 

 

****************************************** 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting, January 31, 2021 

 

On behalf of the Church Council, we 

are pleased to announce that we will be 

able to conduct the Annual 

Congregational Meeting scheduled for 

Sunday morning; January 31, 2021 through a Zoom 

videoconference format.  

 

Our Church constitution states that, in order to 

conduct business at this meeting, we require a 

quorum of one third of our current membership of 

114, or 38 people. In previous years, we have had 

80-85 people attend the Annual meeting and we can 

still accommodate that number on Zoom. Saint 

Matthew Lutheran Church in Walnut Creek has just 

completed their Annual meeting on Zoom and has 

offered their assistance to us. 

 

A printed copy of the 53rd Annual Meeting of Hope 

Lutheran Church of Rossmoor, including financial 

statements, as well as our updated Constitution and 

our new Pictorial Directory will all be hand 

delivered to you on or before January 24, 2021, one 

week prior to the meeting. We will also update you 

before the January 31, 2021 meeting on the 

procedures required for attending the meeting via 

Zoom. 

 

We are confident we can conduct this meeting 

successfully and look forward to seeing you there. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Andy Smith                  Bill Kuhnsman 

Pastor                          Council President 

 

****************************************** 
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2021 Epiphany Sermon Series 

 

 

“Intimate Moments with the Savior: Learning to Love” 

Based on Ken Gire’s award winning devotions, this Epiphany Sermon Series will engage in a seven-week study 

from the life of Christ.  Woven together in chronological order, these devotional messages lead us to a more 

intimate understanding of the life, teaching and ministry of Jesus. 

 

Theme:   Date:  Sermon Title:        Text:    

2nd Sunday after Christmas January 3rd   “An Intimate Moment with John”          John 1: (1-9), 10-18 

Baptism of our Lord  January 10th   “An Intimate Moment with John the Baptist”   Mark 1:4-11  

2nd Sunday of Epiphany January 17th  “An Intimate Moment with Philip”     John 1:43-51 

3rd Sunday of Epiphany January 24th   “An Intimate Moment with Four Fishermen”    Mark 1:14-20  

4th Sunday of Epiphany January 31st    “An Intimate Moment with a Possessed Man”  Mark 1:21-28  

5th Sunday of Epiphany February 7th  “An Intimate Moment with a Sick Woman.”     Mark 1:29-39       

6th Sunday of Epiphany February 14th   “An Intimate Moment with Peter”            Mark 9:2-9   

Transfiguration Sunday 
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****************************************** 

“A Picture Is Worth A Thousand Words” 

Contributed by Wayne Quan 

 

While traveling to Meteora, Greece on a Sunday, 

we entered a Greek Orthodox Church.  While 

walking around the dimly lit sanctuary, I saw a man 

dressed in ragged clothes standing just inside the 

entrance doors.  He stood quietly with his head 

bowed and his hands in a praying position.  It 

looked like a picture from a National Geographic 

magazine. 

 

We each can picture a different story.   I see a man, 

having very little, thanking God for His promise of 

eternal life. 

 

******************************************  

News from Janet Katari 

 

Hello, Hope Rossmoor, 

 

I hope you all are doing 

well at this unique time 

in our history. I miss 

you all and am so 

appreciative of the love 

and support you all 

shared with me during 

my time as a Teaching 

Parish Student at Hope. 

 

I wanted to share with you that I have finished three 

milestones on my path to ordination. First, I have 

completed my internship, which was a split position 

with University Lutheran Chapel, Berkeley, and the 

Interfaith Movement for Human Integrity, Oakland. 

Second, I graduated from seminary in August 2020. 

And finally, in November I was approved for 

Ordination by the Candidacy Committee of the 

Sierra Pacific Synod. I am now enjoying doing 

some supply preaching and special projects as I 

await assignment to my first call. 

 

Thanks again for all of your love, support, and 

prayers. Hope is a very special congregation and I 

feel blessed to have been a part of it. 

 

Peace, 

Janet 

****************************************** 

Triumph & Connection! 

 

Happy Birthday, Anita! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To celebrate Anita Parmeter’s birthday, her 

daughter Amy Parmeter put together a birthday 

book of cards and pictures that Mum could continue 

to enjoy everyday.  Amy sends thanks to all “the 

lovely people of Hope” for sending birthday cards.  

She said “On the big day, we spent a pleasant 

couple of hours at far ends of an outdoor table while 

she thumbed through her birthday book. That 

actually wasn’t enough time for her to get through it 

all but, as she read page after page of good wishes, 

she kept saying “This is just unbelievable”!  

 

“Thanks once again for your help - I think, despite 

the circumstances, we did manage to make it a very 

special day!” 

 

Second note from Amy after receiving the package 

from Marjatta with the Hope pendant and masks: 

 

“Mum was so excited to receive her birthday 

pendant! She thanks you all so much for it and tells 

me she’s excited because she can wear it with any 

color outfit!  

 

“Once again, my thanks for helping give Mum a 

very special birthday! And I add my voice to hers as 

she says: “Blessings to all at Hope!” 
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Happy Birthday, Pastor Andy 

 

Pastor Andy celebrates his birthday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R:  Marjatta, Pastor Andy, Lynne 

 

 

Happy Anniversary, Hilda & Manuel 

 

 
Hilda & Manuel celebrate their Anniversary 

 

 

The Gift of Life 

 

In 2020, Wayne Sampson donated 57 units of 

platelets in 20 sessions.  Platelets are tiny cells in 

your blood that form clots and stop bleeding.  They 

are essential to surviving and fighting cancer. 

Wayne’s gift of platelets helps those cancer 

patients.  Bravo and thank you, Wayne! 

 

Wayne has been a volunteer at John Muir Hospital 

for over seven years.  After a brief pause due to 

COVID-19 restrictions, he went back to his regular 

shift on September 14.  Wayne volunteers every 

Monday from 9am-12:30pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wayne at John Muir with daughter Jana (left) and 

friend from Illinois who both work at the hospital 

 

 

Tribute 

 

Hope received a wonderful tribute 

to our Marjatta 

DeSchepper 

recently.  It was 

from a relative of 

Helen Litvak who sent a donation 

to Hope in thanks for all Marjatta 

does to help Helen. 

 

Thank you for all your caring kindness, Marjatta! 

 

 

Hiking the West Rossmoor Ridge 

 

Ingrid Wood and her 

daughter Julie hiked the 

4.7 miles up and down 

the trails from Rohrer 

Drive in Lafayette to 

West Rossmoor Ridge.  

The hike took four hours 

and had an elevation gain 

of 564 feet.  Brava, Ingrid 

and Julie!  
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Celebration To Come! 

 

On February 15, 2019, the German Club of 

Rossmoor was established by Inge Knight.  The 

commemorative brick arrived 10 months ago but 

could not be installed until December.  Due to 

COVID-19 restrictions, no celebration could be 

held.  When restrictions are lifted, the German Club 

will celebrate! 

 

 

Predawn Sky and Ground 

 

To capture the headlight/tail light effects in this 

picture along with the mountains and starry night,  

Debbie Bergvall had to photograph each one 

separately and then put them all together.   

 

 

****************************************** 

Thank You, Dear People of Hope! 

 

Thank you for your prayers for 

health and healing during my stay in 

Arizona!  The cataract surgeries 

have gone beautifully and I have 

had the very best of care in the 

home of my brother Jim and his 

wife Patty Horton!  Except for one Thanksgiving in 

Estes Park, CO, we have never been able to spend 

the Holidays together and this time has been very 

meaningful to me!  Lots of laughter and good-

natured teasing have brought so much joy to my 

life. 

 

I’ve missed being with you.  Many, many blessings 

to you in 2021!     

 

Peace, Hope, and Love,  

Pastor Karen 

 

****************************************** 

 

H O N O R I N G 

OUR 

N E I G H B O R’ S 

F A I T H 
 

Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor Study Led by 

Pastor Karen Woida 

 

This fall, a group of 10 met each Wednesday via 

Zoom to read and discuss the basic tenets of 

Hinduism, Judaism, Buddhism and Islam, seeking 

to broaden our understanding about our neighbors’ 

faith and beliefs.  After taking a break in November 

and December we are set to gather again on 

Wednesdays in 2021!  

 

In the new year we will look at Christianity as it 

developed from the Apostolic period throughout the 

world and investigate other modern religious 

groups.  All are welcome to participate whether or 

not you have been a part of the group up to now.  

Just email or phone to let me know of your interest.  

There are a few copies of the book available at 

$12.00 and a check may be sent to Carolyn Schick, 

earmarked for “Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith”. 

 

Mark your calendars for Wednesday, January 6, 

2021, at 10:00 AM! 

 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

The Kingdom of God Comes Near 

Pastor Karen 

 

While staying in 

Tucson, I had a 

chance to visit a long-

time friend from 

college days at 

Augsburg in 

Minneapolis.  We met 

a burger restaurant to catch up on old times.  After 

he ordered our lunch and paid for it, he handed the 

counter person some large bills and said he would 

like to share this with the kitchen staff. 

 

We found a booth and sat down to wait when, to my 

surprise, six young men came out in their masks and 

aprons to say “Thank You”!  My friend was 

surprised, too, and later explained to me that he and 

his wife do this whenever they have eaten out 

during the pandemic, because these men and 

women are among the hardest hit both for health 

risk and loss of income. 

 

Thank you, Lord!  Thank you, friend! 

 

****************************************** 

 

KN95 Masks 

By Sally Nordwall 

 

"I Know Not What the Future Holds…" are words 

from a favorite hymn and could not be more 

meaningful right now. It seems almost daily that we 

hear about new or changed regulations regarding 

COVID-19. We do not know how much longer this 

virus will control our lives. One thing we do know 

is that wearing high quality masks can protect us 

from virus and protect others from our emissions. 

We were blessed with a donation of 500 - KN95 

masks. Our members and caregivers have 

appreciated getting 414 of those to date. If your 

circumstances have changed and you need a high-

quality mask, contact Sally Nordwall either by text 

or email. HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH WANTS 

YOU TO BREATHE EASILY. 

 

****************************************** 

 

****************************************** 

 

Hope Council’s Corner 

 

Here are the highlights from our “virtual” Council 

Meeting on Monday, December 14, 2020. 

 

• Since the Fireside Room was again closed for 

our Sunday services due to COVID-19 

restrictions by the County, we have returned to 

"exile" and will continue to provide a virtual 

service. 

• Robin Kanno and Mark Krauth have agreed to 

continue on Council for their 2nd 3-year terms. 

This will be formalized at our Congregational 

Meeting on 1/31/21. 

• We were advised by Synod on 12/14/20 that our 

revised Constitution and Bylaws have been 

approved.  We will formally approve at our 

Congregational meeting. 

• The new Pictorial Directory is on schedule to be 

released with all other documents to the 

congregation on or before the Annual Meeting. 

• In lieu of Poinsettias purchased and dedicated to 

loved ones at Christmas, we request that money 

be donated for food gift cards for the homeless 

at the Trinity Center. 

• Council received the financial statements update 

thru 11/30/20 from Carolyn Schick. We 

continue to be in line with the 2020 budget. 

• Council received and approved the proposed 

Preliminary Budget for 2021 presented by the 

finance committee. Final review will be at the 

1/11/21 Council meeting for submission to the 

congregation at the annual meeting. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Andy Smith   Bill Kuhnsman 

Pastor   President, Hope Council 

 

******************************************  
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Upcoming Events in January   

 

Tuesday, January 5 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am 

via video conference 

 

Wednesday, January 6 – Honoring Our 

Neighbor’s Faith at 10:00am via Zoom 

 

Saturday, January 9 – Women’s Bible Study via 

Zoom at 10:00am *** Note different date *** 

 

Monday, January 11 – Hope Council Meeting at 

1:00pm via video conference 

 

Tuesday, January 12 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am 

via video conference 

 

Tuesday, January 19 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am 

via video conference 

 

Wednesday, January 20 – Third Wednesday 

Lunch Bunch via Zoom 

 

Monday, January 22 – Anchor articles and group 

updates due for February Edition 

 

Tuesday, January 26 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am 

via video conference 

 

Sunday, January 31 – Congregational Meeting 

We will be having our Annual 

meeting via Zoom (due to COVID-

19 restrictions) where we make 

important decisions for 2021 

including budget, a revised Constitution, and 

election of Council representatives.  Please plan to 

attend. 

 

****************************************** 

Small Group News 

 

The Women of Hope Small Group – The women's 

Bible study group will be meeting via Zoom on 

Saturday, January 9, from 10:00 - 11:30am. (Please 

note that this is a change from the usual first 

Saturday meeting time.) The study can be found in 

the January issue of Gather magazine and is entitled 

"Journeys with angels: Looking up". Please contact 

Pastor Karen if you are interested in joining the 

study so that she can arrange for you to get the 

Zoom link. 

 

Monday Lunch Group – We don’t know yet 

whether we can have our luncheon in January. We 

will let you know as soon as pertinent information 

is available. Stay well and confident. 

If you have questions, call Inge Knight. 

 

Wednesday Lunch Group – This activity is 

dependent upon current shelter-in-place & social 

distancing requirements.  This group usually meets 

on the fourth Wednesday of each month. Please talk 

to Esther Kuencer if you have any questions.  

 

The Small Group Going Out to Dinner – The 

Small Group Going Out To Dinner will not be 

dining for a few months due to the coronavirus, the 

limitations on dining inside, and the likely cold 

weather. We are eager to resume gathering for 

dinner when the circumstances change. 

 

Dinner-in-homes Groups – The dinner-in-home 

groups have suspended all their activities, pending a 

change in the Rossmoor shelter-in-place guidelines 

that will allow for indoor activities for small groups 

of people.   

 

Loss & Grief Group – Our meetings for January 

have been cancelled due to the coronavirus shelter-

in-place mandate but we are available via phone.  

Call Marjatta DeSchepper at: 925-448-1049. 

 

Third Wednesday Lunch Bunch via Zoom – We 

continue to fight the COVID-19 with masks, social 

distancing, and hand washing.  But we eagerly 

anticipate the time when we can get back together 

in person.      Until that day arrives, Wayne and 

Julane think it would be fun to have a virtual 3rd 

Wednesday Lunch Bunch on January 20 with 

ZOOM.  Just prepare your own lunch and bring it 

with you when you sit down in front of your 

computer, tablet, or cell phone.  We will chat and 

eat from 12:00 to 1:30. 

 

If you would like to take part, please call Wayne 

Sampson after January 1.  He will give you 

instructions for signing on to Zoom. 

 

****************************************** 
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******************************************  

 

Worship Assistants for January 2021  

 

As of press time, we are still in the purple tier for 

COVID-19 and must remain with our virtual 

worship services.  Thank you to all our readers, 

greeters, altar guild who have responded so kindly 

with your service during these ever-changing times. 

 

Thank you for your faithful service!   

 

****************************************** 

 

Worship Assistant Coordinators 

 

Altar Guild – Jean Possin 

Ushers – Evelyn Olson 

Communion Assistants – Mary Lyn Padley 

Greeters – Sandra Williams 

Lay Readers – Mark Krauth 

Fellowship – Margaret Anderson 

Offering Counters – Jean Possin 

Altar & Table Flowers – Mary Lyn Padley 

 

****************************************** 

 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands.   

 

Have you remembered the Hope 

Endowment Fund in your will or 

trust? When you plan your giving for 2020, think 

about the Hope Endowment Fund.  Your 

contribution is tax deductible.  For more 

information, please contact Evelyn Olson or any 

member of the Hope Endowment Committee.  

Members are identified on their name badges. 

 

Endowment Committee Members 

Evelyn Olson – Coordinator 

Mark Conrad 

Mark Krauth 

Jack Padley 

Wayne Sampson 

Carolyn Schick   

 

****************************************** 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

Hope Lutheran Church Staff & Representatives 

 

Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Andy Smith 

Associate Pastor:  The Rev. Karen Woida 

Anchor Contributor:  Janice Callentine 

Minister of Music:  Wayne Anderson 

Financial Manager:  Carolyn Schick 

Cantor:  Kimberly Twesme 

Care Ministry:  Marjatta DeSchepper  

Operations Manager:  Robin Kanno  

Rossmoor Interfaith Council Representative:  Sally 

Nordwall 

Webmaster:  Clint Mah 

 

****************************************** 

 

2020 Hope Church Council Members 

 

Bill Kuhnsman (President) 

Barrie Christensen (Vice President) 

Mark Krauth (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Marjatta DeSchepper (Care Ministry) 

Robin Kanno (Operations Manager) 

Jack Padley (Liaison to Endowment Committee) 

Carolyn Schick (Financial Manager) 

 

******************************************  

****************************************** 

 


