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SUPERINTENDENT   DONALD G. GIFFORD

THE DEVIL WANTS TO DEVOUR YOU -- 
WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO ABOUT IT?

     I began preaching at about 16 years  
          of age. At age 21, I became a youth  
    pastor. At age 25, I served as lead pastor at the  
        same church for 26 years. I was ordained in the 
Assemblies of God at age 26. It was during that time frame, after 
21+ years of pastoring, I became discouraged and mildly depressed. 
It was three cycles of seven that I had not practiced sabbath rest or 
learned to say “no” … being more married to the ministry than I 
should have been. It was at a prayer summit when a prophetic Word 
was given to me that I would finish strong. I later learned from Acts 
20:24 that I could finish strong with joy! I was introduced to Steve 
Farrar’s book “Finishing Strong” and read that one out of ten who 
start out in full-time service for the Lord at age 21, were still on 
track at age 65. I thought to myself, could that be true??  
 1. They are shot down morally.
 2. They are shot down with discouragement. (Today we have  
  many discouraged ministers and some have quit the ministry,  
  and others would quit if they had something else to do).
 3. They are shot down with liberal theology. Sometimes  
  we stuff our heads with knowledge of the Bible and never  
  get to know the author, or experience salvation, the baptism  
  of the Holy Spirit, being used in spiritual gifts, and many no  
  longer believe in the Blessed Hope or the Rapture.
 4. They get obsessed with making money. Then I remembered  
  that of the 12 spies sent to view the Promised Land; only two  
  made it in. I also thought of the ten lepers Jesus healed and  
  only one foreigner returned to give Jesus thanks. 
 I have learned it is the teachable person who finishes strong, not 
the person who thinks they know it all. Well, I made the top ten 
percent and I am 70 years old – my race isn’t finished. The enemy, 
the devil, is still trying to devour or swallow me up as his prey. 
 Reading the last chapter “So What Now?” from “Dangerous 
Calling” by David Tripp, led me to I Peter 5:6-11. David gives five 
directives from this passage:
 1. Know your place. My past ministry and future ministry were  
  never and will never be mine. Ministry has never been or  
  ever will be about building my own kingdom and desiring  
  to be the king. It is His ministry and Jesus is the King. In  
  our position of leadership, influence, and becoming notable  
  we are called to “humble ourselves under the mighty hand of  
  God.” We are fighting the devil, not fighting for our place,  
  position, or against other people.  
 2. Ministry is not always comfortable or predictable, and at  
  times is extremely hard. When you feel Jesus is asleep in  
  your boat, do not forget you are never alone. It will be worth  
  it all when we see Jesus!  
 3. Take seriously the ministry you are in, whether it is  

  vocational or in the marketplace. The Word is telling us, and  
  the Holy Spirit is still reminding, there is a real devil who  
  wants to take you out no matter how long you have been a  
  Christian or how old you are. Longevity does not put you in a  
  position where you will not be attacked. 
 4. Resist the devil, no matter what! Be steadfast in the faith.  
  Stand firm against him. He is NO match for the Holy Spirit  
  in you and the Word of God that comes out of your mouth.  
  Do not listen to the devil’s lies that you are the only one  
  under attack, and the only one going through these hard  
  trials. Elijah, being depressed said, “I’m the only one still  
  standing” and God said I have 7,000 beside you! 
 5. Trust God’s sanctifying grace. May I never look horizontally  
  for what I have already been given vertically. Don’t allow the  
  enemy to drag you through the mud of your past! You are  
  forgiven and wear the robe of Christ’s righteousness. Do  
  not listen to the lie that you messed up so bad, it can’t be  
  fixed -- that you’re a failure as a believer, as a parent, as a  
  spouse, or as a minister.

How will we continually defeat the devil?
 1. Humble yourself. Allow Him to exalt you. Don’t fight for  
  position or titles; but be a humble servant.
 2. Cast all your cares, worries and anxieties upon Him. Why?  
  Because He cares for you. He is concerned about you. 
 3. Be sober (I Peter 5:8). Be temperate, be self-controlled, be  
  watchful. Do not get comfortable, but be on alert, as we are  
  in a war.
 4. Be vigilant. Be on your guard. Be attentive and watchful.  
  Be on the lookout. Do not coast through any stop signs  
  because the devil wants to broad side you. The devil is on the  
  prowl like a roaring lion, looking to catch you off guard.
 5. Resist steadfastly and take your stand. You are not in the  
  fight alone. We need community and the body of Christ. Our  
  online services are good; but it is time for the body to  
  embrace one another, to come back together in person,  
  praying for and encouraging each other. 
 I close with Rick Renner’s Confession for Today:
“I declare that I have confessed all my past sins and mistakes. 
Therefore, I am forgiven; I am clean; and I am free in the sight 
of the Lord. He does not hold my past against me. He is my 
Redeemer, my Restorer, my Deliverer, and my Salvation. His 
Spirit is operating in me right now to get me out of every mess I 
have created, both intentionally and unintentionally. My heart is 
repentant, and my desire is to live right. Therefore, God is helping 
me walk out of the problems that have tried to grip my mind and 
my life! In Jesus name!!”
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY   CHAD MCATEE

UPCOMING CREDENTIALING DATES  
Certified, Licensed, and Ordained

Late March – Certified and License applications sent out
June 1 – Credential Orientation 

(First-time applicants for Certified or Licensed only)

July 13, 2023 – Certified & License Credential  
Exams and Interviews.

 
Ordination Applications for May 2024 

will be sent late summer 2023
 

Please contact Credentials Specialist,  
Susie Bradley (secretariat@indianaag.org) to let her know  

if you are interested or if you have any questions.

 I am sure when the 300 men and women gathered together in 
1914, in Hot Springs, Arkansas, to lay the foundation for the 
Assemblies of God, they could not have imagined what we would 
become. Today, 109 years later, we are almost 90 million strong, 
serving people around the world. Praise God for Pentecostal men 
and women, who were not ashamed of the gospel or the power of 
Pentecost. Because of the foundation that was laid out for us, we are 
running wide open, others fasted, prayed, went, sacrificed, gave, etc. 
Now is not the time to back off; to allow culture to intimidate, hide 
Pentecost, or step off the track and watch. Our spiritual forefathers 
and mothers had a passion and grit to take the gospel around the 
world to see the lost saved, and for that I am thankful.
 Pastor, will you help send missionaries around the world? Will 
you release generosity in your congregation and allow people to give 
like they have never given before? Will you come up with a strategic 
plan on how your church can send more missionaries this year? The 
world is looking for truth and we can deliver it, by sending Holy 
Spirit led and inspired people to the far places of the world, cities 
in Europe, Central America, inner cities, or college campuses right 
here in Indiana.
 Pastor, will you preach on the “Call of God”? Declare to your 
people that God is calling some of them to the five-fold ministry, 
to be used to reach the lost who have never heard about the saving 
grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! Share with them the call 
of Jeremiah, “I knitted and formed you together in your mother’s 
womb”… and of Isaiah, “I saw the Lord high and lifted up”… and 
Peter, James, and John, “Follow me and I will make you fishers of 
men!” God has a plan and he wants to use you, pastor, to declare 
over your people!
 Pastor, will you take your people on a missions trip? Nothing 
births a desire for missions like being on a missions trip. It doesn’t 

matter if you go to one of the 
cities here in the U.S. or to Asia, 
South America, or Haiti. Seeing 
people, getting a taste for how 
they live, and teaming with a missionary 
births something that watching a three-minute 
video can’t do. Will you take the time to invest in your people, and 
go serve with one of our incredible missionaries for a week or two? 
Serve and love on people that you don’t know and don’t understand 
to release the Kingdom of God in their lives. You might not know 
what you are eating, but the lives of the people you are serving and 
the people you brought with you will be changed.
 In 1914, the Assemblies of God was birthed to be a missions 
movement to take the gospel around the world. Let’s not be the 
generation that lets our forefathers and mothers down and stops the 
ball rolling. Let’s fast, pray, send and go, because there are eight 
billion people that need the love and grace of Jesus! Let’s Roll!

JUST A REMINDER...LET’S ROLL!
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CHURCH DEVELOPMENT & MEN’S MINISTRIES  JEFF CARLSON 

CHURCH PLANT HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2022
                                       Heath and Ashley             
                                     Kain planted  
                                  LaGrange Fountain  
                             Church on Easter  
                       Sunday. They have been 
experiencing a wonderful presence of the 
Lord and incredible ministry by the Holy 
Spirit in their services. Fountain Church 
is the only Assemblies of God church in 
LaGrange County.

Max and Kiesha Southern planted 
Shelbyville The Ville Church. The church 
launched strong with over 200 in their 
initial service and have experienced great 
impact in the community. God is moving 
through The Ville! This church is the 
only Assemblies of God church in Shelby 
County.

Ethnic Church 
Plants Coming 
in 2023
Abiodun (Paul) 
and Omolola 
Adeyemo will 
plant Flair of 
Hope Church on 
the West side of 
Indianapolis or 
into Hendricks 
County in 2023. 
Pastor Paul and 
Omolola are wonderful people and have 
been attending Indianapolis Lakeview 
Church for several years. God will use this 
church to reach many for the Kingdom of 
God!
 
Alex and Silvia 
Herrera will be 
relocating to 
Indiana from San 
Antonio, Texas to 
plant a Spanish 
speaking church in 
the Greater Lafayette area. Pastor Alex and 
his family come to us with an incredible 
track record of successful ministry. We 
can’t wait to get them started!

Zavier and Lizadia Agosto are leading 
Indianapolis The Oasis church, formerly 
Grace en Espanol, to new places. This 
church has been a ministry of Greenwood 
Grace Assembly 
of God for many 
years but is now 
launching out as 
their own new 
church plant on 
the East Side of 
Indy. Through the 
gracious efforts of 
The Assembly on Post Road, The Oasis has 
found new life and new digs as they further 
the reach of the Kingdom to Spanish 
speakers in Indianapolis.
 
Your Indiana Advance giving is paving 
the way for these church plants in 2022-
2023 and many more to come. THANK 
YOU for your faithful giving to the 
Indiana District’s efforts to multiply the 
Kingdom of God throughout the Hoosier 
state.

Counties still in need of an Assemblies 
of God Church: Benton, Union, Ohio, 
Switzerland, Rush, Brown, Perry, and 
Spencer Counties. Please contact Jeff 
Carlson if you may be interested in 
reaching into these unreached places.
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MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT   CHAD MCATEE

Course Schedule for 2023NIVEL UNO
ATENCION: FECHAS DIFERENTES

FECHAS DE 
CLASES

NIVEL DOS NIVEL TRES

Iglesias Empoderadas del Espíritu
CERT 110S - Ago. 20, 2022

Ago. 27, 2022 Introducción a la Homilética
LIC 205S

El Pentateuco
ORD 303S

Introducción al Nuevo Testamento
CERT 111S - Sep. 24, 2022

Sep. 17, 2022 Hechos 
LIC 210S

Consejería Pastoral
ORD 311S

Introducción a la Hermenéutica
CERT 105S - Oct. 22, 2022

Oct. 15, 2022 Romanos
LIC 204S

Teología de la Oración
y la Adoración

ORD 301S

La Vida de Cristo
CERT 101S - Nov. 12, 2022

Nov. 5, 2022 Liderazgo Efectivo
LIC 208S

Aplicaciones Prácticas
del Ministerio

ORD 312S

Introducción a la 
Doctrina Pentecostal

CERT 102S - Dic. 10, 2022

Dic. 3, 2022 Manejo del Conflicto
LIC 209S

Los Libros Poéticos
ORD 304S

Introducción al Antiguo  
Testamento

CERT 112S - Ene. 21, 2023

Ene. 28, 2023 Iglesia Local en el Evangelismo
LIC 211S

Administración, Leyes y 
Finanzas de la Iglesia

ORD 310S

Relaciones y la Ética
en el Ministerio

CERT 108S - Feb. 18, 2023

Feb. 25, 2023 Escatología
LIC 206S

Predicando en un Mundo
Contemporáneo 

ORD 305S

Introducción a la Teología
CERT 113S - Mar. 18, 2023

Mar. 25, 2023 Epístolas de la Prisión
LIC 212S

El Ministerio Pastoral
ORD 307S

Historia, Misiones y
Organización de las AD

CERT 107S - Abril 15, 2023

Abril 22, 2023 Introducción a las Misiones 
de las Asambleas de Dios

LIC 207S

Los Corintios
ORD 302S

Horario del Curso para el 
2022-2023

El horario de la clase es de 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.
**Los interinatos son requeridos SOLO para aquellos que están buscando la acreditación ministerial.
Puede ver la información del interinato en el website de ISOM. 
** Nivel Uno - Lugar por determinarse.
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LEBLANC PASSES BATON TO AGOSTO
     On Sunday, November 6, Indianapolis The Assembly, led by Pastor 
Barry LeBlanc, and Indianapolis Iglesia Oasis, led by Pastor Zavier 
Agosto, came together to have a Legacy Service. The congregation of 
The Assembly has gifted their building and property to Oasis and are 
growing a predominantly Spanish-speaking congregation. There was 
a beautiful spirit and strong presence of God in this service. Pastor 
Barry’s message, “Miracle Leftovers,” spoke loudly to everyone that 
day. “There is a miracle in our lunch box.” When we give it, God 
blesses it, multiplies it, and the overflow of the miracle continues 
well after the initial miracle took place. He referred to the gift The 
Assembly was giving was what was in their lunchbox for God to 
multiply. So many nations and people will be receiving from this 
miracle for years and years to come. Terry Cummins sang a beautiful 
special song. Communion was distributed by both pastors and the 
baton was officially passed that day. Pastor Zavier gave thanks and 
shared what God had placed in his heart for the future, while honoring 
The Assembly’s past. 

Upon dismissal, both groups ate together 
in the fellowship hall and got to know each  
other. In the beginning of 2023, both 
congregations will come together again for Oasis 
to properly honor Pastor Barry and the congregation.
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STUDENT MINISTRIES  CHAD MCATEE

SURGE YOUTH CONVENTION...
EXCEEDED OUR EXPECTATIONS
     Many are testifying across Indiana that the 
2022 SURGE Youth Convention exceeded all 
expectations! We rejoice that over 1,100 students and 
leaders gathered at Fort Wayne First Assembly to take 
part in the unique and incredibly anointed presence 
that even now continues to impact youth groups 
across Indiana.
 Our heartfelt thanks go to Evangelist Tim Enloe 
who preached the Word and taught so fearlessly 

about the Holy Spirit, along with Ken Grace and 
the worship team from LaPorte AG, who led us in 
incredible, anointed worship. Special thanks to Justin 
Smith who challenged us during our annual Speed the 
Light Goal Rush service where students and leaders 
made commitments to take Speed the Light to the 
next level. Sincere thanks also to all those leaders 
who are praying, believing, and dreaming with us for 
greater things here in Indiana!



STUDENT MINISTRIES
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Called Conference ..................................................January 20-21

District Ranger Derby ............................................February 25

NextGen Pastors Retreat ......................................March 10-11

Fine Arts Festival .....................................................April 15

Teen Camp 1 (Ricky Spindler) ..............................June 5-9

Teen Camp 2 (Ricky Spindler) ..............................June 12-16

Teen Camp 3 (David Dodd) ...................................June 19-23

Teen Camp 4 (Justin Smith) ..................................June 26-30

Teen Camp 5 (Justin Smith) ..................................July 1-5

Kids Camp 1 (Kyle Jorris) .......................................July 5-8

Kids Camp 2 (Kyle Jorris) .......................................July 9-12

Kids Camp 3 (Kyle Jorris) .......................................July 12-15

TBQ, JBQ, and Ranger dates can be found on our website.

2023 NEXTGEN EVENTS

FUN ARTS / JUNIOR BIBLE QUIZ EVENT RECAP
 Our combined JBQ and Fun Arts event was held on November 5th 
at Mooresville Springhill Christian Center. We saw more participation 
than we had in 2021. Thank you to all of the Fun Arts evaluators 
and JBQ officials who showed up to volunteer and make the day so 
great for all of the kids. All of the churches who participated did such 

a wonderful job. We want to give a special thanks to our Fun Arts 
Coordinators, Zach and Lauren Gidcumb, and to our JBQ Coordinator, 
Angie Squires. Also, a great big thanks to Evan Turney and the team 
from Springhill for hosting our event. Kids are being discipled and 
trained in ministry through these two excellent ministries.
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WOMEN’S MINISTRIES  KATHY HOLDEMAN

                As we begin a New Year, we are  
                                   doing some sort of planning. Maybe  
                               this is your year to take a big trip,  
                          continue your education, start that long  
                  desired ministry. I LOVE to plan. Considering 
the potential of something or somewhere new is always 
exciting. The Word has plenty to say about our planning. 
Proverbs 21:5 (nlt), “Good planning and hard work lead 
to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.” We 
are expected to plan, but planning on its own is not enough, 
it must be followed up with hard work! This formula should 
produce prosperity. A favorite life verse for me is Proverbs 
16:9, (nlt), “We can make our plans, but the Lord 
determines our steps.” Even if we fail in our planning, we 
can trust that the Lord is ordering our steps. He has proven 
that time and time again. How about this familiar verse: 
Jeremiah 29:11, (nlt), “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and 
not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” I saw 
something new when reading this verse. GOD HAS MADE 
PLANS FOR ME! Not only do I have hints about my 
journey, but I can rest knowing He has already been there and 
He planned ahead. His plans are to give me a future and a 
hope. So, where I am now is not where I will always be.

Living in these uncertain times, 
how do we plan?
P - PREPARE - Gain all the information we can when making our 
plans. The fewer surprises the better.

L - LISTEN - If God has plans to prosper us, we better be listening 
every moment. Rarely do our plans fall into place perfectly. The 
Holy Spirit is going to guide the next step - if we are tuned in  
to Him.

A - ADJUST - There are times the initial plan must be adjusted. We 
will have to realign. There may be a detour that we need to take. 
Can we be flexible?

N - NO DOUBT - When we get a green light, it is go time!! Walk 
through the door. Take full advantage of the opportunity that we 
have been given. If God says it - GO!!!

S - STEP OUT! - I wonder how many people have journals, 
notebooks, plans, and dreams that could have changed the world-
-at least their world--but they never stepped into it? They only 
dreamed. I think of people who are still stuck at home after COVID. 
They have bought into fear and refuse to step out. They refuse to 
move forward! The verse in Joshua 18:33 - Joshua is standing with 
seven tribes and everyone else has gone into the promised land 
except these guys, and Joshua says, “How long are you going to 
wait before taking possession of the remaining land the Lord 
has given you?” Let’s not live in fear - but step into the plan.

P   L    A    N    S
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WORLD MISSIONS  JON SUSA

The following is an excerpt from the book, “God’s Love Compels Us: 
Taking the Gospel to the World” (Chapter 2 – David Platt):

 According to Paul, believing automatically leads to speaking. Possession 
of faith automatically leads to proclamation of faith. You can’t disconnect the 
two, particularly when you consider the content of faith: “knowing that he 
who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you 
into his presence” (2 Cor. 4:14). According to Paul, when you believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus, you proclaim the resurrection of Jesus. There is no such 
thing as privatized faith in a resurrected Christ. Those who believe the gospel of 
Jesus proclaim the gospel of Jesus, no matter what it costs. I believe there is a 
needed word here for us today. Privatized Christianity is a profound curse across 
our culture and our churches.
 …if Jesus did rise from the dead, if Jesus alone paid the price for man’s sin, and 
if Jesus alone conquered sin, death, and the grave, then going around the world 
and telling people about Jesus is the only thing that makes sense. If Jesus did rise 
from the dead, then it is the height of arrogance to sit quietly by while 597 million 
Hindus, Muslims, Buddhists, and Sikhs in North India go to hell. And it’s the 
epitome of hate to not sacrifice our lives to spread this good news among all the 
people we know and among every people group on the planet. When you believe 
this gospel, you speak this gospel. When you believe in the resurrection of Christ, 
you proclaim the resurrection of Christ. Privatized faith in a resurrected King is 
practically inconceivable. We believe, and so we speak.  
 All of us—church members, church leaders, and pastors—need to ask ourselves 
this question: Do we really believe this gospel? Do we really believe this good 
news, that the sovereign, holy, just, and gracious Creator of the universe has 
looked upon hopelessly sinful men and women in their rebellion and has sent 
his Son, God in the flesh, to bear his wrath against sin on the cross and to show 
his power over sin in the resurrection? He has risen from the dead! We’re not 
talking resuscitation or reincarnation. It wasn’t as if Jesus was unconscious before 
getting a vision of heaven, and then he came back to write a best-selling book 
about it. We’re talking about being killed by crucifixion, wrapped in graveclothes, 
and put in a tomb, but three days later, the tomb was empty and Jesus was alive. 
He rose from the dead, and anyone and everyone who repents and believes in him 
will be reconciled to God forever. Do we believe this?  
 If we do believe this gospel of the resurrected Christ, then we cannot sit quietly 
by in our churches while 6 thousand people groups in the world comprising 2 
billion people have never even heard it. We cannot be content to spend our 
time, our money, and our resources in our lives and in our churches on 
comfortable plans and temporal possessions when hundreds upon hundreds 
of millions of people have never even heard the news of the resurrected 
Christ. We believe, and so we are compelled to proclaim the resurrected Christ to 
unreached peoples.

GOD’S LOVE 
COMPELS US: 
TAKING THE GOSPEL 
TO THE WORLD

WORLD MISSIONARIES 
Stuart & Wendy Brown – Compassion Link 

sbrown@compassionlink.org – (417) 920-4150

Jeremy & Kali Lance – South Africa 
jeremy.lance@agwmafrica.org – (812) 664-6534

Zach & Shellie Maddox – Arab World 
zach@oikosmail.com – (765) 490-6737

Tiffany Patterson – Arab World
tiffanyk99@hotmail.com – (217) 617-6822

Rebekah Polley – Lithuania
rebekahpolley0822@gmail.com – (317) 696-6036

Brian & Anna Rach – Eurasia
therachs@sent.com – (816) 217-1933

Scott & Anna Seiple – Eurasia
egseiple@gmail.com – (270) 938-7068

Greg & Lisa Webby – Arab World
greglisa@emailplus.org – (765) 412-9143

WORLD MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATES

Allison Davee – Asia Pacific
allisonrdavee@gmail.com – (317) 998-4286

Jennifer McClure – Eurasia
jentrailrunner@gmail.com – (765) 894-6390

Craig & Jonalyn Palmer – Philippines 
entrepalmer@gmail.com – (863) 409-7068

Alyssa Smock – Eurasia
alsmock1@gmail.com – (317) 294-3656

U.S. MISSIONARY 
Tanya Jo Shipley-Knapp

Intercultural Ministries (Muslim)
tjoship@gmail.com – (740) 504-5062

HOME AND AVAILABLE
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NEWS AND VIEWS
uDr. Phil and Rhonda 
Willingham, and their 
congregation at Valparaiso 
Heartland Christian Center, 
celebrated their 74th 
anniversary as a church 
on Sunday, November 6th. 
They have grown from 50 to 
over 1500 people through 
their seven locations in 
Northwest Indiana.  
Dr Phil and Rhonda 
celebrated 50 years  
of ministry as well; 22 
of those years being at 
Heartland Christian Center. 
The Heartland congregation 
congratulated their pastors 
and celebrated their 
accomplishments and 
the lives that have been 
changed over the years. 

pThe executive presbytery met on November 10, 2022 at the district office. 
Pictured left to right: Brian Whidden, Chad McAtee, Teresa Trout, Ralph 
Holdeman, Greg Carter, Don Gifford, Orlando Soler, Scott Burr, Robby Bradford, 
and Greg Allison.

pThese potential ministers and missionaries from 
Elkhart Calvary are middle schoolers who have 
learned the Assemblies of God 16 Fundamental 
Truths and have received graduate certificates.

pOn November 17, 2022, we held our Thanksgiving worship, devotion and lunch 
at the district office with the IDAG team and special guests. Our special guests 
were (pictured above): Judy Cockrum, Craig and Jonalyn Palmer, Chris and Missy 
Padgett, Nathan and Shauna Whidden, Daniel and Elisha Robertson, and Heath 
and Ashley Kain. We also welcomed Jeff Burgan, Steve Furr, and his mom Colleen.
Diane Gifford and Toni Mosburg led a time of worship, followed by 
Superintendent Don Gifford sharing a devotion from Romans 16 on thanksgiving 
for our community of friends. Pastor Greg Allison led us in holy communion. We 
shared catered turkey, ham and brisket from Famous Dave’s and our excellent 
cooks at the office brought in delicious sides and desserts. 
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tDistrict Treasurer Greg 
and Amy Allison led a 
consecration service 
for Dr. Nick and Merry 
Pridemore as the new 
pastors of Greencastle 
The Storehouse Church 
on November 13, 2022. 
Pastors Troy and Teresa 
Trout were present to 
pass the baton with a 
prayer of blessing.

pNovember 20, 2022, was a great time of ministry with Pastor Chris and Kristi 
Stull at Fort Wayne Hope Church celebrating five years as lead pastors. There 
was powerful Holy Spirit presence during the worship, a spontaneous time 
in the altar, with many praying and crying out to Jesus. They definitely made 
room for a move of God. Special guests were Pastor David and Linda Snodderly 
from Auburn. Many responded again to the altar after hearing the message. We 
had a delicious Filipino meal catered in for this special occasion and beautiful 
cakes congratulating the Stulls. We’re very proud of their son, Mikel, who 
serves as youth pastor with his wife, Faith. We are thankful for the Stulls, their 
commitment to serve, hard work in remodeling their facilities with excellence, 
and, with help from the Lord, establishing a strong body of believers. God is 
doing great things at Fort Wayne Hope Church.

Janice Irene (Bowen) Beck, 89, 
passed away in her home on Sunday, 
November 13, 2022, surrounded 
by her family. She graduated from 
Montpelier High School and worked 
as a secretary for Montpelier Mfg. 
Company and Aro Corporation before 

moving to Ft Wayne, Indiana. She married Rev. 
Darold Beck on September 16, 1951. Most of her 
married life she was able to stay at home and raise 
their 4 daughters. She also worked along beside 
her husband with his pastoral duties. They pastored 
Assembly of God churches in Auburn, Indiana as well 
as Angola, Indiana for 36 years and retired in 2000. 
After retirement they pastored for a short term in 
Ligonier and Fremont Churches. Janice always took 
an active part in church with teaching, working 
with the children’s ministry and women’s group. 
She also spoke at Women’s events and worked at 
the church office for many years. She is survived 
by her husband, Rev. Darold Beck; her 3 daughters, 
Nancy Mills; Rhonda (Mark) Heifner, and Darlene 
(Steve) Gould. She has 12 Grandchildren and 24 
great grandchildren. She was preceded in death by 
her parents, Robert and Bessie Bowen, a daughter 
Brenda, a brother Bobby, a great grandson Evan 
Darold, and son-in-law Jack Mills.

Rev. Darlene M. Neese, 95, of 
Schererville, passed away on 
Thursday, November 17, 2022, at The 
William J. Riley Memorial Residence in 
Munster. She was surrounded by her 
loving family. She was an ordained 
Assemblies of God minister and 

served over 50 years with her husband in Indiana, 
Kansas and Iowa. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Rev. John Neese, of 58 years, parents, 
Mable and Charles Hammett; three brothers, Roy, 
Dwight and Charles and two sisters, Frances and 
Naomi. Darlene is survived by four children: Marshall 
(Louise), Stephan (Bonnie), Greg (Sherri) and Becky 
(Troy); 14 Grandchildren; 26 Great-Grandchildren; 
four Great-Great-Grandchildren; and two sisters, 
Wanda and Barbara.

With Christ...

pWe hosted a New Pastor’s Welcome at the district office on Thursday, October 
13. Those present were: Deborah Lopez and her two children, Josh and Charissa 
Stephens, Drew Bontrager, Andrew Wodrich, and David and Tracy Robinson.

Lake Placid is 100 acres of peaceful serenity, 
wonderful wildlife, a beautiful lake, and amazing 

facilities!  If you are interested in reserving a space, 
call Mary at (866) 939-5722.

0397 South 200 East, Hartford City, IN 47348
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