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DONALD G. GIFFORD, SUPERINTENDENT

I WILL FINISH MY RACE WITH JOY
 Today, as I write this article, I am in a very reflective mood.  
Stewart Robinson, my pastor of 12 years, preached a message 
“How Do You Live Your Dash?”  
 My life started September 6, 1952. I have been preaching since I 
was called as a teenager to be a pastor. I was the Christ Ambassadors 
president of the youth group in my home church. My pastor at 
that time, Reginald Yake, 
gave me my first chance 
of preaching to our 
congregation, so I have 
been preaching for about 
50 years. 
 I have been serving 
15½ years as district 
superintendent. The 
assignment was nothing 
I ever desired to do or 
ever felt qualified to do, 
but it has been an honor to serve. During the 2019 district council 
I was re-elected for my fifth term as district superintendent. Diane 
and I are privileged to serve this Indiana family and represent our 
district in many places as we travel.
 At the 74th Annual District Council, I was deeply moved upon 
by the manifest presence of God during worship services, the 
preaching of NCU’s president, Scott Hagan, and altar times. I had 
wondered if my assignment was coming to a close since my great 
friend, Dan Pongratz, died on December 17, 2017. In June of 2018, 
my long-term colleague and friend, David Delp, and Donna sensed 
a call to Africa to train leaders to be leaders of others. Then my dad, 
RJ Gifford, died October 30, 2018, during Ministers Conference. I 
received what I would term a “prophetic Word” in my spirit, which 
was confirmed by others, that my assignment of serving this great 
Indiana family was not finished. After the re-election I said to 
Diane, “We need to wind down with grace.” But the Spirit of God 
spoke to me during the Monday night service, as President Hagan 
preached, that I was to “re-wind with pace,” and the Holy Spirit 
would help me. 
 Pacing yourself out of the Indiana district office or anywhere 
in vocational ministry is a challenge. As I look back over these 
years, Diane and I find ourselves in a very demanding and busy 
time of ministry with hurting ministers, hurting board members, 
hurting staff members, and churches in conflict. We have had three 
minister’s spouses leave their husbands and ministry with little to 
no reason.  
 The ministry assignments and deadlines are demanding. I am 
not discouraged, and I do not lack energy -- but I do feel like crying 
at times. As I was writing this article I received a text from one IDAG 
minister, “You both have been on my heart and in my prayers this 
morning! Thank you for all you do, all you give and who you are! 
May you both be strengthened MIGHTILY in your inner person by 
the UNLIMITED resources of our Father through the Holy Spirit!!!  
Happy Saturday!” After a response and thank you, their reply was 
“I could sense it was heavy. You are here for SUCH A TIME AS THIS!” 

 No one can do ministry alone. We need Father, Son, Holy Spirit, 
the Word of God, and one another. 
 With the help of the Holy Spirit and one another, we intend 
to finish this course (or race) with JOY as recorded in Acts 20:24 
(NKJV). I want to focus on the fruit of the spirit, joy. I have learned 
through teaching Acts in ISOM that joy is mentioned often:

A. Acts 2:28 “You will make me full of you (gladness) in Your  
     presence.”
B. Acts 8:4-8 Persecution – “And there was great joy in that  
     city.”
C. Acts 13:52 “And the disciples were filled with joy and with the  
     Holy Spirit.”
D. Acts 15:3 “And they caused great joy to all the brethren.”
E. Acts 20:24 “So that I may finish my race with joy and the  
     ministry I received from the Lord Jesus to testify to the gospel  
     of the grace of God.”

 As Peter preached in Acts 2, explaining the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit, he quoted from Joel 2:28-32 and Psalm 16:11, “You have made 
known to me the ways of life; you will make me full of joy (gladness) 
in Your presence.”
  Philip was in Samaria due to persecution. He was preaching 
and working miracles. There was great joy (cheerfulness, joyous, 
excitement) in that city. In Acts 13, blessings and conflict took 
place in Antioch. The Gentiles were glad, glorified the Word of the 
Lord, and many received eternal life. The Jews stirred up devout 
and prominent women and the chief men of the city and expelled 
Paul and Barnabas. They shook off the dust from their feet and 
went on. “The disciples were filled with joy (exuberance, great joy, 
cheerfulness) and with the Holy Spirit” (verse 52).
 Prophetic Word: What are you filled with? Lies about what 
others say or think about you, or are you willing to pick up and 
move on to the next open door and walk in JOY?
 In Acts 15 there is conflict from the Jews that a person had to be 
circumcised to be saved. This was no small dissension and dispute, 
so they went to the apostles in Jerusalem. Being sent on their 
way by the church, they passed through Phoenicia and Samaria, 
describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great 
joy to all the brethren. 
 Prophetic Word: They didn’t leave after the debate talking 
about how right they were and who was wrong, consumed by 
the issue.  They talked about conversion and revival.
 Acts 20:24, “See now I go bound to Jerusalem not knowing the 
things that will happen to me there except that the Holy Spirit says 
that chains and tribulations await me. But none of these things move 
me, nor do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race 
with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus to 
testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”
 Be anxious for nothing, be prayerful, and WALK IN JOY 
(exuberance and cheerfulness). I choose Jesus and the joy 
of the Lord no matter the circumstances, conflicts, divisions  
or debates. 
 Diane and I want to say thank you for the opportunity and honor 
to serve! 
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IS GOD STILL CALLING PEOPLE?
PART TWO

 In our last article we looked at this question: Is God still calling 
people into full time ministry? The answer to that question is 
yes! The next question is, how are they getting prepared for the 
ministry? Are they graduating high school and going to Bible 
college, a school of ministry, a Master’s Commission? What is the 
right track for our young people to run on as they prepare? What 
about those who hear the call that are already in the middle of a 
career? What are they to do? As we jump into this, I can give some 
opinions, but the key would be for each person to hear from the 
Lord and follow His leading.
 We walk by faith and not by sight; we are a people of faith. We 
believe in a God that we have never seen with our own eyes, and 
we trust Him for our provision. My first opinion is that Bible college 
is a great place for our young people to learn and get prepared 
for ministry. They will be challenged, given opportunities, learn 
how to study the Word, and they can put into practice what they 
are learning while they study. One of our challenges with our AG 
Bible colleges is the cost. Yes, I said it. Tuition is close to $30,000 
per year. That’s $120,000 to graduate, and, sure, students can get 
scholarships, and they can work to help pay as they go. But many 
are still graduating with $50,000 to $80,000 in debt, and they to 
go serve as a staff pastor at a church making $20,000 to $30,000 a 
year. Hopefully, they find a spouse at Bible college, but that could 
stack up the debt even higher. So, unfortunately, because of debt 
they never make it into ministry or quit after a year to go get a “real 
job” so they can pay their bills. Bible college for me was a great 
experience, I was a part time youth pastor for two years (not paid), 
I had great professors and leadership, I played on the basketball 
team, and I convinced Julie to marry me. It was well worth my 
financial investment. 
 But what if you “don’t have the money” to go to Bible college? 
Should you take on that kind of debt? I go back to this question. 
What is it that God is telling you to do? Is He telling you to go? 
Have you been working and saving money? What do you have faith 
for?  Are you getting scholarships because you worked hard in 
high school? As a pastor or a parent, these are questions that you 
should be talking to your “called” young people about. Remember, 
as a pastor you should not just be a preacher or leader, but a father 
or mother to those whom God has placed into your care. Our young 
people who are called need your leadership. Help them find the 

right Bible college for them personally, for their financial level,  
and for their faith level.
 So far, I have been talking about those who are called and are 
primarily in the college age range. But what about those who are 
in the middle of their career, or who already have three kids, a 
house payment, and a car payment? As a pastor, what do we tell 
them? How do they get ready for ministry? Is selling everything, 
quitting their job, and moving off to go to Bible college the right 
thing for them? Maybe! What is it that God is saying to them? Pray 
with them. Ask God to give them direction, wisdom, and a plan. 
This call has not taken God by surprise. He has a plan of action 
ready to give to them, but they might need your help putting it 
together. I know many career people who have heard the call and 
sold everything to go to Bible college to prepare for what God had 
for them. I also know many who stayed right where they were to 
prepare for what God had for them. In both cases the pastor helped 
them put a plan together for their future.
 Pastor, before the end of this year would you take some time and 
look at our Bible colleges? Make yourself familiar with what is out 
there. People in your church are going to be called and they are 
going to need your help navigating their future as they prepare for 
the ministry.
 My oldest son has a call of God on his life and knew he needed 
to get prepared for ministry. Where was the best place for him to go 
for that preparation? We searched many schools with the help of 
the internet, phone calls, and people that we knew.  After months 
and months, we determined that a Bible school cohort in Texas 
was the direction that God was leading. One of the young ladies in 
our church decided that she would go to a Master’s Commission in 
Chicago, and now she is one of Choco de Jesús’ children’s pastors. 
These were two students in the same youth group that God led in 
two different directions to prepare for ministry. Both will graduate, 
be able to become licensed ministers with the Assemblies of God, 
and both will be debt free. They are simply walking the path that 
God has asked them to walk in preparation for the ministry. Is God 
still calling people into full-time ministry? YES, he is! What do you 
have faith for? How is he leading?
 In our next edition I want to look at other options for ministry 
preparation besides “going off” to Bible college.
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JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND MEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

INDIANA ADVANCE
ACCOMPLISHING MORE TOGETHER

 Your financial giving to Indiana Advance is making a difference! Just 
in the past 20 years, dozens of churches have been planted in Indiana. 
Many of these churches are now some of the premier churches in 
Indiana! In the past few years, we have accelerated church planting 
efforts and invested more than $200,000 in new church plants across 
our district. This is just the beginning! 
 Currently, we are targeting 14 counties with no Assembly of God 
churches anywhere in the county, plus another 10 county seats without 
an A/G church. I believe, by 2022, we will see these 24 (plus many 
more) counties receive the investment of a new church. What if we put 
one new church in every county in Indiana? What impact might this 
have on the Kingdom of Darkness, putting tens of thousands of more 
Hoosiers within reach of a healthy, Spirit-filled church!
 Besides planting these churches, COUNTLESS numbers of churches 
have received assistance from Indiana Advance just to keep their 
doors open through the years. Greenwood Grace Assembly was on 
the brink of closing in the late 1990s. Indiana Advance stepped in to 
help them for a season. Today, with excellent leadership, the church is 
not just a premier church in our district, but also a premier church in 
Central Indiana across all denominations. Clay City Assembly of God 
was all but dead just a few years ago. Through Indiana Advance and 
solid leadership, the church has rebounded and is once again finding 
its calling to Clay County, Indiana, one of our rural, forgotten places. 
Indianapolis Progressive Life Ministries (formerly Praise Fellowship), 
one of our last remaining African American congregations, is seeing a 
resurgence through Indiana Advance assistance and partnering with 
some wonderful, fresh leaders. The future is so exciting for these and 

many other churches which have been sustained and strengthened 
because of your Indiana Advance giving. This list continues to grow 
longer by the month.
 The third arm of Indiana Advance is our ministry at Lake Placid. 
Through the years thousands of students have been saved, filled with 
the Spirit, and called into ministry at Lake Placid camps. This cannot 
be understated or undervalued. Ask any homegrown Indiana minister, 
and they will testify to the impact camp has had on their calling and 
life. Of all Indiana Advance funds, 25% are utilized to make sure 
Lake Placid continues to be a place of transformation and calling 
for generations to come. Just this past summer over 500 students  
were filled or re-filled with the Holy Spirit, and over 130 received a  
call to ministry. Camp is seriously important to the future of the 
Indiana District!
 Here’s the thing…if you and/or your church give any amount to 
Indiana Advance, you’ve been a part of every church plant, every 
revitalization, every student’s encounter with God, and every 
investment into the Kingdom of God in Indiana. That means we’re all 
doing this TOGETHER! That’s AMAZING!
 We’re not finished. There are still stories to be told, and chapters 
to be written into the history of the Indiana District. If you’re already 
supporting this by giving, sending or going, please continue! If you’re 
not contributing, would you consider joining our team? We need more 
partners to accomplish all the initiatives God has planned. Soon, you’ll 
have an opportunity to be a part of what God is doing. I hope you’ll 
decide, like I have, we are better and accomplish more TOGETHER 
every single time. 
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2019-2020 Levels Schedule

CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE
Aug. 24, 2019 Acts (T)

CERT 103
Introduction to Theology

LIC 201
Theology of Worship

ORD 301
Sept. 21, 2019 Introduction to Hermeneutics

CERT 105
Eschatology (T)

LIC 206
The Pentateuch

ORD 303
Oct. 19, 2019 Prison Epistles (T)

CERT 104
Introduction to Homiletics

LIC 205
Church Administration and Law

ORD 310
Nov. 23, 2019 AG History, Missions 

& Governance
CERT 107

Romans (T)
LIC 204

Theology of Prayer
ORD 309

Jan. 25, 2020 Relationships & Ethics 
in Ministry (T)

CERT 108

Old Testament Survey
LIC 203

Church Leadership
ORD 308

Feb. 22, 2020 The Life of Christ
CERT 101

Effective Leadership (T)
LIC 208

Preaching in Cultural Context
ORD 305

March 21, 2020 Introduction to Pentecostal  
Doctrine (T)

CERT 102

New Testament Survey
LIC 202

Pastoral Ministry
ORD 307

April 18, 2020 The Local Church in Evangelism
CERT 106

Conflict Management (T)
LIC 209

The Poetic Books
ORD 304

May 30, 2020 Spirit Empowered Churches
CERT 110

Introduction to AG Missions (T)
LIC 207

Corinthians
ORD 302

Class times are 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.
**Internships are required ONLY for those pursuing ministerial credentials.
All internships are through Berean School of the Bible (https://www.globaluniversity.edu/berean_index.cfm).  
See internship information on the ISOM website.
(T) indicates a course on the transitional list. This schedule applies to those who started credential courses under the old Berean  
schedule and who now need to take courses on the transitional level.

CHAD MCATEE, MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2019 SUMMER CAMPS
 We finished our last week of camp for 2019 on July 18th and 
wanted to take this opportunity to say a huge THANK YOU, 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU to those who served as staff and 
to those who prayed with us during our 2019 summer camp 
season! We are thrilled that during the seven weeks of camps 
we saw:

695 students saved or rededicated
506 students filled or refilled in the Holy Spirit

252 students healed
113 students called into full-time ministry

Praise the Lord for doing such an incredible work in the lives of 
so many students this year!  
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

In the miracle of the feeding of the 5,000, the boy gave what he had at the moment to Jesus. Jesus blessed it,  
and his offering fed well over 5,000 people! He was only 1 in a crowd of 5,000 men that day,  

but a miracle took place because he gave. 

We are asking for all of our student ministries across Indiana to be:   
1) Gospel Centered  2) Spirit Empowered  3) Personally Responsible to reach the lost around the world.

IN 2019 WE ARE BELIEVING FOR: 5,000 to give $100  and  500 to give $1,000

WILL YOU BE PART OF THE MIRACLE?
2019 Indiana Goal: $1 Million from STL and BGMC combined!

2019 FINE ARTS NATIONALS INDIANA TOP 10
Kennedy Matchett ............Merrillville Living Hope  ......... Book Chapter ............................................ 1st Place Merit
Kennedy Matchett ............Merrillville Living Hope .......... First Person Essay .................................... 1st Place Merit
Audra Williamowski ........South Bend Southgate .............. Urban Solo ................................................ 8th Place
Malachi Wiley ..................Peru Calvary ............................. Urban Solo ................................................ 10th Place
Madalyn Massey ..............Merrillville Living Hope .......... Graphic Design ......................................... 5th Place
Dyllin Bolan .....................Ft. Wayne First AG .................. KAPPA TAU Spoken Word ...................... 4th Place
Alex Shinn .......................Ft. Wayne First AG .................. KAPPA TAU Digital Photography ........... 5th Place
Dyllin Bolan .....................Ft. Wayne First AG .................. KAPPA TAU Digital Photography ........... 5th Place

Register online: www.indianaag.org/events
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

MAKING OUR PLANS AND DREAMS COME TO PASS
 Proverbs 16:9, “The heart of man plans his way, but the 
LORD establishes his steps.”
 As ministers of the gospel, and pastors and leaders 
on many levels, we all make plans. We plan our year, our 
month, our week, and our day. We determine what we want 
to see happen, and we have all taught: “Write a vision, make 
it plain.” (Hab. 2:2). I love to make plans, look ahead, and do 
my best to make those visions, dreams, and plans come to 
pass. But, more than that, I love this verse that tells me God 
is establishing my steps. He is determining the next moment 
of my life. He is getting me to the right place at the right time, 
one step at a time. Every step is ordered by the Lord. This 
allows me to know it’s not all up to me. My only concern is 
to get the next step right, and He will take care of the rest. 
We have watched that happen through Indiana Women’s 
Ministries!
 God has proven Himself to be faithful, as we make plans 
and then allow our steps to be ordered. As we have launched 
Pastor Don’s desire to see Regional Encounters happen, we 
have watched women’s lives change. We have seen groups 
grow, as they touch God in our seven locations across our 
district. How awesome it is to see women empowered, to join 
together with other churches in their region, to help put the 
day together, to invite friends, and then to watch the power 
of God show up and move by His Spirit!
 We have made plans for women to bring items in to help 
various ministry projects to touch people groups across 
our district. We have invited women to bring in items for our 
Martha Room (for our world missionaries), Teen Challenges 
across the district, backpacks for rural churches in the 
district, and hygiene products to touch the homeless in 
Indiana. God has multiplied what we have brought in, and 
we have touched hundreds across Indiana with an item to 
show we care and love to make a difference.
 We make plans through Women of Virtue (WOV) for 
women to build character and draw closer to Jesus through 
our book club. This can be accomplished personally as a one-
on-one study or as a small group ministry, where women will 
read their books together and engage in discussion of those 
books. 
 Our plans for Women’s Vital Conference in September 
is designed to take women into the presence of Jesus with 
a Pentecostal preaching and an intimate time with the 
Father. We encourage women to hear the voice of God and 
be obedient to Him. We always promote the local church and 
building relationships within the local church to see women 
be all they can be for one another.
 We make plans for a Mite Offering at Vital Conference 
with a desperate need that we can watch God bless as we 
come together to do what we can for the cause. We don’t 
want this to be a high-pressure offering. We ask every church 

to simply give what they are able to give, and as we all pull 
together, we determine that every offering counts. We have 
watched amazing things happen through this offering. 
We have blessed Teen Challenge, purchased beds for Lake 
Placid Christian Conference Center, touched Grace House 
Teen Challenge, and are making plans to continue.
 How does this affect the churches of Indiana? As Indiana 
women’s director, I will continue to make plans and then 
allow God to order our steps. I believe in the local church. 
You, as a pastor, and your spouse, make a difference to 
me, to your community, and to the Father. I am praying 
that as you make your plans, you will include Indiana 
Women’s Ministries. I pray you will encourage your ladies to 
participate, and we will see God establish their steps and, as 
a result, you will see growth in so many areas. 
 If there is any way we can help you and your church, let us 
know. God has a plan, and He will order our steps together 
to watch your church experience a revival/outpouring/
breakthrough that will change your community for the cause 
of Christ.
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JON SUSA, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARY

WORLD MISSIONARIES 
HOME AND AVAILABLE

Kevin & Wendy Beery 
Belgium

kevin.beery@agmd.org 
(260) 797-2048

David & Donna Delp - Africa
david@calibrate360.com
donna@calibrate360.com 

(317) 695-4109 

Ryan & Jenny Elliff
The Baltics

jenny.elliff@agmd.org 
(409) 289-4513 

Carolyn Slaughter
Northern Asia

carolyn.slaughter@pm.me

Chris & Amy Stubbs 
South Africa

chris.stubbs@agmd.org
amymstubbs@gmail.com

(812) 545-5525

WORLD MISSIONARY 
ASSOCIATES 

HOME AND AVAILABLE 
Doug & Kristi Allee

Philippines
asalguod@gmail.com

David & Roxana Alvarez 
Equatorial Guinea

davalv04@gmail.com
(260) 403-7949

Candace Cowsert - Spain
candace.cowsert@gmail.com

(219) 508-3638

Jay & Delite Ritter
Sensitive Country

jritterasa@aol.com
(765) 404-5695

James & Sarah Young - Eurasia
theyoungs@protonmail.com

(765) 577-5202

GOD’S LOVE COMPELS US:
TAKING THE GOSPEL TO THE WORLD

 The following is an excerpt (emphases added) 
from the book, “God’s Love Compels Us: Taking the 
Gospel to the World” (Chapter 2 – David Platt):

 According to Paul, believing automatically leads 
to speaking. Possession of faith automatically leads 
to proclamation of faith. You can’t disconnect the 
two, particularly when you consider the content of 
faith: “knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus 
will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you 
into his presence” (2 Cor. 4:14). According to Paul, 
when you believe in the resurrection of Jesus, you 
proclaim the resurrection of Jesus. There is no such 
thing as privatized faith in a resurrected Christ. 
Those who believe the gospel of Jesus proclaim 
the gospel of Jesus, no matter what it costs. I 
believe there is a needed word here for us today. 
Privatized Christianity is a profound curse across 
our culture and our churches.
 …if Jesus did rise from the dead, if Jesus alone 
paid the price for man’s sin, and if Jesus alone 
conquered sin, death, and the grave, then going 
around the world and telling people about Jesus 
is the only thing that makes sense. If Jesus did rise 
from the dead, then it is the height of arrogance to 
sit quietly by while 597 million Hindus, Muslims, 
Buddhists, and Sikhs in North India go to hell. And 
it’s the epitome of hate to not sacrifice our lives 
to spread this good news among all the people 
we know and among every people group on the 
planet. When you believe this gospel, you speak 
this gospel. When you believe in the resurrection 
of Christ, you proclaim the resurrection of Christ. 

Privatized faith in a resurrected King is practically 
inconceivable. We believe, and so we speak.  
 All of us—church members, church leaders, and 
pastors—need to ask ourselves this question: Do 
we really believe this gospel? Do we really believe 
this  good news, that the sovereign, holy, just, and 
gracious Creator of the universe has  looked upon 
hopelessly sinful men and women in their rebellion 
and has sent his  Son, God in the flesh, to bear his 
wrath against sin on the cross and to show his 
power over sin in the resurrection? He has risen 
from the dead! We’re not talking resuscitation or 
reincarnation. It wasn’t as if Jesus was unconscious 
before getting a vision of heaven, and then he came 
back to write a best-selling book about it. We’re 
talking about being killed by crucifixion, wrapped 
in grave clothes, and put in a tomb, but three days 
later, the tomb was empty and Jesus was alive. He 
rose from the dead, and anyone and everyone who 
repents and believes in him will be reconciled to 
God forever. Do we believe this?  
 If we do believe this gospel of the resurrected 
Christ, then we cannot sit quietly by in our churches 
while 6 thousand people groups in the world 
comprising 2 billion people have never even heard 
it. We cannot be content to spend our time, our 
money, and our resources in our lives and in our 
churches on comfortable plans and temporal 
possessions when hundreds upon hundreds of 
millions of people have never even heard the 
news of the resurrected Christ. We believe, and 
so we are compelled to proclaim the resurrected 
Christ to unreached peoples.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

With Christ...
Caroline M. Verden, 79, of 
Auburn, Indiana passed away 
on July 15, 2019. She earned 
her Bachelor’s Degree from 
Valparaiso University and her 
Master’s Degree from Eastern 
Michigan University. She 
was a medical social worker 

and an ordained minister with the Assemblies 
of God. She was a member of Auburn Souls 
Harbor Assembly of God. She is survived by her 
husband, Fred Verden, who is also ordained 
with the Assemblies of God. 

Noland Blakkolb, 85, of 
Titusville, Florida, passed 
away on July 17, 2019. He was 
an ordained minister residing 
in Florida. Brother Blakkolb 
ministered in several 
districts, including Indiana. 

tCharles David Jorris 
was born on July 10, 
2019, weighing  
7 lbs. 9 oz. 
Congratulations to his 
parents, Nathan and 
Sophia Jorris, and 
grandparents, Barry 
and Tami Jorris.
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NEWS AND VIEWS

A Prayer Summit is...
A powerful, personal, and unpredictable prayer session 
with God. We separate ourselves from the rest of the world 
by being away from all the programs and interruptions 
that consume our time and energy. We don’t know what 
God has planned for you at the Pastor’s Prayer Summit, 
but one thing is certain, the Lord will meet you and draw 
you nearer to Himself – be prepared!

Participants
The Pastors’ Prayer Summit is limited to male pastors. 
It is targeted at lead pastors; however, staff pastors are 
welcome when invited by their lead pastor. We encourage 
you to invite pastor friends from your denomination or 
other fellowships.

What to Bring
Dress casually. There will be an opportunity for you to 
walk near the lake and meditate, so bring some warm 
clothing. Your bedding (sheets, blanket and pillow) 
along with linens (two towels and two washcloths) will 
be provided for you in the Retreat Center.

Cost
The Summit fee of $225 includes three night’s lodging and 
meals/snacks. A $50 deposit (which is non-refundable) 
will hold your registration.

Register online at indianaag.org/events

Sept. 23-26, 2019
at Lake Placid  

Christian Conference Center

Men’s Pastors’ 
PRAYER SUMMIT

If you are searching for a beautiful, 
peaceful, Christ-centered retreat 

center, look no further!  Lake Placid 
is 100 acres of peaceful serenity, 

wonderful wildlife, a beautiful lake, 
and amazing facilities!  If you are 
interested in reserving a space,  

call Mary at (866) 939-5722.

397 S. 200 E, Hartford City, IN 47348
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NEWS AND VIEWS

puPastor Jeff and Johanna 
Hines celebrated 30 years 
at LaPorte Assembly of God 
in June. Superintendent Don 
Gifford presented Pastor 
Jeff with a shepherd’s staff, 
and Diane Gifford presented 
Johanna with a wall hanging. 
The church staff (pictured 
above with the Hineses and 
Giffords) are: Roger and Sharon 
Coleman, Ken and Heidi Grace, 
and Sherry Mosley. The church 
and board honored the Hineses 
with a reception. 

puPastor Neil and Michelle 
Bell celebrated 15 years as 
pastors of Indianapolis Lifeway 
on June 23, 2019.

pPastor Darin and ReBecca Carey were installed as the 
new pastors of Palmyra Grace Assembly on June 30, 2019. 
Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford made presentations to both 
Pastor Darin and Rebecca. 

ptPastor Josh and Jane 
Cowan were installed as the 
new pastors of Morocco The 
River on June 23, 2019. District 
Treasurer Greg and Amy 
Allison were there to make 
presentations to both Pastor 
Josh and Jane. 


