


2

DONALD G. GIFFORD, SUPERINTENDENT

WRESTLING THROUGH OUR EMOTIONS
 “Emotionally Healthy Spirituality requires that you go through 
the pain of the Wall. Just as a physical wall stops us from moving 
ahead, God sometimes stops us in our spiritual journey through 
a spiritual Wall in order to radically transform our character. 
Often, we are brought to the Wall by circumstances and crises 
beyond our control. Failure to understand and surrender to 
God’s working in us at the Wall often results in great long-term 
pain, ongoing immaturity, and confusion.” —Peter Scazzero, 
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality
 As Resurrection Sunday approaches, I—like many of you—
have been praying and listening intently to the heart of 
God regarding what to share with our congregation. It just 
so happened that, as I was preparing, I was asked to lead 
communion at our most recent Ministry Group Presbyters’ 
meeting. The Lord led me very quickly to this passage:

“14 When the hour had come, He reclined at the table, 
and the apostles with Him. 15 And He said to them, ‘I 
have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you 
before I suffer; 16 for I say to you, I shall never again 
eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’ 17 And 
when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He said, 
‘Take this and share it among yourselves; 18 for I say to 
you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine from now 
on until the kingdom of God comes.’ 19 And when He 
had taken some bread and given thanks, He broke it 
and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is My body which is 
given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’ 20 And 
in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten, 
saying, ‘This cup which is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in My blood.’”—Luke 22:14–20

 From this passage, God began to minister to me regarding 
my emotional health. This passage is a picture of redemption. 
As I was reading it, God reminded me that I have been 
redeemed—spirit, soul, and body. Although I understand that 
intellectually, I will be forthright in saying that I have not given 
adequate thought to how and where God redeemed my soul. 
I’ve always defined the soul as my mind, will, and emotions. I 
have preached how Jesus redeemed our bodies at the whipping 
post and how He redeemed our spirits at Calvary’s cross, but I 
have never really dug as deeply as I should into the redeeming 
of our souls. 
 When Jesus finished taking communion with His disciples, 
the first place Jesus went was Gethsemane. As excruciatingly 
painful as the events leading from the whipping post to Calvary 
were to Jesus on a physical level, it was Gethsemane where 
Jesus journeyed through the Wall on an emotional level. It was 
at Gethsemane where He wrestled with His own will and faced 
the uncertainty of the cross.
 Luke describes it like this in Luke 22:44: “And being in agony 
He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops 

of blood, falling down upon the ground.” Jesus declared in 
verse 42: “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; 
yet not My will, but Yours be done.”
 His humanity was on full display. He was struggling with 
something. We see Him grappling with the thought of dying; 
we witness Him emotionally agonizing and wrestling with His 
own will. 
 We are all familiar with the moment that Jesus declared from 
the cross, “Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.” 
It begs the question, however, where did He wrestle through the 
unforgiveness?  Where did He overcome the brokenness and 
hurting? Where did He emotionally process the betrayal that 
He had to have felt? 
 I contend it was at Gethsemane. The place where, under 
extreme pressure, the olives were pressed and the oil was 
released. It makes sense that Gethsemane be the place where 
Jesus would journey through the Wall.
 Although the physical pain Jesus experienced at the whipping 
post and cross had to be excruciating, the only place it says that 
He agonized was at Gethsemane. 
 Agony is defined as extreme physical or mental suffering. 
Since Jesus had not yet been arrested, this agony was purely 
mental. Yet, rather than avoid it, He addressed it. Isn’t that 
interesting? Jesus didn’t address His emotional health last; He 
addressed it first. 
 He didn’t bypass Gethsemane and go right to the whipping 
post. He didn’t fast track Himself to the cross. Let’s be honest, 
that’s what most of us do. We try to manage our physical pain 
or spiritual struggles without dealing with our emotions first. 
It is amazing what we can overcome physically and spiritually 
when we are emotionally healthy. It is also amazing how much 
longer it takes us to find true healing when we are not. 
 Although, we don’t like to admit it, many of us wrestle with 
unforgiveness. We are contending with brokenness: broken 
dreams, broken hearts, and broken expectations. We’ve been 
hurt and betrayed on more than one occasion. We all know 
the pain of facing a Judas in our lives. Yet we still ignore our 
emotions, and it shows up in our personal lives, our marriages, 
our families, and our ministries. 
 Jesus modeled how to manage our emotional health by not 
ignoring His emotions—rather, He addressed them. He pressed 
through the pain of them so that He could face, without fear, 
the whipping post and the cross. I am convinced that if Jesus  
would have lost the battle over His emotions at Gethsemane, 
there never would have been a Calvary. We have to stop 
bypassing Gethsemane. If anything, we need to spend a lot 
more time there.

Note: Pastor Scott Burr is lead pastor at Owensville Dayspring 
Community Church and is a Ministry Group leader in Southwest 
Indiana.

PASTOR SCOTT BURR, GUEST WRITER
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CHANGE IS HAPPENING...
THE KINGDOM IS ADVANCING!

 Oh, how things change quickly! It has been said for many 
years, people hate change. People fight change. But the reality 
is, if you don’t change a baby’s diaper, it will cry nonstop 
and everyone will be miserable. The year 2020 has brought 
change. As of this writing, everyone is having church, evening 
devotions, and words of encouragement all online with their 
congregations and anyone else who is willing to watch. Zoom 
discipleship classes, Facebook live small groups, Google 
Classroom meetings all set up and executed in just a few days’ 
time. Regardless of the size of the church, many pastors went 
from preaching behind a pulpit to sitting in a chair next to a 
fireplace exegeting the scripture, with a word of hope and 
peace. Things changed in a hurry.
  Has/will this change been/be beneficial to your local church, 
your people, and your community? Has/will the Gospel gone/
go forth, has/will the church had/have increase anywhere, 
have/will people been/be discipled, have/will people been/be 
obedient in sharing their faith and giving the tithe? Maybe this 
change, whether brief or not, will help us to get out of a rut, to 
understand that church does not have to look the same as it has 
for the last several years or decades.  What do we go back to? 
Or, will this change transform how we move forward? Some will 
go back to the way things have always been quickly. Some will 
drift back slowly. Others will allow this sudden interruption 

to spring them forward into what they believe God has for 
their future. I believe the Lord is speaking and showing many 
pastors new vision for their church during this change--maybe 
even what seems like some way-outside-the-box methods. I 
encourage you, prepare to take the leap. Step in.
  One objective that cannot change is the command that Jesus 
gave us to go into the world and make disciples. As you are 
reading this article, I want to remind you of GO2020, our AG 
initiative to take the Gospel to the world where we are living.  
Pastor, if you haven’t looked at the material please do so. You 
can use the materials to disciple and prepare your people right 
now to touch your community when this pandemic is over. 
Available resources include an e-book, a workbook, a video 
series that trains your people to stand and be the light of the 
world, and eight sermons that you can use to encourage and 
inspire your people.  All of these resources can be found at 
ag.org/go2020. 
  Maybe, because of this pandemic, May 2020 will not work for 
your church. I say that’s fine, but why not disciple, mobilize, 
and release your people to do a month-long outreach in 
September. Prepare them, mobilize them, and launch them. It 
is a new day. Change is happening. The Kingdom is advancing!  
Don’t get caught watching the paint dry!

2019-2020 Levels Schedule

CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE
Aug. 24, 2019 Acts (T)

CERT 103
Introduction to Theology

LIC 201
Theology of Worship

ORD 301
Sept. 21, 2019 Introduction to Hermeneutics

CERT 105
Eschatology (T)

LIC 206
The Pentateuch

ORD 303
Oct. 19, 2019 Prison Epistles (T)

CERT 104
Introduction to Homiletics

LIC 205
Church Administration and Law

ORD 310
Nov. 23, 2019 AG History, Missions 

& Governance
CERT 107

Romans (T)
LIC 204

Theology of Prayer
ORD 309

Jan. 25, 2020 Relationships & Ethics 
in Ministry (T)

CERT 108

Old Testament Survey
LIC 203

Church Leadership
ORD 308

Feb. 22, 2020 The Life of Christ
CERT 101

Eff ective Leadership (T)
LIC 208

Preaching in Cultural Context
ORD 305

April 18, 2020 The Local Church in Evangelism
CERT 106

Confl ict Management (T)
LIC 209

The Poetic Books
ORD 304

May 30, 2020 Spirit Empowered Churches
CERT 110

Introduction to AG Missions (T)
LIC 207

Corinthians
ORD 302

June 13, 2020 Introduction to Pentecostal 
Doctrine (T)

CERT 102

New Testament Survey
LIC 202

Pastoral Ministry
ORD 307

Class times are 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.

**Internships are required ONLY for those pursuing ministerial credentials.
All internships are through Berean School of the Bible (https://www.globaluniversity.edu/berean_index.cfm). 
See internship information on the ISOM website.

(T) indicates a course on the transitional list. This schedule applies to those who started credential courses under the old Berean 
schedule and who now need to take courses on the transitional level.

2019-2020 Levels Schedule

CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE
Aug. 24, 2019 Acts (T)

CERT 103
Introduction to Theology

LIC 201
Theology of Worship

ORD 301
Sept. 21, 2019 Introduction to Hermeneutics

CERT 105
Eschatology (T)

LIC 206
The Pentateuch

ORD 303
Oct. 19, 2019 Prison Epistles (T)

CERT 104
Introduction to Homiletics

LIC 205
Church Administration and Law

ORD 310
Nov. 23, 2019 AG History, Missions 

& Governance
CERT 107

Romans (T)
LIC 204

Theology of Prayer
ORD 309

Jan. 25, 2020 Relationships & Ethics 
in Ministry (T)

CERT 108

Old Testament Survey
LIC 203

Church Leadership
ORD 308

Feb. 22, 2020 The Life of Christ
CERT 101

Eff ective Leadership (T)
LIC 208

Preaching in Cultural Context
ORD 305

April 18, 2020 The Local Church in Evangelism
CERT 106

Confl ict Management (T)
LIC 209

The Poetic Books
ORD 304

May 30, 2020 Spirit Empowered Churches
CERT 110

Introduction to AG Missions (T)
LIC 207

Corinthians
ORD 302

June 13, 2020 Introduction to Pentecostal 
Doctrine (T)

CERT 102

New Testament Survey
LIC 202

Pastoral Ministry
ORD 307

Class times are 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.

**Internships are required ONLY for those pursuing ministerial credentials.
All internships are through Berean School of the Bible (https://www.globaluniversity.edu/berean_index.cfm). 
See internship information on the ISOM website.

(T) indicates a course on the transitional list. This schedule applies to those who started credential courses under the old Berean 
schedule and who now need to take courses on the transitional level.

COMING THIS FALL: ISOM LEVEL ONE WILL BE OFFERED IN SPANISH!
ESTE OTOÑO: ISOM NIVEL UNO SE OFRECERÁ EN ESPAÑOL
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JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND MEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

STAND MEN’S CONFERENCE
SEES POWERFUL MOVE OF GOD

 The 2020 STAND Men’s Conference took place on March 7th at 
Greenwood Grace Assembly of God. Over 600 men gathered for an 
incredible time in the presence of God. More than a dozen men were 
filled with the Holy Spirit, many felt a call to ministry, and over 20 
expressed God had healed them. The altars were filled with men crying 
out to God for their families and our nation. Everyone was challenged 

to speak the language of honor by Speaker Randy Ruiz. The food was 
great! The atmosphere electric! The power of God tangible. Make 
plans now to join us at the 2021 STAND Men’s Conference on March 
6th, 2021!! Please “like” our STAND Men’s Ministry page on Facebook 
to keep up-to-date on events, discipleship tools, announcements, and 
other resources. 

WHAT IF WE DIDN’T GO BACK?
 What if we decided all this personal ministry, reaching out, caring 
for others, preaching the Gospel numerous times per week on social 
media, praying constantly, spending time with and discipling our 
kids, etc., was actually more effective than our Sunday experiences? 
What if more people have heard the Gospel clearly preached over the 
past several weeks than anytime in our Sunday morning gatherings 
in history? What if we re-started our Sunday gathering as a weekly 
touch-base full of the presence of God and power, but spent more time 
and effort in our daily ministry, sharing of our faith on various media 

platforms, visiting people, discipling our families and people in our 
cities. What if we focused on daily living out the Great Commandment, 
so we could be effective at the Great Commission instead of spending 
most of our ministry working towards one day a week? What if, when 
we can touch people again, we prayed for the sick in the marketplace, 
counselled people in the moment, shared freely with our neighbors 
(even toilet paper), and lived everyday to give away what we have 
freely received? What might be the result? How might the Church be 
forever changed? The world? What if we just didn’t go back?
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CHAD MCATEE, MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

May 30, 2020

June 13, 2020
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

In the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000,  
the boy gave what he had at the moment to Jesus.  

Jesus blessed it, and his offering fed well over 5,000 people! 
He was only 1 in a crowd of 5,000 men that day, but a 

miracle took place because he gave. 
We are asking for all of our student ministries across Indiana to be:   

1) Gospel Centered  2) Spirit Empowered  
3) Personally Responsible to reach the lost around the world.

IN 2020 WE ARE BELIEVING FOR: 
5,000 to give $100  and  500 to give $1,000

WILL YOU BE PART
OF THE MIRACLE?

2020 Indiana Goal:
$1 Million from STL and BGMC combined!

NOTE: Due to Covid-19, we have decided to adjust and cancel Teen 1 Camp.
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

2020 KidMin Calendar Dates:
MAY
1-3      FCF Spring Trace/Adventure  
JUNE
5-6      Girls Ministry Honor Stars
6          Ranger Campground Work Day 
26-28  RangerFest-LPCC 
JULY
6-10 Kids Camp Full Week—LPCC
12-15 Jr Teen Camp—LPCC
15-18 Kids Camp Short Week—LPCC
 20-24 National Camp-o-rama  
SEPTEMBER
18-20  Ranger JLDA - Ft Wayne         
OCTOBER 
3           Ranger Leader’s Training
4-10     National Royal Rangers Week
16-18   Rangers FCF Fall Trace 
NOVEMBER 
7 RR District Staff Meeting
7 Fun Arts Festival
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

 It was just a few short months ago that the word “pandemic” hit 
the forefront of our lives. Pandemic - plague, epidemic, contagion. 
Most of us had probably not heard the word or at least not used 
it in our normal everyday language. Now you can’t turn on your 
television without hearing it over and over again. We have all been 
affected by the Coronavirus, Covid-19 pandemic. This isn’t the first 
pandemic in history. There have been many others. However, this 
one is here now and has our undivided attention. Our greatest 
concern for the current pandemic is the fatality rate. Although it 
is alarming, there are survivors. Another obvious concern is the 
overwhelming possibility of contracting the virus from others. 
Consistent hand washing is a way to fight this virus, and I am sure 
at this point I haven’t told you anything new.
 In my prayer time (which admittedly has increased), I felt the 
Lord speak to me that this current pandemic is not alarming or 
concerning to Him at all. In fact, He recognized its beginning and 
is aware of its end. There is, however, a pandemic that is on the 
forefront of God’s concern. Although He holds the cure, and the 
cure is free, His heart breaks because few take advantage of the 
antidote. You see the greatest, most deadly pandemic 
that affects all of us today is the “SIN PANDEMIC.” It 
began in the garden, some 5-6,000 years ago. When 
sin entered the world through the disobedience of 
Adam and Eve, it has affected the planet and every 
human ever born. The fatality rate is much higher for 
the pandemic of sin. If you don’t utilize the cure, you 
will spend eternity in death. There will be no survivors 
without the blood of Jesus. Although the influence of 
others can and will affect the pandemic of sin in your 
life, it also grows in total isolation. You can distance 
yourself from everyone, and sin will take over your 
private life and ruin you. Consistently washing your hands does 
not remove the stain of sin, but there are two nail-scarred hands 
that have paid, in full, for your cure, and without those hands there 
would be no antidote to the sin epidemic in our world.
 So, Father, as the world seems to be turned upside down right 
now, what can I do? How can we live and overcome this drastic 
pandemic? I would like answers - like those with Jesus questioning 
why the young man was born blind. Jesus responded to them, “but 
this happened so that the works of God might be displayed in him.” 
(John 9:3) My greatest desire is that God have His way in my life 
and in our world. He reminds me, the answer, the resolve is nothing 
new. Do what you already know. Walk out what you know, and you 
can overcome this pandemic.
 Our Indiana AG women’s mission statement since 2015 will direct 
us to how you and I can OVERCOME every PANDEMIC.

LOOKING UP - I am reminded of the Natalie Grant song that says, 
“Your presence is my greatest weapon.” Throughout the Word of 
God, we learn that praise and worship takes us into the presence 
of the Father. There is no sin pandemic, there is no Coronavirus 
in the throne room of the Father. My husband recently preached--
via Facebook, which is not in his comfort zone by a long shot--that 
God is still on the throne. Nothing about our current situation has 
changed the presence of Jesus. It is sweeter today than it has ever 
been. As you find yourself facing fear, dread, and worry, pull out 

the weapon of His presence. Jeremiah 33:3, “Call to Me and I will 
answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do 
not know.”

LOOKING IN - Joshua 3:5, “Joshua told the people, ‘Consecrate 
yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among 
you.’” I have been so challenged through these last few weeks to 
really do some soul searching. Through a devotional that I have 
been reading, the challenge was made to take two weeks, kneel 
and pray and ask God to reveal your sin to you. “WHAT sin? I dealt 
with that pandemic a long time ago! This will be a short, quick 
prayer time.” So, I have started kneeling at my altar (given to me 
by Karen Schatzline at Vital) and asking God to reveal my sin. I 
will tell you, He has not been silent in this matter. God has been 
showing me things in my character that need GREAT improvement. 
He has revealed His measure in my life and where I am lacking. I 
am reading more, spending more time in study, and finding myself 
digging into the Word more than ever before. Do you want to take 
the challenge? Read study Psalm 51. David, the man after God’s 

own heart, needed to repent regularly.

LOOKING OUT - When the social isolation and the 
“non-essential” driving announcements were made, I 
found myself totally overwhelmed. I felt like I couldn’t 
breathe, and I needed to somehow to get out of this 
mess. When we walked into our sanctuary the first 
Sunday for our first Facebook Live broadcast, my heart 
dropped to see the empty seats. I really thought, “There 
is no way I can live like this.” Then an idea hit me, reach 
out to someone else. I took a box of cards home and 
wrote to dozens of people to just say, “I love you. You are 

valued. We are going to get through this. You are not alone.” I have 
practiced this method so many times through my life. When I have 
been on an extended missions trip and started to get homesick, I’d 
find someone who looked a little lonelier than me and do my best 
to reach out to them. WOW! What a difference that has made for me. 
We have missionaries all around the world. I am trying to keep up 
on Facebook posts, praying over them. Messaging some of them to 
touch those who are being affected in even greater ways than I can 
imagine. Who can I help? God has set us up right now to share His 
love, His peace, and His cure with those around us. Can you reach 
out to someone today through social media or by sending a card in 
the mail? Let them know you are here for them?
 The greatest tragedy of this time would be if we walk through it 
and then resume life as it was before--that we learn nothing from 
these days. Do I believe God caused this pandemic? The Word 
says, “Good and perfect gifts come from the Father.” (James 1:17)  
Nothing about this has been good. But, I do KNOW WITHOUT A 
DOUBT that God is using this time to get our attention. The whole 
world stopped. He got our attention. I don’t believe the Father 
will waste pain. It would be great for you to begin to write the life 
lessons you are learning during this time. It has been said, “The 
shortest pencil is longer than the longest memory.” Develop your 
plans for improvement. Reevaluate your priorities and refuse to go 
back to the stress-filled, busyness that plagued you before. 
 So, I am challenging us to LOOK UP, LOOK IN, and LOOK OUT!

OVERCOMING A PANDEMIC
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JON SUSA, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARY

MISSIONARIES LAUNCH CHURCH PLANT
 In the midst of a global pandemic that 
has impacted many lives and has everyone 
restricted in self-quarantine and social 
distancing…how about some good news? 
 One of our extraordinary Indiana District 
missionaries, the Chappel family (Bill, Melissa, 
Will, Logan, & Victoria), launched their first 
church, Discovery Church, in the city of 
Tuam, Ireland. Tuam is a vibrant, growing 
community of Ireland, but it is still reeling 
from infamously abusive mother and baby 
homes. There is no better location though for 
a lighthouse to be planted than in the midst of 
dark places. 
 That is precisely the heartbeat of AGWM’s 
theme (displayed on the cover) for this year: 
Compelled. Isaiah 61:1-2 (NKJV) proclaims, 
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, 
because the Lord has anointed Me to preach 
good tidings to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison 
to those who are bound; to 
proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all who mourn…” 
Such a declaration causes us to 
be compelled to respond and 
act with divine authority, and 
to be the hope embodied that 
our world greatly needs in this 
desperate hour.

 Amazingly, at the launch of Discovery 
Church in Tuam, they saw God bring 121 
people to their first service! Through your 
faithfulness in giving, there is now a life-
giving and eternity-altering church in Tuam 
which is bringing hope to the city and beyond. 
I know the Chappels (along with all of our 
missionaries and global partners) are truly 
grateful for their district churches and pastors 
who continue to pray and partner with them. 
Your continued commitment in and through 
this season has fueled the dream to see this 
church planted that is, even now in the midst 
of all these global restrictions caused by 
COVID-19, impacting lives for Jesus!    
 You can view a video recap through the 
following link via Bill Chappel’s facebook 
page: https://www.facebook.com/bill.
chappel.3/videos/10218254281089371/

HOME AND AVAILABLE

WORLD MISSIONARIES 
Doug & Kristi Allee

Philippines
asalguod@gmail.com  

(765) 615-6309
David & Donna Delp - Africa

david@calibrate360.com
(317) 695-4109

Zach & Amy Holdeman
Mozambique

zachariah.holdeman@agmd.org 
(765) 247-8486

Rick & Gloria McCartney - Wales 
rick.mccartney@agmd.org 

(574) 968-7600
Scott & Erin Pongratz

South Africa 
scott@reachingsouthafrica.org 

(317) 764-3427
Carolyn Slaughter

Northern Asia 
carolyn.slaughter@pm.me 

(317) 430-7989
Bernie & Brenda Smith

Togo/West Africa
bernie.smith@agmd.org

(765) 413-5102
Nathan & Lisa Turney

New Zealand
nathan.turney@agmd.org

(417) 840-5499

WORLD MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATES 

David & Roxana Alvarez
Equatorial Guinea

davalv04@gmail.com
(260) 403-7949

Sara Nelson - DR Congo
sara.nelson@ma.agmd.org

(317) 446-0267

Alley Pollard - Sensitive Country
alleypollard95@gmail.com

(812) 236-2446

Jay & Delite Ritter
Sensitive Country

jritterasa@aol.com
(765) 404-5695
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NEWS AND VIEWS

Grace Tabernacle-Crawford held it’s first service on 
January 5, 2020, with 170 in attendance in Milltown, 
including Indiana District Church Development 
Director Jeff Carlson, attended the service. The 
church is the fruit of years of ministry to people 
battling addiction. The Transformation House 
ministry, under the leadership of Gary and Mary 
Decker, has altered the eternal destinies of 
hundreds of broken people. Most who attended 
have come out of drug addiction and are full of fire 
to bring as many people to the same power that 
liberated them. As the church offering envelope 
was handed to Lead Pastor Greg Carter, Steve Lynch 
smilingly said, “Pastor Greg, this is probably the only 
offering taken up today in an Assemblies of God 
church where the cash smells like marijuana.” 

On February 9, 2020, Superintendent Don Gifford 
consecrated Pastor John and Heather Spencer as 
the new pastors of Princeton Oasis.  After having 
pastored the church for 29 years, former Pastor Mike 
Marsh passed the baton several months prior to the 
consecration service. Special presentations were 
made to Pastor John and Heather during the service. 

On January 5th, 2020, 
Superintendent Don 
and Diane Gifford, 
attended a special 
dedication service at 
Lafayette Mount Hope. 
Pastor Bryan and Tiffany 
Courtney welcomed 
their congregation 
to the new building. 
A fellowship dinner 
followed the dedication 
service.

After 16 years, Pastor Randy Blankenship passed the baton on January 5, 2020 
to Devin and Jennifer Galloway as the new lead pastors of Kokomo New Life. 
Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford shared ministry on February 16th in a 
consecration service for them.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

A special Gold Medal of Achievement 
Ceremony was held at Auburn Souls 
Harbor Church on Saturday, January 18th. 
Four young men received the highest 
award in Royal Rangers from Outpost 
174. Less than 100 young men in the 
history of Royal Rangers in Indiana have 
received this award. The names of the 
four are: Matthias Rowe, Vincent Worden, 
Dakota Shaw, and Joseph Armstrong. 
They received letters from General 
Superintendent Doug Clay, Indiana 
Superintendent Don Gifford, Indiana 
Governor Eric Holcomb, State Senator 
Dennis Kruse, State Representative Ben 
Smaltz, U.S. Senator Mike Braun, and U.S. 
Representative Jim Banks. Pastor Mark 
Snodderly’s letter, as well as others, were 
read during the ceremony. Their parents 
presented them with the medal, with the 
exception of Joseph Armstrong, whose 
grandparents presented his medal to 
him. Congratulations to Commander Mike 
Holbrook and to these Indiana Rangers 
who have achieved such high honors.

Superintendent Don Gifford conducted the consecration service of Pastor Doug and 
Rebecca Harris at Rensselaer The Bridge on November 24, 2019.  Pastor Doug and his 
church have a real heart for community outreach, and the congregation is very open to 
the Word of God.

To book your time at The Place, or for more 
information, please contact Jen at

(317) 872-9812, ext. 104 | jreese@indianaag.org

Credentialed Indiana Ministers receive three 
days and two nights free each year.

The Place is located at
Lake Placid Christian Conference Center

0397 South 200 East
Hartford City, IN 47348

With Christ...
Robert “Jay” Nicoson, age 47, of Evansville, 
Indiana, passed away on Saturday, January 

4, 2020. Jay graduated 
from World Harvest 
Bible College in 
Columbus, Ohio, in 
1997. He was the lead 
pastor of Oak Hill 
Christian Center from 
2013-present. Jay loved 
his wife, Kimberly, and 

kids, Braden and Jaelyn, deeply. 

Larry Gene Stevens, 
age 74, of Elm Mott, 
passed away on 
Sunday, January 12, 
2020. Larry and his 
wife, Arlene, served 
as missionaries for 37 
years to the countries 
of Malawi, Tanzania 

and Botswana on the continent of Africa. 
He was an active member of Victorious Life 
Church in Robinson.

Michael “Mick” 
Tomlinson, age 64, of 
Warsaw, Indiana passed 
away on Thursday, 
January 16, 2020, in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana. 
Mick was senior pastor 
at Nappanee New 
Beginnings for the 

past 18 years. He leaves behind his wife of 
44 years, Carolyn, and his two daughters,  
Michelle, and Jessica.  

Stanley R. “Stan the 
Man” Zack, age 65, late 
of Cedar Lake, Indiana, 
passed away on 
Tuesday, December 17, 
2019. Beloved husband 
of Sheila, and dad to 
Jason and Jennifer. 

William H. Douglas, 
age 93, of Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, passed away 
Wednesday, April 1, 
2020. Born on June 11, 
1926 in Flint, Michigan. 
Ordained by the 
Assemblies of God in 

1949, William and Thelma Douglas pastored 
eight churches in their lifetime. Rev. 
William Douglas was senior pastor for 22 
years and was pastor Emeritus for 23 years 
at Fort Wayne First Assembly of God. He is 
preceded in death by his wife of 72 years, 
Thelma B. (Hansen) Douglas; son, Richard 
Douglas; sister, Virginia Stork; and brother, 
James Douglas.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

2020 MINISTER’S WIVES AND WOMEN IN MINISTRY RETREAT
 I was, again, honored to lead the Minister’s Wives & Women 
in Ministry Retreat at the beautiful Season’s Lodge in Nashville, 
Indiana. The venue was wonderful with 140 ladies coming 
together! The Princess Warrior theme was taken from Joshua 
1:9, “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go.” Speaker Laurie Hoyt brought powerful Words in three 
sessions together -- to be a daughter of the King, we are CHOSEN, 
we have a PLACE, and we are not ALONE. We are His princesses 
for a purpose! I am the Lord’s. What you have increases only 
when you pour it out. Pour like the woman God made you to 
be. Worship changes the atmosphere, so be a thermostat and 
set the temperature. In Jesus’ eyes your boulder is a grain of 
sand! Trust God in the waiting! These are just a few nuggets we 
all received.  

 Tracy Bradford and Cammie Calhoun shared personal 
experiences called “Princess Stories.” We honored Kim Nicoson 
(Evansville Oak Hill) by reading letters from her son and daughter, 
and presenting her with gifts and a scholarship for next year.  
 Many thanks to my co-workers at the district office for their 
help and support as I was recovering from back surgery. They 
lifted me up, and it all came together!  Of course, Pastor Don is 
my hero, caregiver and biggest encourager.
 We serve the greatest minister’s wives, staff wives, credentialed 
women, and women in leadership. We enjoyed awesome food, 
fellowship, anointed worship led by Paula Gallaway, preaching 
of the Word, powerful times of prayer, much laughter, many 
tears, hilarious games, lots of giveaways, sharing our hearts, 
bearing one another’s burdens -- loving on each other as 
women with a call of God to serve in ministry.    -Diane Gifford


