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NOW ALL GLORY TO GOD, WHO IS ABLE, 
THROUGH HIS MIGHTY POWER AT WORK
WITHIN US, TO ACCOMPLISH INFINITELY MORE 
THAN WE MIGHT ASK OR THINK.

EPHESIANS 3:20 (NLT)
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Dear Church Family, 

We often say that God has 
put us all on earth to make 
an impact—to do something 
significant. In fact, our goal 
in life is to faithfully love 
God and love others in real, 
practical ways. This is really 
what makes life worth living. 

Few of us can radically impact 
this world by ourselves. But, as 
our church makes a decision to move 
in the same direction, we can make a big 
difference together. We want to encourage and and  
challenge you, as a vital part of the South Suburban Vineyard family, to follow 
God’s lead and go ALL IN with us by investing your time, talent, and treasure as we 
engage what’s next for our church.  

Friends, as we take this bold step toward our future, we are counting on each of you 
to embark upon this journey with us.

With much affection,

Geno and Shannon Olison

together

TH E SOUTH SUBURBAN VINEYARD CHURCH 
HAS BEEN BLESSED. 

From our earliest days as a church plant, we have received God’s abundant 
blessings. Here are a few examples: 

• Since moving to the south suburbs of Chicago in June 
of 2009, we’ve grown from a church of 11 adults 
and two babies to over 150 people who call this 
church their home.

• We’ve had the privilege of seeing people 
make faith commitments and be baptized 
here at the SSV. 

 CHURCH GROWTH IS A SIGN OF GOD’S 
BLESSING. 

• During the week, our church members 
participate in small groups—places where 
community happens, where we get to know 
others and be seen for who we are. Small groups are 
where we care for one another, worship God, give and 
receive prayer, and study and apply the Bible to our daily 
lives. Basically, they are where we make friends and do life together.  

 COMMUNITY AND VITAL, L IFE-SUSTAINING RELATIONSHIPS EXPRESSED THROUGH 
REGULAR PARTICIPATION IN A SMALL GROUP ARE SIGNS OF GOD’S BLESSING. 

• Every week, our children, from infants to high 
schoolers, participate in SSV Kids as we build them up 

in the faith and knowledge of Jesus Christ. We know 
that not only are the kids growing in their faith, 
but our own faith is also expanded. 

A GROWING KIDS MINISTRY WHERE CHILDREN 
ARE BEING DISCIPLED AND A TEEN MINISTRY 
WHERE WE ARE ENCOURAGING TH EM TO BUILD 
A FOUNDATION FOR A LASTING RELATIONSHIP 
WITH CHRIST ARE SIGNS OF GOD’S BLESSING. 

54



• We have been able to reach out to the community in 
many ways. For example, each year we offer free 
snow shoveling to the seniors in the area.  
We volunteer with the Village of Homewood 
and the Village of Flossmoor to serve at their 
local events.

• Since 2009, we have partnered with 
Restoration Ministries in Harvey, Illinois. 
Our financial support to this great 
organization joins with the support of 
others to provide many programs to the local 
community, including, but not limited to, an 
after school program, a boxing club, and a food 
pantry. Our SSV volunteers regularly serve on 
Saturday mornings at the food pantry. 

 BEING ABLE TO MINISTER TO THOSE IN NEED  
IS A SIGN OF GOD’S BLESSING.

• Globally, we are part of a Puerto Rico Missions Partnership which aims to continue to 
extend the Kingdom of God to the people on the island of Puerto Rico. We support 
their work as they shepherd four churches on the island. 

These are just a few of the more visible and measurable ways the South 
Suburban Vineyard Church has experienced God’s blessing. On the one hand, we 
are profoundly humble and grateful. On the other hand, we are challenged to 
respond appropriately to God’s great blessings by being a blessing to others in 
our city and around the world.

TH E UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY FACING 
TH E SOUTH SUBURBAN VINEYARD CHURCH. 

Our church was presented with this building in July 2010, after we had spent one year 
in the basement fellowship hall of St. Paul’s Community Church on Dixie Highway in 
Homewood. Through conversations and with the help of personal connections, we found 
this space at the Anita Stone Community Center. 

Over the past seven years, we have rented space at this facility, sharing it with the Jewish 
Community Center summer camp and an organization that serves the community by 
offering counseling and homelessness prevention services. While the arrangement has been 
a wonderful partnership and we have been treated well as renters, we have never made this 
space our home. 

We were originally approached by the Jewish Federation to purchase the building in 2011. 
At that time, the purchase price of the building was estimated at $1.4 million. 

We continued to wait on God and spent the next few years making the changes we could 
make, doing our best to be good renters, and strengthening our relationship with the 
Jewish Federation. 

During that time, we looked at other building opportunities, but they were either not the 
right fit or did not work out. 

In 2017, after being encouraged by the land owners that it was time to act, we made a 
“soft” offer of $500,000 on the building. Due to changes in the Jewish Federation as well 
as changes in this community, it felt like it was the right time for such a move. 

Miraculously, they accepted our offer! 

When we met in living rooms and coffee shops dreaming about this church, we knew that 
God wanted to do big things through the South Suburban Vineyard Church. We’ve always 
desired to be a church that had its own building, tailored and suited for our needs and the 
type of ministry we’re called to do. That dream is becoming a reality! 

As we come to this moment, we see God’s hand and His timing throughout this process. We 
see this building purchase and renovation as the continued work of God in becoming a 
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic church-planting church, extending the Kingdom of God to 
the south suburbs of Chicago. 
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BUT. . .WHY? 

We know this building is merely a TOOL TO DO KINGDOM MINISTRY. We want every 
investment we make in this property to help us accomplish what God has called us to do in 
this community. We aren’t striving for unnecessary opulence and waste. On the contrary, we 
want this tool to be in the best shape it can be in to better facilitate Kingdom life among 
the people who call this place home (and those who will do so in the future). In short, we 
want this place to be the best it can be to help this community be the best it can be.

We want this to be a place where people will WANT TO COME AND STAY. We want this 
to be our permanent home, and we want it to feel that way. We want a place that 
is overwhelmingly inviting. Our people have done a great job creating a welcoming 
atmosphere. We want our building to be a space where that radical welcome can be 
enjoyed even more. We want to foster fireside chats, group meetings fueled by excellent 
in-house coffee, and worship experiences in a beautiful room. We want parents to be 
excited about leaving their kids in our clean and up-to-date classrooms. When people 
come to visit, we want to make it feel like home. 

We expect this to be our FIRST BIG MOVE toward realizing our dreams of what this church 
will be. We want more expansions in the future. We want to be a big church with big 
influence, to be a hub of Kingdom ministry of all types. We realize that a larger church can 
have a larger impact. Our stated goals say we want to be a “large, multi-ethnic, multi-
cultural, church-planting church,” and we are nowhere close to that. We strongly feel this 
first big investment will drive us toward achieving the bigger vision of the SSV. 

We dream about LEAVING A LEGACY. We want to build a 
church that lasts for generations—a church our kids, 

and their kids, will inherit. This is an investment in 
the distant future, and we should never lose sight 
of that. We are excited about what we can do 
with this space in the short term. But we should 
always be dreaming about what this space will 
be in the future. We have worked hard, but 
we have a long way to go. We feel like this 
significant investment is just another step in 
the long and lasting legacy that God has called 
us to live out.

GENERAL FAQs 

1. Is there an overwhelming need to renovate 
this building?

 Yes! There is a need when we consider our 
community and the long term plans for the 
South Suburban Vineyard Church. We are 
restricted by the physical limitations of our 
current facility. Renovating the facility will 
provide:

• A warm, inviting space for our ministry home base
• A commons space for community life to take place 

before, during, and after services
• The opportunity for SSV members to use their God-given 

gifts and talents
• More functional space for expanding existing ministries
• More seating
• A permanent layout and décor, moving us from a church plant to an established church
• Permanent office space for our staff

2. What was the decision-making process resulting in the plans for the renovation?

 Our decision-making process was a product of regular and on-going discussions by our Senior 
Leadership Team (Geno and Shannon Olison, David Jacob and Jenny Maldonado, and Jordan 
and Nikki Arseneau), as well as our Pastoral Advisory Council (SLT members as well as Ramon 
and Yvette Mayo and Sandra Rials). 

3. Are there any future plans to add to what we are initially planning?

 Yes. There is a Phase Two which includes renovation of all classrooms, large bathrooms, office 
space and the parking lot.

4. When will renovations start?

 We expect renovations to begin in the fall of 2018.

5. What will the renovations cost?

 The purchase price of the building is $500,000. The projected cost of the renovations for 
Phase One is $1,000,000. 

6. Are there ways to cut costs?

 We are doing our best to make wise financial decisions while balancing our current needs and 
anticipating the continued growth of the church. 
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7. How will we pay for this?

 We hope to completely fund the building project with upfront gifts between March through 
July 2018 and then through the contributions of our congregation, friends and family through 
a two-year giving campaign. Ongoing expenses of running the South Suburban Vineyard 
Church will be paid for through tithes and offerings.

8. Will there be a formal pledge process?

 Yes. Each family will be asked to fill out a pledge card (page 19) on Pledge Sunday (March 25, 
2018) during our regular service.

9. When can I give?

 While the formal start to our Giving Campaign is on Easter Sunday (April 1, 2018), you can 
give at any time. 

 On March 25, during Pledge Sunday, you will have the opportunity to make a two-year pledge 
commitment to the More Than We Can Imagine Giving Campaign in the amount the Holy 
Spirit has led you to make. You may choose to contribute to the campaign on a weekly basis, 
monthly basis, or some other cycle that is convenient for you.

10. How can I give?

 You can give during the offering at any of our weekend services, or you can give online  
(www.southsuburbanvineyard.net). You can also use our text-to-give service by texting the 
keyword “SSVINEYARD” to 77977. You’ll receive a safe and convenient link to make a one-time 
or recurring gift. 

 Please make sure you mark your envelopes “building fund” or select “building fund” from the 
dropdown menu when you give online or on your mobile device.

 While most people will choose to fulfill their pledges in cash or check, others may choose to 
give stocks, bonds, or some other form of security as part of their gift.
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GIVING QUESTIONS 

1. What is the Church’s debt philosophy?

 When we take scripture at face value, we find that debt is rarely considered a good thing. It 
can tie your hands and bring lenders, and their priorities, into your decision-making process. 

 The South Suburban Vineyard Church currently does not have any debt. 

 Ideally, we will raise enough money (in cash and pledges) through the giving campaign to pay 
for the entire project. However, we are willing to take on a modest and reasonable amount 
of debt for the sake of cooperating with God to expand His Kingdom. But we do not want to 
remain in debt. Our hope and prayer would be to pay off any debt incurred within five years so 
that future ministry wouldn’t be concerned with interest payments and the distraction of debt 
in our budget. We desire to leave a legacy for our children and grandchildren—a legacy of a 
debt-free facility that will serve the south suburbs of Chicago for the next century. 

2. How much total money do we hope to raise?

 We hope to raise at least $1.5 million. 

3. What if we raise more than $1.5 million?

 We will use any funds in excess of our target for the next phases of renovation. 

4. What if we raise less than $1.5 million? 

 If we fall short of our $1.5 million target, we will turn to the Lord for His direction. We may 
delay our project or adjust the phases of the project. 

5. How long will the campaign last?

 The campaign will last for two years, from April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2020. 

6. Have we employed another organization for our campaign?

 No. We are doing our campaign ourselves, although we have asked for advice from Vineyard 
pastors and friends who have been through this process. 

7. How much am I required to give? How do I figure out how much to give? 

 Nobody is required to give anything. We want individuals to give freely and not because they 
feel like they have to, because the Bible teaches that “God loves a cheerful giver”  
(2 Corinthians 9:6-8).

 There are two very different approaches in figuring out what you should give. One option is 
to look at your checkbook or monthly budget and ask, “What can l/we afford?” This method 
simply calculates existing resources and does not demand prayer, faith, or God’s surprising 
intervention. 
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 A second option is to ask God what He desires for you to give. This method requires the 
willingness to risk, listen to God, and then trust Him to provide as you step out in faith and 
obedience. We strongly suggest this second approach.

 At the end of the giving campaign, we don’t simply want to have raised a certain amount of 
money. If all we do is raise money to purchase and renovate the building, then we have failed. 
We want more!

• We want each individual and family to experience the thrill of hearing God, and then 
obeying Him in a way that causes you to grow personally and spiritually.

• We want you to have your vision and your faith expanded.

• We want your values and priorities to shift and align more closely with God’s will.

• We want you to see yourself as a steward of all of your gifts and talents.

• We want you to more fully comprehend God’s heart for the Chicagoland area.

• We want you to experience God’s abundant provision in a fresh, new way.

• We want you to gain God’s heart for the entire unsaved world.

 We believe that this project is a huge spiritual adventure. It has the potential to make our 
entire church family more like Jesus and cause us to experience His Kingdom more fully than 
ever before!

8. How should I think about giving? What are some guidelines in praying and discerning the 
will of God more intelligently during this campaign?

• Step 1: Acknowledge that God is the owner of everything on the earth (Psalm 24:1; 50:10-
12) and we are the stewards to whom He has delegated responsibility for its care and 
administration. As such, we don’t own anything. Everything we have—our time, talents, 
natural abilities, possessions, financial resources, families, health, the places we live, all 
of it—are essentially on loan from God. It is our responsibility to manage these things 
wisely, at His instruction, and for His glory.

• Step 2: We want to affirm that God’s stewardship plan for His family (in both the Old and 
New Testament times) includes giving of tithes and offerings. Consequently, we want to 
encourage those who call the South Suburban Vineyard “home,” but are not yet tithing to 
the church, to begin to do so. Tithing is a voluntary, systematic contribution of financial 
support to your local church. That is, disciples of Christ are to give the first 10% of all 
our income to God (Proverbs 3:9; Malachi 3:6-12; Matthew 23:23; Hebrews 7:1-8). Tithing 
means “a tenth part.” Our tithe should reflect a consideration of everything we have 
received from God (1 Corinthians 16:2). This means we should tithe (give 10%) based on 
our gross, not our net, income. This would include wages and salaries, interest or dividend 
incomes, bonuses, gifts we receive (particularly through family members or inheritance), 
capital gains on investments, the sale of an asset (such as a home), retirement or pension 
income, or any source of income. 

 In addition, notice that the Apostle Paul (in 1 Corinthians 16:2) said that “each one of 
you” should give. Everyone who has income should plan to make tithing a regular part of 
his or her budget—including students, teens, singles, and even retired people.

 Now for more affluent Christians whose income exceeds their need, the tithe becomes 
restrictive. In these cases, the tithe should be surpassed. These disciples are challenged 
to give even greater percentages of their income (20%, 30%, or even more).

• Step 3: Once church members are faithful in paying their tithe to God, then they are 
prepared to take the next step of obedience and partner with the Holy Spirit by giving an 
offering—in this case, in the form of a gift or pledge to the giving campaign.

 Biblically speaking, an offering is any voluntary donation that is given—at the Holy 
Spirit’s discretion—beyond your tithe. In the Old Testament, not only did the Israelites 
tithe, but they also gave a number of offerings to the Lord through the course of a year 
(sin offerings, freewill offerings, the first fruits offering, etc.). The New Testament also 
teaches that in addition to tithes, the early disciples frequently gave offerings for the 
purposes of ministering to the poor and advancing God’s Kingdom in other parts of the 
world (Acts 4:34-35; 11:29-30). We believe that it is the responsibility of every member 
of the South Suburban Vineyard Church to ask the Holy Spirit how to participate in this 
exciting step for our church family. Specifically, we desire every individual and family 
to prayerfully consider an offering (through a gift or pledge) to the giving campaign. 
It does not matter where a person is on the economic spectrum. Everyone in our church 
family—young and old, children and teens, rich and poor, married and single—should 
give sacrificially toward the giving campaign. 

 We believe that God wants equal sacrifice, but not equal amounts. 

 For some, an additional $5 or $10 per week will be extremely sacrificial. However, a 
significant percentage of people in our church family have been greatly blessed by God 
financially and can afford to give substantially more. For the financially blessed, such an 
amount would be hardly sacrificial. “To whom much is given, much will be required” (Luke 
12:48).

 The entire church family has the opportunity to experience the joy of sacrificial giving. 
Parents can use the building campaign to teach their children financial stewardship and 
sacrificial giving. Kids can observe their parents making sacrifices on limited budgets, 
not just giving out of their extra resources. Teens can give from their baby-sitting money 
or from their earnings at their jobs. Adolescents can give from their allowances. Even 
little ones can give from their birthday money. The retired can give a portion from their 
pension or retirement income. 

9. Will I get receipts?

 You may request a giving statement at any time. We will also provide end-of-year giving 
summaries. 

10. How will new people be introduced to the campaign? 

 As part of the campaign, we have a Follow-Up Team who will be communicating about the 
campaign to new members and encouraging them to participate. New members will be 
introduced to the campaign through our Beginnings class and when it is spoken of during 
weekend services. 

1716



 

 Our desire is that everyone who becomes a member of the church in the next two years will 
have an opportunity to hear about the reason for this campaign and to prayerfully consider 
contributing to it. 

11. What if my circumstances change? Is this a contract?

 You are not signing a contract by pledging to the Giving Campaign. You are making a 
commitment to give—and we hope you will fulfill that commitment. But if your financial 
situation changes or an emergency happens, you can contact the church to adjust your 
pledge. 

It is an incredible joy to make your life count for something. Here at the SSV, we 
not only have an opportunity to make our lives count but also to work together to 
accomplish something significant in this community. Please prayerfully consider what 
your gift should be in this campaign. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
PRAYERS AND YOUR 
SACRIFICE ! 
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PLEDGE CARD

This card represents my commitment to the Lord in the South 
Suburban Vineyard Church’s “More Than We Can Imagine” 
Giving Campaign. The estimated giving amount below 
represents a confidential amount over and above my (our) 
regular tithes and offerings. 

I (we) will be part of the giving campaign and commit to give 
to the Lord accordingly. 

m This is a first-time pledge.

m I would like to make a change in my pledge. Please 
disregard my previous pledge card.

Name(s)  

 

Address  

 

Phone (day)  

Evening   

Cell    

I commit to give: 

Weekly (for 104 weeks) $ 

Monthly (for 24 months) $ 

Annually (for 2 years)  $ 

Total Cash Gifts  $ 

This section is to be completed by people making non-cash 
gifts.

Description of Asset  

 

Approximate value   $ 

Grand Total of Gift   $ 

Signature(s)  
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