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How Desperate and Dependent
Am I on My Heavenly Father?

 Diane and I are beginning our tenth year serving this great 
Indiana family of ministers, churches and constituents.  I 
vividly remember my fi rst day at the offi  ce January 2004. I 
was afraid and overwhelmed (Psalm 56:3 “What time I am 
afraid I will trust in You”).  I would like to tell you I was elected 
because I am the best person with the most qualifi cations for 
the assignment, but that would be untrue. Recently one of 
our pastors said, “Don, when you were elected I was not sure 
you were the person for the job.” I responded to say that is 
exactly how I felt. I felt so unqualifi ed and sought out many 
people to pray for me. I knew I had to be totally dependent 
on God or I would fail. As ministers there’s always someone 
who wants us to fail. What they say about our inadequacies 
may be true. I was so desperate for God’s purpose to be 
revealed to me. I remember crying out, “Why am I here?” 
Holy Spirit spoke to me deeply that I was here to promote 
Pentecost. We are 50 day people and we must infl uence 
others as well as ourselves to get to our Th e Place of prayer, 
the Upper Room to receive and stay fi lled with Holy Spirit.
 Prior to the day of Joyce Delp’s funeral I felt afraid and 
inadequate to share the message at her celebration and 
memorial service. I knew Dr. George Wood, Dr. James 
Bradford and our former Indiana District Superintendent 
Charles Crank would be present. I didn’t desire to disappoint 
Pastor David, Kelly or Ashley. I texted two people who I knew 
would pray and called an intercessor to pray for me as well. 
I sensed the Holy Spirit speak to me and say, “When you 
are desperate and afraid, you call out the intercessors and 
that is as it should be; but what have you been doing before 
this? You have prayed but not been desperate. You have not 
been totally dependent upon Me to help you.” I asked for 
forgiveness for leaning on the arm of my own experience.
 One of our young preachers called me aft er several 
months into his fi rst pastorate. He said, “I still don’t know 
what I am doing.” My response was, “I am glad. It is when 
you think you know what you are doing, not how that I will 
be concerned. You will depend on Holy Spirit to help you.” 
John 15:5 reads “I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man 
remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do nothing.” (NIV)
 In Bill Hull’s book, Jesus Christ, Disciplemaker, he points 
out the three fronts we all deal with in spending meaningful 
time with God:  priorities, scheduling and discipline. From 
a survey taken 34% said time was the greatest problem, 9% 
distractions, 7% consistency, and 6% cited the diffi  culty of 
discipline.
 I remember David Delp talking about our devotional lives 
that oft en are in “fi ts and starts.” May I practice consistency 
and discipline, honoring my Th e Time and Th e Place to meet 
with the Father in this New Year of 2013. Spending time 
with God must be our number one priority. When Jesus 
warned the church of Ephesus about leaving their fi rst love, 
He did not say they did not love, but Jesus was no longer 

fi rst (Revelation 2:1-7). If I choose to remain as a branch in 
the vine, I must commit myself to the Word, prayer, and the 
obedient life.  It is then I will bear fruit, glorify God, have joy, 
and my life will count for something.
 Th e disciples of Jesus were being taught that eff ective 
leadership is based on an eff ective relationship with Christ. 
In David Ravenhill’s book Surviving the Anointing (a gift  
from Pastor Paul Greer), 14 keys are given in the life of 
Jesus’ walk under the anointing. Th e fi rst key is dependency. 
Matthew 5:3 - “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of Heaven.” Th e word poor literally means blessed 
are the beggars for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. My 
ability is not my intelligence, experience, past successes or 
even failures. My ability comes totally from Him. 
 One of the most important lessons the disciples desired to 
learn from Jesus was to teach them to pray. As ministers we 
have a greater calling than to preach; it is a call to pray. In our 
ministry to equip the saints, we must teach them to pray. We 
have nothing to set before our people if we have not received 
direction and a Word from the Lord (Luke 11:5-6).
 I remember a preacher driving three hours one way to see 
me. I felt desperate and inadequate. I could not in myself 
fi x his problems. I prayed “Lord, what will we do?” I sensed 
Holy Spirit speak to me to just listen and not say much, then 
take him to Th e Place of prayer. We closed the door, prayed 
and took communion. If we can get people into the Father’s 
lap He will take care of them and us.
 Th ere is a line of great encouragement to me in the listing 
of the Heroes of Faith recorded in Hebrews 11: 11:32-34 
– “For time will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Arak, Samson, 
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and of righteousness, obtained 
promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fi re, 
escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness, were made 
strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to fl ight.”
 When the disciples thought they were ready for ministry, 
Jesus said “Do not leave the city until you receive the promise 
of the Father, the enduement of power from on high” (Luke 
24:49). My friend David Delp said, “How will I continue to 
do life and ministry without Joyce?” He will do it just like 
we all must -- by total dependency on Holy Spirit who will 
glorify the Father and the Son in our lives.
 
Join the Assemblies of God 7:14 Prayer Movement 
at www.ag.org.

II Chronicles 7:14, “If my people, who are 
called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land” (NIV).

II Chronicles 7:14, “If my people, who are 
called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, 
and I will forgive their sin and will heal their 
land” (N( IV).)
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Every Indiana Assemblies of God 
church needs to complete their 
ACMR report and return it as soon 
as is possible. If you do not receive a 
report form, please contact the district 
offi  ce. Your information is valuable 
and greatly assists in both measuring 
and the developing of resources and 
ministries. 

All Church Ministries 
Reports (ACMR) Due 
by January 31

 Joyce Elaine Hurley Delp 53, died on 
November 17, 2012. She was born on 
February 25, 1959 in Princeton, WV. 
Joyce worked as an administrative 
assistant for the Indiana District 
Assemblies of God. She is survived by 
her husband, David E. Delp, daughters 
Kelly A. Delp and Ashley N. Delp, 
brother Danny L. Hurley, and a host of 

extended family and friends. 
 Services were held Wednesday, 
November 21 at 2 p.m. at Indianapolis 
Lakeview Church with a visitation 
from 11 a.m. until the time of service. 
Burial followed the service at Zionsville 
Cemetery. Offi  ciating the services 
were Superintendent Don Giff ord, 
Pastor David, Kelly and Ashley Delp, 

Pastor Dan Pongratz, Pastor Mickey 
Davis and General Superintendent 
George Wood. Dr. Wood, along with 
Executive Secretary James Bradford 
fl ew in from Springfi eld, Missouri to 
attend the services. Also in attendance 
was former Superintendent Charles 
Crank, as well as several district 
offi  cials from surrounding states.

In Memory of Joyce E. Delp 1959-2012
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 What an incredible time we had at our 
2012 Indiana Youth Convention this 
past Fall! We continue to rejoice with 

an increased 
a t t e n d a n c e 
of over 2,400 
youth and 
adults that 
gathered to 
go aft er God 
N o v e m b e r 
9-10 at our 
D o w n t o w n 
Indianapolis 

Convention Center location. As always, 
this event proved to be perhaps the 
most incredible weekend of our entire 
IYM Year. Special guest speakers Jamey 
Montera and Jeff  Grenell each had a 
dynamic word from God that spoke 
into the lives of students all across 
the state. Th eir outstanding depiction 
of God’s Mercy, and responsibility 

we carry with it, was communicated 
in such a way that it will never be 
forgotten by those attending. Special 
thanks go to North Central University’s 
“Th e Current” who did a phenomenal 
job in leading us to the throne during 
worship. Sincere appreciation also goes 
to Evansville Master’s Commission, 
Indiana Youth Alive Missionaries Josh 
and Tiff any Pearman who along with 
other Indiana Missionaries shared 
awesome reports of what God is doing 
in Indiana and around the world.
 Saturday morning’s session ended 
with the annual Speed-the-Light Goal 
Rush service. Over $70,000.00 
was collected in the STL off ering 
for our missionaries! We also 
received over $289,600.00 in 
goals set for 2013 from the 
youth ministries present. We’re 
believing that our goals will be 
met in 2013 so that none of the 
missionaries will do without the 
needed equipment.
 Many thanks to everyone 
who attended and to those 
who helped make the 2012 Youth 
Convention a success. Convention was 

great this year and we couldn’t have 
done it without you!

2012 Youth Convention

2013 Fine Arts and Kappa Tau2013 Fine Arts and Kappa Tau
 April 19-20, 2013 will be the Indiana Fine Arts Festival 
at Indianapolis Caring Place (formerly known as Calvary 
Temple). Th e theme will be “Finished”. Information 
packets will be sent to churches aft er the fi rst of the year 
and registration forms will once again be available online. 
Registrations must be received in the IYM offi  ce by March 
8th. All writing and art entries will need to be submitted 
by March 20th. Visit www.faf.ag.org for updates and rule 
changes this year.



C
h

u
rc

h
 D

ev
el

o
p

m
en

t 
D

ir
ec

to
r 

D
an

 P
o

n
g

ra
tz

CCC
hhh

uuu
rrrccc

hhh
  DDD

eeevvv
eeelll

ooo
ppp

mmm
eeennn

ttt  
DDD

iirrr
eeccc

tttooo
rrr 

DDD
aaannn

 PPP
ooo

nnn
ggg

rrraaa
tttzzz

5

 Congratulations to Pastor Tim Winton and the church 
family at Hamilton Life Center in Noblesville. HLC was planted 
in October 12, 2009.  Th e church has experienced growth 
spiritually, numerically and in leadership development. It is 
always the goal for district supervised churches to develop 
to the point that they can be self-governing. We commend 
Pastor Tim for accomplishing this goal.

Lafayette Church Plant Grand Opening
 Mount Hope Church began on January 16, 2011 with 
13 people meeting at a temporary location in downtown 
Lafayette. Th ey knew that in order to launch the ministry 
into the community, a permanent location was necessary. 
Aft er several months of searching, in December 2012, two 
suites were secured at 1201 Main Street. Th e church met 
in the smaller suite while renovations began on the larger 
suite, opening up what used to be 11 offi  ces. Aft er many 
hours of demo, construction and volunteer help, on Sunday, 
October 14, 2012 they were able to begin church in their new 
building. Th e church launched with a total of 89 people and 
eight fi rst time salvations. Pastor Dan Pongratz was there to 
share in the special day. Th e church has grown to an average 
of 45 faithful people each week and is constantly growing. 
We are thrilled with what the Lord is doing in downtown 

Lafayette. Th e Holy Spirit is drawing people and lives are 
being transformed. Pastor Bryan and Tiff any Courtney 
want to thank everyone who has believed in them, prayed 
for them, and who have sown into this ministry. To God be 
the glory.

Middlebury Church 
Plant Celebrates 
12 Year Anniversary
 Almost 300 hundred people gathered a few weeks ago as 
Pathway in Middlebury celebrated their 12 year anniversary.  
From the humble beginnings of worshiping in a garage, to 
their 19,000 sq. ft . current facility, God has moved through 
this church as they’ve stepped out in faith and said “yes” to 
Him. You are a part of what God has done over the past 12 
years as Pathway is one of our Indiana Advance churches!  
Th e most awesome part of this story is that Pathway, 

pastored by Scott Miller, has given $82,800 back to Indiana 
Advance to help plant more churches.

 You need to be called by God specifi cally 
to church planting. Th is isn’t just another 
“possibility of ministry” as there are many 
challenges that are unique to church 
planting. A basic list of the procedures 
we use in the Indiana District that each 
potential planter will follow can be found 
online at http://chdev.indianaag.org.

 Th e Church Development offi  ce is 
available to help you at your request. If 
you feel God is calling you to church 
planting, please e-mail the offi  ce at 
churchdev@indianaag.org or send a brief 
history of your ministry and how you feel 
God is leading you specifi cally to church 
planting. 

Is God Calling You to Plant a Church?

Church Plant Goes 
General Council
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 Th e fact you are reading this is evidence that the Mayan 
Calendar wasn’t correct and the world continues on. While 
most of us didn’t seriously consider the date of Dec. 21, 2012  
as a real concern, it does bring up a question that really 
should be asked and thought of seriously? What is Truth?
 In our world of virtually unlimited information and 
opinion how do you or the people you are ministering to 
determine what is true or correct? If you are 30 years of age or 
older you will approach this question from the mindset that 
truth can be discovered we need only look for it. However, if 
you are under the age of 30, a not-as-oft en recognized reality 
is that the answer to that question goes like this: Truth is 
what you make it to be (ie, personal opinion, perspective, 
etc).  In other words, truth is not discovered it is created.  
Th is is evidenced by the fact that “65% of all Christians say 
there are multiple paths to eternal life.”1

 Josh McDowell stated that among “born again” believers 
in the USA 91% believe there is no such thing as absolute 
truth.2 
 While there are multiple factors/reasons how we have 
come to this, I believe we must be intentional in evaluating 
how and what we are using to disciple our people. If we do 
not provide intentional times for learning and discipleship 
beyond the Sunday service (adult or children) we are leaving 
the door open for others to infl uence. 
 We must also consider the message our curriculum 
presents. Curriculum has to be more than interesting and 
entertaining. What good is that if it doesn’t teach absolute 
truth? Is the material and are the teachers presenting the 
Word of God as absolute truth? When studying the words of 
Christ ask, “What does He mean by that?”
 Regardless of what I think or what my culture says God’s 
Word, which is the same yesterday, today and forever, has to 
be our unchanging standard for truth!
1.  Religious Market Update, Th e Foster Letter, January 10, 2009
2.  Josh McDowell, Teaching Truth in Today’s Culture Standard, July 17, 2012

What is Truth?

League Meet Dates
January 5, 2013
February 2, 2013

March 2, 2013
March 15-16, 2013 - State Meet

For Junior Bible Quiz information, contact 
State Coordinator Barry Jorris at (260) 

490-8585, or visit us online at:
www.indianajbq.com

2013 CE Calendar Events
Jan. 5 .............................................JBQ Meet
Feb. 2 .............................................JBQ Meet
Feb. 8-9 ............. Children’s Pastor’s Retreat
Feb. 22-23 ............................. ISOM: Effective

Children’s Ministries
March 2 ..........................................JBQ Meet
March 15-16 ........................ JBQ State Meet
April 13 ............................. Fun Arts Festival
May 31-June 1 ............ ISOM: Leadership for 

Children’s Ministry
July 8-12 ........................ Preteen Plus Camp
July 15-19 ................................. Kids Camp 1
July 22-25 ................................. Kids Camp 2
Sept. 14 ...............Ministry Training Summit
Oct. 11-12 ..........................Kids Convention
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Missionaries Home and Available for Service 
Kelly Delp – Candidate Career Missionary  
 to Paris, France – kadelp@gmail.com  
 317.695.6942
Sarah Careins – Career Missionary to 
 South Africa sarah.careins@agmd.org 
 available in January
Bill and Melissa Chappel – Candidate 
 Career Missionaries to India
 wmchappel@gmail.com – 574.835.5501
Chris and Amy Stubbs – Career 
 Missionaries to South Africa
 chris.stubbs@agmd.org
 available in February

Lisa Russi – Career Missionary to France 
 lisa.russi@gmail.com
Bart and Lisa Bagwell – Career 
 Missionaries to Spain
 bart.bagwell@agmd.org – 417.693.6555
Tanya Jo Shipley – Career Missionary to 
 Indonesia – Tanyajo.shipley@agmd.org 
 740-504-5062
Todd and Amanda Tyson – Career 
 Missionaries to France – 317.426.9010  
 todd@tysontidings.com
Greg and Lisa Webby – Career Missionaries 
 to Middle East/Arab Gulf
 greglisa10@gmail.com – 765.418.4692

Why We Pray for Missionaries
We want to share with you two thoughts 
that have come to us from two different 
missionaries during this past Christmas 
season. 

It is good for us to be reminded of 
what our missionary families go 
through every day! Please remember 
your commitment to support our 
Indiana missionaries financially as 
well as remembering them in your 
prayers.  They face many challenges 
with family and ministry while they 
are a long way from home.  

Victoria Hope (Tori) Tyson 
was born on November 17, 
2012, to Todd and Amanda 
Tyson, weighing 8 lbs. 9 oz. Tori 
and mom are doing great!

THE GOAL IS NOT TO BE SAFE, NOR IS IT TO LIVE IN A SAFE ENVIRONMENT.

Neither is the goal to take unnecessary risk or be foolish.  I understand that, but we mustlive fearlessly. We must understand that risk and harm is an increasing part of what we do.We must embrace this.

Our goals:
1)  Glorify God
2)  Proclaim the gospel
3)  Allow God’s character to be formed in us

Only aft er all of these are attended to do we consider...
4)  Our personal security and safety

I do want you all to be safe. I want my family to be safe, but only aft er our fi rst three goals are met. As soon as our safety becomes our number one priority we will have missed what it means (and what it costs) to see the gospel preached in the Arab world.

WWWWWWWWWWW
thththththththththththhhhth
mmmmmmmmmmm
seseseseseseseseseseseee

Th e following prayer request came to us during 

the Christmas season and we wanted to share 

it with you so you could have a sense of what 

missionary families deal with all year long.  

 
Pray that our children will know how precious 

they are to us even though we are separated in 

this special season. 
• But also pray that we can be faithful and 

 fruitful in the task the Lord has placed 

 before us. 
•  Pray that we will recognize that the family 

 of the King is our true family and He wants 

 it to be bigger. 
•  Pray that we can look forward to an 

 eternity of Christmas seasons with our 

 children and a large Kingdom family.
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Monday, March 11 ............................................ Madison AG
Tuesday, March 12 ................................. Princeton Oasis AG
Th ursday, March 14 .............................DeMotte Calvary AG
Monday, March 18 .................................. Ft. Wayne First AG
Tuesday, March 19 ................. Indianapolis Th e Caring Place 

(formerly Calvary Temple)
 
Meetings are for all credentialed ministers and spouses. We 
will begin at 6:30 p.m. in each respective church and will 
conclude prior to 9 p.m. Please preregister with the district 
offi  ce for meal count.
 Choose the meeting date and location that works best for 
you. Th e district ministry team looks forward to spending 
an evening with you and your leaders.

Spring Area Minister’s
Meetings Dates/Locations

Th ursday, April 18 .................................... Greenfi eld Realife
Ministers under 40 years of age | Tim Enloe, speaker 

Monday, September 9 ..................................... District Offi  ce
Pastors of church 300+ | Dave Williams, speaker

Tuesday, September 10 .............................. Avon Crossroads
Division 2 and 3 churches | Dave Williams, speaker

Th ursday, September 19 .................... New Whiteland Grace
Credentialed Women in Ministry | Carolyn Tennant, speaker

Saturday, September 21 ..................... Indy Capitol Christian
Bivocational Ministers/Div. 4 | Kent Anderson, speaker

Th e meetings will begin at 9:30 a.m. and conclude at 
3:30 p.m. Please preregister with the district offi  ce for 
meal count.

Fall Specialized Meetings 
Dates/Locations

ISOM COURSE SCHEDULE  |  online at: isom.indianaag.org 

CBS = Certifi cate in Biblical Studies       CCL= Certifi cate in Church Leadership       CCM= Certifi cate in Children’s Ministry
Th is schedule accommodates those who started credential courses under the old Berean schedule and who now need to take courses on the transitional plan.  
(T) indicates a course on the transitional list.

 CLASS DATE Level One Level Two Level Three Certifi cate in  
 Registration Deadline (Certifi ed) Courses (Licensed) Courses (Ordained) Courses Children’s Ministry
 One month prior

  Synoptic Gospels Effective Leadership (T) Preaching in Cultural  Effective Children’s 
 February 22-23, 2013 CERT 101 LIC 208 Context Ministry
    ORD 305 CM 403 

 March 22-23, 2013 Intro. to Pentecostal  New Testament Survey  Pastoral Ministry Intro. to Pentecostal  
  Doctrine (T) CERT 102 LIC 202 ORD 307 Doctrine  CERT 102

  The Local Church Confl ict Management (T) The Poetic Books Confl ict Management 
 May 3-4, 2013 in Evangelism LIC 209 ORD 304 LIC 209
  CERT 106

 Th e Indiana School of Ministry’s November/December 
event ended the fi rst semester of the 2012-2013 school 
year.  In the four months of the semester, we added 57 new 
students to the ISOM family, launched our new Children’s 
Ministry track, and had 17 students successfully complete 

an entire track through ISOM. All 
in all, this has been one of our most 
exciting semesters since the beginning 
of ISOM in 2009. If you have not taken 
a course through ISOM yet, please 
make plans to do so in 2013. We would 
love to have you.

ISOM’s First 2012-2013 Semester Closes

November ISOM graduates (left  to right): Christi na Welch, 
Diana Cornell, Ken Groves, Paul Lewis, Erika Scheck, Brenda 
McIntyre, Stephen McIntyre, Lars-Erik Magnusson (his wife, 
Tina, stood in for him) and Chris Atwood. Lars-Erik Magnusson 
(pictured on right) fi nally arrived to receive his certi fi cate and 
cord. We’re so glad that he did.
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Save These Dates!!!!

Thank 
You

 Women’s Conference 2012 was an incredible time 
of friends, fellowship, and the Presence of God! Our 
theme was “Masquerade - the truth behind the mask” 
and our guest speaker, Renay West, shared personal 
insight on taking off  the masks we hide behind and 
being real with God and with others. Many women 
were forever changed as they poured out their hearts at 
the altar.  Of course, with shopping, photo booths, and 
make-overs, it was an amazing weekend!

Speaker - Renay West

Nigeria Orphanage Project 
Table

Make-over Winner; Before

Awesome Worship Women of Virtue Commissioning

Make-over Winner; Aft er Altar Time

2012 Women’s Conference Highlights

 I want to thank all of you 
who have been so generous 
with a year-end gift  for 
the Women’s Ministries 
Department. It has blessed 
my heart to hear so many 
words of encouragement! 
What a great honor to be a 
part of the family of God!
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By Pastor Mike Higgins, lead pastor
 In the summer of 2007, I was fi lling in 
at Blanford (population: 342) Assembly 
of God. As I looked out over the pews 
there were only fi ve people there. Aft er 
the service I thought to myself that it 
should probably be closed down. Aft er 
church the next Wednesday, I was 
talking to another pastor friend who 
was fi lling in there and he also agreed 
that the church should 
be closed because it was 
dead.
 While at work at the 
Wabash River Station 
the next day, I was on 
my aft ernoon break and 
was looking out onto 
the Wabash River. I was 
not praying or fasting at 
the time. Th en suddenly 
the presence of the Lord 
was so strong I turned to look and said, 
“What, Lord?” Immediately aft er, I was 
in the Spirit and I was looking into the 
church at Blanford. Th e church was all 
white with words on the wall. On the 
right side, it read: “My house shall be a 
house of prayer,” and on the left  side, it 
read: “We overcome Him by the blood 
of the Lamb and word of our testimony.” 
I could see my wife walking and praying 
at the altar. 
 Suddenly, I was at the Wabash River 
Station and the presence of the Lord had 
lift ed and I was crying. I called my wife, 
Alice, and told her what had happened. We 
decided to pray over the next two weeks.

 Aft er the two weeks had passed, I 
went to my pastor. I told him about the 
vision and he said, “What do you want,” I 
replied, “I don’t want anything.” He then 
said, “God has called for you to pastor 
that church.” We called Superintendent 
Giff ord and I shared my vision with him. 
When I fi nished, he said that, “I will be 
the pastor of Blanford Assembly of God.” 
 While on my way to the church that 

fi rst Sunday (which was 
July 1, 2007), God spoke 
to me. He said, “What 
is the date?” I replied, 
“Th e fi rst day of the 
seventh month.” Th e 
Lord said, “What is 7 
and 1.” I replied, “8.” He 
then said to me, “New 
beginning; this is your 
new beginning.” 
 When I arrived to 

the church, which was at the corner 
of US 71 (which also equals 8), and 
Carpenter Street, the church had eight 
windows. Th ere were two banks of pews 
with 8 on each side. Th e total people in 
attendance were 8 and the off ering on 
my fi rst Sunday was $800. 
 God has supplied all of our needs 
according to his riches. Since the fi rst 
day I walked in that church, we have 
grown to 103 people as of October 22, 
2012. We have remodeled the inside 
and the outside of the church. We 
have purchased fi ve lots, enlarging our 
campus acreage to six.  
 God is Faithful!

Grace Tabernacle congregati on

Altar ti me

Baby dedicati on

Worship service

Superintendent Giff ord 
prayed with Pastor Mike at 
Minister’s Conference.

Blanford
TabernacleGrace
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Crandall
Household
of Faith
By Barb Rutherford, church secretary/treasurer

    When Pastor AnnaMaria Drost began 
to pastor Crandall (population: 150)
Household of Faith in late 2000, there 
were two members and no budget. On 
the January 2001 monthly report, it 
shows that the church began the year 
with $0.52. 
    In July of 2004, the church took in 
nine additional members, making a 
total of 11. Th ere are currently 14 voting 

members with a weekly attendance of about 45 people. 
 Household of Faith currently supports nine missionaries 
through the Assemblies. Th e church also has a scholarship 
fund for young people who go on to attend an Assemblies of 
God college.
 During Pastor Drost’s ministry, many improvements have 
been made including:     
 • Renovation of the sanctuary 
 • Addition of a kitchen
 • Replaced windows
 • Paved the parking lot
 • Replaced the roof with a metal one
 • Added a steeple
 • Purchased a portable baptistry
 • Built a shelter house on the church property, with picnic 
 tables and some play equipment for the children, which 
 were dedicated on August 19, 2007.
 Th e church is debt free, and is in a “debt free” building 

program. In 2008, the church purchased a 50’ x 100’ metal 
building, which the men erected on the church grounds. 
Currently they use this new building for the children’s 
program and church dinners.
 Also, the church is in the process of new construction 
which includes a larger kitchen, bathrooms, and a church 
offi  ce.
 Pastor Drost frequently says, “I believe I have the best 
church in the world.” Household of Faith continues to pray 
that God will bring the people He wants to the church. 
 Pastor Drost tries to include everyone in the ministry with 
some responsibility, according to their talents, skills and 
abilities. God has blessed this church with people who work 
together, and have a love for the Lord and for doing His will.

Pastor 
AnnaMaria 
Drost with 
Superintendent 
Don and Diane 
Giff ord.

Current church 
building for 
Household of 
Faith

y

Pastor AnnaMaria 
Drost
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By Greg Carter, lead pastor
 In the fall of 1976, I took a position with Evangel 
Tabernacle, a large Assembly of God church in Louisville, 

Kentucky. I taught high school bible 
classes, coached baseball and basketball 
and worked with the 
youth department. 
During the summer 
months, Pastor 
Waymon Rodgers 
promised me work 

either on a construction project or some 
staff  position working with the youth 
pastor. In the summer of 1979, times 
became diffi  cult for the church and 
Pastor Rodgers called me into his offi  ce 
to inform me of some good news and some bad news. Th e 
bad news was that I was laid off  for the summer. Th e good 
news was that the church had purchased an old U-Haul truck 
containing a 40 x 60 tent and 200 chairs. In his words, all 
I had to do was fi nd a place to pitch the tent, and earn my 
summer salary by preaching the gospel.

 Th e only place 
I could think of to 
pitch that tent was 
in my hometown of 
Laconia, Indiana. 
I had relatives and 
friends there and 
maybe enough of 
them would come 
and give in the 
off ering so Ronda, 
Kelly and I could 
survive the summer. 
Pastor Rodgers 
agreed to come and 
preach. We put an old 
upright piano on a 
pallet for music and, 
with borrowed sound 
equipment, held our 

fi rst meeting under the tent on June 15, 1979. Th e tent was 
full every night and the meetings lasted for two weeks. Th irty 
people gave their hearts to Jesus those two weeks, several of 
which are still active in our church today. We moved the tent 
up the road to the town of Elizabeth and went another two 
weeks. In the middle of July, 25 people assembled under that 
tent and decided they wanted to start a church in the area and 
asked if I would help them start it. I told them I would help, 
but I certainly was not pastor material. I would help them 

only on a temporary basis until they could fi nd their man.
 Th e fi rst building we occupied was a one-room, abandoned 
Methodist Church. Th e total technology package was one 
electric socket and a fl ashlight to get to the outhouse. Th e 
second building was purchased for $18,000. It was an old, 

run-down grocery store that occupied one quarter of the 
town of Laconia. In 1994, we built our present building on 
20 acres in the suburbs of Laconia near the high school, golf 
course and county park. It is a wonderful location for a rural 
church (population: 50).

Some highlights of the past 33 years:
 We have been active for the past 28 years in the Harrison 
County jail doing seven services a week. We have more 
tattoos, per capita, than any other Assembly of God church in 
Indiana. Our Butterfl y Transformation House has impacted 
young women making the transition from jail to society. 
We ran Cornerstone Christian Academy (a Christian based 
school that educated hundreds of children) for 25 years. I 
have had the privilege of preaching in 20 diff erent countries 
of the world as well as leading many short-term mission trips 
in 20 diff erent countries of the world as well as leading many 
short-term mission trips to Cuba, El Salvador, Ghana, as well 
as Russia, to name a few. Laconia may be one of the smallest 
towns in Indiana but you can get to anywhere in the world 
you want to go from there. Th e church has grown consistently 
over the years and now averages 200 in attendance. Th is 
June, I will celebrate my 34th year as pastor of Laconia Grace 
Assembly.

The current facility, purchased in 1994, is built on 20 acres in Laconia.

This is the fi rst building we met in.

Our second building was purchased 
for $18,000.

The Laconia Grace congregati on conti nues to grow.

LaconiaGraceassembly

2012 Shepherd 
of the Year
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Minister’s Conference Highlights 2012

District Youth Director Steve and 
Elaine Furr celebrated 20 years of 
ministry at the district offi  ce.

Church planter, Jay Tyler, receives 
prayer from guest speaker, John 
Kilpatrick.

Rev. John Kilpatrick, Superintendent 
Don Giff ord and Former Superintendent 
Charles Crank

Tammy and Pastor Brent Oliver, from 
Delphi First, led worship.
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Heartland Christi an Center in Valparaiso honored Dr. Phil 
Willingham and his wife Rhonda for their 40 years in ministry 
on November 4, 2012.  Heartland Christi an Center has been lead 
by Pastor Willlingham the last 12 years and has grown from 60 
people to over 
1200 people 
who now call 
Heartland their 
home. Over 3 
million dollars 
in new projects 
and renovati ons 
have been 
completed 
during this ti me.

40 Years in Ministry

Pastor’s Prayer Summit 2012

Pastor Hardin Hales hands 
off  the baton to new pastor 
Paul Higgins at Evansville East 
Riverside. The passing of the 
baton should not be a last 
minute decision, but prayerfully 
considered and practi ced to 
insure no one drops the baton. 
These are moving moments 
when one generati on passes off  to the next with the intent the 
next generati on be able to go further and run faster and last 
longer.

Passing the Baton

Pastor Paul and Melissa 
Higgins were installed 
as the new pastors of 
Evansville East Riverside on 
October 14, 2012. Thanks 
to Pastor Scott  Burr and 
Owensville Dayspring for 
taking this church as a 

Parent Affi  liated Church and sending out Paul, Melissa and their 
family.

Pastor Russ and Tammy Houser celebrated the 75th 
Anniversary of Clinton Assembly of God on September 16, 2012. 
A special plaque in honor of the celebrati on, and a week of 
special services commemorated the occasion.

Pastor Jeremy 
and Heidi Turner 
welcomed Mollie 
Elizabeth Jing Xiu 
Turner into their family 
on July 16, 2012. They 
offi  cially started the 
internati onal adopti on 
process in February 
2011, received Zheng, 
Jing Xiu’s referral fi le on December 27, 2011, and left  for Taiyuan 
City, Shanxi, China on July 11, 2012. They returned from China 
on July 27, 2012. Mollie Elizabeth is 3 years old with a beauti ful 
personality and smile that will light up a room. She joins brother 
Taylor, 15 and sister Kennedy, 13.  Grandparents are Rev. 
Thomas and Wilma Turner, Sullivan.
If you’d like to read about their journey to China, please visit 
www.mission4mollie.com.

Ezekiel John 
Hendrickson was 
born on October 17, 
2012, to Josh and Julia 
Hendrickson, weighing 
6 lbs. 11 oz. and 
measuring 
19 inches long. 

Congratulati ons 
to Pastor Judy 
Gardner and the 
church family 
at Cedar Lake 
Gateway Christi an 
Fellowship as 
they celebrated 
their 6 year 
anniversary on 
September 9. 
Pastor Dan and 
Laura Pongratz 
were present 
for the special 
service.  Thank you for contributi ng to Indiana Advance as this 
is another one of our Indiana Advance Church Planti ng Initi ati ve 
churches.

Cedar Lake Anniversary
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New pastors were welcomed at the District Offi  ce on 
November 15. Those in att endance were (from left  to right): 
Paul Higgins, Evansville East Riverside; Damian and Shawna 
Schoonmaker, Noblesville New Life; Michael Becht, Scott sburg 
New Life; Darrell and Pamela Rice, Evansville Good Shepherd 
North; Danny Garza, East Chicago Freedom; and Shawn and 
Heather Riggs, Terre Haute Victory Christi an.

Pastor Shawn and Heather Riggs were installed as the new 
pastors at Terre Haute Victory Christi an Center on November 4, 
2012 at a special consecrati on service.

Derek and Jordan Britt , Chi Alpha directors at Indiana 
University, bapti zed 11 students just a few feet from Showalter 
fountain in the center of the Indiana University campus on 
October 23, 2012 as hundreds of people walked by.

Jasper Victory Temple celebrated their 25th Anniversary on 
November 18, 2012. All of the former pastors and the current 
pastor att ended the celebrati on, including Pastor John and Cyndi 
Thomas, Pastor Sam and Kay Hart, Pastor Steve and Judy Gates 
and current Pastor Joel and Kim Rivera.

With Christ...
Rev. Jack Darrell Johnson, Sr., 
87, went to be with Christ 
on November 25, 2012. He 
pastored several churches 
in Missouri, Indiana and 
Kentucky. He was reti red, but 
sti ll doing chaplain work at 
the ti me of his death.

Pastor Bryan and Tiff any Courtney were installed as the new 
pastors at Lafayett e Mt. Hope Church on November 11, 2012 at a 
special consecrati on service.


