DONALD G. GIFFORD, SUPERINTENDENT

BE WITH JESUS AND LIVE LIKE THE FAMILY OF GOD
During our annual spring Area Ministers Meetings, Executive
Secretary Chad McAtee and I encouraged our ministers to go on
a journey toward emotional, spiritual, relational and leadership
health.
I have been focused on three scriptures: I Timothy 4:16, “Take
heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing
this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.” I don’t
want to “have preached to others and then become a castaway
myself” (I Cor. 9:27). I never want God to have to go looking for my
replacement because I became disqualified like Israel’s first King
Saul. “And He went up on a mountain and called to Him those He
Himself wanted, and they came to Him. Then He appointed twelve,
that they might be with Him and that He might send them out to
preach, to have power to heal sickness and to cast out demons”
(Mark 3:13-15).
All of us need a The Place and a The Time if we are going to have
a healthy devotional life with Jesus. “But you, when you pray, go
into your room, and when you shut your door, pray to your Father
who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly” (Matthew 6:6).
We are learning in “Emotionally Healthy Spirituality”
(discipleship) by Peter Scazzero, that most of us have unhealthy
emotions in our spiritual life, in relationships with others, and in
our leadership roles. We often struggle to be with God. I believe my
role as district superintendent is to get people into the lap of the
Heavenly Father, just like Jesus allowed the children to come and
sit on His lap.
After initial salvation, we often do not spiritually mature to
become the people of God we were intended to be. We may live
off of other people’s spirituality. We become tired spiritually,
physically and emotionally. Peter Scazzero says we often exist
with only a one-inch deep spirituality; we get busy and are not
very intentional in pursuing Jesus. King David practiced set times
of prayer seven times a day (Psalm 119:164). The prophet Daniel
prayed three times a day (Daniel 6:10).
We are encouraging our leaders to use Peter Scazzero’s
“Emotionally Healthy Leader” to go on a journey toward
emotionally healthy spirituality and relationships. Diane and I are
using “EHS Day by Day.” We’ve decided to carve out more times to
be with Jesus and each other. Diane uses a One-Year Bible to read
each morning, along with “A Psalm in Your Heart” by Dr. George
Wood. I have now journeyed through the
Bible each year in a different translation and
study notes for my 37th year. I have used
the “Fearless” devotion (Gospel of Mark) by
Dr. George Wood as well. We close the day
together by reading our EHS devotion. This
has made Diane feel closer to Jesus and to
me. She even said since we have started
doing this together she wants to kiss me
more (a benefit I did not expect, but enjoy).
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One testimony from a couple who have started doing this
devotional is that they do one in the morning separately and one
at night together. Knowing as a couple they will end the day in
scripture with questions to ponder and prayer causes them to be
more mindful of how they treat and speak to one another during
the day.
My assignment in ministry often takes me to places of conflict in
ministers’ homes, with board members and in our churches. I have
discovered we have the same problem Paul had with the church in
Corinth. Paul said the church was still carnal in its behaviors, and
envy, strife and divisions were a reflection of their behaving like
mere men. Often our behavior and words are the result of living
like our families of origin rather than living like members of the
family of God. Peter Scazzero states, “We have Jesus in our heart;
but we act like grandpa in our bones.”
Our Executive Secretary Chad McAtee taught us about the tragic
life of King Saul who never grew up. As I write this article today
(3/16/19), my morning devotions were I Samuel chapters 15-16. The
story is about Samuel who had anointed Saul to be King. Saul never
matured in his spirituality, in his leadership, his relationships with
others, and even in his relationships at home. “But the Spirit of the
LORD departed from Saul and a distressing spirit from the LORD
troubled him” (I Samuel 16:1). The notes in the Spirit-Filled Life
Bible (NKJV) state, “The absence of the Spirit of God causes us to
be vulnerable to evil spirits. Saul was suffering from a depressed
mental state with periods of extreme anxiety; he is being driven
by an evil spirit.” I Samuel 15:12-21 talks about Saul’s sad state
of unhealthy spirituality, emotions and difficult relationships.
Why did Saul not wait for Samuel to offer sacrifices after he had
been commanded to? He was sacrificing to his own ego. All of
us deal with a drive toward recognition, power, relevance, and
to be spectacular. These were the same temptations Jesus had in
the wilderness.
The Holy Spirit speaks to us about our weaknesses. Saul
had character weaknesses. First, Saul claimed to have obeyed
(I Samuel 15:13). Second, he blamed the people (verse 15).
Third, he seeks to justify himself and blame the people (verses
20-22). “For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize
with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet
without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). The weakness is not just temptation to
sin but weakness in our soul (mind, emotions and will).
One person told Diane that crying was not acceptable; it was a
sign of weakness. In this family hurts were suppressed and each
individual was expected to simply move forward. What they were
really doing was building walls.
Being with Jesus more often will give us a place to express
our sadness, pain, hurt, anger, jealousies and joy. We also need
someone to whom we confess our faults, so we can be healed. My
prayer is, “Jesus heal my pain, help me to grow in my spirituality,
be with You more than just one time a day, and cause me to love my
wife and family the way You want me to.”

CHAD MCATEE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY/MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

TAKE UP A HOBBY...GIVE YOUR BRAIN A BREAK

Pastoral ministry drives us everyday of our lives. As soon as
we finish worshipping the King of Glory and preaching the Word
that He gave us, we are immediately trying to figure out what
we could have done better. Sundays and Wednesdays seem to
come around every week, and because of that our minds never
shut down. But what if there was something that could help us
take off our pastoral hat, so that for a few minutes or for a few
hours a week we could just relax? There is! It’s called a hobby!
A few years ago I was speaking with one of our incredible
pastors here in Indiana. He was doing a great job at his church,
but he was a little consumed by everything going on, and he
was tired. I looked at him and asked him this one question,
“Do you have a hobby?” He just stared at me for a moment,
and after a while he responded. “I used to enjoy running, but
my knee’s started hurting so bad I had to quit.” Since then, he
had no hobbies. He later told me that he spent several weeks
pondering that question, and with a smile on his face, he said,
“I now have a hobby!”
Pastor, what is the one non-spiritual, non-churchy, mindfreeing activity that is going to keep you going this year? Maybe
it’s getting the Harley out of the garage and taking a ride with
your wife once a week this summer. Maybe it’s planning a
fishing trip with your kids, planning a road trip to see all the
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covered bridges in Indiana, or hiking in our parks or national
forests. Maybe you can read a book that has nothing to do with
ministry or go canoeing with your family. Maybe you can try to
visit 50 different coffee shops and blog about them. Try taking
up cycling, jogging, rock climbing, or star gazing. Pastor, find
a hobby that will give you a break apart from the ministry that
God has called you to perform and apart from the people you
love, so that you can be effective for years to come.
A few tips of advice to go along with a hobby is to take care of
yourself. Get rest. Go to sleep at night instead of staying up. If
your hobby is eating donuts (which is one of my favorite foods),
then you are going to have to exercise more than normal. Don’t
do your hobby during your daily time with Jesus. If you like to
golf, don’t get a tee time during your prayer time. If your hobby
is biking, don’t bike when you should be in the Word. If you say
to yourself, “Self, if I don’t bike now, I won’t get my miles in
today.” You probably won’t get your Word in today either. Your
daily time with Jesus is the most important time of the week. It
will keep you on top and give you to something to feed yourself
and the sheep.
So this summer, spend time with Jesus, but give your brain a
break and enjoy
your hobby!
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JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

DEEP INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP MAKING A
COMEBACK WITH METHODS OF MULTIPLICATION
Mark Batterson says he is convinced there are “ways of doing
church which haven’t been invented yet.” I think he’s right. In
fact, most of us are still basically doing church the same way
we’ve done it since the Reformation. Martin Luther would
be proud.
But things are changing. Some of these changes are easy to
embrace, and others test us to the very limits of our ideals. I
wouldn’t be surprised if, in a hundred years or so, we look back
on this time in church history as another Reformation.
There are perhaps many reasons to be excited about these
shifts. One on the top of my list is how the Church is beginning
to embrace various methods of multiplication. Across the
country congregations and church planters alike are realizing
the need to embrace church planting methods different in
practice than what we’ve planted in the last two hundred
years. We’re finding a niche movement of house churches.
We’re seeing a return to smaller congregations, but deeper
discipleship; less polish, but more Pentecost. Many are drawn
to missional churches based in neighborhoods instead of
entire cities. The model described in Acts 2 is becoming more
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and more the norm, while the “lights and fog” movement is
trending toward a very slow death.
There are many things I love about these new church planting
movements. Firstly, they are taking us away from decades of
obsession with celebrity pastors. The pastors leading these
movements are not nationally known (save Francis Chan),
but still having incredible impact. Secondly, deep intentional
discipleship is making a comeback. In the last thirty years, we
have slowly traded deeper discipleship for ease and simplicity,
demanding less and less of those who claim Christ. We are
paying the price for this departure from our roots. Now, though,
many of these movements are trending back to these staples of
Christianity – and this gets my blood pumping! Finally, I love
the fact that, to multiply in one of these movements, doesn’t
require large amounts of money or dozens and dozens of
people, or even high-level leadership. Churches as small as
20-30 people and pastors who’ve never led anything large are
planting churches in nearby neighborhoods and communities
to great effect. As these smaller churches focus on the Harvest,
the Lord of the Harvest provides all they lack.
We in Indiana are just beginning to explore what
these movements have to offer. We have a few new
church plants experimenting with the house church
movement. Soon, as you see in the advertisement
below, we will bring Verlon Fosner to Indiana to
share with us about Dinner Church. I’m incredibly
excited about this method and what some of our
excellent, but smaller churches could do with it
in urban and rural communities across our state –
many of whom have limited access to a life-giving,
Spirit-filled church. I’m not yet certain where all
of this will lead us, but I believe God is stirring
something in our state for multiplication. These
emerging movements are giving confidence for
multiplication to smaller congregations. In fact, I’m
not sure it will be our larger churches who lead the
way in multiplication in the future. I believe dozens
and dozens of the smaller churches in Indiana will
become giants in this Kingdom movement.
Join me Monday morning at district council for
a brief introduction to Dinner Church, just one of
these emerging movements. Then, come with your
team June 1st to spend a full day encountering this
method. I truly believe this could radically change
your perspective on multiplication…and the part
God is calling you and your church, large or small,
to play in this Kingdom movement.

JEFF CARLSON, MEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

2019 STAND
MEN’S CONFERENCE
Over 500 men from across Indiana
gathered at Greenwood Grace Assembly
for an incredible time in the presence of
God, strong preaching and teaching, and
the wonderful brotherhood of the Body
of Christ.
A wonderful lunch was provided by the
Holy Smokers from Attica The Worship
Church. During the lunch session we
relaunched Light For The Lost, which is the
missions’ arm for men in the Assemblies
of God. To join this initiative, check out
“The Alliance” at www.indianaag.org.
During the prayer and worship portion
of the conference, six men were instantly
filled with the Holy Spirit with the
evidence of speaking in tongues, and
several indicated receiving healing. This
was the best STAND Conference yet!
If you missed this year, SAVE THE
DATE for next year! Let’s set a new record
with even more men coming together to
experience God.
In the meantime, join us for the
REGIONAL ONE DAY Men’s Breakfast
events which will be happening in
seven locations around Indiana. There
will be one near you! Information will
be released very soon, and registration
opened on our website.
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

WILL YOU BE PART OF THE MIRACLE?

2019 Indiana Goal: $1 Million from STL and BGMC combined!
In the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000, the boy gave what he had at the
moment to Jesus. Jesus blessed it, and his offering fed well over 5,000 people!
He was only 1 in a crowd of 5,000 men that day, but a miracle
took place because he gave.
We are asking for all of our student ministries across Indiana to be:
1) Gospel Centered 2) Spirit Empowered
3) Personally Responsible to reach the lost around the world.

IN 2019 WE ARE BELIEVING FOR:
5,000 to give $100 and 500 to give $1,000
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

REGIONAL ENCOUNTER

We are excited to see the hand of God throughout Indiana
Women’s Ministries. God is using women to minister to women
to grow strong churches in our district. We are looking forward
to our Regional Encounter in seven locations across our district.
You will find a place to experience His presence through worship,
break the bread of His Word through dynamic teaching, and
have true fellowship with other sisters in your region.

Regional Encounter Project
Will you help us by bringing hygiene products to Regional
Encounter with you? This will allow us to pour into churches
who are doing ministry to the homeless in communities all over
Indiana. Check out our complete list on the Women’s website at
http://wms.indianaag.org/events/regional-encounters for ideas
of what we are collecting.
If you have a ministry to the homeless and would like our
help, please complete an application at http://wms.indianaag.
org/partner-with-us/encounter-project. We would love to
supply you with items to put together homeless hygiene bags
for those to whom you are ministering. Our goal is to bless as
many churches as we can.

VITAL CONFERENCE
Take advantage of our special low pricing for Vital Conference
when you register the weekend of Regional Encounter! Register
online at indianaag.org/events.

2019 Mite Offering “ReMade”
We will be partnering with ReMade! ReMade is passionate
about empowering Indian women through sustainable,
respectable work, fair income and benefits, and education and
training. The goal is to not just have vintage saris remade into
one-of-a-kind products; but to see women’s thoughts, self-worth,
and lives remade as well. It costs $5,000 to create a ReMade
Center and sustain it for one year, at which point it becomes
self-sustaining. We would like to help build 3 ReMade Centers
through Indiana District Women’s Ministries. Remember, this is
a Mite Offering - and every offering counts!
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JON SUSA, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARY

KEEP SEEKING...SO ALL CAN HEAR

Is it fair that some hear the saving
message of Jesus again and again—when so
many haven’t heard it even once?
In 1921, our early leaders resolved that our
mission would be guided by “New Testament
practices” and specified that: “The Pauline
example will be followed…by seeking out
neglected regions where the Gospel has not
yet been preached.” To be true to the mission
for which the Spirit raised up this missionary
fellowship, we must keep seeking out those
“neglected regions” to proclaim Christ’s gospel
and establish His Church.
In Romans 1, Paul declared his responsibility
to proclaim the gospel to all lost people. He
wrote: “I am under obligation both to Greeks and
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.
So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also
who are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes (Romans 1:14-16, ESV).”
The lostness of humanity and the
certainty of an eternal destiny for every
person compel us to take the saving
message of Jesus everywhere the lost need
to be found.
God doesn’t call
only those few with
the “heart of an
apostle” to share the
Gospel with those
who haven’t heard. It
should be the priority
of the whole church.
How can anyone who
has experienced the
blessed assurance of
sins forgiven and the
hope of everlasting

life be unmoved by the
desperate need of those
who are still lost?
Of the 7 billion people
on earth, more than 4
billion have not yet had
an adequate witness
of Jesus Christ. And 3.6
billion of those are in
countries that restrict
access to Christian missionaries.
What moves the heart—and the feet—of
missionaries who relentlessly press on to take
the message of Christ to those who have not
heard? The call of the Spirit—and what the
missionaries believe.
What we believe will determine our
priorities.
If we believe that our Lord’s sacrificial death
resulted in justification for all men, and “the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord (Romans 6:23, ESV),” then everyone
must know.
If we believe Jesus is “the way, the truth,
and the life (John 14:6, KJV),” that “there is no
other name under heaven…by which we must be
saved (Acts 4:12, NIV),” then everyone should
have the opportunity to hear, believe and call
upon His name.
And, most importantly, our Lord’s command
to proclaim His salvation in all the world
demands obedience to the One who gave His
life for us.
The supreme purpose of our mission
is “so all can hear” the saving message of
Jesus Christ.
– Randy Hurst (Advancement Director
for AG World Missions)

WORLD MISSIONARIES
HOME AND AVAILABLE
Kevin & Wendy Beery
Belgium
kevin.beery@agmd.org
(260) 797-2048
David & Donna Delp - Africa
david@calibrate360.com
donna@calibrate360.com
(317) 695-4109
Ryan & Jenny Elliff
The Baltics
jenny.elliff@agmd.org
(409) 289-4513
Russ & Sarah Farhoud
Equatorial Guinea
russ.farhoud@agmd.org
sarah.farhoud@agmd.org
(254) 432-3261
Herb & Karen Johnson
Philippines
herb.johnson@gmail.com
karen.johnson@gmail.com
Scott & Anna Seiple
Sensitive Country
egseiple@gmail.com
(270) 938-7068
Chris & Amy Stubbs
South Africa
chris.stubbs@agmd.org
amymstubbs@gmail.com
(812) 545-5525

WORLD MISSIONARY
ASSOCIATES
HOME AND AVAILABLE
Candace Cowsert - Spain
candace.cowsert@gmail.com
(219) 508-3638
James & Sarah Young
Sensitive Country
theyoungs@protonmail.com
(765) 577-5202
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NEWS AND VIEWS

TUNE MY HEART: MINISTERS WIVES/WOMEN IN MINISTRY RETREAT

The theme verse for this year’s Minister’s Wives and Women
in Ministry Retreat was, “Above all else, guard your heart, for
everything you do flows from it (Proverbs 4:23).”
There were 130 women who attended this 24-hour event. Upon
arrival, Amy Carlson and Linda Greer created a beautiful photo
booth with fun frames and hats where women could have their
pictures taken professionally. There were fabulous give-aways,
(including beautiful artwork donated by Paula Gallaway and Lizzy
Rainey), food and fellowship, powerfully led worship by Ada Baker
Thompson, and three sessions with guest speaker Cheree’ Haston.
On Monday night Kim Sharp and Cammie Calhoun coordinated
late-night fun with the game, “The Price is Right.”
uGracie Noel Hawkins
was born Tuesday, March
19, 2019, weighing 6 lbs.
2 oz. Congratulations to
her parents, Caleb and
Sarah Hawkins.
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Special thanks goes to the 17 pastors and/or churches who
provided scholarships for our Indiana women who would not
have otherwise been able to attend.
Melissa Kern, Sharon Larry and Sally Thompson shared “heartto-heart” personal testimonies. Pastor Cheryl Dean, Batesville
Church on the Rock, was chosen this year by Superintendent Don
Gifford and his wife, Diane, to be honored. She received a free
scholarship for next year’s retreat and gift cards. Her pastor and
husband, Roger Dean, sent an email for us to read to Cheryl.
The retreat concluded with Pastor Don exhorting the women
and sharing in communion.

NEWS AND VIEWS

puJanuary 6, 2019, was
a very special time at
Indianapolis Harvestime
Christian Center for
the consecration
installation service
of Pastor Barry and
Cynthia LeBlanc. Former
Pastor Elaine Moody
passed the baton after
36 1/2 years as lead
pastor. Superintendent
Don Gifford and his wife,
Diane, were there for
the installation. Diane
presented Cynthia with
a praying wife figurine.

puIndiana welcomed Pastor Jerome Sack, his
wife, Heather, and their four children to Westfield
Radiant Christian Life on January 13, 2019. We thank
former pastor John Cernero and his wife, Kathy, for
their leadership. It was an honor for Pastor John to pass the baton on to Pastor
Jerome. Diane Gifford shared gift cards and a prayer figurine with Heather.
Former IDAG Superintendent Charles Crank with his wife, Jan, was present to
pray a closing prayer over the Sacks. In addition to Superintendent Don Gifford,
additional guests included Rev. Tom Paino and his wife, Lois, and Executive
Secretary Chad McAtee and his wife, Julie.

tOn January 27, 2019,
Superintendent Don
Gifford and his wife,
Diane, were honored
to participate in the
consecration service of
Pastor Michael Kreps
and his wife, Donna,
as the new campus
pastors of Indianapolis
Dayspring. Dayspring is
now a Parent Affiliated
Church of Indianapolis
Diversity Church, under
the leadership of Pastor
Jonathan Ember.

puPastor Rob Haslett and his wife,
Rhonda, were installed as the new
pastors of Fort Wayne First Assembly at
a special consecration and
installation service on March
10, 2019. Superintendent Don
Gifford and his wife, Diane,
were honored to share this
service with former Pastor
Ron Hawkins and his wife, Joy;
Executive Presbyter Michael
Bean and his wife, Paula; and
Assistant Superintendent
Ron Bontrager and his wife,
Dorene. Former Pastor of
Fort Wayne First (prior to Ron
Hawkins), Bill Douglas, was
also there to celebrate.

DEFINING MOMENTS...CHANGING LIVES

If you are searching for a beautiful, peaceful, Christ-centered retreat center,
look no further! Lake Placid is 100 acres of peaceful serenity, wonderful
wildlife, a beautiful lake, and amazing facilities! If you are interested in
reserving a space, call Mary at (866) 939-5722.
Lake Placid Christian Conference Center | 397 S. 200 E, Hartford City, IN 47348
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NEWS AND VIEWS

Introducing our new logo and tagline...

This is an exciting time for IDAG and each of us! In the
coming weeks and months, you’ll see that this new
branding will provide a variety of new and enhanced
ministry and awareness tools that we will use to help us
connect with people that we know, live near, work with,
and go to school with who don’t know Christ.
As a result of this branding and identity process, we have
the opportunity to capture the energy and enthusiasm
we feel about what God is doing in and through IDAG. We
hope to focus our efforts to connect and communicate in
new ways with those who don’t know about Christ and
who don’t know about our organization.
The inner circle represents our unity, while the outer,
segmented circle represents our many parts and
ministries as an organization. This logo symbolizes
seeking after a spiritual/infinite connection through a
finite way. It implies connections and involves action and
provides community.
This new identity illustrates who we are as an
organization. We are focused on serving and supporting.
We are a welcoming and friendly community of people
who are committed to worship, growth through Bible
study, and serving others within our churches and
throughout our communities. IDAG is excited to move
forward with this approachable, forward-thinking brand.

