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DONALD G. GIFFORD, SUPERINTENDENT

THE MANIFEST PRESENCE OF GOD
WHAT DO PEOPLE SEE AND HEAR?

 The text used at District Council for the communion service was Acts 
2:32-33, “This is Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 
Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received 
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this 
which you now see and hear.”
 The question that came into my spirit was what do people see and 
hear from me? What do they see and hear in our families, in our small 
groups, and in our corporate worship services?
 The Apostle Peter is explaining, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, the experience of those in the upper room having received 
the promise of the Father, the enduement of power from on high, as 
recorded in Acts 2:14-47.
 One of our Indiana District Assemblies of God core values is Manifest 
Presence of God. The word “manifest” means clear or obvious to 
the eye or mind. As a verb the word manifest is a demonstration, a 
proof, when something becomes apparent through the appearance  
of evidence.
 Peter uses scripture to explain the resurrection of Jesus from Psalm 
16:10, “For You will not leave my soul in Sheol (the abode of the dead), 
nor will You allow Your Holy One to see (undergo) corruption.”
 The experience of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit has been declared 
and evident to all present. The experience was based on the Scriptures 
where the prophet Joel declared in the last days He would pour out his 
Spirit on all flesh (Joel 2:28-32). 
 The crowd that was in Jerusalem for the Feast Day of Pentecost 
saw and heard the 120 speaking in other tongues. Dr. Wave Nunnally 
states from “An Independent Study Textbook of the Book of Acts,” the 
experience of receiving the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is not simply 
subjective, based on or influenced by personal feelings, tastes or 
opinions. The crowd could see and hear Galileans speak in their own 
dialects the wonderful words of God. They understood their words, 
but did not understand the purpose of such a happening. Though 
the crowd was confused, all were amazed and marveled; some even 
mocking, saying, “these are full of new wine.” This did not detract 
those who had received. Peter goes on to refer to this experience 
from Psalm 16:11, “You will show me the path of life; in Your presence 
is fullness of joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore”  
(Acts 2:28). 
 This was a new truth to me from Dr. Stanley Horton in his commentary 
on the book of Acts. The word used for wine refers to sweet new wine, 
that is, sweet, unfermented grape juice. What the mockers meant 
is “these men, too abstemious (temperate or restrained) to touch 
anything fermented, have made themselves drunk on grape juice.” No 
matter what the crowd thought, those who had received the promise 
of the Father continued to thank and praise God not only in their own 
dialects but in new languages that Jesus had given them. 
 Peter Scazzero taught us to practice the presence of God in the 
presence of people. So when people are with us or in our homes or 
come to our church, what do they walk away having seen or heard 
or experienced for themselves? When is the last time people left our 
church service and said, “I saw a man in church today who had been 
lame his whole life and he was jumping around praising God” like in 

Acts 3:8-10? Do people engage the tangible, undeniable presence by 
evidence of an undeniable manifest presence of God in their emotions, 
or clear evidence of the power of God through signs and wonders? 
 When was the last time people said of us as they did of Peter in 
Acts 4:13-14, “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and 
perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled.  
And they realized that they had been with Jesus. Seeing the man who 
had been healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it”?
 The story of seeing and hearing continues in Acts 6. Stephen is 
proclaiming Jesus in great power. Miraculous signs and opposition 
arises from the religious leaders who stir up the people. Acts 6:15, “All 
who were sitting in the Sanhedrin looked intently at Stephen, and they 
saw that his face was like the face of an angel.”   
 Stephen preaches a very seeker sensitive message so no one will be 
offended. Acts 6:51 & 54, “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised 
hearts and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit! When they heard this 
they were furious and gnashed their teeth, but Stephen full of the Holy 
Spirit looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 
at the right hand of God. The people refused to hear and covered their 
ears, yelled and rushed at him, dragged him out and began to stone him.” 
This had a dramatic effect on Saul who was persecuting Christians and 
who heard Stephen pray “Lord Jesus receive my spirit and do not hold 
this sin against them.”
 From Dr. Michael Brown’s book “Playing With Holy Fire”: 

1. Be careful not to put out the Spirit’s fire.
2. We must not develop a negative attitude toward  
    prophetic words.
3. We must test everything by the Word and Spirit.
4. We must hold on to the good. 

 The Word given by Pastor Scott Wilson rings loud to me. We must 
“Clear the Stage” to make room for the Holy Spirit to speak and 
to perform signs and wonders. We must not do away with giving 
people an opportunity to experience a Word from the Lord during our 
gatherings, to receive Jesus, to be healed, and to receive a clear call of 
God in their lives that will direct their steps moving forward. 
 When I read passages in the Old Testament like Leviticus 9:24, “And 
fire came out from before the LORD and consumed the burnt offering 
and the fat on the altar. When all the people saw it, they shouted and fell 
on their faces.” Also II Chronicles 5 and 7, “The house of the LORD was 
filled with a cloud, so the priest could not continue ministering because 
of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the house of God, later the 
people bowed with their faces to the ground and worshiped.”
 These as well as other Old Testament passages tell of the 
undeniable manifest presence of God. My thought -- this is all old 
covenant; we live in the new covenant where everything is better! 
We should not be seeing or hearing less but more of the manifest 
presence of God. Please make room in your life, family, small groups 
and corporate worship services for people to experience the manifest 
presence of God.  
 My prayer is that Indiana will see and hear and experience sounds 
from heaven and a great outpouring of God’s manifest presence!
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IS GOD CALLING PEOPLE INTO FULL TIME MINISTRY ANYMORE?
 It seems like ever since I came to the office last July, pastors have 
been calling looking for a youth pastor, children’s pastor, worship 
leader, or the superhero who can do all three, more than ever before. 
Unfortunately, we only have a few resumes here at the office for any 
of these positions. Student Ministries Director Steve Furr, says he 
has never had a time like this where he has consistently had fewer 
resumes for youth pastors and children’s pastors. It brings up a few 
questions in my mind. Is God calling people anymore? Are people 
saying no to the call? If not, where are they? Are we preaching on the 
call of God?
 What I would like to do is dive into this topic for this article as well 
as the next “Envoy” article. I want to look at where we are and what 
needs to change in the coming years if we are going to have enough 
people to fill our full-time vocational ministry opportunities. For 
the purposes of these articles, when I refer to a full-time vocational 
ministry calling, or the likes, I am referring to anyone called to full-
time ministry whether they receive their full income from doing 
ministry or from other jobs. 
 So, I ask this question to pastors and leaders in our churches…
when is the last time you preached about the call of God? Now let 
me stop and say this, I am not talking about a marketplace call 
that every Christian has. Whether you are working in an office, 
warehouse, farming, are a stay-at-home mom, or are retired, you 
have a call. We are called by God to go into the highways and 
byways and compel them to come in. Every Christian everywhere 
has this call, and it is a vital part of the Kingdom of God. The call to 
go to the marketplace is one component of Church growth. People 
leave the church building and become the hands and feet of Jesus 
everywhere they go. They are carriers of His presence, and as they 
live their lives, they should be affecting others, and then bringing 
them into the local church body. Pastor, when was the last time you 
preached about the call of God?
 I remember hearing many messages preached about the call to 
full-time vocational ministry. Isaiah 6 says, “In the year that King 
Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted...
Woe to me, I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 
among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the 
Lord Almighty...Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall 
I send? And Who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I.  Send me!’”
 Jeremiah 1 says, “The word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘Before 
I formed you in the womb, I knew you, before you were born I set you 
apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.’” Then, of course, 
in Matthew 4, Jesus looked at the young men following him, and he 
said, “follow me and I will make you fishers of men!”
 It was not uncommon to hear a message like this followed by the 
pastor giving an altar call. People would come to the altar and hang 
out there, tarry for a while and give God an opportunity to speak 
to them. Some might say, “Chad you are an old soul. We don’t do 

church like that anymore.” I didn’t say that this is the only way God 
speaks. But I am asking, is God calling people anymore? And the 
answer is, “Yes!”
 If God is still calling people to full-time vocational ministry, where 
are they? What is happening from the time they receive the call of 
God while at church camp, or youth service, or Sunday service, or 
riding in the car, to the point in time that they are ready to start 
ministry? Here are a few possibilities. They let someone talk them 
out of it. “Why would you want that responsibility? Who wants to 
be a preacher? If you are a pastor, you can never have fun. People 
will always be in your business.” I had many people make fun of 
me and tease me because I said yes to the call. Another possibility 
is that those being called are not taking care of the call and are 
disqualifying themselves before they ever get started. The call is 
very sacred. Not that the called are better than anyone else, but 
just like God called Mary to bring forth the child Jesus, they have 
been called to bring forth the word of God, love on people, see 
signs, wonders and miracles take place, pastor in the suburbs, be 
missionaries in Africa, lead worship, be a church planter in the 
inner city, etc. The call comes with a purpose, and it comes with a 
target. Another answer to what happens to the called is some of our 
young people don’t have spiritual moms and dads that are praying 
for them, pleading the blood of Jesus over them, and Satan takes 
them out. This is a war that we are in. There are a number of reasons 
that could cause us to have a shortage of younger ministers to fill our 
ministry positions, but I believe that God is still calling people.
 As a 16-year-old boy I had a desire to be a police officer. Back then 
I would get the local newspaper and look up police officer jobs to see 
what communities were hiring and how much they paid. It wasn’t 
much. Then the Lord started dropping a thought into my spirit, “Why 
don’t you be a youth pastor?” For several weeks this happened. I 
thought it was strange to have those thoughts since I wanted to be a 
police officer. Then one Sunday night, I was at the altar after Bruce 
McCarty had finished preaching. As I was praying that same thought 
kept coming to my mind, “Why don’t you be a youth pastor?” 
About that time, my fifth grade Sunday school teacher came up to 
me and gave me a prophetic word confirming what God had been 
saying to me. He was calling me into the ministry. It was the first 
prophetic word I had ever received. God used His supernatural gifts 
to confirm what he was speaking to me. The call was sacred in my 
spirit. Preparation at Central Bible College was the next step. I did 
my internship at Crawfordsville First Assembly with Pastor Gary 
Hanson, in the summer of 1994, and then returned after graduation 
in 1995, to serve as youth and children’s pastor.
 Is God still calling people? Yes, He is. What I want to look at in my 
next “Envoy” article is how we get our people who are called, trained 
so they can fill the voids that we have at many of our churches.
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JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND MEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

 Back in April, at one of the meetings we host, pastors were 
telling Easter stories. Some had great days and some, not so 
much. Some set attendance records and some saw no bump 
at all. I don’t know what your #Easter2019 was like, but it was 
probably like these pastors were describing or somewhere 
in between. 
 I remember as a pastor having those kinds of conversations. 
I’m convinced, NO PASTOR is truly happy with a special event 
or holiday service, or community outreach unless 100% of their 
people attend AND bring a friend! Of course, this never happens 
and when it’s at its worst this can be very discouraging. 
 Maybe you can relate.
 Recently, Steve Pike was with us for a day of the Multiplication 
Initiative. He said something which stuck with me…You have to 
go with the goers. 
 We must start being OK working with the people who want 
to work with us. We must stop paying attention to the hijackers 
of our vision or trying to rescue the people disgruntled, or who 
don’t want to be rescued. All we can really do is walk towards 
Jesus with those who want to go with us. 
 All we can do is provide OPPORTUNITIES. 
 We can offer the greatest outreach event in human history…
but we can’t make people come.
 We can offer the best pathway to leadership…but we can’t 
make those with the gift of leadership take the path.
 We can create vast discipleship options for people to grow…
but we can’t make them hungry for the things of God. 
 We can offer the masses the greatest gift of salvation….but we 
can’t turn their hearts to the Father. 
 All we can ever really do is provide OPPORTUNITIES. 
 We all want everyone to take every OPPORTUNITY we 
provide. But the reality is, this decision or outcome is not up 
to us. This is the divine tension in serving in ministry. We obey 
what God directs, but He must bring the increase. The increase 
He brings only comes when other humans cooperate with the 
Holy Spirit drawing them. It’s an OPPORTUNITY but not a 
guarantee. When humans (or even ourselves) do not respond in 

this tension point, we can grow very discouraged.
 One thing we need to work on is disconnecting our worth 
from the results of our ministry. This assumes a leader isn’t 
lazy and is working hard to build the Kingdom as God leads 
and instructs. If this is true, the results of ministry are up to the 
divine tension between God and man, not to us. This is why we 
can pray, fast, and work our fingers to the bone and still see, 
what we consider, limited results. People still must choose to 
cooperate with God. It’s exhausting to believe our value is based 
on the result of our effort only. If the leaders of Indiana could 
get free of this culturally based destructive idea of value, we’d 
be healthier and far more effective developing and providing 
OPPORTUNTIIES for people to take - or not take. It’s not our 
call.
 Another thing we can do is take advantage of the 
OPPORTUNITIES offered to us. If afforded a day off or vacation 
time, TAKE IT! You are not a super human who doesn’t need 
to rest weekly and for extended times a couple times a year. 
Also, connect with other local pastors. Utilize your ministry 
group and/or clergy association. You’re not supposed to do this 
alone! Further, find OPPORTUNITIES to train and get better at 
the craft of ministry. Ministry is one of the few professional jobs 
which requires no continuing education. This doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t continue to grow. Join a cohort (I prefer the Church 
Life variety), get some coaching, and intentionally read books 
which strengthen your skills. Find a mentor and let someone 
else speak into your life. Invest in yourself! There are any 
number of OPPORTUNITIES out there for leaders to grow…
but you must choose for yourself not be an island or give in 
to arrogant thoughts of self-sufficiency. Instead, choose to take 
advantage of the OPPORTUNITIES all around you to advance. 

PROVIDE, TAKE, AND FIND OPPORTUNITIES

C H U R C H  C O L L E C T I V E

BIG.SMALL.

LEVERAGING THE POWER OF SMALL

A one day event designed to empower and equip pastors
of small churches (less than 125) through training,

connection, and 'town hall' collaboration.
 

Lunch Included
 

Register for free at indianaag.org

AUGUST 10 | 9AM-3PM

MARANATHA TABERNACLE - LOOGOOTEE

 

AUGUST 24 | 9AM-3PM

ABUNDANT LIFE - WARSAW

ABUNDANT LIFE CHURCH - INDIANAPOLIS

R E G I O N A L
2 0 1 9

O N E

D A Y

SEPTEMBER 7   |   MEN'S BREAKFAST EVENT

Portage
Crossroads Family Church

Bedford
First Assembly of God

Indianapolis
Diversity Church

North Manchester
Sweetwater Assembly of God

Evansville
Oak Hill Christian Center

Noblesville
Life Church

Scottsburg
New Life Assembly of God

REGISTER ONLINE AT
INDIANAAG.ORG
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2019-2020 Levels Schedule

CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE
Aug. 24, 2019 Acts (T)

CERT 103
Introduction to Theology

LIC 201
Theology of Worship

ORD 301
Sept. 21, 2019 Introduction to Hermeneutics

CERT 105
Eschatology (T)

LIC 206
The Pentateuch

ORD 303
Oct. 19, 2019 Prison Epistles (T)

CERT 104
Introduction to Homiletics

LIC 205
Church Administration and Law

ORD 310
Nov. 23, 2019 AG History, Missions 

& Governance
CERT 107

Romans (T)
LIC 204

Theology of Prayer
ORD 309

Jan. 25, 2020 Relationships & Ethics 
in Ministry (T)

CERT 108

Old Testament Survey
LIC 203

Church Leadership
ORD 308

Feb. 22, 2020 The Life of Christ
CERT 101

Effective Leadership (T)
LIC 208

Preaching in Cultural Context
ORD 305

March 21, 2020 Introduction to Pentecostal  
Doctrine (T)

CERT 102

New Testament Survey
LIC 202

Pastoral Ministry
ORD 307

April 18, 2020 The Local Church in Evangelism
CERT 106

Conflict Management (T)
LIC 209

The Poetic Books
ORD 304

May 30, 2020 Spirit Empowered Churches
CERT 110

Introduction to AG Missions (T)
LIC 207

Corinthians
ORD 302

Class times are 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.
**Internships are required ONLY for those pursuing ministerial credentials.
All internships are through Berean School of the Bible (https://www.globaluniversity.edu/berean_index.cfm).  
See internship information on the ISOM website.
(T) indicates a course on the transitional list. This schedule applies to those who started credential courses under the old Berean  
schedule and who now need to take courses on the transitional level.

CHAD MCATEE, MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

FINE ARTS AND GRAND CLUB CELEBRATION RECAP
 Indiana Fine Arts 2019 was a great day with several hundred 
students glorifying God with their gifts. Special thanks, again, 
to Lafayette River City for hosting such a great day.  
 The Speed the Light Grand Club Celebration Lunch at District 
Council was fun with our National Speed the Light Director 
Eric Hoffman, and our own Superintendent Pastor Don Gifford, 

receiving his 1 in 5,000 shirt for raising over $1,500 this year by 
running the mini marathon! Our top 3 churches were incredible 
this year:  Marion Lighthouse gave $43,695.60, West Lafayette 
Connection Point gave $22,666.91, and LaPorte AG gave 
$14,270.48! Thank you to ALL of those who gave to spread the 
gospel through Speed the Light!
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

July 30-August 3
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

 God showed up once again! Our Regional Encounter theme, 
“On a Voyage” seemed to resonate with the ladies across Indiana. 
Special thanks to the seven locations across Indiana that hosted 
our women: Merrillville Living Hope, Rochester Safe Harbor, 
Delphi First, Muncie Glad Tidings, Mooresville Springhill, 
Evansville Good Shepherd, and Madison Assembly. Each host 
church went above and beyond to provide a great atmosphere 
and we are so blessed by their accommodations. We are excited 
to announce we had 1,456 women attending from 114 churches 
this year. Another interesting number is 40 different churches 
participated in the preparation of our Regional Encounter. It 
truly is a team effort.
 Our Regional Encounter project was Homeless Hygiene Bags. 
We asked women to bring in hygiene products that we could 
distribute to any churches in our district that had ministries 
to the homeless. We had five churches request the products 
and were able to divide our $7,954.65 worth of products to the 
following churches:- Evansville Cathedral of Praise, Evansville 
Oak Hill, Richmond Lighthouse, Columbus Northview, and 
Lafayette Mount Hope. We love blessing churches in Indiana. 
Watch for the next opportunity for your church to be blessed. 

REGIONAL ENCOUNTER

2019 Mite Offering “ReMade”
We will be partnering with ReMade! ReMade is passionate about 
empowering Indian women through sustainable, respectable 
work, fair income and benefits, and education and training. The 
goal is to not just have vintage saris remade into one-of-a-kind 
products; but to see women’s thoughts, self-worth, and lives 
remade as well. It costs $5,000 to create a ReMade center and 
sustain it for one year, at which point it becomes self-sustaining. 
We would like to help build three ReMade centers through 
Indiana District Women’s 
Ministries. Remember, this is 
a Mite Offering - and every 
offering counts!

Ladies from all seven regions came together to sort donations for 
Homeless Hygiene Bags and prepare them for distribution.
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JON SUSA, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARY

WORLD MISSIONARIES 
HOME AND AVAILABLE

Kevin & Wendy Beery 
Belgium

kevin.beery@agmd.org 
(260) 797-2048

David & Donna Delp - Africa
david@calibrate360.com
donna@calibrate360.com 

(317) 695-4109 

Ryan & Jenny Elliff
The Baltics

jenny.elliff@agmd.org 
(409) 289-4513 

Russ & Sarah Farhoud 
Equatorial Guinea

russ.farhoud@agmd.org
sarah.farhoud@agmd.org

(254) 432-3261

Herb & Karen Johnson
Philippines

herb.johnson@gmail.com
karen.johnson@gmail.com

Chris & Amy Stubbs 
South Africa

chris.stubbs@agmd.org
amymstubbs@gmail.com

(812) 545-5525

WORLD MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATES 

HOME AND AVAILABLE
 

David & Roxana Alvarez 
Equatorial Guinea

davalv04@gmail.com
(260) 403-7949

Candace Cowsert - Spain
candace.cowsert@gmail.com

(219) 508-3638

Jay & Delite Ritter
Sensitive Country

jritterasa@aol.com
(765) 404-5695

James & Sarah Young - Eurasia
theyoungs@protonmail.com

(765) 577-5202

The following is an excerpt of an article 
highlighting our Indiana missionaries to 
Nicaragua, Matt and Eva Barlow (you can 
read the full article at https://news.ag.org/en/
Features/Claimed-for-God-s-Purpose).

 Eva Barlow stood on the threshold of a 
small building in Managua, Nicaragua. It was 
not a pleasant place—its rafters were termite-
riddled, the floor was littered with rubbish, 
and there were no windows or bathroom 
facilities. The crowning glory was a basketball-
sized beehive in one corner. 
 As Eva looked inside, she heard the quiet 
voice of God — This will be a deaf school. Eva 
studied the building more closely. She realized 
the foundation and some of the walls were still 
strong, and went to tell her husband, Matt, 
what she sensed the Lord was saying. “We 
decided to pray around the building,” Matt 
and Eva say. “We simply claimed it for the Lord 
and for His purpose.”
 Matt and Eva’s burden for deaf ministry 
had begun in 1987 with their participation in 
missions trips to Panama, Nicaragua, Peru, 
and Ecuador. The Barlows noted the isolation 
of the community and the lack of educational 
opportunities for them. 
 After much prayer and preparation, the 
Barlows said goodbye to their two adult sons, 
stepped out in faith, and moved to Nicaragua 
in 1994. They lived on the campus of Ebenezer 
Bible College and began developing key 

relationships 
with fellow 
missionaries, 
and several deaf 
young people 
hungry for 
learning and for 
God. They also 

learned Spanish and Nicaraguan sign language 
(which was still in its developmental stages).
 For a year following their arrival in 
Nicaragua, Matt (who is deaf) and Eva (who 
is hearing), prayed for God’s direction to 
open the doors to help the deaf. They had 
no specific plans for a school; however, the 
fact local deaf children lacked education and 
did not know how to sign made the idea of 
founding a school more logical. That’s when 
God birthed the vision.
 With the permission of the Special 
Education director of Nicaragua’s Ministry of 
Education, the school added a dormitory in 
1998. Eventually a preschool was added, and 
soon the Barlows were approved to open the 
first deaf high school in Nicaragua.
 When students (ranging from preschool 
to sixth grade) learned approval had been 
obtained, shouts of joy echoed across the 
basketball court where they had gathered 
to pray for favor. Matt and Eva recall, “We 
all joined hands and gave thanks to God for 
answered prayer, as now the deaf could have 
hope and a future!” 

CLAIMED FOR GOD’S PURPOSE
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pCredentialed Women met for 
lunch on Monday, May 20th at 
District Council.

pMonday night altar time 
with Brother Glen Mitchell and 
Brother Charles Crank who are 
leaving a rich legacy for our 
Indiana ministers.

pNathan Jorris led prayer 
over Student Ministries 
Director Steve Furr.

uEvelyn Drummond led us 
in prayer over our world 
and U.S. missionaries and 
shared a prophetic word.

pDistrict Music Director Paula 
Gallaway led us in worship 
during our Monday business 
session.

pRe-elected to serve another 
term as superintendent, Don 
Gifford, and his wife, Diane.

pRobby Bradford was elected 
to serve another term as  
Executive Presbyter At-Large.

pKeith Taylor was elected to 
serve as the Central Executive 
Presbyter.

pGreg Carter was re-elected to 
serve as Southeast Executive 
Presbyter.
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pThe Missions Luncheon was held at the Lafayette River City 
Community Center. Missionaries Herb and Karen Johnson were 
featured speakers, hosted by Sarah Hawkins and Jamie Bell. 

pLafayette River City Church 
graciously hosted our District 
Council. Worship on Monday 
evening was led by Adam 
Howard and the River City 
worship team.

pThe Monday evening 
offertory was by Valparaiso 
Heartland Christian Center 
small vocal ensemble Fine Arts 
Merit Award winners: Haley 
Brown, Eliza Atterbury, Lily 
O’Quinn, and Amanda Allen.

uThe altars were filled on 
Monday night after Rev. Scott 
Hagan preached a powerful 
message from Joshua 14, 
“Caleb, give me the tough 
assignments; hills and giants”.

pPresident of North Central 
University, and our featured 
speaker at the 74th Indiana 
District Council was Rev. Scott 
Hagan.

tSuperintendent’s Shepherd 
of the Year award was given 
to Pastor Jeff Hines, and his 
wife, Johanna. They pastor at 
LaPorte Assembly of God. Some 
members of his congregation 
showed up to surprise Pastor 
Jeff as he received his award.
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uSenior 
ministers 
gathered 
on Tuesday 
morning for 
breakfast at 
River City 
Church. Our 
seniors are 
led by Brother 
Johnny and 
Betty Garrison.

uFormer 
Superintendent 
Charles Crank, 
honored Rev. 
Larry Stevens 
and Rev. Norman 
Pennington 
as they were 
recognized for 
being ordained 
50 years.

uPaula Gallaway and 
other worship leaders 
from around the state 
led us in worship at 
the Tuesday, May 21st, 
communion service.

uExecutive officers: Front row: Chad McAtee, Ron Bontrager, 
and Don Gifford. Second row: Greg Allison, Robby Bradford, Greg 
Carter, Mike Bean, Keith Taylor and Brian Whidden.

tSuperintendent Don Gifford 
preached the Tuesday morning 
communion service. Pastor Don 
preached on “The Manifest 
Presence of God: What You See 
and Hear.”

qExecutive Secretary Chad 
McAtee honored those who had 
completed levels in Indiana 
School of Ministry, and those 
who had received ministerial 
credentials over the past year.

pStudents receiving their License to Minister.

pStudents receiving their Certificate of Ministry.

pStudents who finished levels in the Indiana School of Ministry.



2019 DISTRICT COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

13

pThe Ordination Class and those who prayed with them in the 
“laying on of hands” during the Tuesday night service. There were 
13 people ordained at the 74th Indiana District Council. They were 
(listed in alphabetical order): Philip Borjas, Candace Cowsert, 
Mark Daniel, Edward Garcia, Michael Holbrook, Adam Howard, Lisa 
Jacob, Michael Jacob, Nathan Jorris, Tiffany Patterson, John Thang 
Tom, Scott Tomatz, and James Walsh.
tSuperintendent Don Gifford and Former Superintendent Charles 
Crank led the processional at the ordination service.

pWorship at the ordination 
serice was led by Adam Howard 
and the River City worship 
team.

pThe ordination service 
speaker was North Central 
University President Scott 
Hagan.

pSeveral ministers met on Wednesday morning after district 
council for the Annual Bike Ride for Missions led by Dave Lade. 
Participants met at West Lafayette Connection Point Church for 
the 20-mile bike ride.

pOrdained minister Jim 
Walsh and his wife, Robin, 
were prayed over by Pastor 
Zach Maddox and Executive 
Presbyter Greg Carter.

pPastor Scott Tomatz, and his 
wife, Lyndsey, were prayed for 
by Executive Presbyter Mike 
Bean. 

uNathan Jorris, and his wife 
Sophia, were prayed over by 
presbyter Bob Monroe and 
Nathan’s father, Barry Jorris. pPurdue Chi Alpha celebrated 

Tiffany Patterson’s ordination.

pThe Charles Crank Golf 
Classic began with a shotgun 
start on Wednesday, May 22nd. 
The men ate lunch after they 
finished playing.

t Jim Calhoun, teen camp 1 
speaker, and Brother Charles 
Crank, enjoyed a round of golf.
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With Christ...
Donald Leroy Reed, 77, of 
Fort Wayne, Indiana passed 
away on April 18, 2019 in 
Fort Wayne. He earned three 
degrees, B.S., M.S., and PhD 
in Education from Indiana 
State University. He was 
also an ordained minister 

under the General Council Assemblies of God. 
Don was a lifelong educator and pastor, leading 
several Indiana schools and community col-
leges and ministering as Senior Adults pastor 
at First Assembly of God in Fort Wayne. 
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DEFINING MOMENTS...CHANGING LIVES 
If you are searching for a beautiful, peaceful,  

Christ-centered retreat center, look no further!   
Lake Placid is 100 acres of peaceful serenity, 

wonderful wildlife, a beautiful lake, and amazing 
facilities!  If you are interested in reserving a space, 

call Mary at (866) 939-5722.
Lake Placid Christian Conference Center

397 S. 200 E, Hartford City, IN 47348

pMay 30, 2019, our credentials team gathered with ministerial candidates for 
Credential Orientation and interviews at the district office.

pKenji and Sierra Kuriyama are missionaries at 
Indiana University and are being sent next year, with 
a team from our state, to pioneer a brand new Chi 
Alpha ministry at Ohio State University. 

Ryan and Jenny Elliff are being sent by Indiana Chi 
Alpha, with a team as well, to begin planting Chi 
Alpha groups across Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia. 

Students and staff at IU Chi Alpha raised thousands 
of dollars to see both teams (made up of former 
university students who are now missionaries) sent 
out in the next twelve months.

puOn April 28, Superintendent Don and Diane 
Gifford installed Kenneth and Lori Groves as the 
new pastors of Lake Village New Life Community 
Church at a special consecration service. This 
church started about five years ago as a PAC church 
under Pastor James Clark in DeMotte. They are at 
district affiliated status now, with the potential of 
purchasing their present building and eventually 
adding a new sanctuary.

uqSuperintendent 
Don and Diane Gifford 
had the pleasure of 
installing Scott and 
Lyndsey Tomatz as the 
new pastors of Lowell 
Journey Church, at a 
special consecration 
service on April 7.
The Tomatzes 
transferred from the 
North Texas district. We 
are honored to welcome 
them to our Indiana 
District family!
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 The first weekend of June we had our Statewide Girls 
Ministries Retreat and Honors Celebration Ceremony. This year 
our theme was, “More Than Pretty,” and we talked about what 
true beauty looks like. We focused on Colossians 3:12, clothing 
ourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, 
and patience and how to become more like Jesus everyday. 
We had 75 girls and leaders attend this overnight retreat. Six 
girls gave their lives to the Lord for the first time and many 
more made a decision to daily seek the Lord and become more 

like Jesus. Statewide, we had 17 Honor Stars and three Honor 
Friends. We were able to celebrate 13 of these Honor Stars at our 
State Honors Ceremony which concluded our retreat Saturday 
afternoon. This was an amazing weekend where friendships 
were built, girls met with the Lord, and we celebrated the 
hard work and accomplishments of girls across the state. Girls 
Ministries Coordinator, Stacy Nuttall, is thankful for an amazing 
retreat and can’t wait until next year’s retreat the first weekend 
of June! 

GIRLS MINISTRIES RETREAT AND CEREMONY

 Our 2019 Junior Leadership Development Academy 
(JLDA) completed last weekend. We had boys from 
across Indiana and Michigan join us for a weekend full of 
challenges that gave these young men the opportunity to 
answer the question, “Do I have what it takes to become 
the man God created me to be?” 
 We experienced powerful times of worship led by 
John Tuckey of Fort Wayne First Assembly of God. On 
Saturday night the young men were challenged with 
a message from our district Royal Ranger Commander 

Michael Holbrook. He ministered from 2 Samuel 11-13, 
over how, like David, we are warriors of the cross. It was 
a powerful message with a great altar time where many 
came forward seeking God’s will in their life, salvation, 
and rededications.
 We have one more summer event left this year with 
Children’s Pastor, Darin Herzog, ministering to our young 
men at Rangerfest (July 26–28). Rangerfest is an action-
packed camp full of fun, friendship, competition, and, 
most importantly, Jesus. You won’t want to miss it!

RANGERS JUNIOR LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT


