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The Anchor – The Newsletter of Hope 
December 2020          Vol 12, Number 3 

     Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ’s promises as an anchor for our lives."  Hebrews 6:19 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Reflections of HOPE 
from Pastor Andy 

 

“Songs of Christmas: O Come Let Us Adore Him” 

 

“O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant, O 

come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; Come and 

behold Him Born the King of angels; O come, let us 

adore Him, O come, let us adore Him, O come, let 

us adore Him, Christ, the Lord.” 

--John Francis Wade, (1744) 

 

Recently, I came across Time Magazine’s Top Ten 

Recorded Christmas Carols of the Modern Era. As I 

reviewed the list, memories of Christmas came 

flooding back into my mind and heart. I remember 

my first Christmas as a 17-year-old new believer –

with tears in my eyes - listening to a soloist singing 

“O Holy Night” on Christmas Eve. Then, as a 

young pastor in my mid-thirties, I will never forget 

our entire congregation singing “Silent Night” and 

raising candles high at a candlelight service on 

Christmas Eve. On the first Sunday after Christmas, 

I love singing, “Hark the Herald Angels Sing!”  

Take a moment and reflect upon a time in your life 

when one or more of these classic Christmas Carols 

took on special meaning for you,  

 

Time Magazine’s Top Ten Recorded Christmas 

Carols of the Modern Era: 

 

1. “Silent Night,” 733 recordings since 1978 

2. “Joy to the World,” 391 recordings 

3. “O Holy Night,” 374 recordings 

4. “What Child is this?” 329 recordings 

5. “Away in a Manger,” 300 recordings 

6. “O Come All Ye Faithful,” 296 recordings 

7. “Ave Maria,” 270 recordings 

8. “Jingle Bells,” 254 recordings 

9. “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” 236 recordings 

10. “The First Noel,” 234 recordings 

 

Advent is about longing. It is also about singing. 

For the next five weeks of Advent and Christmas, 

we will ponder the miracle of the manger through 

six of the greatest Christmas Carols of our time. 

Each Sunday we will look at the Christmas story 

hidden in the lyrics of one of our favorite Christmas 

Carols. We will listen to Isaiah longing for a 

Messiah, “Oh that you would rend the heavens and 

come down, that the mountains would tremble 

before you!” (Isaiah 64:1). We will sing songs of 

worship with the psalmists as they await their 

coming king, “Hear us, O Shepherd of Israel, you 

who lead Joseph like a flock; you, who sit enthroned 

between the cherubim, shine forth before the 

nations! Come and save us.” (Ps. 80:1-2). Through 

the songs of Christmas, we will all come together in 

worship to adore the Savior. 

 

In this year of unprecedented challenges, I invite 

you to join me in experiencing the miracle where 

one Silent Night the impossible became possible 

and God tiptoed into our world. I am eager to begin 

this musical journey with you!  

 

O Come Let Us Adore Him, 

Pastor Andy 

 

 

 
******************************************
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******************************************  

“Waiting on the Lord” 

by Janice Callentine 

 

 Sunday, November 29th, is the first 

Sunday of Advent. We have all been 

taught that the purpose of the season 

of Advent is to prepare ourselves for 

Christmas. We were also taught that 

the purpose of the season of Lent is 

to prepare ourselves for Easter. This 

always confused me as a kid because I wished that 

someone what explain the difference between the two 

seasons to me. I finally found a suitable answer on the 

internet. During the season of Lent, we prepare by 

putting our focus on repentance, and asking God's 

forgiveness. During the season of Advent, we prepare 

by focusing on the message of Hope and the joyous 

expectation which the promise of Jesus' birth brings 

 

But Advent is also about waiting. God's people had to 

wait eight hundred years from the time of the first 

prophecies about Jesus until His birth. We have been 

waiting over 2000 years for His return. 

 

We wait all the time.  For the past year, we have been 

waiting for the end of the Coronavirus and waiting to 

see if our lives will ever be normal again, and if they 

can't, we are waiting to see what the new normal will 

be. We were waiting for the presidential election. We 

are waiting for the vaccine that will help us corner the 

virus. We have been waiting and hoping for the end of 

racial injustice which has plagued our country for 

centuries. We have been waiting for our economy to 

recover so people can go back to work and to school. 

 

But what does it mean to wait on God? Wait on Him 

for what?  Psalm 27 says, “I remain confident of this: 

I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 

living. Be strong and take heart and wait for the 

Lord.” 

 

We wait on the Lord to act – to deliver, to save, to 

answer our prayers, to provide for our needs, to renew 

our strength, to reveal His glory, to do what only God 

can do. 

 

We wait on Him because He is God and we are not. 

He can accomplish what we cannot. We wait on Him 

because we are helpless without Him. 

 

Waiting is something that takes time. God, the Creator 

of time, is not limited by time. When we are waiting 

on Him to act, He has already acted. He has put 

together a plan for the life and the well-being of each 

one of us. 

 

God is patient with us; he understands waiting. His 

concept of time is nothing like ours, and yet His 

timing is perfect. 

 

God is not surprised by the circumstances of our lives. 

He knows. He has always known, and waiting is a part 

of His plan for us. 

 

Waiting on God is good for us. If God acted 

immediately every time we cried to Him, we would be 

in control and not Him. We would call the shots, and 

we do not possess His wisdom. Having to wait causes 

us to learn to trust Him, to trust His timing. 

 

As we wait for better days, it will help us if we 

remember that Advent is a season of preparing. In this 

time of trouble, God is preparing us to face whatever 

is coming next. 

 

How well are you waiting on God? Don’t waste time 

in the “waiting room.” Ask God to change you while 

you wait, to strengthen you and produce perseverance, 

character, and hope.  

            

“Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait 

for the Lord”. He rewards those who wait, and His 

timing is perfect. 

 

Peace, love and HOPE,  

Janice 

******************************************  

Thank you from Janice Callentine 

 

I want to thank everyone in the Hope family for all the 

cards expressing sympathy and condolences on the 

death of my mom on November 1st. It is comforting 

in these times to know we have the prayers and 

support of one another.  

 

I also want to thank Pastor Karen, Nancy Conrad and 

the Rossmoor Quilters for the wonderful quilt they 

sent. It is very much appreciated. 

 

God's promise of resurrection comforts us all. 

 

Janice Callentine 
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2020 Advent Sermon Series 

 

“Songs of Christmas: O Come Let Us Adore Him” 

Theme:   Date:  Title:     Texts:   

FIRST Advent   Nov. 29th “O Come All Ye Faithful”  Isaiah 64:1-9    

           Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  

  

SECOND Advent  Dec. 6th  “What Child is This?”  Isaiah 7:10-16 

           Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13  

            

THIRD Advent  Dec. 13th   “Joy to the World”   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11  

           Psalm 126   

     

FOURTH Advent  Dec. 20th  “Silent Night”    Isaiah 40:1-11  

           Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE  Dec. 24th  “O Holy Night”    Isaiah 9:2-7              

           Psalm 96 

 

First Sunday after Christmas Dec. 27th  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” Isaiah 61:10-62:3         

           Psalm 148              
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******************************************  

 

Minister of Music Report 

 

 
 

We are approaching a Christmas season in the 

throes of a pandemic and I am curious if the folks in 

1918 felt like we do. There was no potential for a 

serum that would end it. Today we know what 

causes these pandemics and have ways to combat it. 

But at the end of World War I, science wasn’t sure 

how the pandemic started or how to combat it 

except for asking people to cover up and stay apart. 

Now our church is being asked to cover up and stay 

apart like the folks had to just a little over a hundred 

years ago because a scientific cure is months away 

for most of us. This awful life we are enduring is a 

challenge. 

 

But the good news is that we are not dealing with 

this challenge in an era where electronics are 

limited to electric lights and radios. We have the 

ability to watch and learn on our own, selecting the 

medium that suits us. We can read online books and 

listen to podcasts. We can choose from a myriad of 

television channels and listen to the radio as we 

drive our cars. And we can listen to God’s message 

in our homes. 

 

This month we will likely listen to our worship 

services on line and the plan during Advent is to 

celebrate some of the great songs of Christmas. In 

our services, we will have a super lineup of 

musicians to help us and I look forward to 

celebrating the season while we all stay apart and 

covered physically but together in spirit 

remembering that “for unto us a son is given”!! 

 

Wayne Anderson 

Minister of Music  

 

 

 

****************************************** 

****************************************** 

 

Humorous Thoughts 

Contributed by Wayne Quan 

 

I want to offer a suggestion for husbands racking 

their brains trying to figure out what to give their 

wives for their birthdays. 

 

My wife had a birthday this month and I let her 

have the TV remote for the entire day, as long as 

she chooses the channels I like. 

 

******************************************  

 

 

        2020    
 

IMPORTANT:  Offerings to be credited for 2020 

must be received by Dec. 27, 2020.  Thank you for 

your gracious generosity! 

****************************************** 

All Saints’ Sunday 

At Sportsmen’s Park 

 

Even with the breeze blowing 

the paraments and tumbling the 

candles in our outdoor setting, 

All Saints’ Sunday was a 

beautiful remembrance of all the 

Saints of Hope.   

Pastor Karen                                       Pastor Andy 

******************************************  
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****************************************** 

Triumph & Connection! 

 

Happy Halloween! 

 

 
 

Shirley Griffey is stylin’ in her Halloween attire. 

 

Quad Waynes 

 

In 2020, the most popular name for newborn boys 

in the United States is Liam.  However, at Hope, 

our most popular men’s name is Wayne.  Here is 

the Fearsome Foursome (as Wayne Q called them). 

 

 
 

L to R:  Wayne W., Wayne Q., Wayne S., Wayne A. 

 

 

On Location With Debbie 

 

Debbie Bergvall continues to visit and photograph 

beautiful and interesting places in the Western US. 

 

 
 

Location:  Death Valley – Playa Racetrack.  Two 

stones moving side by side through the ages. 

 

 
 

Location:  Bryce Canyon 

 

****************************************** 

SOCK-tober! 

I want to thank all who participated in 

SOCK-tober and provided socks or 

donations for the homeless at the 

Trinity Center.  The Action Team 

project from Thrivent was a success.  The $695 

donated was matched with $250, totaling $945. 

With these donations, matches and donated socks, 

964 pairs of socks where provided to the Trinity 

Center! 

 

Thank you for caring! 

Wayne Sampson 

 

******************************************  
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******************************************  

 

Testing Americans Christmas Knowledge 

Contributed by Clint Mah 

 

The Twelve Questions of Christmas for Americans. 

What is your Christmas IQ? 

 

1. When was Jesus born? 

 a. 1 BC 

 b. 1 AD 

 c. 0 BC 

 d. None of the above 

 

2. When was Christmas first officially celebrated on 

December 25th in churches? 

 a. ca.   4 BC 

 b. ca.   4 AD 

 c. ca.  40 AD 

 d. ca. 400 AD 

 

3. Christmas became a legal U.S. holiday in 

 a. 1776 

 b. 1788 

 c. 1844 

 d. 1870 

 

4. Which are the last two reindeer in the original 

"Night Before Christmas"? 

 a. Donner and Blitzen 

 b. Donder and Blitzen 

 c. Dunder and Blitzen 

 d. Downer and Blitzen 

(Extra credit: What do the two names mean and 

how did they help to identify the real author of the 

poem?) 

 

5. What color is Santa's suit? 

 a. Carmine red 

 b. Coca Cola red 

 c. Fire engine red 

 d. Cherry red 

 

6. The artist who created the popular bearded image 

of Santa Claus also was responsible for 

 a. Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer 

 b. The Republican elephant 

 c. Round John Virgin 

 d. The eye on the $1 bill 

 

7. When did Santa move to the North Pole? 

 a. 1492 

 b. 1776 

 c. 1850 

 d. 1869 

 

8. Which TV show features the St. Luke Christmas 

story? 

 a. "How the Grinch stole Christmas" 

 b. "The Bob Hope Christmas Special" 

 c. "A Charlie Brown Christmas" 

 d. "The Simpsons' Christmas Special" 

 

9. Which of these Christmas songs has music 

written by a Jew? 

 a. O Holy Night 

 b. White Christmas 

 c. Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer 

 d. Silver Bells 

 

10. Which of the following ingredients was not in 

traditional English wassail? 

 a. Beer 

 b. Honey 

 c. Apples 

 d. Nutmeg 

 

11. Where and when was the first complete 

American performance of "The Nutcracker" 

 a. San Francisco, 1944 

 b. New York City, 1954 

 c. Chicago, 1905 

 d. Philadelphia, 1929 

 

12. Which of the following statements is true? 

 a. Epiphany is the 12th day of Christmas. 

 b. Kriss Kringle and St. Nicholas are the same 

person. 

 c. Christmas was banned in America in the 17th 

Century. 

 d. George Washington had Christmas trees at 

Mount Vernon. 

 

Answers on page 7 

 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

In Loving Memory 

 

The family of Hope extends our love and sympathy 

to the family of Jim Payne who died in November. 

 

Please pray for June and the Payne family 

that they will experience God's comfort, 

peace and presence. 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

Hope Endowment Fund Distributions 

 

The Hope Endowment Committee held its annual 

Fund distribution meeting by Zoom conference to 

consider 2020 Fund distributions pursuant to the 

Fund’s calling to support and extend the mission of 

Hope and perpetuate the Church’s heritage.  Given 

the economic insecurity emanating from COVID-

19, the committee chose to distribute $2000, a 

significant increase from 2019 when $1300 was 

distributed. 

Four $500 distributions were made, as follows: 

• ELCA Fund for Leaders providing seminary 

scholarships for future Church leaders 

• Trinity Center serving the homeless and 

working poor in Walnut Creek 

• Rossmoor Scholarship Fund assisting low 

income students in central Contra Costa County 

and children of Rossmoor employees with 

college tuition 

• Rossmoor Fund assisting low income Rossmoor 

residents with financial emergencies 

 

The Church Council approved the distributions 

November 9th. 

****************************************** 

Pastor Karen Visits Ruth & Jack Niemi 

 

Pastor Karen visited Ruth & Jack at the Collonade 

in Surprise, AZ.  They miss everyone at Hope and 

send their love. 

 

  Pastor Karen and Ruth 

 

 

          Ruth and Jack 

 

****************************************** 

 

Answers to Christmas Quiz 

 

1. d; 2. d; 3. d; 4. b (=thunder and 

lightning); 5. b; 6. b; 7. d; 8. c; 9. 

a,b,c,d; 10. d; 11. a, 12. c. 

 

 

******************************************  
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****************************************** 

A Thanksgiving Garden 

Contributed by Ingrid Wood 

 

 

******************************************  

The Definition of Prayer 

Contributed by Hilda Bautista 

 

“What is a prayer?  Prayer doesn’t just happen 

when we kneel or put our hands 

together and focus and expect things 

from God.  Thinking positive and 

wishing good for others is a prayer. 

When you hug a friend. That’s a 

prayer. When you cook something to 

nourish family and friends. That’s a prayer. When 

we send off our near and dear ones and say, ‘drive 

safely’ or ‘be safe’. That’s a prayer. When you are 

helping someone in need by giving your time and 

energy. You are praying. When you forgive 

someone by your heart. That is prayer. Prayer is a 

vibration. A feeling. A thought. Prayer is the 

voice of love, friendship, genuine relationships. 

Prayer is an expression of your silent being.” 

 

******************************************  

 

Walnut Creek-Based Trinity Center Named 

Nonprofit of the Year 

Contributed by Ingrid Wood 

 

Thank you, Ingrid, for contributing this article from 

the November 15, 2020 “Walnut Creek Patch 

Newsletter.” 

 

“Senator Steve Glazer, D-Contra Costa, has chosen 

Walnut Creek-based Trinity Center as the 2020 

California Nonprofit of the Year for his Senate 

district. Senator Glazer will recognize the nonprofit 

group in a livestream presentation on Wednesday, 

November 18. 

 

“During the COVID-19 pandemic, Trinity Center 

has provided a welcoming space for homeless and 

very low-income individuals at a level not seen 

before: It served 970 unique individuals and 

provided more than 56,000 services in 2019-2020. 

 

“Trinity Center is a place where vulnerable people 

can feel physically and emotionally safe, supported 

in their recovery, and part of a caring group that is 

focused on helping them escape the challenges of 

poverty. Trinity Center operates during the day and 

offers services such as: meals, showers, laundry, 

clothing, and mail & telephone access, coupled with 

case management for benefits, housing, 

employment, and substance use counseling. 

 

“’I am proud to honor Trinity Center for its vital 

work in keeping people safe and providing them 

with much needed services during this trying time 

of the Coronavirus pandemic,’ said Senator Glazer. 

‘Trinity Center's work is a lifeline for people who 

otherwise might not make it. Nonprofit 

organizations like Trinity are doing heroic work that 

cannot be undervalued.’” 

 

******************************************  
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******************************************  

 

Card Making Project – Volunteer Opportunity 

By Julane Sampson 

 

Purses are being made in the USA and 

other countries for the teen girls in the 

poor area of Zambia.  They are given to 

school girls to carry supplies for their 

period so that they do not drop out of 

school those days. 

 

Julane Sampson recently turned in 25 purses to be 

sent to Zambia.  A homemade card of 

encouragement goes with each purse in the front 

pocket.  Not all sewers in the Sew Powerful 

organization are also card makers.   

 

If you enjoy the craft of making cards, 

there is a need for cards to 

accompany purses to be 

sent!  You may check 

out sewpowerful.org for more 

details, and check with Julane 

for more information. 

 

 

****************************************** 

Hope Council’s Corner 

 

Here are the highlights from our “virtual” Council 

Meeting on Monday, November 9, 2020. 

 

• The Council celebrated the return of our live 

worship service to the Fireside Room on 

Sunday, November 8, 2020 with the maximum 

of 50 people in attendance. We continue to 

follow the precautionary guidelines set forth by 

the State, Contra Costa County and the Golden 

Rain Foundation of Rossmoor. An audio 

recording of the entire worship service and 

written documents will continue to be provided 

to all members of Hope on a weekly basis. 

 

• The Council received the October financial 

update from the Financial Manager (Carolyn 

Schick). Hope continues to be in a strong 

financial position, as regular giving remains 

steady. Sunday, November 8, 2020 will be set 

aside as Stewardship Sunday with a dedication 

of our Estimated Giving for 2021 on Sunday, 

November 15, 2020.  

 

• SOCK-tober Trinity Center Sock Drive.   

Wayne Sampson served as the leader of Hope’s 

SOCK-tober drive.  With the $250 Action Team 

seed money from Thrivent and the $695 

donations from Hope members, the total amount 

was $945. Sunday, November 8, 2020 was the 

final day for receiving donations. With these 

donations, matches and donated socks, 964 pairs 

of socks where provided to the Trinity Center! 

Thank you to all who participated in this effort 

to love our neighbors! 

 

• The Council approved a motion from Jack 

Padley on behalf of the Hope Endowment Fund 

Committee to fund the following distributions 

(5.3%) for 2020. 

o $500 to Rossmoor Fund 

o $500 to Rossmoor Scholarship Fund 

o $500 to ELCA Future Leaders  

o $500 to the Trinity Center  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Andy Smith   Bill Kuhnsman 

Pastor   President, Hope Council 

 

******************************************  

 

Upcoming Events in December   

 

Tuesday, December 1 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am 

via video conference 

 

Saturday, December 5 – Women’s Bible Study 

via Zoom at 10:00am 

 

Tuesday, December 8 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am 

via video conference 

 

Monday, December 14 – Hope Council Meeting at 

1:00pm via video conference 

 

Tuesday, December 15 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am 

via video conference 

 

Friday, December 18 – Anchor articles and group 

updates due for January Edition 

http://sewpowerful.org/
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Tuesday, December 22 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am 

via video conference 

 

Sunday, December 27 – Offerings to be credited 

for 2020 must be received by Dec. 27, 2020.  

 

Tuesday, December 29 – Staff Meeting at 10:00am 

via video conference 

 

****************************************** 

 

Small Group News 

 

The Women of Hope Small Group – The women's 

Bible study group will be meeting via Zoom on 

Saturday, December 5, from 10:00 - 11:30am. The 

study is in the December issue of Gather magazine 

and is entitled "Singing, Writing, Moving, 

Connecting: Advent Rituals for Uncertain Times". 

Please contact Pastor Karen if you have any 

questions or would like to join us for the study. 

 

Monday Lunch Group – We don’t know yet 

whether we can have our luncheon in December. 

We will let you know as soon as pertinent 

information is available. Stay well and confident. 

If you have questions, call Inge Knight at 954-7478. 

 

Wednesday Lunch Group – This activity is 

dependent upon current shelter-in-place & social 

distancing requirements.  This group usually meets 

on the fourth Wednesday of each month. Please talk 

to Esther Kuencer if you have any questions.  

 

The Small Group Going Out to Dinner – The 

Small Group Going Out To Dinner will not be 

dining for a few months due to the coronavirus, the 

limitations on dining inside, and the likely cold 

weather. We are eager to resume gathering for 

dinner when the circumstances change. 

 

Dinner-in-homes Groups – The dinner-in-home 

groups have suspended all their activities, pending a 

change in the Rossmoor shelter-in-place guidelines 

that will allow for indoor activities for small groups 

of people.   

 

Loss & Grief Group – Our meetings for December 

have been cancelled due to the coronavirus shelter-

in-place mandate but we are available via phone.  

Call Marjatta DeSchepper at: 925-448-1049. 

 

Third Wednesday Lunch Bunch – The Third 

Wednesday Lunch Bunch will be discontinued until 

further notice. 

 

****************************************** 

Worship Assistants for December 2020  

 

As of press time, we are back in the purple tier for 

COVID-19 and must return to our virtual worship 

services.  Thank you to all our readers, greeters, 

altar guild who have responded so kindly with your 

service during these ever-changing times. 

 

Thank you for your faithful service!   

 

****************************************** 

 

Worship Assistant Coordinators 

 

Altar Guild – Jean Possin 

Ushers – Evelyn Olson 

Communion Assistants – Mary Lyn Padley 

Greeters – Sandra Williams 

Lay Readers – Mark Krauth 

Fellowship – Margaret Anderson 

Offering Counters – Jean Possin 

Altar & Table Flowers – Mary Lyn Padley 

 

****************************************** 

******************************************  
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****************************************** 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands.   

 

Have you remembered the Hope 

Endowment Fund in your will or 

trust? When you plan your giving for 2020, think 

about the Hope Endowment Fund.  Your 

contribution is tax deductible.  For more 

information, please contact Evelyn Olson or any 

member of the Hope Endowment Committee.  

Members are identified on their name badges. 

 

Endowment Committee Members 

Evelyn Olson – Coordinator 

Mark Conrad 

Mark Krauth 

Jack Padley 

Wayne Sampson 

Carolyn Schick   

 

****************************************** 

 

Hope Lutheran Church Staff & Representatives 

 

Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Andy Smith 

Associate Pastor:  The Rev. Karen Woida 

Anchor Contributor:  Janice Callentine 

Minister of Music:  Wayne Anderson 

Financial Manager:  Carolyn Schick 

Cantor:  Kimberly Twesme 

Care Ministry:  Marjatta DeSchepper  

Operations Manager:  Robin Kanno  

Rossmoor Interfaith Council Representative:  Sally 

Nordwall 

Webmaster:  Clint Mah 

 

****************************************** 

 

 

 

 

******************************************  

 

2020 Hope Church Council Members 

 

Bill Kuhnsman (President) 

Barrie Christensen (Vice President) 

Mark Krauth (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Marjatta DeSchepper (Care Ministry) 

Robin Kanno (Operations Manager) 

Jack Padley (Liaison to Endowment Committee) 

Carolyn Schick (Financial Manager) 

 

******************************************  
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****************************************** 

CUT OUT THE I.R.S. AS YOU SUPPORT 

HOPE LUTHERAN 

By Mark Krauth 

 

We are all aware of the downsides to 

getting older.  How about a 

serious positive to getting 

older?  Specifically…..age 70-1/2 or 

older?  

CUTTING OUT THE I.R.S.!! 

  

If you are age 70-1/2 or 

older……and have an Individual Retirement 

Account (IRA), are you aware that you can make 

donations to qualified charities (which include your 

church – Hope Lutheran) without EVER PAYING 

TAX on these distributions? 

  

It is through the strategy known as a “QUALIFIED 

CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION” or QCD.  

  

As you know, once we turn 72 (the new age as of 

2020 for RMD's), the government forces you to take 

out a certain amount of your traditional IRA 

annually through a process known as “REQUIRED 

MINIMUM DISTRIBUTIONS” (or RMD’s).  The 

reason is that the government has let you grow your 

money in this IRA tax-deferred, in their opinion, for 

long enough!  They want their tax money!!  

  

So, they force you to take the money out and expose 

it to taxation.  Many people lose between 10% and 

30% of their annual distribution to taxes. And they 

lose this money each and every year in which they 

take these distributions.  

  

I have worked as a Financial Advisor & Certified 

Financial Planner for over 20 years.  Let me tell 

you…. when the stock market drops 5%, people get 

nervous, edgy, and worried.  Yet the stock market 

has recovered and gone on to higher levels 100% of 

the time.  However, what if you were subjected to 

losing 10% to 30% of your annual retirement 

distributions each and every year of your retirement 

with almost no options as to how to reduce or 

eliminate that? 

  

Well…. here is your gift.  The Qualified Charitable 

Donation…. or QCD. 

  

How it works?  You contact your Financial 

Institution and request taking out any amount UP 

TO $100,000 PER YEAR from your Traditional 

IRA with a QCD.  On the form, you request which 

charity – or charities – you’d like your institution to 

send the money to.   It MUST be sent DIRECTLY 

from the financial institution to the charity.  You 

cannot take possession of the funds.  You can send 

up to $100,000 per year tax-free to your charities of 

choice.  And yes, charities of choice include HOPE 

LUTHERAN.  

  

You can support the Good News of Jesus Christ – 

and the mission of Hope Lutheran – all while 

cutting out the I.R.S.  

  

A quick example:  If you took $10,000 from your 

IRA and fell into a combined 20% tax rate, you’d 

receive approx. $8,000 and $2,000 would go to the 

IRS.  If you chose instead to send the $10,000 direct 

to the charity, they would receive all $10,000 and 

you would owe – and send - $0 to the I.R.S. 

  

What a wonderful opportunity to support God’s 

work in our local community all while NOT having 

to pay taxes on these distributions.   So, if you are 

able to check off the boxes of 

1) age 70-1/2 or older 

2) have an IRA and 

3) a desire to support charities – including 

Hope Lutheran 

– the Qualified Charitable Distribution might be 

right up your alley!   Of course, always seek the 

counsel of your Tax Advisor prior to implementing 

new strategies. 
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RETURN TO WORSHIP IN THE FIRESIDE ROOM 

NOVEMBER 8, 2020 

 

 

On a cold Sunday morning, we returned to worship in the Fireside Room at the Gateway Complex.  Everyone 

was so happy to be back and very thankful we were indoors.  Yes, COVID restrictions were in force and we 

were limited to 50 attendees but happiness and joy filled the space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Check in at the table in the foyer 

 

                            Lots of space between chairs                                                                               

 

 

Our altar is in its normal place but no chairs nearby. 

Pastor Andy is getting set up.  

 

     Together again in the Fireside Room 

 

 

 

 

  Special music provided by Kyler Svensgaard on classical guitar 

   

 

 

 

 

     


