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The Anchor – The Newsletter of Hope 
November 2020          Vol 12, Number 2 

     Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ’s promises as an anchor for our lives."  Hebrews 6:19 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Reflections of HOPE 
from Pastor Andy 

 

“The Last Lecture” 

 
“As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 

disciples came to him privately. ‘Tell us,’ they said, 

‘what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of 

the age?’” (Matthew 24:3ff) 

 

The Last Lecture is a New York Times best-selling 

book by Randy Pausch—a professor of computer 

science at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, 

Pennsylvania. Dr. Paush was invited, along with other 

academics, to give a hypothetical “final lecture” of 

what he would like to impart to the world if he knew it 

was his last chance. A month before the lecture, 

Pausch received a prognosis that he had terminal 

pancreatic cancer. He delivered his actual “Last 

Lecture” at Carnegie Mellon on September 18, 2007.  

 

The Last Lecture discusses 

everything Dr. Pausch wanted 

his children to know after his 

pancreatic cancer had taken 

his life. It includes stories of 

his childhood, lessons he 

wants his children to learn, 

and things he wants his 

children to know about him. 

The Last Lecture achieved 

commercial success. It 

became a New York Times 

bestseller in 2008. His final 

message to his children resonated with millions of 

people all over the world. It still does thirteen years 

later.  

 

What would your “final lecture” be to those you love? 

Take a few moments this week to reflect upon your 

own childhood and what lessons you have learned 

over the years about what really matters in life. How 

would you summarize those life lessons? What do you 

want your children and grandchildren to know about 

your life and what mattered most to you? What is your 

Last Lecture? 

 

For three weeks in November, we are going to listen 

to The Last Lecture of Jesus. Only three days before 

his death, Jesus gives his final sermon to his followers 

(Matthew 24-25). He knows his death is imminent. 

The cross awaits. This is his final message about what 

really matters in life. He wants his followers to know 

certain thing about his second coming and the end of 

the age. His final message challenges us to make the 

most of every day we have.  

 

Please plan to join me these next three Sundays in 

November as we listen to the Last Lecture of Jesus. 

Take a few moments to read the Scripture Lessons for 

each Sunday in November to prepare for these special  

worship experiences.  

 

Sunday, November 8, 2020: The Last Lecture Sermon 

Series. Scripture Lessons: Amos 5:18-24, Psalm 70, I 

Thessalonians 4:13-18, Matthew 25:1-13. Sermon: 

“The Welcoming Committee”. 

 

Sunday, November 15, 2020. Stewardship Dedication 

Sunday. Scripture Lessons: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18, 

Psalm 95:1-7, I Thessalonians 5:1-11, Matthew 25:14-

30.  Sermon: “Rabbit on the Swim Team”. 

 

Sunday, November 22, 2020. Christ the King Sunday, 

the final Sunday of the church year. Scripture 

Lessons: Ezekiel 34:11-16, Psalm 95:1-7, Ephesians 

1:15-23, Matthew 25:31-46. Sermon: “Surprises in 

Heaven.” 

 

Please plan to join us for worship: 

Nov 1, 10:00AM (new time) at Sportsmen’s Park 

Nov 8 (and beyond), 10:30AM in the Fireside Room 

in the Gateway Complex. 

 

I look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Together in the name of Jesus, 

Pastor Andy 

******************************************
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******************************************  

“Can’t We All Just Get Along?” 

by Janice Callentine 

 
We have all been wronged at one 

time or another. We’ve been 

betrayed and hurt. We may have 

been passed over for a job because 

someone else took advantage of a 

situation and they got the job 

instead. It doesn’t matter what it 

was, it was wrong and it hurt and angered us. If this 

has happened to you, how did you feel? Did you look 

for ways to get back at the person, or maybe the 

person fell on hard times and inside you thought “Yes! 

Finally!". I’m sure we’ve all had those thoughts at one 

point in time but in reality, they really weren’t godly 

thoughts and were not the right thoughts to have. 

 

The old Testament book of the prophet Obadiah is 

about unforgiveness and pride over another’s 

calamity. The Edomites hated the Israelites and did 

whatever they could to make their lives miserable.  

Why did they dislike Israel so much? It goes back 

centuries to Jacob and Esau who were brothers. The 

Israelites are the descendants of Jacob and the 

Edomites are the descendants of Esau. Though they 

were twins, Esau was the older brother but Jacob 

deceived him out of his birthright with food. Esau was 

hungry and his flesh won out.  

 

The hatred is really a grudge the Edomites held 

against the Israelites. So, when Babylon took the 

Israelites into captivity, the Edomites rejoiced. Instead 

of helping their brothers, they took delight in their 

failure, all because of a grudge. 

 

Now, as we read this, we might think “The Israelites 

are getting what they deserve! Jacob had deceived 

Esau out of his birthright and received God’s 

blessings instead.” This may be true, but God was not 

pleased with the heart of the Edomites because they 

had a proud heart and were violent people. Are we 

really any different today? 

 

Today, in America, we are a violent and hostile people 

with prideful hearts. We are in the middle of an 

election that might make our divisions worse, no 

matter who wins. I am praying that whoever wins, 

they will not gloat over the losers and say, "They are 

trying to hurt our country, so they deserved what they 

got. Now we will really get them." 

If my candidates win on election night, of course I 

will be happy. But I must also remember that, no 

matter who wins, both sides have issues that are 

important to them, and we must respect that some of 

their perspectives might be valid. 

 

In our world today, forgiveness and compromise go 

against all the hurt and anger we feel. But when we go 

before the Lord and bring Him our situation, He will 

take care of our hurts in His time. We are to forgive 

and move on.  When we forgive and let go, we can see 

things differently. 

 

We usually think of forgiveness as giving someone a 

second chance; but it gives us a second chance as 

well. It gives us a chance to put ourselves in their 

shoes and be willing to listen to what they say instead 

of just dismissing it out of hand just because of who 

said it. If we want people to listen to us, then we must 

be willing to listen to them. 

 

We are in this mess because of our prideful hearts.  

The only remedy to a prideful heart is a spirit of 

humility. Humility means listening.  

 

The prophet Micah tells us, "and what does the Lord 

require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and 

to walk humbly with your God?”. Humbleness is not a 

sign of weakness. It’s a sign of a right heart with God.   

 

Peace, love and HOPE,  

Janice 

******************************************  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Beginning November 8, Hope’s Sunday worship 

services will return to the Fireside Room at 

10:30AM.  COVID protocols must still be 

followed including wearing masks and 

maintaining social distance.  We will have plenty 

of properly spaced seating but reservations are 

required in the event we need to do contact 

tracing.  Call/text/email Robin to reserve space. 
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******************************************  

 

Minister of Music Report 

 

 
 

This November’s Worship schedule is a 

combination of firsts for me in California. We are 

meeting outside.  We can’t have any singing.  We 

don’t have a choir.  We can’t sit together tightly. 

We can’t recite anything as a group. We are having 

communion with individual servings. We’re 

bumping elbows instead of hugging each other. The 

list goes on and on.  But these outside services are 

not the first ones I have experienced.  

 

Growing up, I recall attending Easter Sunrise 

services each year and sometimes it was cold 

enough in Utah that you could barely recognize 

those who were there since there were heavy coats, 

gloves, hats and mufflers hiding so many bodies 

and faces. We often met at the state capitol grounds 

and looked out over the city.  Stunning view with 

the city in the foreground and the mountains and 

Great Salt Lake in the background. When I grew 

older, I became the state president of the youth 

group named the Baptist Youth Fellowship and we 

had a meeting at Arches National Park in Southern 

Utah. Again, the view was incredible with the 

sandstone left by ancient Pleistocene Lake 

Bonneville eroded by rain and wind turned into 

huge sculptures.  After high school, I worked at the 

north rim lodge at Grand Canyon.  A couple of 

times during that summer I was asked to fill in as 

the organist for the Sunday morning service in the 

dining room. It lies on the edge of the canyon and 

with the windows open it felt like you were outside. 

The last outside services I’ll mention are the 

weddings and funerals I attended on the shore of 

Lake Tahoe. The wedding was joyous and the 

guests enjoyed the water lapping in the background 

and the sun shimmering on the lake.  Frisbees were 

given to every attendee.  The funeral celebrations 

were somber, of course, and we watched a plane 

deposit ashes of my relatives in the lake.  After 

these events the glory of God’s creation always 

flooded my memory and does to this day.  

 

The common feature of each of these outdoor 

services is the appeal they had to the people who 

attended. October 25th at Sportsmen’s Park was 

similar. Although we lacked the scenery, we were 

all affected by the comradeship we felt and the 

genuine joy of attending church with others. It’s an 

experience that should stay with me forever. The 

only downside was the attendance limitation. The 

perfect adverb to use to describe my desire is that as 

we continue to gather, we will “hopefully” 

remember how sweet it is to enjoy God together 

whether it’s outdoors or back at the Fireside.   

 

Wayne Anderson 

Minister of Music  

 

****************************************** 

School Kits – Thrivent Action Project 

     By Priscilla Mah 

 

Thank you for all the donations 

to the School Kits project. We 

have 103 school kits packed and 

ready to go! 

 

Driver Wayne Sampson, with sack lunch, is on his 

way to deliver school kits to Ingathering site in 

Cupertino on Oct. 16 

 

 

******************************************  

Humorous Thoughts 

Contributed by Wayne Quan 

 

The Boomerang 

And the moral of the story is:  Don’t throw out a 

boomerang unless you are ready for its return. 
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****************************************** 

Triumph & Connection! 

 

“Social distancing” is the catch phase these days.  

But, more importantly, it’s time for “distance 

socializing”!  Here are wonderful stories of triumph 

and connection during our time of shelter-in-place. 

 

Happy 100th Birthday, Alice! 

 

Alice broke her hip & femur on September 22 and 

has been in a rehab facility to recover her strength.  

Due to the pandemic, no visitors are allowed.  

Although we cannot gather to celebrate 100, we can 

still celebrate with a picture from last year’s 

celebration 

 

In 2019, Alice celebrated her 99th birthday along 

with fellow birthday celebrants Bev and Wayne.  

The cake for the three was lovingly made by Julane. 

Happy Birthday, Alice, Bev, Wayne! 

 

 
 

L to R:  Alice, Wayne, Julane, Bev 

 

On October 11, Pastor Karen and Marjatta went to 

the rehab facility with birthday cards and flowers 

for Alice.  They could only see her through a closed 

window but Alice’s family members were there so 

they had a chance to meet them.  Because of 

stringent rules, only the cards could be given to 

Alice but flowers were not allowed.  Marjatta gave 

the flowers to Alice’s son and daughter-in-law.  

Alice’s family was very appreciative Pastor Karen 

& Marjatta were there to wish her Happy Birthday. 

 

Happy Anniversary Paul & Eloise! 

 

 
 

Paul & Eloise celebrate their 63rd anniversary 

 

Lawn Bowlers 

 

The Lawn Bowlers had a 15 game season which 

finished up in the latter part of October.  There were 

15 teams and Team Sylvi-Wayne-Julane finished up 

in the middle of the pack. Go Team! 

 

 
 

L to R:  Sylvi, Wayne, Julane 
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On Location With Debbie 

 

 
 

Location:  Valley of Fire State Park in Overton, 

Nevada. There’s Debbie way up on the hillside 

getting the perfect shot to enter into the next 

photography competition. 

 

Hard At Work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark Krauth and Pastor Andy hard at work on the 

golf course. 

 

****************************************** 

Did you know? 

by Pastor Karen 

 

Hope has a special discretionary 

fund called the “In-As-Much” Fund! 

Its purpose is to help individuals in 

need from time to time – with 

groceries, toiletries, bus fare, and so on.  If you 

would like to help, just earmark your gift for the 

“In-as-much” Fund.  We are currently helping a 

young woman in Walnut Creek who is homebound.    

 

“In as much as you have done for the least of these 

my brothers and sisters, you have done unto me.”          

Matthew 25:40b 

 

Thank you for your love and generosity! 

****************************************** 

Hope Lutheran Church 

Wants You To Breathe Easily 

 

To mask or not to mask is no longer the question. 

Masks are now required to protect us and help 

prevent the spread of COVID-19. We at Hope 

Lutheran Church offer our thanks to Dr. Craig 

Boulris who donated 500 KN95 Masks for our 

health and safety. Specifically, these masks are 

most effectively used in crowded situations, among 

strangers, when the air quality is 50 or higher, or 

when in care giver mode. 

 

We have been able to distribute masks to 65 of our 

members. Do you have a need for a mask of this 

quality? Please contact Sally Nordwall   

 

 

 

Left:  Sally with the masks packaged for distribution 

Right:  Carolyn modeling the KN95 mask 

 

******************************************  

 

Time Change! 

 

Daylight Saving Time 

ends on 11/1/2020 and 

we return to Standard 

Time.  Remember to 

Fall Back and set your 

clocks back one hour 

before going to bed 

Saturday night 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

https://www.vzblogging.com/occasion-gourmet-food-gift-basket/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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******************************************  

Honoring Our Neighbor’s Faith 

 

Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor Study  

Led by Pastor Karen Woida 

 

During the month of October, 

a group of 10 has met each 

Wednesday via Zoom to read 

and discuss the basic tenets of 

Hinduism, Judaism, 

Buddhism and Islam, seeking 

to broaden our understanding 

about our neighbors’ faith 

and beliefs.  Now we will 

take a break in November and 

December and gather again on Wednesdays in 

January, 2021, beginning with January 6 at 10:00 

AM.   

 

In the new year we will look at Christianity as it 

developed from the Apostolic period throughout the 

world and investigate other modern religious 

groups.  All are welcome to participate whether or 

not you have been a part of the group up to now.  

Just email or phone to let me know of your interest: 

karenwoida@gmail.com, 925-822-6341.  I will send 

information and updates as the time draws near. 

 

****************************************** 

The Kingdom of Heaven Comes Near 

by Pastor Karen 

 

Hope member Nancy 

Conrad, a member of 

Rossmoor Quilters, a 

subgroup of the 

Rossmoor Sewing Arts 

Club (RSAC) has given 

me 10 beautiful lap 

quilts, made with love, 

to be given to others to 

keep them warm this 

winter!  The quilting 

group, which numbers 

about 50, has been working on projects in small 

groups during the COVID-19 “shelter-in-place” 

months and the fruit of their labor will bring joy and 

comfort to people they may never meet.  Thank 

you, Nancy! 

******************************************  

SOCK-tober! 

SOCK-tober will continue through 

the first two Sundays in November.  

You may bring your donation (socks 

or checks) to the worship service at 

Sportsmen’s Park.  We will have a bin where you 

can drop off the socks.  Checks should be made out 

to Hope Lutheran Church with a notation “SOCK-

tober” on the check.  

 

Thank you for your generosity!  And thanks to 

Wayne Sampson for spearheading this project. 

 

****************************************** 

Hope Council’s Corner 

 

Here are the highlights from our “virtual” Council 

Meeting on Monday, October 12, 2020. 

 

• Reception for New Members: 12 new members 

joined Hope on Sept. 27th at the Sportsmen’s 

Park reception. We still have a number more 

who could join before year-end. 

  

• The Council received the September financial 

update from the Financial Manager (Carolyn 

Schick). Hope continues to be in a strong 

financial position, as regular giving remains 

steady. Pastor Andy sent out a third-quarter 

update letter in mid-October including a pledge 

form for the 2021 Operating Budget. 

 

• SOCK-tober Trinity Center Sock Drive.   

Wayne Sampson is handling the sock drive.  He 

has received $250 from Thrivent for socks.  

Hoping that number will be doubled by Hope 

Lutheran members.  He would take the cash and 

buy socks at Costco.  Sock Drive will be 

extended into the first week of November.  And 

deposits will be accepted by Jean Possin at her 

house for those looking to donate or mail a 

check to Carolyn Schick with a memo note on 

the check “Socktober”.  

 

• GRF precautions loosened, however worship 

services are not allowed to have singing or out 

loud recitations.  Indoor & Outdoor Capacity for 

both Sportsmen’s Park & Fireside Room are 

mailto:karenwoida@gmail.com
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25% of Capacity or 100 People, whichever is 

less.  After much discussion, the Council 

approved re-opening our live worship service at 

Sportsmen’s Park on October 25th at 10:30am 

and continue to do the Virtual Services as well 

side-by-side.  Motion for this made by Mark, 

seconded by Pastor Karen.  Motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

• Hope Endowment Fund Committee will meet in 

October to discuss allocation of net asset 

distributions for 2020. The committee will make 

recommendations to the Church Council for 

approval at the November Council Meeting.  

  

• N95 Masks.  Hope received a gift of 500 masks 

from Dr Craig Boulris.  Sally Nordwall is 

coordinating how we can distribute these masks 

among Hope members and the greater 

Rossmoor Community. 

 

• Pastor Andy’s Medicare application is complete, 

effective November 1, 2020. This change in 

Portico Benefits will have a positive impact the 

2021 Operating Budget. 

 

• The Council approved a week of vacation for 

Pastor Andy from Monday, October 5, 2020 

through Sunday, October 11, 2020. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Andy Smith   Bill Kuhnsman 

Pastor   President, Hope Council 

 

******************************************  

 

Upcoming Events in November   

 

Tuesday, November 3 – Staff 

Meeting at 10:00am via video 

conference 

 

Saturday, November 7 – Women’s 

Bible Study via Zoom at 10:00am 

 

Monday, November 9 – Hope Council Meeting at 

1:00pm via video conference 

 

Tuesday, November 10 – Staff Meeting at 

10:00am via video conference 

 

Tuesday, November 17 – Staff Meeting at 

10:00am via video conference 

 

Monday, November 23 – Anchor articles and 

group updates due for September Edition 

 

Tuesday, November 24 – Staff Meeting at 

10:00am via video conference 

 

****************************************** 

 

Small Group News 

 

The Women of Hope Small Group – The 

women’s Bible study will meet via Zoom on 

Saturday, November 7, from 10:00 - 11:30am. The 

group will cover the third session of a series in the 

November issue of Gather magazine entitled “Holy 

Time: Holy Future - Reimagining the Time to 

Come.” Please contact Pastor Karen Woida if you 

have any questions or would like to join us for this 

study. 

 

Monday Lunch Group – We don’t know yet 

whether we can have our luncheon in November. 

We will let you know as soon as pertinent 

information is available. Stay well and confident. 

If you have questions, call Inge Knight at 954-7478. 

 

Wednesday Lunch Group – This activity is 

dependent upon current shelter-in-place & social 

distancing requirements.  This group usually meets 

on the fourth Wednesday of each month. Please talk 

to Esther Kuencer if you have any questions.  

 

The Small Group Going Out to Dinner – The 

Small Group Going Out to Dinner is planning to 

dine INSIDE at the Creekside Grill on Tuesday, 

November 17th. They have arranged tables to be 

spaced apart and are taking appropriate precautions. 

Persons planning to attend should contact Karen 

Peterson no later than Sunday, November 15th. Her 

landline phone is 934-8463. Masks are required. 

 

Dinner-in-homes Groups – The dinner-in-home 

groups have suspended all their activities, pending a 

change in the Rossmoor shelter-in-place guidelines 
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that will allow for indoor activities for small groups 

of people.   

 

Loss & Grief Group – Our meetings for November 

have been cancelled due to the coronavirus shelter-

in-place mandate but we are available via phone.  

Call Marjatta DeSchepper at: 925-448-1049. 

 

Third Wednesday Lunch Bunch – Wayne and I 

are so eager to get back to hosting the Lunch 

Bunch.  I have the next meal planned!  But we are 

not yet able to assemble in our home for that due to 

the pandemic.  But here is our idea! 

 

Gathering outdoors with masks and social 

distancing is allowed.  So, we are planning an 

outdoor 3rd Wednesday Lunch Bunch on November 

18 at 12:00 noon.  It will be a "Bring your own sack 

lunch" meal.  If you plan to attend, contact Wayne 

and Julane at 925-278-4050.  Based on the number 

planning to attend, we will make arrangements for a 

safe place to meet and notify you of the plans.  All 

must arrive with masks on and wear them all the 

time except while eating.  This follows outdoor 

restaurant protocol. 

 

We hope to see some of you soon! 

--Julane & Wayne Sampson 

 

****************************************** 

Worship Assistants for November 2020  

 

With the lifting of some restrictions in Contra 

Costa, we may start scheduling worship 

assistants in December. 

 

Thank you for your faithful service!   

 

****************************************** 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

Worship Assistant Coordinators 

 

Altar Guild – Jean Possin 

Ushers – Evelyn Olson 

Communion Assistants – Mary Lyn Padley 

Greeters – Sandra Williams 

Lay Readers – Mark Krauth 

Fellowship – Margaret Anderson 

Offering Counters – Jean Possin 

Altar & Table Flowers – Mary Lyn Padley 

 

******************************************  

 

Hope Lutheran Church Staff & Representatives 

 

Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Andy Smith 

Associate Pastor:  The Rev. Karen Woida 

Anchor Contributor:  Janice Callentine 

Minister of Music:  Wayne Anderson 

Financial Manager:  Carolyn Schick 

Cantor:  Kimberly Twesme 

Care Ministry:  Marjatta DeSchepper  

Operations Manager:  Robin Kanno  

Rossmoor Interfaith Council Representative:  Sally 

Nordwall 

 

***************************************** 
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****************************************** 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands.   

 

Have you remembered the Hope 

Endowment Fund in your will or 

trust? When you plan your giving for 2020, think 

about the Hope Endowment Fund.  Your 

contribution is tax deductible.  For more 

information, please contact Evelyn Olson or any 

member of the Hope Endowment Committee.  

Members are identified on their name badges. 

 

 

Endowment Committee Members 

Evelyn Olson – Coordinator 

Mark Conrad 

Mark Krauth 

Jack Padley 

Wayne Sampson 

Carolyn Schick   

 

****************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

******************************************  

 

2020 Hope Church Council Members 

 

Bill Kuhnsman (President) 

Barrie Christensen (Vice President) 

Mark Krauth (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Marjatta DeSchepper (Care Ministry) 

Robin Kanno (Operations Manager) 

Jack Padley (Liaison to Endowment Committee) 

Carolyn Schick (Financial Manager) 

 

******************************************  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          (Continued on Next Page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 



   Page 10 
 

REFORMATION SUNDAY – OCTOBER 25, 2020 

OUR RETURN FROM EXILE 
 

After 33 weeks apart, we celebrated our first outdoor in-person worship service at 

Sportsmen’s Park in Rossmoor on October 25.  As Pastor Andy said, “Exile is hard 

but exile is temporary.”  There was so much joy in seeing each other again.  The 

tough part was not being able to give hugs. 

 

 

 Color for Reformation Sunday is red 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reformation Sunday - Welcome 

 

             Fashionably dressed in masks, gloves, and red 

 

 

Even though we were not allowed to sing, as soon as Wayne Anderson started playing “A 

Mighty Fortress Is Our God”, spontaneous humming broke out.  The joy in the 

congregation could not be contained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Sally Nordwall read the            Mary Lyn & Jack Padley       Bill Kuhnsman read the 

            First lesson          read the Psalm               Second lesson 
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Pastor Andy Preached – “A God Who Forgets” 

 

“Our Hope lies in a God who forgets. 

       Not only has God forgiven our sins, 

       He’s forgotten our sins.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Special music by Musical Heartstrings 

 

       

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Pastor Karen offers the Prayers of Intercession 
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A Message from Bishop Mark W. Holmerud 
 

From Sierra Pacific Synod Weekly Newsletter – October 28, 2020 

 

Greetings! 

 

We are very blessed to be a synod which has three companion synod 

relationships – the Salvadoran Lutheran Church, the Taiwan Lutheran 

Church, and the Lutheran Church of Rwanda. During my time of serving 

as bishop, it has been an amazing gift to connect with the bishops and 

leaders of these churches from around the world. The spirit of 

accompaniment has defined and enlivened these relationships, whether 

parish to parish or synod to synod. And in the last few weeks, that gift has 

become even more apparent. 
               Pastor Jack, Bishop Mark, Janet Katari at Hope, 5/13/18 

           

I had a Zoom meeting two weeks ago with the newly elected bishop of the Taiwan Lutheran Church (TLC), 

Samuel Chang. I have known Bp. Chang for over 12 years – he was formerly the Director for Mission for the 

TLC. During our conversation, I offered my congratulations on his election, and the conversation soon turned to 

how our two churches are navigating the Coronavirus pandemic. 

 

According to CNN, the government of Taiwan has done a very effective job of containing the spread of the 

virus – in a country of 23 million people, there have only been 500 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 7 deaths 

since the beginning of the pandemic. The TLC is now returning to in-person worship, using a number of 

screening protocols that are very familiar to us. Bp. Chang expressed concern about how we are doing with the 

spread of this disease rising for a third time across our country, as well as dealing with yet another season of 

dangerous fires. I assured him we are and will be listening to science as we promote the health and well-being 

of all people and that we will continue to keep prayer at the center of informing our work and witness. 

 

Bp. Chang also expressed concern for how we are navigating these divisive political times in our country. I 

appreciated his concern, and his assurance of prayer for the days and weeks ahead. Unsolicited, he offered that 

Taiwan had based its system of government on the two party system in America and that he and many others 

were concerned that we appear to be so divided. It was not offered as criticism, but with some confusion, I 

think. His basic question was, “How did America get to this place?” I shared that this is a very complicated 

situation, and that the continuing prayers of our siblings in Christ in Taiwan would be much appreciated. 

 

My conversation with Bp. Chang prompted me to contact my other colleague bishops in El Salvador and 

Rwanda to ask what counsel and wisdom they might have to share from their experiences of living through 

times of great challenge and divisiveness in their countries. What might they have to offer us as we face these 

divisive times? The Lutheran churches in El Salvador and Rwanda have been at the center of promoting peace 

and reconciliation in the wake of a revolution in the 80’s and The Genocide 25 years ago. 

 

Here is some of the encouragement they offered: 

 

From Bishop Medardo Gomez of the Salvadoran Lutheran Church – “It is fair to cry out for the power of God, 

to intervene and give wisdom to the people, so you people in the United States can make a wise election to have 

a fair government, human with more interest to serve in the Christian principles. Every economic and political 

power exercised by people who fear and love God, will make it easier for divine grace to help the world to live 

in better livings conditions, where respect for human rights has a first place.”  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001NumoQyyD4f70aOuMm0Qvx-QcpMk9uzySRE3TS9mZZil6tzsnaW5P5kWxk5o5pGu-0bmyjV3S5eBAxICLsOp8Js4Y15oyGCuTLOy4EJt6hgzCt2x0rKsItVnM5JXDEIxkZI1HFV7oxGqZNFsCJ5Sf4hsYIwaLvjnRdrxMStwEoIrBgOXyk7zfU2-beyHlsd5nHygS5X12oUEmOURZ36DdzmliTmtdb4nQjRosWiymX8Y=&c=3gLY90eY4vgGPjfJE37QXr0vYwaUZ_C7txOTOc5A1kjnb4R6d-uZvg==&ch=4G5FWJJTD40p9ijIoz9Uj_xVDNPWL8iERuuWnm40vITSnc43yZstkw==
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“Actually, the United States of America is the capital of the world and a president can lead into peace or war. 

God bless the United States of America, we need a president who can build reconciliation, concord and peace, 

justice, love, truth and hope. I have always thought the church in the United States has a huge challenge to 

enlighten not just the government but the whole nation. It needs a prophetic priesthood, this makes necessary 

and important to work for the unity, organization and education to the prophetic ministry of the various 

ecclesial leaders. In that way, they can serve the people of God, not just the congregations, but the people in 

general… There is no necessity to take a political position, we have advantage that if we are faithful to the 

scriptures we have excellent foundations, messages with the pure purpose of being God´s word.” 

 

And from Bishop Mugabo Evalister of the Lutheran Church of Rwanda – “What helped us to reconcile Rwanda 

after Genocide was to remind people that we are all Rwandans using the term ‘NDUMUNYARWANDA’ = 

means that I am a “Rwandan” apart from that bad leadership encouraged Hutus to kill their Tutsi brothers and 

sisters. So comparing to your current situation in America, where people are divided as you have mentioned, it 

might be hard in one way or another because of American “citizen’s background” where people’s classes 

influence division even before politics influence division. However, the Church, not only Lutheran Church of 

America, should stand firm and proclaim Unity and love to one another.”  

 

“Americans should distinguish between Caesar’s and God’s thing. Election belongs to Caesar but life belongs 

to God and people of God. Let people elect in peace and remain in peace, let them avoid violence. (Mathew 

22:15-22) Let them know that there is neither unworthy American who deserves violence nor free American 

who deserves to violate others (Galatians 3:28). My brother Bishop… share with your people that we can 

influence our church neighbors to know that we are this salt and the light of the world. (Mt 5:14-16).” 

 

My “takeaways” from the wise and faithful counsel of my colleague bishops is this – we do not need to accept 

the premise that division, fear and violence are God’s intentions for the world and the people God created. We 

must, all of us, find our voice and work to promote peace and reconciliation. To appeal to the “better angels” of 

our leaders and ourselves as we decry the hatred and division of white supremacists. To continue to say with 

purpose that Black Lives Matter. To call for economic justice and equity and access until all can benefit from 

our educational systems and the economy of this country. In short -- to stir up some “good trouble” when we are 

confronted with injustice, racism, and the crushing weight of poverty. I pray all of our congregations and 

ministries are involved in this holy work. 

 

As people who follow Jesus, we are called to be, as Bp. Mugabo reminded us, “salt and light.” For the next 

week, I’ll be “less present” as I serve as an Elections Officer at a polling place in Stockton, from Friday through 

Election Day. I will be working each day to ensure that everyone who wants to vote early and on Election Day 

will have the chance to do so. Thank you for whatever ways you are working to ensure that everyone’s voice 

and vote is valued. And let us be a people of prayer in these days of uncertainty. I encourage you to join our 

Region 2 Prayer Vigil on Sunday evening and again on Thursday evening; information about the vigil has been 

sent to our synod and is below. 

 

I leave you with the following prayer from the ELW Prayer Book for the Armed Services, a prayer I offer each 

morning: 

“Holy Trinity, you show us the splendor of diversity and the beauty of unity in your own divine life. Make us, 

who come from many nations with many languages, a united people who delight in our many different gifts. 

Give those whom we have entrusted with authority the Spirit of Wisdom, that there may be peace and justice 

throughout our land. Amen” 
 

 


