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       THE   

  ANCHOR                                           
 

"We have this Hope of Christ’s promises as an 

anchor for our lives."  Hebrews 6:19           

 

Reflections of HOPE 
from Pastor Andy 

 

Advent: Watching and Waiting 

 

“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know 

on what day your Lord will come…So you must be 

ready, because the Son of Man will come at an 

hour when you do not expect him.” 

 (Matthew 24:42, 44)  

 

For a small child, Christmas is about watching and 

waiting for presents. I can remember a Christmas 

when my family traveled the 200 miles from 

Roswell, New Mexico to the small West Texas 

town of Monahans to spend the holidays with my 

grandparents. I was four years old and worried that 

Santa Claus would not know our family was 

traveling for Christmas and leave our presents in 

Roswell. As our 1960 Country Squire Station 

Wagon pulled down the dusty, dark street in 

Monahans, I noticed a large sign in my 

grandparent’s front yard made from two sheets of 4’ 

x 8’ plywood with 4 x 4 posts fixing it to the 

ground. It had a bright spotlight shining on it, 

“Dear Santa Claus, Leslie, Steve and Andy will be 

staying in Monahans this Christmas. Please leave 

their presents here!  Merry Christmas! Papa and 

Mimi.”  I was elated! I can still remember sitting by 

that huge sign for hours on Christmas Eve watching 

and waiting for that red sleigh in the sky…filled 

with presents.  

 

Advent is about watching and waiting. For most 

four-year-olds, Christmas is about waiting for 

presents. For Christians, the season of Advent is one 

of watching and waiting for…God’s presence. The 

prophets of old watched and waited for the Messiah 

to come and be present with his people. In the New 

Testament era, followers of Jesus continued to  
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watch and wait for Him to come again. Messiah has 

already come. He is coming again. Presence. 

 

For the next several weeks at Hope, we will 

experience the longing of Isaiah the prophet for a 

time when the Messiah would come to be present 

with us and usher in peace, safety, healing, hope 

and kindness. Although Isaiah lived centuries 

before the birth of Jesus, we are still watching and 

waiting for those same things today. Please plan to 

join us on Sunday mornings in December as we 

watch and wait for the Prince of Peace to come into 

our world again.  

 

Almost 60 years after sitting by that sign in 

Monahans, Texas on Christmas Eve, this little boy 

is still waiting, watching and longing for Christmas 

presence! Come quickly, Lord Jesus! 

 
O come let us adore Him, 

Pastor Andy 

****************************************** 

 

ADVENT SERMON SERIES: 

Watching and Waiting: Advent Reflections from Isaiah 

 

 
 

Dec 1 “Watching & Waiting for Peace”  Isaiah 2:1-5 

Dec 8 “Watching & Waiting for Safety” Isaiah 11:1-10 

Dec 15 “Watching & Waiting for Healing” Isaiah 35:1-

10 

Dec 22 “Watching & Waiting for Hope” Isaiah 7:10-16 

Dec 24 “Watching & Waiting for a Savior” Isaiah 9:2-7 

Dec 29 “Watching & Waiting for Kindness” Isaiah 

63:7-9 
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****************************************** 

 

IS THE BIBLE OUT OF DATE – Part 1 

by Janice Callentine 

 

One of my caregivers is a fundamentalist Christian 

named Boyd. He believes that the Bible should be 

interpreted strictly and literally. A 

few weeks ago our dear friend, 

Pastor Lil, came to visit me. When 

Boyd found out that Pastor Lil had 

been our pastor, he was very upset. 

He pointed out that according to the 

Bible, women are supposed to be 

submissive to men and should not be pastors. I told 

him that our church had been ordaining women 

since the 1970s, but before that they had agreed 

with Boyd. 

 

I told him that St Paul's reasoning about women 

being submissive was from Ephesians and referred 

to marriage, and not to Church leadership. We 

agreed that in first Corinthians, Paul did say that 

women should not speak in church. I then pointed 

out that the Bible also says we are supposed to 

pluck out our right eye, but we don't obey that rule 

either. He dismissed the eye plucking as a figure of 

speech. I then asked him who gets to decide what 

was a figure of speech and what was to be taken 

seriously. He had no answer. 

  

When I debate religion with someone, the point isn't 

to "win" by convincing them that I am right. My 

goal is to get them thinking. When we become 

Christians, we are not supposed to leave our 

common sense at the door and believe everything 

we are told. If that had happened 500 years ago, 

there wouldn't be a Lutheran church today. There 

wouldn't be any kind of church except for Roman 

Catholic.  

 

I have to give Boyd points for persistence. Christ's 

mandate that we are to be witnesses to the world is 

something he takes very seriously. 

   

Boyd then went on to say that if women weren't 

submissive to men, there would be chaos. I have 

never found where Saint Paul said that. I later went 

on to realize that most of the world's chaos, which 

means wars, have been caused by men. 

 

Boyd then reversed his strategy and asked where in 

the Bible does it say that having women pastors is 

okay. This question assumes that we need specific 

permission from the Bible for everything we do. 

This is not the case. This brings up the subject that 

there are two ways to interpret any set of rules. The 

first way to interpret rules is to say that unless 

something is specifically prohibited, it is okay. The 

second way is to say that unless something is 

specifically allowed, it is forbidden. 

 

To give a simple example of this, say you are at a 

lake and there is a sign that says, "no fishing, 

swimming is allowed." The first way to interpret 

this is that since boating is not specifically 

prohibited, it is allowed. The second way to 

interpret this is that since boating is not specifically 

allowed, it is forbidden. I choose the first way 

because it's not as restrictive as the second way, and 

I love boats. 

  

There are so many rules in the Bible that we ignore, 

we have to wonder if the Bible is out of date.  The 

Bible says that slavery and bigamy is okay. We 

don't. The Bible says that eating pork is wrong. We 

eat bacon and ham. 

 

When we ponder the question of whether or not the 

Bible is out of date, there are many things to 

consider. We will look into these factors in the next 

issue of the "Anchor", so stay tuned. In the 

meantime, my prayer is for everybody at Hope and 

their loved ones to enjoy a blessed Advent and 

Christmas. 

 
Peace, love and HOPE, 

Janice 

 
****************************************** 

 

 

                    2019    
 

 

IMPORTANT:  Offerings to be credited for 2019 

must be received by Dec. 29, 2019.  Thank you for 

your gracious generosity! 

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

The Story of Loaves & Fishes aka  

Triscuits & Sardines 

 

Pastor Andy’s sermon “A Miraculous Partnership” 

on November 10 had everyone talking.   

 

How can we possibly feed all those people? 

 

A young boy brought forward what he had – 5 

Triscuits and 2 sardines. 

 

 
 

In the hands of our Savior, it is enough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************** 

 

Gratitude 

 

“Gratitude is like a food group. It is essential for 

being alive.” 

    Henry Winkler 

 

****************************************** 

****************************************** 

Christmas Poinsettias 
 

We are buying nursery grade 

poinsettias this year to honor your 

loved ones.  They are $10 each 

and will be available to take home 

after the Sunday, December 22nd 

service. Please call Margaret 

Anderson to order and pay: 925-216-5698  

 

******************************************  

 

New Member Installation 

October 27, 2019 

 

 
 

Dick & Gwen Carlson, Bev Harris, Bill Ryan, 

Lynne Smith with Pastor Andy and Pastor Karen 

 

Welcome Dick, Gwen, Bev, Bill, Lynne!  

 

****************************************** 

 

 
 

 

****************************************** 
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Old Fashioned Christmas Carol Singing 

 

Join us for old fashioned 

Christmas carol singing, cider and 

Scandinavian Potato Flatbread 

called “Lefse” (Lef-sa). 

 

Date:  Wednesday, December 4  

Time:  2:30-4:00 PM  

Location:  Fairway Room at Creekside  

 

Space is limited so call 925-822-6341 for 

reservations 

 

Sponsored by Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 

 

****************************************** 

Christmas Mourning 

 

A Worship Service of 

Candles, Prayer and Song 

for those of us who 

struggle with grief or 

loneliness during the 

Christmas Holiday.  

  

Date:  Wednesday, December 18 

Time:  4:00—5:00 PM 

Location:  The Diablo Room at Hillside Clubhouse  

 

Sponsored by Hope Lutheran Church of Rossmoor 

 

****************************************** 

Minister of Music Report 

 

 
 

It seems impossible that December is 

already here but this fall has been a tremendous 

series of positive experiences, and I have no reason 

to assume that the Advent season will be any 

different.  

            First, the season brought a new set of friends 

to church.  Andy and Lynne are absolutely perfect 

to head our congregation.  I was a little nervous 

when it all started because Andy went golfing with 

me and proceeded to show me how the game is 

supposed to be played.  When Jack was around, I 

could usually find a way to beat him but Andy 

shows no mercy on the course!  I was filled with 

trepidation that he would be just that merciless as 

my religious boss.  Fortunately, I was wrong.  

Totally wrong.  He is a delight to work with and I 

couldn’t have “HOPED” for a better person to work 

with each and every week.  He is making my job 

easy and, from what I hear from my fellow 

members, he is consistently touching us all with his 

personality and messages.  Now he is installed and 

we can look forward to years of the same.  

Speaking of installed, Sunday, November 

24th will stay with me for a long time.  What a great 

service in the Fireside Room and a touching 

ceremony of installation in the Fairway Room. 

Truly this is a man who “WALKS WITH ME AND 

TALKS TO ME” too.  The whole weekend will 

always be something to REMEMBER!  And 

Andy’s comment that he felt so honored to be 

installed right in the golf course clubhouse was 

priceless!  

Secondly, we are so fortunate that Karen 

Woida is back and although I cannot say we play 

golf together, I can say that she is a joy to be around 

and our church family can’t help but benefit by her 

presence on the staff.  Add to Karen Marjatta and 

Robin and you can discover the glue holding the 

whole shebang together.  These three women and 

our wives are bound to keep Andy and me in line so 

the congregation can rest easy. It seems like an 

unfair gender imbalance but I have resigned myself 

to just relax and enjoy it.       

Thirdly, I was so happy that the series of 

musicians who performed for us this fall did such 

outstanding work.  One after another we witnessed 

quality and I enjoyed a lot of favorable comments 

from the congregation.  

Now, we approach Advent and all that it 

brings in terms of memories for each of us.  We 

have a nice group of individuals set up that will 

make our services special.   I’m confident you will 

enjoy each and every service in terms of the music, 

but our leaders will direct us through this season 

with God’s message and a renewed sense of what 

Christmas means.  I’m thrilled to start the next 

Church Year.  I can’t HOPE for anything better.  

 

Wayne Anderson, Minister of Music  

****************************************** 
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****************************************** 

Welcome To The Season Of Advent 

 

And the beginning of a new church year! 

 

Though it is not known when the period of 

preparation for Christmas began, it was in existence 

from about 480 A.D.  “Advent” from the Latin 

word “adventus” means “coming”.  It is a 

translation of the Greek word “parousia”, 

commonly used to refer to the Second Coming of 

Christ. 

 

For Christians, the Season of Advent anticipates the 

coming of Christ from three different perspectives:  

in the flesh as a child in Bethlehem, in our hearts 

daily, and in glory at the end of time.  The season 

calls us to join in the ancient longing for the coming 

of the Messiah, and to be alert for his coming again. 

 

Originally, the season was observed by fasting.  In 

the Eastern Orthodox Church, a 40-day fast was 

called the Nativity Fast and it began on November 

11, the Feast Day of St. Martin. 

 

In the Roman Rite of the Catholic Church, the 

Western Rite of the Orthodox Church, in the 

Anglican, Lutheran, Moravian, Presbyterian and 

Methodist Churches, Advent begins the 4th Sunday 

before Christmas (the nearest Sunday to St. 

Andrew’s Day, November 30). 

 

Since approximately the 13th Century, the liturgical 

color for Advent has been purple (or violet).  In 

some Christian denominations, blue – the color 

representing hope – is an alternative color, a custom 

traced to its usage in the Church of Sweden 

(Lutheran) and the medieval Sarum Rite in England. 

 

The Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in 

America has chosen 

blue as the preferred 

color since Advent is a 

season of hope.  At 

Hope we use both 

colors for the season!  

About 2 years ago, 

Julane Sampson and I 

made four Advent 

banners representing 

the candles of an Advent Wreath.  The first is a 

combination of purples, the second is a mix of blues 

and purples, the third is rose and the fourth is 

predominantly blue  

 

The concept of the Advent Wreath originated 

among German Lutherans in the 16th Century.  The 

modern wreath with its four candles representing 

the Sundays of Advent, originated from an 1839 

initiative by Johann Hinrich Wichern, a Protestant 

pastor in Germany and a pioneer in urban mission 

work with the poor.  Noticing the impatience of 

children anticipating Christmas in his class, he 

made a ring of wood with 19 small red tapers and 4 

large white candles.  Each 

morning a small candle was 

lit, and every Sunday a large 

candle.  Only the large 

candles are lit in today’s 

Advent Wreath. 

 

Each Sunday an additional candle is lit until 

Christmas Eve, when the white “Christ Candle” is 

lit reminding us that Christ is the Light of the 

World.  Each Advent Sunday is often given a theme 

based on the scripture readings and the candles may 

be named “The Prophets’ Candle”, “The Bethlehem 

Candle”, “The Shepherds’ Candle” and “The 

Angels’ Candle”; or Hope – Peace – Joy – Love, 

and so on. 

 

This year at Hope our Advent Theme is “Watching 

and Waiting: Advent Reflections from the Prophet 

Isaiah”.  So, based on Pastor Andy’s sermon series, 

let us name the candles:  Peace - Safety – Healing – 

Hope! 

 

May your Advent be especially blessed! 

Pastor Karen 

 

******************************************  

 

 
 

******************************************  
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It’s Good To Have Friends 
 

Betty Loftesness & Evelyn Olson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing for Carolyn & Marv Schick as they 

begin their move to Napa 

 

 
 

Third Wednesday Lunch Bunch – Nov 20 

 

 
 

Clockwise from left:  Evie Rorem, Pastor Andy, 

Dee Reichert, Jean Possin, Julane Sampson, Gwen 

Carlson, Dick Carlson, Sally Nordwall 

****************************************** 

******************************************  

Pastor Jack, Ruth, Thanksgiving Lunch 

 

November 24 was an eventful joyful day with 

Pastor Jack and Ruth visiting, our Thanksgiving 

luncheon, and, the main event of Pastor Andy’s 

Installation. 

 

 

Inge Knight, 

Jack & Ruth,  

Ingrid Wood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sylvia Ortlieb, 

Pastor Jack, 

Rose Jug 

 

 

 

 

In Pastor Jack’s sermon, he told 

us about his dream where he 

was talking with God.  Jack 

asked God how God chose 

Pastor Andy for Hope.  God 

replied in song “Andy walks 

with me. Andy talks with me. 

Andy tells me I am his own.”  

 

 

 

 

Turkey, mashed 

potatoes, green beans 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

****************************************** 
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Pastor Andy’s Installation and Invitation To Extended Service at Hope – November 24, 2019  
 

 

Presentation – The Rev. Tyler Jensen, Dean, Mt. Diablo Conference  

Dear people of God, the Sierra Pacific Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

American has authorized the Reverend Doctor Andrew Smith, our co-worker in the 

gospel, for extended service in the ministry of Word and Sacrament in Hope 

Lutheran Church.  Ordained as a Minister of Word and Sacrament in the 

Presbyterian Church (USA), his church has endorsed this ministry of extended 

service.  Bishop Mark Holmerud, in accordance with the policies established by this 

church, has affirmed this invitation. 

 

 

 

Representative of Hope Congregation:  Wayne Sampson 

After prayerful deliberation, we, of Hope Lutheran Church, welcome this invitation to Andrew Smith to serve 

as minister of Word and Sacrament in this congregation.  This letter attests to our 

willingness. 

 

Representative of Saint Matthew Congregation:  Robert Carlson 

In affirming this new call to ministry, we, of Saint Matthew Lutheran Church, 

offer our blessings and prayers to Andrew Smith as he begins his service as 

Minister of Word and Sacrament at Hope Lutheran Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

Address – The Rev. Tyler Jensen 

Under the grace of God, a relationship of full communion has been established 

between the church body in which you were ordained and this church body. In 

recognition of that relationship, Bishop Mark Holmerud of the Sierra Pacific Synod 

has authorized me to invite you to serve for this extended period of service as a 

Minister of Word and Sacrament in Hope Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Tyler:  Andy, I now invite you to take up the ministry of Word and Sacrament 

in this place. 

 

Pastor Andy:  After prayer and careful consideration, I willingly accept this invitation to serve as minister of 

Word and Sacrament in this place and among these people.  I ask God’s help, this Synod’s and this Presbytery’s 

encouragement, along with the prayers of all the people of this congregation. 

 

 

 

Pastor Tyler:  I announce to you that this ministry is authorized in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
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Blessing – Pastor Karen Woida 

The laying on of hands by clergy and representatives of Hope and Saint Matthew 

(the sending congregation).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Karen:  People of God, I present to you the Reverend Doctor Andy Smith, 

your pastor!  Let us welcome him in the name of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Karen Woida, Rev. Tyler Jensen, Rev. Dr. Andrew Smith, Rev. Jack Niemi 
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******************************************  

Upcoming Events in December 

 

Sunday, December 1 - Choir practice begins at 

9:00am, Advent/Christmas Sermon Series: 

"Watching & Waiting" 

 

Wednesday, December 4 - Christmas Carols, 

Lefse & Cider, 2:30-4:00pm, Fairway Room at 

Creekside 

 

Saturday, December  - Women of Hope Bible 

Study No meeting in December.  We will resume 

on January 4. 

 

Sunday, December 8 - Choir practice begins at 

9:00am 

 

Wednesday, December 18 - Service of Christmas 

Mourning, 4:00-5:00pm, Diablo Room at Hillside 

 

Sunday, December 22 – Fourth Sunday Lunch 

 

Tuesday, December 24 - Christmas Eve Service, 

2:00pm, Fireside Room 

 

Sunday, December 29 – TTBB Tenor-Bass Choir 

practice begins at 9:00am 

 

Sunday, December 29 – Offerings to be credited 

for 2019 must be received by Dec. 29, 2019.  

 

****************************************** 

Small Group News 

 

The Women of Hope Small Group – The women's 

Bible study group will not meet in December.  We 

will resume in January on January 4. 

 

Monday Lunch Group –On Monday, December 

16, we will have lunch at the Butternut Grill and 

Bar, 660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek. We 

will meet at the Gateway Clubhouse front entrance 

at 11:10 and carpool to the restaurant. If you have 

questions, please call Inge Knight at 925-954-7478. 

 

Wednesday Lunch Group – This group usually 

meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month. 

Please talk to Esther Kuencer if you have any 

questions.  

 

Third Wednesday Lunch Bunch – Sign up on 

Sundays December 8 & 15 to attend the 3rd 

Wednesday Lunch Bunch on December 18 at the 

home of Wayne and Julane Sampson from 12:00pm 

to 2:00pm.  Cost is $5 per person. 

Julane & Wayne Sampson 

2425 Pine Knoll Drive, Unit #6, Entry 5 

925-322-4227 or 925-278-4050 

 

The Small Group Going Out to Dinner – The 

Small Group Going Out to Dinner will not meet in 

December. 

 

Dinner-in-homes Groups – Hope has two evening 

dinner groups that each meet once a month.  The 

groups each schedule their own meeting night based 

on the schedule of its members. The host prepares 

the main course, and each member in attendance 

provides a side dish.  Hosting rotates from one 

member to another each month. If you would like to 

join a group in January, please speak to Julane 

Sampson or Priscilla Mah. 

 

Loss & Grief Group – The group will meet twice 

during the month of December on December 8th & 

15th immediately following the coffee hour. If you 

would like to join the group, you are encouraged to 

possibly cut your social interaction a tad short and 

join the group by 12:15 pm. This will allow us to 

explore the effects of grief and loss individually, as 

well as engage in conversations about the stages of 

bereavement.  

For questions about the group, please feel free to 

call Marjatta DeSchepper at: 925-448-1049. 

 

******************************************  

 

Pastor Jack – Remember Me? 

 

 

In Pastor Jack’s “Remember 

Me?” sermon on Nov 24, he 

reminded us “Christian love 

cannot be paid back.  It can 

only be passed on.” 
 

 

 

****************************************** 
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Worship Assistants for December 2019  

 

Altar Guild  

12/1 June Payne, Priscilla Mah, Sara Wood 

12/8 June Payne, Priscilla Mah 

12/15 Debbie Bergvall, Ingrid Wood 

12/22 Debbie Bergvall, Nancy Siebenand 

12/24** Jean Possin + 1 volunteer 

12/29 Jean Possin, Ingrid Wood 

  

Greeters 

12/1 Nancy Siebenand, Sandy Williams 

12/8 Gerda Peterson, Linda Brun 

12/15 Ingrid Wood, Karen Peterson 

12/22 Julane & Wayne Sampson 

12/24** Jean Possin + 1 volunteer 

12/29 Inge Knight, Shirley Griffey 

  

Ushers  

12/1 Nancy & Mark Conrad 

12/8 Carol Krueger, Robin Kanno 

12/15 Julane & Wayne Sampson 

12/22 Gerda Peterson, Nancy Siebenand 

12/24** Sandy Williams + 1 volunteer 

12/29 Evelyn Olson, Bill Ryan 

 

Communion Assistants  

12/1 Jack & Mary Lyn Padley 

12/8 Bill Kuhnsman & Bill Ryan 

12/15 Barbara & Wayne Quan 

12/22 Lina & Wally Hale 

12/24** None needed 

12/29 Margaret Anderson, Marjatta DeSchepper 

  

Lay Readers 

12/1 Sandy Williams 

12/8 Nancy Conrad 

12/15 Lina & Wally Hale 

12/22 Shirley Griffey 

12/24** Mark Krauth 

12/29 Bill Ryan 

 

** 12/24 is Tuesday, Christmas Eve ** 

Our Christmas Eve service is at 2pm in 

the Fireside Room 

 

Thank you for your faithful service! 

If you are going to be gone, please ask someone 

to trade with you. 

 

***************************************** 

Worship Assistant Coordinators 

 

Altar Guild – Jean Possin 

Ushers – Evelyn Olson 

Communion Assistants – Mary Lyn Padley 

Greeters – Sandra Williams 

Lay Readers – Mark Krauth 

Fellowship – Margaret Anderson 

Offering Counters – Jean Possin 

Altar & Table Flowers – Mary Lyn Padley 

***************************************** 

Hope Lutheran Church Staff 

 

Pastor:  The Rev. Dr. Andy Smith 

Associate Pastor:  The Rev. Karen Woida 

Parish Assistant:  Janice Callentine 

Minister of Music:  Wayne Anderson 

Financial Manager:  Carolyn Schick 

Cantor:  Don Gurley 

Parish Worker:  Marjatta DeSchepper 

Parish Manager:  Robin Kanno 

 

Rossmoor Interfaith Council Representative:  

Nancy Conrad 

***************************************** 

2019 Hope Church Council Members 

 

Clint Mah (President) 

Mark Krauth (Vice President) 

Tom Hunt (Secretary/Treasurer) 

Marjatta DeSchepper 

Robin Kanno 

Bill Kuhnsman 

Carolyn Schick 

******************************************             

God’s Work, Our Hands.   

 
Have you remembered the Hope 

Endowment Fund in your will or 

trust? When you plan your giving for 2020, think about 

the Hope Endowment Fund.  Your contribution is tax 

deductible.  For more information, please contact Evelyn 

Olson or any member of the Hope Endowment 

Committee.  Members are identified on their name 

badges. 

 

Endowment Committee Members 

Evelyn Olson – Coordinator, Mark Conrad, Tom Hunt, 

Mark Krauth, Stella Liu, Jack Padley, Wayne Sampson,  

Carolyn Schick 

*****************************************   
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CUT OUT THE I.R.S. AS YOU SUPPORT 

HOPE LUTHERAN 

By Mark Krauth 

We are all aware of the downsides to getting older.  

How about a serious positive to getting older?  

Specifically…..age 70-1/2 or older?   

CUTTING OUT THE I.R.S.!! 

 

If you are age 70-1/2 or older……and have an 

Individual Retirement Account (IRA), are you 

aware that you can make donations to qualified 

charities (which include your church – Hope 

Lutheran) without EVER PAYING TAX on these 

distributions? 

 

It is through the strategy known as a “QUALIFIED 

CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION” or QCD.   

 

As you know, once we turn 70-1/2, the government 

forces you to take out a certain amount of your 

traditional IRA annually through a process known 

as “REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIBUTIONS” 

(or RMD’s).  The reason is that the government has 

let you grow your money in this IRA tax-deferred, 

in their opinion, for long enough!  They want their 

tax money!!   

 

So, they force you to take the money out and expose 

it to taxation.  Many people lose between 10% and 

30% of their annual distribution to taxes. And they 

lose this money each and every year in which they 

take these distributions.   

 

I have worked as a Financial Advisor & Certified 

Financial Planner for over 20 years.  Let me tell 

you….when the stock market drops 5%, people get 

nervous, edgy, and worried.  Yet the stock market 

has recovered and gone on to higher levels 100% of 

the time.  However, what if you were subjected to 

losing 10% to 30% of your annual retirement 

distributions each and every year of your retirement 

with almost no options as to how to reduce or 

eliminate that? 

 

Well….here is your gift.  The Qualified Charitable 

Donation….or QCD. 

 

How it works?  You contact your Financial 

Institution and request taking out any amount UP 

TO $100,000 PER YEAR with a QCD.  On the 

form, you request which charity – or charities – 

you’d like your institution to send the money to.   It 

MUST be sent DIRECTLY from the financial 

institution to the charity.  You cannot take 

possession of the funds.  You can send up to 

$100,000 per year tax-free to your charities of 

choice.  And yes, charities of choice include HOPE 

LUTHERAN.   

 

You can support the Good News of Jesus Christ – 

and the mission of Hope Lutheran – all while 

cutting out the I.R.S.   

 

A quick example:  If you took $10,000 from your 

IRA and fell into a combined 20% tax rate, you’d 

receive approx. $8,000 and $2,000 would go to the 

IRS.  If you chose instead to send the $10,000 direct 

to the charity, they would receive all $10,000 and 

you would owe – and send - $0 to the I.R.S.  

 

What a wonderful opportunity to support God’s 

work in our local community all while NOT having 

to pay taxes on these distributions.   So, if you are 

able to check off the boxes of  

1) age 70-1/2 or older  

2) have an IRA and  

3) a desire to support charities – including 

Hope Lutheran  

– the Qualified Charitable Distribution might be 

right up your alley!   Of course, always seek the 

counsel of your Tax Advisor prior to implementing 

new strategies. 

 

*****************************************  

 
 

 

 


