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DONALD G. GIFFORD, SUPERINTENDENT

STAND FOR PENTECOST AND ALL THE GOSPEL
THAT’S WHAT THE ASSEMBLIES OF GOD STANDS FOR

 I believe in a dream the Holy Spirit spoke to me the word 
infrastructure, showing me the crumbling pillars of the 
doctrines of the Assemblies of God. The Assemblies of God is 
called a voluntary cooperative fellowship. We are structured 
around our four-fold mission to evangelize the lost, worship 
God, disciple believers, and show compassion.
 Since our inception as a fellowship, we have functioned 
doctrinally under sixteen Fundamentals of Faith. The four main 
pillars of our doctrine are:

1. Salvation
2. Baptism in the Holy Spirit
3. Divine Healing
4. Second Coming of Jesus

Below is the visual of my dream Jen Reese helped develop 
to describe what I saw. I saw four crumbling pillars. Then I 
also saw one pillar standing off  to the side, very powerful and 
beautiful, yet largely unused. The fi rst pillar was Salvation. 
I am concerned that we are not preaching salvation with 
emphasis on confession followed by repentance, which is a 
change of mind and direction. Another truth we are omitting 
is regeneration. Titus 3:5, “Not by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to the washing of regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Spirit.” We are in the process of becoming a 
new creation, identifying more with I Peter, our divine nature, 
than with our past sin nature. Paul identifi ed the Corinthians 
as “saints” although their behavior was not always sinless. Our 
orientation, including our sexual orientation, is that we are  
Christians. We are transformed, however, we do not identify 

that we are sinners. We used to practice sinful deeds but now 
we are becoming more like Jesus and, if we do sin, we have 
an advocate with Jesus and can confess our sin by turning 
from it. We do not identify now as a drunkards, adulterers, 
or homosexuals. That is what we used to be, but now we are 
saints, with a divine nature, and we identify with Jesus.
 I believe when we received salvation we are saved in our 
spirit, soul, and body. Our 7th and 8th doctrines address the 
fact that we can all receive the promise of the Father (Acts 1:4; 
Luke 24:49) the enduement of power from on high and the fi rst 
initial physical evidence of that new experience is speaking in 
tongues. The purpose of this Baptism, the second pillar, is that 
we might be a more powerful witness (Acts 1:8). More than 20% 
of all AG churches in the USA did not record one convert in 2019. 
At times I hear people say they 
do not have many or any vocal 
gift s, tongues, interpretations, 
and prophecies in their 
services. As concerned as 
I may be about that, I am 
more concerned if we are 
using our prayer language in 
our prayer closets privately 
for worship, edifi cation and 
building up of our holy faith 
(I Corinthians 14:3; Jude 20). 
I believe if we practiced our 
private prayer language there 
would be more public use of 

Continued on page 16
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CHAD MCATEE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

ASK THE LORD FOR THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
 As most of you did, I had a great time at District Council. The 
opportunity to be with like-minded people for a few days, and 
then throw in prayer and worship, makes District Council a 
highlight for the year. The ordination service, and having special 
guest, Brother Crank, was, without a doubt, a huge win for 
everyone who was there who had the opportunity to be part of 
the service. 
 There is one part of District Council that I have been thinking 
about since I got home. During our prayer time, Jason Morrison, 
one of our fantastic missionaries, came to Pastor Don with a 
word. Now, a word is not just a word, but a Word from God. Many 
people around the globe look at a Word as being straight from the 
throne room of God and they hang on to every sentence that is 
said. Others feel like they have heard so many “Words” that they 
do not pay much attention to them any more. I am not writing 
this to create a theological discussion about who can give a 
Word, who should give a Word, or the proper protocol for giving 
a Word. What I have been asking myself since District Council 
is if we heard the Word? Did we have ears to hear what the Lord 
said to us?
 We have come out of (or possibly still coming out of), one of 
the most diffi  cult seasons of our lives as pastors. We have been 
looking at the unknown, trying to make decisions when we 
have little information and maybe, at times, have the wrong 
information. Here in this Word that Jason gave, the Lord said, 
“Ask me for the gift s of the Spirit, and I will give them to you.” 
There was more to it than just this, but this was the part that the 
Lord impressed upon me. Jason is not the person in the church 
who has given the same Word for the past 30 years. He is a scholar 
who translates the Bible, and other teaching material, into the 
language needed for where he is ministering. He is a man of the 
Word and of the Spirit.

Ask me for the gift s of the Spirit and I will give them to you. In 
a place where we have never been before, the Lord is saying “Ask 

me for help. Ask me for the gift s of my Spirit, and I will help you 
build my Kingdom.”
 As pastors and leaders of ministries and churches, we are all 
gift ed diff erently. We are made in the image of God, but we are 
not all born with the same natural gift s. In areas that we excel 
in our natural gift s we want to continue to grow stronger. In 
areas where we are weak we sometimes bury them and say to 
ourselves, but look at my strengths! Natural God-given gift s and 
strengths are given at birth and, many times, increase as we grow 
and learn how to use them. Gift s of the Spirit, however, are given 
by Jesus to build his Church. You can be an apostle, a pastor, or 
a person sitting in a pew, and function in one or more of the gift s 
mentioned in 1 Corinthians 12.
 As I left  District Council, I wondered if we heard what God said 
to us. Have we been asking and seeking the gift s? Have we been 
knocking on the door of heaven, asking the Lord for the Gift s of 
the Spirit to build His Kingdom in our communities? I ask myself 
in these tough days of pastoring, do we lack these things because 
we have not asked? 
 It’s not possible for us to accomplish what Jesus promised 
when He said, “greater things will you do”, without the gift s. 
Have we comprehended that, with Him, all things are possible? 
I understand that there are many churches and pastors that are 
doing very well right now. I also know that we have many who 
are struggling and need something from heaven today. I want to 
say to all my friends, “But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to each one for the profi t of all,” 1 Corinthians 12:7. 
 God wants to use you in the gift s. He said, through Jason at 
District Council, “Ask me and I will give you the gift s of the 
Spirit.” The Lord is on your side, He has given you natural gift s, 
but He wants to give you the gift s of the Spirit, to help you and to 
grow the Kingdom. Ask Him, He will give them, and He will use 
you to build His Church. 
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These are our fi rst-time credential applicants who attended our 
summer Credential Orientation on June 7, at the District Offi ce. 
Their names are: Tina Boehm, Ketura Boldizsar, Tyler Burr, Katelyn 
Buzek, Luke Dryer, Evan Eickhoff, Sarah Hiscox, Alisa Hodge, James 
Johnson, Kimberly Johnson, Ashley Kain, Heath Kain, Jonathan 
Lade, Missy Padgett, Jason Quellhorst, Robert Rickaby, Teri 
Rickaby, Fred Tolson, and Troy Wiktorowski. This was also Faith 
Bradshaw’s last Credential Orientation before her retirement.
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JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND MEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

 The Indiana District has been immensely blessed through 
the years to have incredible men and women of God called 
according to His purposes, who lay the foundations on which 
all of us are building today. These anointed people did not 
do everything right and missed the mark on some things, 
but the overall outcome of their life has produced incredible 
churches, thousands of ministers and missionaries, and 
have set Indiana up to receive the great harvest ready to be 
brought in. Many of these godly people have already joined 
the “great cloud of witnesses” and are sorely missed by all 
of us. But their work lives on in our lives and the lives of the 
ministries we serve.
 Today, I want to tell you about one such man who went 
to be with the Lord this past May. Lewis J. Clift on fi nished 
his race and joined his precious wife Lois, entire family, and 
more friends than he could ever count in the presence of the 
Lord. This man happened to also be my grandfather. 

  Grandpa has been a 
centerpiece in my life 
for as long as I can 
remember, and probably 
before that. His strength, 
faith, and constant-ness 
in our lives has been 
nothing short of inspiring 
and stabilizing. He was 
always the fi rst one I 
called as a child when I 
was fearful I had missed 
the rapture (thanks to the 
1970’s movie A Thief in 
the Night)!! I could never 

overstate the impact he has had on my life. Grandpa played 
with me when I was little, took me places, let me ask him a 
million and a half questions, was patient with me when I 
went through my obnoxious phase, chewed me out when I 
deserved it, prayed for me like no one else, and made sure 
I had every chance to know the Jesus he knew and loved 
so much. He didn’t come to many of my ballgames, but he 
was there in every important moment of my life. I’ve tried to 
emulate him, especially his strength of character and faith, 
though I’m not sure I’ve ever really measured up. Honestly, 
I needed him. I have always been proud to be his grandson 
and will remain so. 
 It’s hard to believe it has been 71 years since Grandpa 
knelt at the altar of Gary Gospel Tabernacle (now Merrillville 
Living Hope Church) and prayed the prayer of salvation on 
that New Years Eve night. That moment (and many since) 
changed our family tree and the trajectory forever and ever. 
We are building on the foundation my grandparents, on both 
sides, have laid for us. We are standing on their shoulders; 

their ceiling is our fl oor, to use a Scott Wilson reference. 
Many in my grandfather’s generation did this kind of work. 
But I don’t know if they knew they were doing it. They didn’t 
consciously set out to impact now three generations and 
more. They just lived faithfully. They lived for God. They 
served without expectation or conditions. Grandma and 
Grandpa wore the mantle the Lord has assigned my family 
with dignity and honor. I have many times asked the Lord 
to pass that mantle on to me and my children. I don’t know 
if you can ask for that, but I do anyway. I believe the Lord 
is answering.
 What’s so wonderful about this mantle is that it hasn’t 
just changed my family tree. It’s changed countless others 
as well. Through the years thousands of people, likely tens 
of thousands, were touched by the life and ministry of 
Lewis and Lois Clift on. And so many of them are still living 
that faith in their lives today. Some of you even reading this 
article can trace your spiritual roots back to these precious 
servants of the Lord. I know my grandparents are not solely 
responsible for generational transformation in everyone’s 
life, but their role in that process will not go unnoticed in 
eternity. This country boy from Alabama, forged in the fi re 
of the steel mills of Gary, Indiana, and consumed by the 
fi re of God has fought the good fi ght for himself, his family, 
and countless others. He has fi nished the race. He has kept 
the faith. 
 The question now turns to us. What will we, you and I, 
do with the mantle God has assigned? How will we ensure 
our children and grandchildren have shoulders to stand on 
as they receive the mantle passed from our generation to 
them? Will we fi ght the fi ght for the next generation the way 
the previous generation fought for us? 
 There’s an old movie with Errol Flynn about the life 
of George Armstrong Custer, the great Civil War cavalry 
general. I think the title of this movie is a great illustration 
for the life my grandfather lived and the life we’re going 
to have to live to pass this mantle to the next generation. 
It’s called “He Died With His Boots On.” This cliché simply 
means someone never quit. They never hung up their robe. 
They never shelved their Bible. They never retired their 
prayer closet. They never took off  their boots.
 My grandpa never took off  his boots. He never stopped 
praying, loving people, preaching the Word of God, and 
leading people to Christ. He died with his boots on. 
 I’ve decided I’m going to keep my boots on until the Lord 
calls me home. I’m going to keep fi ghting for the Gospel, 
compelling lost people to come to Christ, working every day 
to advance His Kingdom and make His name famous. 
 My sons and daughters will stand on my shoulders, and 
when they look down...my boots will still be on my feet! 

KEEP YOUR BOOTS ON UNTIL THE LORD CALLS YOU HOME
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CHAD MCATEE, MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

 Last year the Indiana School of Ministry (ISOM) added 
ISOM Español, Level One, to our course off erings. This 
year we are adding Level Two. We are excited to continue 
to grow this part of our school and are believing that one 
day our Spanish students will plant churches in Indiana 
and beyond.
 This year Pastor Ed Garcia and Pastor Jon Susa will 
once again be teaching our Spanish courses and we’re 
so happy to have them back to pour into the lives of our 
students. With the addition of Level Two, we are inviting 
other guest instructors to teach classes in Levels One 
and Two. 
 If you, or someone you know, is interested in joining 
us this fall, registration can be found at https://www.
indianaag.org/ministries/isom-espanol-registration.
 If more information is needed before registering, please 
contact Evelyn Garcia at isomespanol@indianaag.
org. We look forward to partnering with our Hispanic 
brothers and sisters to advance the Kingdom of God.

LAUNCHING LEVEL TWO COURSES

Course Schedule
for 2021-2022

CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE

Class times are 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  / CBS (Certifi cate in Biblical Studies)
**Internships are required ONLY for those pursuing ministerial credentials.  All internships are through Berean School of the Bible 

See internship information on the ISOM website. 

Sept. 18, 2021 New Testament Survey

CERT 111
Acts

LIC 210 - CBS
Theology of Prayer

ORD 309
Oct. 16, 2021 Introduction to Hermeneutics

CERT 105
Romans

LIC 204 - CBS
Theology of Worship

ORD 301
Nov. 6, 2021 The Life of Christ

CERT 101 - CBS
Eff ective Leadership

LIC 208
Church Leadership

ORD 308
Dec. 4, 2021 Introduction to

Pentecostal Doctrine

CERT 102

Confl ict Management

LIC 209
The Poetic Books

ORD 304 - CBS

Sep. 18, 2021 Introducción al Nuevo Testamento

CERT 111s
Hechos 

LIC 210s

Oct. 16, 2021 Introducción a la Hermenéutica

CERT 105s
Romanos

LIC 204s

Nov. 6, 2021 La Vida de Cristo

CERT 101s
Liderazgo Efectivo

LIC 208s

Dic. 4, 2021 Introducción a la 

Doctrina Pentecostal

CERT 102s

Manejo del Confl icto

LIC 209s

Garcia

Susa
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2021 
SUMMER CAMPS

 We fi nished our last week of camp for 2021 on July 17th and 
wanted to take this opportunity to say a huge THANK YOU 
to those who served as staff  and to those who prayed with us 
during our recent summer camp season! We are thrilled that 
during the six weeks of camp we saw:
 • 810 students saved or rededicated

• 592 students fi lled or refi lled in the Holy Spirit

• 336 students healed

• 131 students called into full-time ministry

 Praise the Lord for doing such an incredible work in the lives 
of so many students this year!

Information and Registration online at: 
www.indianaag.org/ministries/youth
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

 There are so many things we learned through ministry in 2020. 
We learned people can adapt. We learned the strong are really 
strong, and that the faithful are really faithful. We learned Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, today, and FOREVER (Hebrews 13:8). 
He NEVER fails! We saw the attempt of the enemy to destroy the 
church with his isolation attempts, but the church will prevail 
and is triumphant.
 We are so excited to be looking forward to our fi rst in-person, 
face-to-face event with our September Vital Conference. I believe 
God will show up beyond what we have ever seen before, and we 
are expecting a move that is unprecedented. Women are hungry 
to join together, and the Father never disappoints His Bride! 
Susanne Cox is anxiously awaiting our time together and we have 
a schedule packed with testimonies that will change, encourage 
and restore hope in the women across this district.
 Each of us have a story that is “UNFINISHED.” The enemy has 
tried to put a cap on our story. He has attempted to rewrite the 
book God is writing about us, but every time his attempt fails. If 
the women in your church/my church will recognize, “God is NOT 
done with us,” the sky will be the limit of what God can do with 
our blank canvas. The possibilities are endless. The only way to 
lose is to quit. So, we are coming in with marching orders to rally 
the troops and stir the winds of the Spirit. WE ARE EXPECTING!!

THE COMEBACK
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JON SUSA, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARYY

WELCOME INDIANA’S 
MISSIONARY TO LITHUANIA

 Indiana has a new missionary to Lithuania! On July 11th, I had 
the immense privilege and honor of being with Pastor Wayne 
Murray and his team from Greenwood Grace Assembly, as we 
commissioned Rebekah Polley—their fi rst career missionary 
launching from their church. Rebekah completed her extended 
term as Missionary Associate, but she felt led to pursue full 
appointment (as a Career Missionary) even as the pandemic was 
attempting to continually slow things down.
 Missionaries are typically commissioned following annual 
renewal meetings for all our global leaders in Springfi eld, 
Missouri. However, with the continual challenges of COVID, 
districts were asked to commission any of their own members 
as meetings through AGMW were only being hosted digitally. 
 It was truly an extraordinary day at Grace as Pastor Wayne 
invited Rebekah to preach both morning services. She preached 
a powerful word out of Matthew 14, regarding obedience and 
how it can be 
i n co nve n i e n t , 
uncomfortable, 
and even scary, 
yet when we 
obey God, He 
will bless and 
a c c o m p l i s h 
greater things in 
and through our 
lives. 
 We concluded the service by presenting Rebekah with a 
Bible in Lithuanian (the language of the people she is serving). 
We then invited her family and church to pray over her as she 
embarks on raising her remaining support to return to Journey 
Church in Vilnius, Lithuania, which was miraculously launched 
during the pandemic.
 I am grateful for all our ministers and churches in our district 
who align with God’s global heartbeat and faithfully support 
our missionaries. You all are literally reaching and changing our 
world for Jesus! Here, near, and far…let’s keep reaching the one. 

WORLD MISSIONARIES 

Doug & Kristi Allee
Philippines

asalguod@gmail.com  
(765) 615-6309

Bill & Melissa Chappel
Hungary

wmchappel@gmail.com
(765) 212-7898

Zach & Amy Holdeman
South Africa

zachariah.holdeman@agmd.org 
(765) 247-8486

Rick & Gloria McCartney - Wales 
rick.mccartney@agmd.org 

(574) 968-7600

Jason & Andrea Morrison
Serbia

jason.morrison@agmd.org 
(317) 474-0328

Rebekah Polley - Lithuania
rebekahpolley0822@gmail.com 

(317) 696-6036

Scott & Erin Pongratz
South Africa 

scott@reachingsouthafrica.org 
(317) 764-3427

Carolyn Slaughter
Northern Asia 

carolyn.slaughter@pm.me 
(317) 430-7989

Nathan & Lisa Turney
New Zealand

nathan.turney@agmd.org
(417) 840-5499

WORLD MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATES

David & Roxana Alvarez
Equatorial Guinea

davalv04@gmail.com
(260) 403-7949

Lily Burd – Djibouti
burd98@hotmail.com 

(260) 388-2824 

Allison Davee – North Africa
allisonrdavee@gmail.com 

(317) 998-4286

Alley Pollard
Sensitive Country

alleypollard95@gmail.com
(812) 236-2446

HOME AND AVAILABLE
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Credentialed Women gathered for a luncheon before the 
opening business session of District Council on Monday afternoon.

District Student Ministries Director 
Steve and Elaine Furr hosted the 
Speed-The-Light Grand Club Banquet 
at the church on Monday. 

The top STL giving church was Pastor 
Mark Wright and Pastor Evan Turney 
from Mooresville Springhill Christian 
Center, pictured here with missionaries 
Bill Chappel and Rick McCartney.

Robby Bradford was the newly elected Assistant Superintendent, 
and Mike Bean was re-elected as the Northwest Executive 
Presbyter.

Brian Whidden was re-elected as the Northeast Executive 
Presbyter, and Ralph Holdeman was the newly elected Executive 
Presbyter-at-Large.

Scott Burr was the newly 
elected Southwest Executive 
Presbyter.

Pastor Robby Bradford prays 
over MAPS Missionaries Daniel 
and Elisha Robertson during 
the Monday Business session 
prayer time.

Former IDAG offi ce staff were honored at the 75th District 
Council Monday evening service at Indianapolis Lakeview Church. 
Those present were: Bill McKee, Johnny and Betty Garrison, David 
and Norma Hamilton, Karl and Cindy Fleig, Laura Pongratz, David 
and Candy Wigington, and Charles Crank.

District Music Director Paula Gallaway, and other worship 
leaders from around the state, led the worship time at the Monday 
afternoon business session.

Superintendent Don Gifford introduced Pastor Justin and Crystal 
Keyes as the new directors of Lake Placid Conference Center.
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Scott Wilson was the Monday 
evening speaker. He spoke 
about Spiritual Fathering.

Worship on Monday evening was led by Brent and Tammy Oliver, 
and the team from Delphi First Assembly. They led worship songs 
from the last 75 years to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of IDAG.

Rev. David W. Martin was honored at the Monday evening service 
of District Council for being Ordained 50 years. His wife, Dora, was 
also in attendance.

Rev. David L. 
Wigington was honored 
on Monday night for 
being Ordained 50 
years. His wife, Candy, 
and their family, 
were in attendance. 
Bro. Charles Crank 
presented the award to 
Bro. Wigington.

The 75th Anniversary Gala 
followed the Monday evening 
service on Main Street at 
Indianapolis Lakeview Church. 
Pastor Jeff and Amy Carlson 
coordinated this event which 
had photos, food, music and 
great fellowship.

Gala Highlights
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Rev. Thomas Paino, 
Jr. was honored for 
being Ordained 75 
years at this District 
Council.  
Bro. Paino was in the 
fi rst IDAG Ordination 
class in 1946. At 96 
years young, Bro. 
Paino was the Missions 
Luncheon speaker.

After reading the Memorial Tribute (of those who have passed 
away since the 2019 District Council), Rev. David Wigington led a 
time of communion. Rev. Teresa Trout and Rev. Gene Feasel prayed 
over the elements while Rev. Paula Gallaway led in worship.

Rev. Johnny Garrison played 
a piano medley for offertory. 

ISOM student, Erin Cox, gave 
a testimony of how Holy Spirit 
changed her life. She attends 
Laconia Grace Tabernacle.

Ministry Group presbyters prayed over those wanting prayer.

Superintendent Don Gifford presented Rev. Charles Crank and 
Laura Pongratz with the fi rst copies of the 75th Anniversary Book, 
dedicated to Bro. Crank and the late Rev. Daniel Pongratz. 

Superintendent Don Gifford honored Jack and Teri Shifl ett, and 
Faith Bradshaw, for their years of service with IDAG, upon their 
retirements. Jack and Teri served at Lake Placid Conference Center, 
and Faith served as the Credentials Specialist.

Monday morning worship was led by District Music Director 
Paula Gallaway, members of the Music Leadership Team, and other 
worship leaders from around the state.
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Rev. Charles Crank was the 
Ordination speaker for our 75th 
District Council.

Pastor Scott Wilson’s Monday night message was about Spiritual 
Fathering. A great example of this is Bro. David Snodderly and 
the many he has fathered over the years. Superintendent Don 
Gifford also modeled spiritual fathering as he prayed over Devon 
Galloway, who is now pastoring at Kokomo New Life, where Pastor 
Don was for 26 years prior to coming to the district offi ce.

Missionaries Brett and Susan VanderMolen, along with Pastor 
Kevin Holt, at the Missions Luncheon on Tuesday afternoon.

Rev. Tom Paino was the Missions Luncheon speaker. Kevin 
Donaldson, representing Greg Mundis and AGWM, presented an 
award to Bro. Paino for his years of service through missions.

Elijah Fuentes, and 
the worship team from 
Indianapolis Lakeview Church, 
let worship for the Ordination 
Service.

Students who completed 
Level One of ISOM Español 
were honored at the ordination 
service.

The Holdeman family celebrated Zach 
Holdeman and Dylan Shope’s ordinations.

The Furr family celebrated Luke Furr’s 
ordination.

Newly licensed and certifi ed ministers were 
honored at the ordination service on Tuesday 
night.
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2021 DISTRICT COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

The 2020 Ordination Class was honored at this District Council because the 
2020 District Council was canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The 2021 Ordination Class.

Leading the 
processional were 
Superintendent Don 
Gifford and former 
superintendent and 
ordination speaker, 
Rev. Charles Crank.

2020 and 2021 Executive Presbytery: Front Row: 
Ron Bontrager, Don Gifford, District Council speaker 
Charles Crank, and Chad McAtee. Back Row: Mike 
Bean, Ralph Holdeman, Brian Whidden, Robby 
Bradford, Greg Carter, Troy Boulware, and Scott Burr.

Executive Secretary Chad McAtee prayed over Bev 
Freund at her ordination.

Superintendent Don Gifford prayed over Zach 
Holdeman at his ordination.Indiana Chi Alpha Director Derek 

Britt prayed over Raydon Haskins as 
he was ordained.

Superintendent Don Gifford and 
Pastor Mike Marsh prayed over John 
Spencer as he was ordained.

Superintendent Don Gifford prayed 
over Julie McAtee. Her husband, 
Chad, and brother, Scott Miller, were 
also there for the laying on of hands.

Susie Bradley, Deborah Taylor and 
Raydon Haskins were all ordained.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

Rev. Lewis J. Clifton,
age 91, went to be 
with the Lord May 5, 
2021. He was born on 
September 25, 1929, in 
Gadsden, Alabama.  
Lewis served in the 
Navy from 1946-1951. 
It was during this time 
that he received Christ 
as his savior. Shortly 
after, he recognized 
a call into full-time 
ministry. Brother 
Clifton met his wife, 
Lois, and together 
they served as 
pastors in West Terre 
Haute, Clay City, and 
Washington, before 
moving to Elkhart, 
Indiana. Brother 
Clifton pastored that 
congregation for 
26 years, until his 
retirement in 1994. 
He continued to lead 
a Bible study and 
hymn sings right up 
until his home-going. 
He is survived by a 
daughter Sheryl (Paul) 
Carlson of Elkhart, 
a son David (Susan) 
Clifton of Elkhart, fi ve 
grandchildren, and 12 
great-grandchildren.

With Christ... April 11, 2021, was an exciting day for Michigan 
City Faith City Assembly as Superintendent Don 
and Diane Gifford participated in the consecration 
service of new pastor Jeremiah and Misty Sanders. 
The congregation is growing numerically and there’s 
a good spirit of unity. The service closed with a 
strong collective time of prayer around the altar, 
followed by an outstanding fellowship dinner!

Pastor Phil and Meghan Ray were consecrated 
as the new pastors of Cloverdale Access Church on 
April 18, 2021. The service opened with testimonies, 
followed by prayer requests, and a good mix of 
traditional and modern worship music. The presence 
of God could be felt in this service! The presence of 
the Lord intensifi ed into the altar service. We had 
a great lunch together following the service. Pastor 
Phil has one more class to fi nish his 3-year journey 
with Indiana School of Ministry (ISOM).  

July 11, 2021, was Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford’s fi rst opportunity 
to be with Pastor Frank and Linda Criswell, who, for the last several months, 
have been pastoring Morgantown Assembly. The Criswells have also 
ministered in Edinburgh, Blanford and Portland, prior to their current ministry 
in Morgantown. It was a privilege to have former pastor of Morgantown, James 
and Joan Wagner, to attend the consecration service. Pastor Criswell was 
presented an ESV Fire Bible and Diane presented Linda with a praying 
woman fi gurine. 

Zoey Grace Brodhagen 
was born on January 24, 
2021, weighing 6 lbs. 
12 oz., and measuring 
20.5” long. 
Congratulations to 
her parents, Jason and 
Candace Brodhagen.

Pastor 
Douglas Harris, 
Cambridge City 
Life Connections 
Church, swearing 
in Rev. Josh Detro, 
of Avilla Hope 
Restoration Dinner 
Church, as Chaplain 

of the Avilla Fire Department on Thursday, April 8. 

Congratulations 
to Pastor Jeff and Teri 
Williams of Bloomfi eld 
Refuge Assembly and 
their congregation 
for becoming General 
Council status on July 25.
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vocals gift s. Also, when we talk about initial physical evidence 
of speaking in tongues, we are talking about a beginning, not 
a conclusion. Many other gift s become more open to us aft er 
the initial and continuing use of our prayer language.  
 There, according to the Bible, are many refi llings. I need to 
remember that Jesus left  and sent the Holy Spirit so I could have 
a relationship with Him. He would remind me of what Jesus did 
and taught to comfort and encourage me. I am to be a carrier of 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, and He should be manifesting his 
gift s through my life. Oft en our services are so tightly planned 
that there is not room for the Holy Spirit to sovereignly move. 
The Holy Spirit is referred to as wind, and when the wind blows, 
things get moved around. Oft en in our services nothing gets 
moved around and people leave unchanged because they did 
not have an encounter with the person of the Holy Spirit. I am 
called to be a preacher, but my message without an opportunity 
for people to engage with the Holy Spirit, will be of little eff ect. 
 Our third crumbling pillar is Divine Healing which is an integral 
part of the Gospel. Deliverance from sickness is provided for in 
the atonement and is the privilege of all believers (Isaiah 54:4-5; 
Matthew 8:16-17). We are healed in our spirit, soul, and body. I 
would like to encourage all of us to believe God for more prayer 
and healings in our minds and emotions. We are living with 
many broken and bleeding people in our world. Sam Chand’s 
book, Leadership Pain, taught me a new word “bleedership.” In 
Exodus 20, God is identifi ed as our Healer, which means to heal 
by stitching up our wounds. At our summer Teen Camps we had 
two students who had been broken and were cutting themselves. 
As teens prayed, and the presence of God was released, the scars 
from cutting disappeared. Marks on the arms of one student 
were all removed as the students watched.
 Our fourth foundational pillar that is in great disrepair is 

the Blessed Hope. Titus 2:3, “Looking for the Blessed Hope and 
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” John 
5:28-29, “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all 
who are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth, those 
who have done good, to the resurrection of the life and those who 
have done evil, the resurrection of condemnation.” There is a false 
gospel being preached on the internet and in some churches of 
a hyper-Calvinist or hyper-grace theology that there is no hell, 
no rapture or catching away of the saints. All you need to do is 
believe in your head, live any way you choose, and God will not 
send you to hell. Hell was created for the devil and his angels. 
However, many choose to go there because they PRACTICE sin 
without confession and repentance. Many of these churches 
will have large numbers of people attending, but they never 
hear the Good News which includes “repent and be baptized, 
receive the Holy Spirit, and be saved from this wicked generation”
(Acts 2:37-40).
 Listen to this prophetic warning. Acts 20:37-42, “For I have not 
shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. Therefore, 
take heed to yourselves and to all the fl ock, among which the 
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of 
God which He purchased with His own blood. For I know this, 
that aft er my departure savage wolves will come in among you, 
not sparing the fl ock. Also, from among yourselves men will rise 
up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples aft er 
themselves. Therefore, watch and remember that for three years I 
did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. So now, 
brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, 
which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among 
all those who are sanctifi ed” (NKJV). 

We love you all and I am standing for Pentecost and All 

the Gospel. That is what Assemblies of God stands for.

STAND FOR PENTECOST AND ALL THE GOSPEL
Continued from page 2

On July 19, 2021, 
Superintendent Don and Diane 
Gifford presented Pastor Betty 
Hunt with a shepherd’s staff for 
her many years of faithfulness 
in ministry at Whiting Assembly 
of God. Pastor Betty has served 
since 1998 and recently lost her 
husband Jimmie of 66 years. 
She is one spunky lady, full of 
the Holy Ghost. She loves the 
Lord and wants to see people 
come to Jesus.


