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     Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 

 

"We have this Hope of Christ’s promises as an anchor for our lives."  Hebrews 6:19 

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Reflections of HOPE 
from Pastor Andy 

 

The Not-So-New Normal 

 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many 

wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All 

the believers were together and had everything in 

common. They sold property and possessions to 

give to anyone who had need…They broke bread in 

their homes and ate together with glad and sincere 

hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all 

the people. And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved.” 

 --Acts 2:4-47 

 

The “new” normal for the church in the midst of the 

Coronavirus is not so new. Luke, the author of Acts, 

gives a summary of the early church gathering in 

homes, engaging in the study of the Scriptures, 

sharing their stories with one another, giving 

sacrificially to the needy and praying for the world. 

That was normal for followers of Jesus living in the 

challenging times in which the church was born. 

 

Luke’s description of the early church sounds very 

much like our lives these past few weeks at Hope. 

This time of mandatory isolation from public 

gatherings has forced us into our homes, checking 

in with one another by phone or email, sharing 

prayer requests with one another, gathering around 

the Scriptures each Sunday and offering our gifts of 

service and care to those in need. I sense we look 

more like the church in the first century right now 

than we did before the Coronavirus existed.  

 

Maybe our “new normal” is not so new after all. 

Luke offers four pillars of the early church’s focus 

that chart the course for our future. These are the 

essentials for the church then and now.  

 

They devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching. 

We gather, via email and the website, each Sunday 

morning around the four Scriptures lessons for the 

week and a written meditation. The foundation of 

the Apostles’ teaching will never change at Hope 

regardless of our circumstances. The Scriptures 

matter. 

 

They devoted themselves to fellowship. They 

shared their stories with each other. Our fellowship 

with one another has actually increased during this 

time. We are listening to one another’s stories. In 

this issue of the Anchor, we will all read the 

incredible story of Doris Hendrickson. Our stories 

matter. 

 

They gave to anyone who had need. We have not 

forgotten the most vulnerable in our community. 

Several of you have offered to serve as drivers for 

homebound members in need of rides to medical 

appointments, grocery stores or other necessary 

errands. This past week, Hope received a very 

generous financial gift for our 2020 Operating 

Budget. The goodness of God overwhelms me. Our 

giving matters. 

 

They devoted themselves to prayer. Through our 

weekly prayers of intercession, we are praying for 

one another, our neighbors in need here and around 

the world. Our prayers matter. 

 

As your pastor, I am in awe of all that God is doing 

in and through us during this unsettling time. I sense 

we are all experiencing what life was like in the 

early church! I pray when all the dust settles, this 

not-so-new normal will continue to shape our 

future. 

 

Blessings in the name of Jesus, 

Pastor Andy 
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****************************************** 

 

“THE ADVENTURES OF SIMON PETER” 

by Janice Callentine 

 

Next to Jesus, I think that Simon 

Peter is the most fascinating person 

in the Bible I have heard him 

described as bumbling and 

stumbling, but I think this is a bum 

rap. 

 

We all stumble from time to time. 

Even St Paul called himself the chief of sinners. 

Martin Luther said that we are all both saints and 

sinners at the same time. Peter was emotional and 

impulsive. He often said the first thing that came to 

his mind. Isn't that true of all of us from time to 

time? 

 

The word "bumbling" connotes being indecisive or 

ineffective. Peter was never indecisive; he never did 

anything halfway. Sometimes he was wrong but he 

always gave everything he had to any situation. 

When he was wrong, it was usually caused by one 

of two things. The first reason is that it never 

occurred to Peter that someone else could have an 

opposite opinion that was just as valid as his. This 

often resulted in arguments. He argued with Jesus. 

He argued with the people around him on the night 

he denied Jesus. He even argued with St Paul, 17 

years after Jesus' crucifixion. 

  

The second reason that he was sometimes wrong 

was because he was looking at a situation through 

human, emotional eyes instead of the eyes of faith. 

When he was looking through the eyes of faith, he 

was right on. Through the eyes of faith, he was the 

one who declared that Jesus was the Christ, the son 

of the Living God. 

 

My favorite episode in the saga of St Peter is the 

time he wanted to walk on water. This episode is a 

perfect example of Peter's legacy. Peter was a 

combination of faith and failure at the same time. 

 

It was also indicative of Peter's loyalty to Jesus.  He 

said, " Lord, if it is you, command me to walk on 

the water." He is saying that he would do anything 

that Jesus ever asked him to. He is saying he is 

willing to risk even his own life to follow Jesus. 

 

Being willing to take risks has been the Christian's 

calling card for 2,000 years. We sometimes fault 

Peter for getting carried away with his zeal. But 

when it comes to serving Jesus, we shouldn't do 

anything half-heartedly. 

 

Peter turned this water-walking moment of faith 

into failure because, once again, he let his emotions 

blind his eyes of faith. Peter became frightened by 

the storm and took his focus off of Jesus. All he 

could see was the waves and all he could hear was 

the wind and he began to sink.  

 

As we face the financial and health storms caused 

by the coronavirus, our emotions kick in. Our fears 

blind us so that we can no longer focus on Jesus but 

only on the uncertainty we face. We feel like our 

lives have been turned upside down, and we worry 

about how bad things could really get. 

  

Peter survived the storm because in his moment of 

desperation he reached out to Jesus and asked for 

help. It was the only solution. To survive our storm 

today, our only solution to find peace of mind is to 

turn to Jesus.  

  

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 

in trouble. 

 

Peace, love and HOPE,  
Janice 

 

******************************************  

                      Love Offerings   
 

Throughout the year we have special 

love offerings that our Hope Family supports.   
 

Easter – Microloans 

Mother’s Day – Blanklets 

Father’s Day – Bibles 

Thanksgiving – Foodbank 

Christmas – Mi Casa 
 

Thank you so much for your caring and support. 

   

******************************************  
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******************************************  

 

Minister of Music Report 

 

 
 

This Lenten season will forever go down as the 

strangest in our memories. I assume none of us have 

faced a pandemic during this sacred time. I coughed 

today and immediately wondered if I was starting a 

streak of coughs that could put me in the hospital. It 

didn't. I have worked in churches since I was 13 and 

have never experienced churches closed. I've never 

seen a situation where people were encouraged not 

to go to church. Health and safety are important and 

I understand that governments are held responsible 

for the well-being of their constituents. But I have 

to wonder what this action will do to our 

congregation.  Going to church is a habit. It's a habit 

that is difficult to create and extremely easy to 

break. All of us know people who don't go to 

church. All of us know people who only go on 

church holidays like Easter and Christmas. All of us 

know folks who were once regular attenders who 

don't go anymore. We should all make a promise to 

ourselves to not let this event get out of our habit. 

We have unfinished business to do at Hope! Finally, 

I pray for everyone to get through this crisis healthy 

and can't wait to see you again. 

 

Wayne Anderson 

Minister of Music  

 

******************************************  

             Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday, Dick 

Carlson! 

 

 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

****************************************** 

We Couldn’t Do This Without You 

 
During this shelter-in-place time, we’re all missing 

our Sunday worship and fellowship.  We’re missing 

the hugs, the smiles, the togetherness.  But we are 

learning new ways to stay together as a community.  

Rather than “social distancing”, we are looking at 

ways to do “distance socializing” - Phone calls, Pastor 

Andy’s midweek devotion & Sunday meditation both 

via email and on the Hope website 

(hoperossmoor.org) and more new ways in the works.  

Hope lives and continues – both as a church 

community and as the feeling in all our hearts.    

 

Here’s another thing you need to know… In order to 

support our church’s ongoing mission, your 

continuing tithes and offerings are needed.  Until we 

once again gather together in the Fireside Room for 

our Sunday worship, you may send your offering 

checks to our Financial Manager, Carolyn Schick: 

 

Carolyn Schick 

1800 Atrium Parkway G345 

Napa, CA 94559 

 

We couldn’t do this without you.  Thank you so much. 

 

Peace, love, HOPE, 

Your Hope Council 

 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

 

Telling Our Stories – Doris Hendrickson 

 

What wonderful stories live within each one of 

us!  And in this time of self-imposed quarantine, 

which has seemed like winter hibernation to me, we 

have been given the time and space to think about 

these things.  Making phone calls to members of 

Hope has brought to light many amazing stories and 

the wisdom and insight that has come from 

them.  The following is a brief version of 

conversations I've had with long-time Hope 

member Doris Hendrickson.  Please enjoy her story 

and think about your own. 

 

Peace, Hope and Love, 

Pastor Karen Woida 

 

DORIS HENDRICKSON 

was born to Myrtle and Walter 

Sether in Spokane, WA. Her 

family moved about a bit in 

Washington afterward and 

after graduating from High 

School she attended 

Washington State College in Pullman. Before 

completing her studies, the family moved to San 

Jose and then to Oakland.  She began working for 

Pacific Telephone Company in San Francisco in 

material records.  One Saturday night in October of 

1942 Doris’ girlfriends persuaded her to go to a 

dance sponsored by the Shriners. While she 

watched her friends dance, a sailor came across the 

floor to ask her to dance.  She learned that he was a 

Norwegian Lutheran farm boy from North Dakota.  

When he asked her what church she attended, she 

told him, but thought to herself, “That’s quite a 

pick-up line.”  Sure enough, the next morning, Bob 

Hendrickson showed up at Central Lutheran Church 

in Oakland.  Robert Hendrickson, USN, was 

stationed at Treasure Island as a radioman, so he 

was a frequent guest for dinner at parishioners’ 

homes on the East side of the Bay that fall.  On 

December 15, Bob and Doris were decorating the 

Christmas tree at her parents’ home when he asked, 

“What would you say if I asked you to marry me?”  

Doris replied, “I’d probably say yes.”  Later that 

night she woke her mother to tell her she was 

getting married!!  Every year since, Doris has 

decorated her Christmas tree on December 15th. 

 

On Monday, December 21st, Bob picked up the 

marriage license on the way to church for their 

wedding.  Christmas was a whirlwind and soon Bob 

would be sent to the South Pacific, though he didn’t 

know when.  Since Doris took the train from 

Oakland to San Francisco daily on the old Southern 

Pacific, he told her to watch for his ship.  If it was 

gone, he’d been shipped out!  January 13th (Bob’s 

birthday) his hospital transport ship, the USS 

Pinkney, headed to New Zealand, going back and 

forth to Guadalcanal bringing supplies and returning 

with the wounded.  During this time, the telephone 

company put on some shows stateside (like the 

USO shows) for the troops. Doris sang in one of the 

shows and was asked to join a traveling group 

which went all over California and Nevada.  She 

said they would travel all week, come home on the 

weekend to wash clothes and rest and off they’d go 

again on Monday.  The photo was taken in 

Monterey at a pre-flight school in 1943. 

 

 

After the war, Bob got a job at a furniture store 

repairing electronics while attending Cal in 

Berkeley.  While still in school he and a friend 

decided to open a radio shop in East Oakland on 

Fairfax where Bob and Doris lived with their 

toddler, Jay, in the backroom. When Peter was born, 

they moved up to Maxwell Park and had a shop on 

Foothill Blvd.  The Hendrickson’s began to get 

more and more customers from Walnut Creek, so in 

1953 they moved to 2001 Helen Road in Pleasant 

Hill, where Doris still lives today.  They owned a 
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small shop on Boyd doing radio and television 

repair.  During this time, Diablo Valley College was 

thinking about developing an electronics course and 

held a meeting for interested parties.  Afterward, 

Bob met with the Dean of the college who asked if 

he might know someone who could teach this 

course.  Bob said, “Yes.  I’m here!”  He got his 

teaching credential at San Francisco State and really 

enjoyed teaching at DVC for 27 years. 

 

While they were raising their children Jay, Pete, 

Kristi and John, Doris worked in bookkeeping.  At 

one time she worked for three doctors: an ENT 

specialist and two OBGYNs. 

 

Their Norwegian heritage was always important to 

the Hendrickson’s and so they joined a Sons of 

Norway Lodge in 

Concord.  Doris 

wanted an activity to 

follow the meetings 

and suggested 

Norwegian Folk 

dancing.  She and 

Bob demonstrated 

some steps that they 

knew, and they soon 

organized a group 

that has been 

performing since 

1985.  The folk costume is called a “Bunad” (boo-

nod) and each is particular to a region in Norway.  

Doris’ is a design from the Trondelag district where 

her father’s family lived. Her mother was half 

Danish with extended family in Southern Norway 

and Langeland (Long Island), Denmark. 

 

In 2009 son Peter died and in 2010 Doris’ beloved 

husband Bob experienced his own Easter, too. Her 

son Jay, lives with her; daughter Kristi lives in 

Antioch and is also a member or Hope; youngest 

son John, who is a musician and composer of sacred 

music, lives in Nebraska.  Her granddaughter Kari 

has been busy planning a birthday party in hope that 

the entire family will be able to travel here for the 

occasion.  Doris will be celebrating her 100th 

Birthday in June and we, her Hope family, are 

excited to celebrate with her! 

 

****************************************** 

****************************************** 

It’s Good To Have Friends 

 

Visiting Ben Roman 

 

 
 

Left to right:  Evelyn Olson, Jim & June Payne, 

Betty Costa, Ben Roman, Marjatta DeSchepper 

 

 

******************************************  

 

 

 
 

In Loving Memory 
 

 

The family of Hope extends our love and 

sympathy to the family of Jack Nold who 

died March 11.  

 

Please pray for Jack’s family that they will 

experience God's comfort, peace and presence. 

 

 

****************************************** 
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******************************************  

 

Trinity Center  

Responding to Coronavirus with Hope 

 

From Leslie Gleason, Trinity Executive Director 
 

On Monday, March 16, 2020, 

the health office of the County 

of Contra Costa directed a 

shelter in place for individuals 

and that was further expanded 

by the State of California on 

March 19, 2020. Essential businesses and Government 

Services are exempt. During this challenging time, 

Trinity Center believes that people need us now more 

than ever! 

 

What does this mean for Trinity Center? 

Trinity Center is a Contra Costa County Coordinated 

Assessment Referral and Engagement (CARE) 

Facility and therefore considered an essential service. 

Our services provide a vital public health benefit. We 

help vulnerable populations to shelter in place and 

have access to the care they need to stay safe. This 

reduces risk not only for our members but for the 

entire community. 

 

Trinity Center is open and focusing our efforts on our 

Day Shelter Basic Needs Program, the Overnight 

Evening Program and Safe Parking Program. We are a 

place where we have always cared for each other, and 

we are continuing to do so, informed by 

recommendations and protocols from health officials 

and other authorities, and working in coordination 

with partners and stakeholders throughout the 

community. We are planning and preparing, but not 

panicking. We are responding and adjusting as new 

information becomes available. We encourage and 

support all persons who are in or are caring for others 

in higher-risk groups to take precautions and steps 

necessary to safeguard their health. We value our 

fellow service partners who are also focused on 

providing essential services like access to food, shelter 

and health care. 

 

Trinity Center remains committed to the safety and 

security of our members, volunteers, staff members 

and the community. We are implementing strict 

protocols, which can be found on our website. Please 

read below about how you can help. 

 

Here are ways you can help Trinity Center stay open: 

 

• Donate any amount, no matter how small. Many 

of us are feeling uneasy about our economic 

future. Our members have very little resources and 

rely upon Trinity Center for basic needs. We 

appreciate any amount you can share to help us 

remain open and operating. 

• Visit the Trinity website (trinitycenterwc.org) for 

ways to donate items. Please note we cannot 

accept “walk-in” donations at this time. 

• Visit the Walnut Creek Chamber of Commerce 

(walnut-creek.com) and Walnut Creek Downtown 

Association (www.walnutcreekdowntown.com) 

websites and support local businesses by 

purchasing gift cards and donating them to Trinity 

Center. 

• Visit our Amazon Wish-list to purchase much 

needed supplies, which will ship directly to 

Trinity Center. 

• Purchase gift cards for gas & groceries and send 

them to Trinity Center. 

 

Trinity Center Mailing Address: 

Trinity Center 

Attention: Community 

1924 Trinity Avenue, Walnut Creek, CA 

94596 

 

 

****************************************** 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

From Wayne Sampson 

 

Eligible members can recommend where Thrivent 

distributes a portion of its charitable funding by 

directing Choice Dollars®. Members become 

eligible for Thrivent Choice based on insurance 

premiums, contract values and Thrivent volunteer 

leadership. 

 

Hope Lutheran Church is on the list so you can 

direct your Choice Dollars to Hope. 

 

To direct your Choice Dollars call 800-847-4836 

and ask for Member Services. Please take action 

ASAP, 2019 Dollars by the end of March. 

 

Questions, call Wayne Sampson 925-278-4050. 

****************************************** 

http://www.walnutcreekdowntown.com/
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******************************************  

Upcoming Events in April 

 

Due to the coronavirus shelter-in-place mandate, 

all Sunday & Lent services and choir rehearsals 

are cancelled until further notice.  Council & 

Staff meetings will take place via video 

conference. 

 

To help us stay connected during these times, in 

addition to the weekly mailings from Pastor Andy, 

please visit the Hope website 

www.hoperossmoor.org to listen to Pastor Andy’s 

sermons and meditations. 

 

Saturday, April 4 – cancelled due to coronavirus 

shelter-in-place mandate 

 

Sunday, April 5 – cancelled due to coronavirus 

shelter-in-place mandate 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 9 – cancelled due to 

coronavirus shelter-in-place mandate 

 

Sunday, April 12 – Easter – we are working to 

create a broadcast and/or video Easter service. More 

details to follow. 

 

Sunday, April 12 - Choir practice cancelled 

 

Monday, April 13 – Hope Council Meeting at 

1:00pm via video conference 

 

Monday, April 20 – Anchor articles and group 

updates due for May Edition 

 

Sunday, April 26 – Fourth Sunday lunch cancelled 

until the shelter-in-place mandate is lifted. 

 

Sunday, April 26 – TTBB Tenor-Bass Choir 

practice cancelled 

 

****************************************** 

 

Small Group News 

 

The Women of Hope Small Group – Our meeting 

for April has been cancelled due to the coronavirus 

shelter-in-place mandate. 

Monday Lunch Group – We don’t know yet 

whether we can have our luncheon on April 20. We 

will let you know as soon as pertinent information 

is available. Stay well and confident. 

If you have questions, call Inge Knight at 954-7478. 

 

Wednesday Lunch Group – This activity is 

dependent upon current shelter-in-place 

requirements.  This group usually meets on the 

fourth Wednesday of each month. Please talk to 

Esther Kuencer if you have any questions.  

 

Third Wednesday Lunch Bunch – Lunch Bunch 

will not meet in April.  

 

The Small Group Going Out to Dinner – This 

activity is dependent upon current shelter-in-place 

requirements.  If the mandates are lifted, the Small 

Group Going Out to Dinner will be dining at Forli, 

an Italian restaurant located at 3160 Danville Blvd, 

Alamo, CA  94507. The date is Thursday, April 16. 

Persons wanting to attend should contact Karen 

Peterson (934-8463 landline) by Monday, April 13. 

Persons wishing to carpool should meet in front of 

Gateway Clubhouse at 5 PM. Reservations are for 

5:30 PM. 

 

Dinner-in-homes Groups – This activity is 

dependent upon current shelter-in-place 

requirements.  Hope has two evening dinner groups 

that each meet once a month.  The groups each 

schedule their own meeting night based on the 

schedule of its members. The host prepares the 

main course, and each member in attendance 

provides a side dish.  Hosting rotates from one 

member to another each month. If you would like to 

join a group, please speak to Julane Sampson or 

Priscilla Mah. 

 

Loss & Grief Group – Our meetings for April have 

been cancelled due to the coronavirus shelter-in-

place mandate. 

For questions about the group, please feel free to 

call Marjatta DeSchepper at: 925-448-1049. 

 

******************************************  

 

 

 

 

http://www.hoperossmoor.org/
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****************************************** 

Worship Assistant Coordinators 

******************************************  

Altar Guild – Jean Possin 

Fellowship – Margaret Anderson 

Offering Counters – Jean Possin 

Altar & Table Flowers – Mary Lyn Padley 

Greeters – Sandra Williams 

Lay Readers – Mark Krauth 

Communion Assistants – Mary Lyn Padley 

Ushers – Evelyn Olson 

 

******************************************  

 

Hope Lutheran Church Staff 

 

Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Andy Smith 

Associate Pastor:  The Rev. Karen Woida 

Anchor Contributor:  Janice Callentine 

Minister of Music:  Wayne Anderson 

Financial Manager:  Carolyn Schick 

Cantor:  Kimberly Twesme 

Care Ministry:  Marjatta DeSchepper  

Operations Manager:  Robin Kanno  

Rossmoor Interfaith Council Representative:  open 

 

***************************************** 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands.   

 

Have you remembered the Hope 

Endowment Fund in your will or 

trust? When you plan your giving for 2020, think 

about the Hope Endowment Fund.  Your 

contribution is tax deductible.  For more 

information, please contact Evelyn Olson or any 

member of the Hope Endowment Committee.  

Members are identified on their name badges. 

 

Endowment Committee Members 

Evelyn Olson – Coordinator 

Mark Conrad 

Mark Krauth 

Stella Liu 

Jack Padley 

Wayne Sampson 

Carolyn Schick   

 

****************************************** 

 

 

2020 Hope Church Council Members 

 

Bill Kuhnsman (President) 

Barrie Christensen (Vice President) 

Mark Krauth (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Marjatta DeSchepper (Care Ministry) 

Robin Kanno (Operations Manager) 

Jack Padley (Liaison to Endowment Committee) 

Carolyn Schick (Financial Manager) 

 

******************************************  

 

Feast and Fast 

Lent in the Time of Epidemic 

 

Let us fast from hugging and handshaking 

And let us feast on bowing and waving. 

 

Let us fast from hoarding food and toilet paper 

And let us feast on the food in the back of our 

pantries. 

 

Let us fast from gathering physically 

And let us feast on communing virtually. 

 

Let us fast from obsessing about the future 

And let us feast on the everyday wonders of the 

present. 

 

Let us fast from casting blame for our troubles 

And let us feast on showing compassion for the 

most vulnerable. 

 

Let us fast on being scared 

And let us feast on getting prepared. 

 

Let us fast from fear 

And let us feast on the perfect Love that casts it out. 

 

Jim Burklo 

Feast and Fast 

Lent 2020 

 

Jim Burklo is the Senior Associate Dean of 

Religious and Spiritual Life at the University of 

Southern California. 

 

 


