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This is a Test
Th e Holy Spirit gave me three verses to emphasize in 2012.
 1. LUKE 10:27 - “So he answered and said, you shall love 
the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.”
 Th e word “love” is used approximately 700 times in the 
Bible and “heart” over 850 times. Th e word heart is used 
in the KJV and NIV in every book of the Bible except fi ve 
(Micah, Titus,  I and II John, and Jude). 
 Th e Assemblies of God is 98 years old. We must take 
serious the warning given the Ephesus church born in 
revival, “… yet I hold this against you: you have forsaken 
your fi rst love” (Revelation 2:4).  
 I Corinthians 13:13 - “And now these three remain: faith, 
hope and love; but the greatest of these is love.” Galatians 5 
talks about the Fruit of the Spirit and “love” encompasses 

all the fruit that should be in our 
lives. 
   Deuteronomy 6:5 - “Love the 
LORD your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength. Th ese 
commandments that I give you 
today are to be upon your hearts. 
Impress them on your children.”

 2. EPHESIANS 5:26-27 - “Husbands, love your wives, 
just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for 
her… So husbands ought to love their own wives as their 
own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.”
 Titus 2:4 - “Admonish the young women to love their 
husbands, to love their children” (NKJV). In today’s world 
we oft en hear people say, ”Th is is my body;  I can do with it 
what I want.”
 Th at is not true because I Corinthians 6:19 says “Or do you 
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your 
own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God 
in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.”
 I Corinthians 7:4 - “Th e wife does not have authority 
over her own body, but the husband does. And likewise the 
husband does not have authority over his own body, but the 
wife does.”

 

3. MALACHI 4:5-6 – “And 
he will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers. Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.”
 Colossians 3:18-4:1 - “Wives, submit to your husbands, 
as it is fi tting in the Lord. Husbands love your wives and 
do not be harsh with them. Children, obey your parents in 
everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers do not embitter 
your children, or they will become discouraged.”

 

Th e Bible is fi lled with challenges 
and warnings that there are exams 
and tests in this life.
 Who gives those exams?  I Corinthians 11:28, 31-32 - “A 
man ought to examine himself … but if we judged ourselves, 
we would not come under judgment.”
 II Corinthians 13:5 - “Examine yourselves to see whether 
you are in the faith; test yourselves.”
We are encouraged to not be disqualifi ed. I Corinthians 9:27 
says “But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, 
lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become 
disqualifi ed.” Th ere is coming a day to all of us when the 
exam or test will be given by Jesus.
 Jesus will not grade on the curve. He will not poll our 
community to see if we are more righteous than others. His 
standard is perfection (maturity).
 II  Corinthians 5:10 - “For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due 
him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”
 Th ere is a test day coming; it will be an open book test.  All 
that has been hidden will be brought to light (Ecclesiastes 
12:14; I Corinthians 3:13-15). Jesus will examine the very 
motives of my heart according to I Corinthians 4:5.
 Will Jesus exam my public life? I am sure he will; but I 
believe the greater exam will be over my personal intimacy 
with Him, with my spouse, and children. I will give account 
for my private life possibly more than my public life.
 I Chronicles 29:17 - “I know, my God, that you test the 
heart, and are pleased with integrity.”
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 At District Council, on Tuesday, May 
22nd, following a powerful message 
on the call of God to ministry by our 
former superintendent, Charles Crank, 
the council recognized those completing 
a level at the Indiana School of Ministry 
(ISOM) (see photos on the Ministerial 
Development page in this issue), those 
receiving a certifi ed minister certifi cate 
during the past year, and those receiving 
a ministry license during the past year. 
Pictured below are those license recipients 
who were present at district council and 
received a “servant’s towel.”
 Th e highlight of the evening, as always, 
was the ordination service. When following 
a scriptural pattern, the Lord honors 
our obedience and bestows blessing. Th e 
ordination candidates (pictured), had 
hands laid upon them by the presbytery in 
recognition of the call of God upon their 
lives and in recognition of their proven 
and mature ministries. Ordination is not merely a rite or a 
ceremony with little meaning. Ordination is a scriptural rite 
with great signifi cance and blessing. Nearly every minister 
reports a sense of heightened anointing and a feeling of the 
signifi cance of the ordination ceremony in his/her life and 
ministry.

 Th ose with proven ministry, actively engaged in 
vocational ministry, and having held ministry license for 
at least two years prior to the ordination service, must 
enter the ordination process no later than October of this 
year.  For more information on credentialing or ordination, 
contact the district secretary’s offi  ce for details. 

Ordination Class
of 2012

Those receiving ministry license in the past year receiving their servants towel at District Council.

Front Row (left  to right): Tiff any Pearman, Indianapolis; Chuck Rogers, Delphi; 
Jeff rey Williams, Winamac; Shawn Riggs, Terre Haute; Michael Lyle, Terre Haute; 
Don Giff ord, superintendent; Ron Hawkins, assistant superintendent; David Delp, 
executi ve secretary; Charles Crank, former superintendent and guest speaker; 
Wayne Benson, guest speaker; and Ron Bontrager. Back Row (left  to right): Thomas 
McCullum, Clarksville; Carl Lamb, Anderson; Brian Jenkins, Union City; Douglas 
Harris, Avilla; Ken Grace, LaPorte; Jeremiah Gibbs, Indianapolis; Ryan Forgey, 
Jasonville; Michelle Forgey, Jasonville; and Cindy Fleig, Indianapolis
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We have fi nished up another great season of Bible Quiz over the 
book of Hebrews. Our students did an amazing job and there is 
a great spirit of family unity and enthusiasm among our quizzers 
across the state. Congratulations to those teams who placed at 
State Finals and who represented us at Regionals.  

Fine Arts Students ministered to the glory of God as they 
developed their gift s in the areas of music, 
drama, art, and communication in April!  
Our Indiana Fine Arts Festival continues to 
be a highlight of the year!  Below are just a 
few of those who received a superior with 
invitation rating.  Nationals will be held in 
Louisville, KY on August 6-10.

Th ank you for your continued faithfulness and eff ort in 
raising SPEED-THE-LIGHT dollars for our missionaries! Our 
Superintendent Pastor Don Giff ord and his wife Diane continue 
to lead in this area by raising $ for STL as they run/walk in the 
Indianapolis Mini-Marathon. THANK YOU for giving to STL!!

September 6-7, 2012 

Host Church: Plainfi eld Journey ChurchHost Church: Plainfi eld Journey Church
Register online at www.indianaag.org Register online at www.indianaag.org 

….relationships
….ideas
….strategies
….encouragement

Fine Arts Highlights

Congratulations to Bible Quiz Finalists
A League

1st  South Bend Southgate
2nd Fort Wayne Southwest
3rd  Franklin First Examples

B League
1st  Pendleton Rock

2nd Franklin First Norwhals
3rd  New Whiteland Grace

Middle School
1st  Elkhart Calvary  -  2nd Fort Wayne Southwest  -  3rd  Indy Calvary

Speed-The-Light Missions

Top 10 “A” League Top 10 “B” League Top 10 “Middle School” League
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Two New Churches Planted in Indiana
 Pastor Bucky and Linda Farrell are our newest church 
planters. Bedford New Life is a PIC (Planter Initiated 
Church). Th ey held their fi rst service in their new location,
Imagination Station, which is a local day care.  Pastor Bucky 
was excited as two people gave their hearts to Jesus!!

 Good Shepherd North 
is our newest PAC (Parent 
Affi  liated Church). Pastor 
Darrell and Pam Rice came 
out of the original Good 
Shepherd congregation. 
Th is church plant is the fulfi llment of a vision birthed in 
Pastor Glyn Pfohl’s heart years ago. Good Shepherd North 
had their grand opening on Easter Sunday. Th ere were 
43 in attendance and fi ve people committed their lives to 
the Lord.

 Th e church in Haubstadt had closed and the building was 
going to be sold. Pastor Scott Burr, following the leading of 
the Spirit, called the offi  ce and inquired about the building. 
Th ere was a couple he had raised up to plant a church. Our 
fi rst PAC (Parent Affi  liated Church) was born. Pastor Scott 

and his congregation cleaned, painted, landscaped and 
the church was reopened. Th at was three years ago. Th is 
month, New Life Community Church, pastored by Dustin 
McCandless, will become a self-governing General Council 
church.

This is How it is Supposed to Work...

Parent Affi  liated Church (PAC)
1. Th e pastor of the local church 
 campus brings the message.
2. Local church campus pastor 
 performs all pastoral functions.
3. Initially governed by the parent 
 church constitution and bylaws. If 
 desired, a plan may be in place for  
 the local church to become 
 self-governing when certain 
 predetermined criteria have 
 been met.
4. Initially all local campus assets are  
 a part of the parent church. If   

 desired, a plan may be in place for  
 all assets to be transferred to the 
 local campus if and when it 
 becomes self governing. 

Parent Affi  liated Satellite (PAS)
1. Lead pastor from parent church 
 brings the message whether in 
 person, video, live streaming or 
 other method.
2. Satellite campus pastor performs all 
 other pastoral functions.
3. Governance falls under the 
 constitution and bylaws of the 

 parent church.
4. All assets remain under the 
 governance of the parent church.
5. Leadership, governance and assets 
 will remain under the direction of 
 the parent church or until such time 
 as the parent church releases them.

Planter Initiated Church (PIC)
1. Planting pastor brings the message.
2. Governance is defi ned by the 
 Indiana District Assemblies of God 
 Constitution and Bylaws for District 
 Affi  liated Churches.

Church Planting Initiative Available Options

For more church planting information, contact the church development office at 

churchdev@indianaag.org
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Reignite TrainingsReignite Trainings

Call (317) 872-9812 to Register, 
or visit us online at ce.indianaag.org

Introducing ISOM
Children’s Ministry Track

for 2012-2013
We are excited to off er an opportunity for Children’s 

Pastors and leaders to get training through a specialized 
Children’s Ministry Track in ISOM! Whether you are 
interested in pursuing your credentials or just looking 
to improve yourself and your ministry, this is a great 
opportunity.  Interact with veterans in Children’s 
Ministry, while building your network with other 
children’s workers.  

Introduction to Children’s Ministry (CM 401)
Eff ective Children’s Ministry (CM 402)

Th eology of Prayer (ORD 309)
Relationships & Ethics in Ministry (CERT 108)

Reaching Today’s Child (CM 403)
Intro. to Pentecostal Doctrine (CERT 102)

Confl ict Management (LIC 209) 
Leadership for Children’s Ministry (CM 404)

Visit isom.indianaag.org for more 
information and registration.

On May 19th Christian Education training took place in fi ve diff erent 
areas of our state. Under the theme of Reignite, 17 churches sent nearly 90 
individuals for training to reignite our desire for discipleship. In addition 
to providing training, one of the goals for this day was to provide quality 
training at an aff ordable price and within an hour of every church location 
in our state. Watch for future training days and topics at a location near you.   
You can fi nd these as they become available on the Christian Education 
website at www.ceindiana.org  
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  We wanted to take 
a moment and say 
thank you. We are on 
the ground in South 
Africa. Th rough 
your faithfulness in 
prayers and giving, 
God has raised our 
budget and we are 
settling in to life 
here. Th ank you to 
the youth of Indiana 
for buying our STL 
vehicle and to the 
children for raising 

BGMC money to purchase our laptop computer. We would 
not be able to do the ministry God has called us to without 
your faithfulness in giving as well as prayers for our family.  
 
 Your missionaries to South Africa
 Scott, Erin, Tyler and Conner Pongratz

Pongratzes Receive 
Speed The Light Vehicle

 As of January 31, 2012, Larry and Arlene Stevens retired from missionary status. 
Larry and Arlene were appointed as Assemblies of God missionaries to Africa in 
1975. Before their appointment, the Stevenses ministered in Marion, Indiana. For 
more than 35 years God has opened a variety of doors for the Stevenses in Africa. 
Th ey have served in Malawi, Tanzania, and Botswana. Since 2009 they have worked 
with AGWM’s Strategic Missionary Resources. Whether they were participating in 
evangelism outreaches, planting and building churches, developing and printing 
materials, or beginning ministries to people with AIDS, they trained, mentored, and 
empowered nationals who sensed God’s call to ministry.
  Th eir godly lives and dedicated ministry have positively infl uenced many people, 
both in the United States and abroad. We pray that God will bless them, give them 
health and continue to use them during their retirement years! Indiana loves and 
honors you for your sacrifi ce through the years!! 

Missionaries Retire After 37 Years on the Field

Introducing Candidate 
Missionaries

Bill and Melissa Chappel - Candidate Career Missionary 
to India - wmchappel@gmail.com  574.835.5501

Kelly Delp
Candidate Career 
Missionary 
to Paris, France
kadelp@gmail.com
317.695.6942

On June 28th, 2012  Kelly Delp and Bill and Melissa Chappell 
will be commissioned as Career Missionaries. Kelly Delp will 
be returning to Paris, France where she has just completed 

(with “outstanding” reviews) her two 
year term as a Missionary Associate.  
Th e Chappell’s have three children 
and feel the Lord calling them to go 
to India.  Th ey have been pastoring 
in Rochester since 2006. 
 Our Indiana District Family of 
Churches and Pastors have done 
such a great job in supporting our 
Indiana Missionary Family around 
the world.  May the Lord bless your 
eff orts as we fulfi ll this year’s World 
Missions theme “So all can hear!”  
Both of these Career Missionaries 
have the District’s full support and 
prayers! 
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ISOM Completes Third Year, 
Graduates 31 Students and Is Excited to Begin 
New Children’s Ministry Certificate in the Fall
 During the June ISOM, 31 students completed a level or 
certifi cate solely through ISOM and six students completed 
a study level through an ISOM/Berean combination. It was 
a wonderful time to celebrate the hard work and sacrifi ce of 
our students and we are very proud of what each of them have 
accomplished. 
 Two students completed the new Certifi cate in Biblical 
Studies track. We also recognized four graduates completing all 

three levels entirely through ISOM with a personalized bible.  
 God has continued to bless and grow the Indiana School of 
Ministry over the past three years and we rejoice together in 
what God has done.  We believe that this upcoming 2012-2013 
school year will bring more growth as we begin our Children’s 
Ministry track.  (See the Christian Education page for the list 
of courses.)  Registration begins June 15, 2012 for all levels and 
certifi cates.

Certi fi ed Level Graduates

Licensed Level Graduates

Ordained Level Graduates

Certi fi cate in Biblical Studies 
Graduates

Students who completed all three levels

ISOM/Berean Graduates

Graduati on celebrati on table

Online 
Registrati on 

Open June 15th

isom.indianaag.org
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Women’s Spiritual Encounter 2012

2013 Nigeria Trip Planned
 In March of 2013 we will be taking a team to fi nish the 
Christian orphanage being built in Uyo, Nigeria.  Th e items 
from the container we are fi lling will be used to set up the 
orphanage and we will paint and make things ready for 
the kids! Th e tentative dates of the trip are March 26-April 
25, 2013 (Th ese dates may change a day or two either way 
according to airline schedules). Th e cost of the trip is $2800. 
If you are interested in joining us, you can download an 
application at wms.indianaag.org or call 317-872-9812. 

 Northern Spiritual Encounter, April 27-28, 2012, was an exciting weekend with incredible 
encounters with God! Paula Gallaway and the worship team from Marion Lighthouse 
Assembly of God led us to the throne with inspired praise and worship and Susanne Cox 
brought us the Word on a powerful way.  We also had times of fun and fellowship while eating 
cheese fries at the Concession Barn, doing late night Zumba, and shopping at the Missions 
Boutique on Saturday morning.  It was a  great weekend! We are expecting Southern Spiritual 
Encounter to be just as awesome!

Indiana Women Helping Henryville Rebuild

Helping a family!

Filling a dumpster!

 Women from across Indiana met in Henryville, 
Indiana, on June 4-5 to help with tornado recovery in 
whatever way was needed.  We had the opportunity 
to help families whose homes were destroyed and 
had to be torn down or were in the process of 
being repaired, go through skids of donated food 
and pack boxes for families who are in need,  sort 
donated clothing, remove debris, stack fi rewood, fi ll 
a dumpster with debris, and make special friends! 
Many people in Henryville lost everything, but 
they are being shown the love of God through His 
children who are caring for their needs.

A few of the team with 
Rich Cheek, pastor of 
Henryville Community 
Church.

Working in the 
warehouse!

Nigeria Orphanage Project
 Missions is a big part of who we are as a fellowship. Our 
command is to “go into all the world and preach the gospel to 
all creation” (Mark 16:15), and although it is not possible for 
all of us to physically go, we can all be involved in equipping 
the people who go and the ministries they establish. 
 A Christian orphanage is being built in Uyo, Nigeria, for 
children that are left  parentless or abandoned by AIDs and 
poverty. Th is will off er a wonderful 
opportunity to shape a tragic life 
into one of hope and purpose! Th e 
women of Indiana are sending a 
container full of items to furnish 
the orphanage and we need your 
help. Th ere are many large items 
that funds are needed to purchase. 
Th ere are also many smaller items 
that need to be adopted.   Contact 
us if you can help or would like more information on items 
needed. Please consider helping...everyone giving even a 
little can change a child’s life forever!

Funds are needed for:
bunk beds
matt resses

cribs
crib matt resses
changing tables

tables
chairs

high chairs
staff  apartment furniture

paint for the building 

Brett  and Susan 
VanderMolen,

Missionaries to Cambodia,
in the Martha Room.

Girls Retreat was a great success!  
Girls from all over Indiana met to 
play games, swim, learn about Paris 
from missionary Kelly Delp, and hear 

the Word of God brought to life by Pasta Roni and Friends. 
Th e worship band made up of past Missionettes, did an 
awesome job of leading the girls into worship. Th e whole 
weekend was topped off  by our Honor Recognition, which 
included 3 Gold Medalists this year!  Congratulations girls!

Girls Retreat 2012
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2012 Extreme Camps
Lake Placid Rangers 

Campground
Hartf ord City, IN
July 27-29, 2012

www.inrangers.org

Lake Placid Conference Center Work Day
 Men and women from two of our churches, Logansport 
Life Gate Church and North Manchester Sweetwater 
Assembly of God, came together the fi rst weekend of June 
to meet a need at the district campground. Th e boat dock 
was extremely dilapidated and has desperately needed 
replacing for the last few years. Quotes to have this done 
were over $10,000. Th ese two groups purchased the 
materials and provided the labor to replace the dock. While 
at the campground they also replaced rotted wood on the 
deck around the cafeteria, replaced a roof on one of the 
cabins and did general cleanup around the campground. It 
was a great weekend of fun, camping and fellowship, while 
providing a vital ministry to the kingdom of God.

For info and to register visit: For info and to register visit: 
www.inhonorbound.orgwww.inhonorbound.org
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Worship

Prayer Model

Prayer Model Prayer Model

Ron Hawkins, re-elected 
Assistant Superintendent

David Snodderly, 
recogniti on of service as 
Northeast Executi ve Presbyter

Chad McAtee, newly elected 
Northeast Executi ve Presbyter

David Delp (Barney Fife)

Merit Fine Arts Ensemble, Indianapolis Calvary

Nathan Giff ord (sax)

Pastoral Heritage
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Altar Time

Rev. Wayne Benson, Monday night speaker

Senior’s Breakfast

Senior’s Breakfast

Superintendent’s Message

Shawn Riggs family, Ordinati on

Michael Lyle family, Ordinati on
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STL churches receiving awards

IDAG Administrati ve Assistants

Cindy Fleig’s ordinati on, with her 
husband Karl

IDAG Executi ve Presbytery

Minister’s wives enjoying fellowship
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2012 Ordinati on class and spouses

James Rickman, 50 years ordained

Paul Strietelmeier, 50 years ordained

Charles Crank, 50 years ordained

Recepti on for Rev. Charles and Jan Crank

Cranks and Giff ords

James Palmer, 50 years ordained

Scott  Temple, missions banquet 
speaker
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Sophie Grace Rowe was 
born on March 19, 2012, 
to Aaron and Nicole Rowe, 
weighing 7 lbs. 6 1/4 oz. and 
measuring 20 inches long. 
She was dedicated on Sunday, 
June 10 by Rev. Dan Pongratz.

Silas Micah Watkins was 
born on May 4, 2012, to Ben 
and Michal Dawn Watkins, 
weighing 9 lbs. 1 oz. and 
measuring 21 inches long. 

With Christ...
Rev. Robert Ferguson, 89, went 
to be with Christ on April 23, 
2012. He pastored several 
churches throughout his 50 
year career and spent his 
reti rement years in Columbus, 
Indiana.

Pastor Adam and Kristi n 
Detamore celebrati ng the Five 
Year Anniversary of ReaLife 
in Greenfi eld. They began 
with 13 people in their home. 
Today the church is averaging 
300.  Great job to Pastor 
Adam and Kristi n.

West Lafayette Connection Point Dedicates Facility

Connecti on Point dedicati on 
held on March 18, 2012 with 
former pastor of nine years, 
Pastor Don Osten; present 
pastor for 14 years, Pastor Ted 
Brust; and founding pastor of 
fi ve years, Pastor Bill McKee.

New Arrivals
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New Pastor’s were 
welcomed at the District 
Offi  ce on May 31, 2012. 
Those in att endance were: 
Jeff rey and Teri Ann Williams, 
Winamac; Farrell and Linda 
Lou Charles, Bedford New 
Life; Ben and Michal Dawn 
Watkins, Marion Calvary; and 
Victor and Margaret Johnson, 
Cloverdale.

Pastor Victor and Margaret Johnson of Cloverdale on April 22nd.

Pastor Ben and Michal Dawn Watkins of Marion Calvary on 
March 25th.

Pastor Michael and Natalie Becht of Scott sburg New Life on 
April 29th.

Pastor Bill and Carolyn Hyde of Beech Grove Faith on June 2nd.

Four Indiana Churches Celebrate the Installation of New Pastors


