


2

DONALD G. GIFFORD, SUPERINTENDENT

FINISH WITH JOY
 Approximately 17 years ago and near my 21st year of  pastoring a local 
congregation, I was battling mild depression. This was a real blow to my 
spiritual ego, since I’ve always wanted to appear strong emotionally, mentally 
and spiritually. While at a Men’s Pastor’s Prayer Summit, I received a prophetic 
Word to “finish strong”. It was recommended to read Finishing Strong by Steve 
Farrar. This sentence stood out to me: “It has been my observation that just one out 
of  ten who starts out in full-time service for the Lord at age 21 are still on track by the age 
of  65.” This past September I received my Medicare card, and on September 
6, 2017, I turned 65. 
 I am a “wanna-be” runner. I have done two marathons and many half-
marathons (sometimes three a year). I have seen many runners start fast but 
end up slowing down and quitting before the race is over. Today I am grateful 
at age 65 to love Jesus more than ever. I’m more in love with Diane than ever. I 
love and keep close contact with my family. I pray I am using my spiritual gifts 
in my present assignment; however, I am not at the finish line yet.
 Steve Farrar lists four things that keep us from making it strong to the finish line:

1. Some get shot down morally.
2. Some are shot down with discouragement.
3. Some are shot down with liberal theology.
4. Some are obsessed with making money.

 The Holy Spirit gave me my life verse from Acts 20:24 “But none of  these 
things move me; not do I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with 
joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of  the grace 
of  God” (NKJV).

 I "Googled" why people don’t finish marathons:
1. You haven’t trained enough. 
2. You’re not willing to train enough. Being a Christian is not for  
the lazy. Spiritual disciplines are the greatest part of  discipleship.
3. Chafing. Here’s a pleasant thought. You’ll 
being running for so long that the rubbing of  the 
skin of  your thighs and other places can physically 
hurt you. After my first half-marathon, getting in 
the shower was a great thrill to my chest. Being a 
minister or Christian involves loving a lot of  people who 
rub you the wrong way.
4. You can become dehydrated. This causes severe cramps, and your 
body shuts down. I experienced this the first time I ran 18 miles, didn’t 
eat properly and drink enough of  the right kind of  fluids. I would encourage 
all Christians and especially ministers to read Wayne Cordeiro’s book, Leading  
On Empty.
5. No one really knows how to coach you through recovery. After 
months of  training and a 26.2 mile marathon, your body needs time to 
recover. Every minister needs to honor Sabbath, a 24-hour time period 
where we focus on rest, worship, family, and fun. We are promoting 
Sabbaticals every seven years for our ministers. We also need spiritual 
fathers and mothers who help coach us through the tough places in our 
lives and teach us how to avoid injuries along the way.
6. Your head is not in the right place. It’s hard to be mentally strong 
and concentrate for a whole marathon. We are reminded in Philippians 
2:5, “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus” and Ephesians 4:23 
“be renewed in the spirit of  your mind.”
7. You’ll have to eat Gu. For those not familiar with long distance 
running, this is a gel supplement that is in between a liquid and food. 
You don’t have to break stride when you eat it. In our Christian race we all 
have to roll with the punches and keep pressing forward. 
8. You’re more of  a private runner. We all need private times with the 

Lord and even private times when married or single, just to be alone. 
Many live their life or in their ministry as lone rangers. We are part of  
the body of  Christ and need relationships and spiritual gifts that flow 
through other members of  the body of  Christ.
9. You could get hurt. I can promise every Christian and every 
minister there will be pain and you will get injured in this journey. We 
all have scares, never curse your scars as they are reminders of  having 
been through some things and we made it. Jesus used his scars to help 
encourage others in their faith (Huffington Post: 26 Reasons Not to Run a 
Marathon by Sarah Klein).

10 Characteristics of  Pastors Who Finished Well by Chuck Lawless 
(Nov 19, 2017)
(Chuck Lawless is Dean of  Doctoral Studies and Vice-President of  Spiritual 
Formation and Ministry Centers at Southeastern Seminary in Wake Forest, 
NC, where he also serves as Professor of  Evangelism and Missions). 

1. They oozed humility. Though they, like all leaders, at times wrestled 
with a desire to be somebody, they knew from the beginning that the 
work of  the gospel was not about them—it’s about Jesus.
2. They always knew they could be steps away from a fall. They 
weren’t so foolish as to think they could not fall. Their honest recognition 
of  the possibility made them ever alert and prayerful.
3. At the same time, the thought of  failing Jesus was almost a 
foreign thought. They just loved Jesus, and serving Him meant more 
to them than anything. Even the thought of  letting Him down broke 
their hearts.
4. They planned to finish well. That is, they didn’t end well by accident. 
They made a commitment to finish well each day, and the faithful days 
became years.
5. They were firmly committed to their families. They adored their 
spouses and children, and everybody knew it. Serving God meant 
building their homes on His Word, praying daily with their family, and 
protecting their time with them.
6. They had some kind of  mentor in their lives. These relationships 
weren’t always formal, but they were intentional. The pastors I’ve 
known who finished well always had somebody walking with them and 
encouraging them.
7. They lived in the Word and on their knees. They knew the Word 
so well that it naturally flowed from them. Prayer was not ritual to them; 
it was relationship.
8. They were committed to integrity. Their “yes” really did mean 
“yes,” and their “no” really did mean “no” (Matthew 5:37). Never once 
did anyone question the truthfulness of  their lives or their words.
9. They evangelized regularly. This characteristic may be surprising, 
but I can’t deny what I saw in their lives. These pastors wanted others to 
know about Jesus. Their world was first and foremost about Him.
10. Their only ambition was to please Jesus. Some of  these pastors 
were elected to significant denominational positions, but none of  them 
sought those roles. Hearing “Well done, good and faithful servant” 
(Matthew 25:21) was more important to them than hearing the accolades 
and applause of  man.

 During 2018 pace yourself, take time daily to be with your Heavenly Father, 
your spouse (if  single, time with friends), and quality time with your family. 
 Hebrews 12:2 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of  witnesses 
to the life of  faith, let us strip off  every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so 
easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us.” (NLT)
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RIGHT AND WRONG WAY TO PURSUE YOUR DREAM
 I’m always fascinated with the story of  Larry Walters. In July of  
1982, Larry attached 45 eight-foot weather balloons to a regular lawn 
chair, strapped himself  in, and took the ride of  his life. He’d always 
wanted to fly and thought of  the balloon flight since he was 13 or 14 
years old. He finally decided to try it. 
 His plan was to slowly float upward, check out the scenery, and then 
use a pellet gun to shoot the balloons one at a time and descend back 

to earth. When his friends 
released the tether attached 
to his Jeep, Larry rapidly 
ascended to 16,000 feet and 
drifted into the airspace of  
the Los Angeles International 
Airport. It was reported by 
two commercial airline pilots 
with an, “you are not going to 
believe this” report, and upon 
his descent, he was entangled in 
power lines causing a blackout.  
The authorities were waiting 
for him on the ground and 
promptly arrested him.

 When asked why, Larry responded, “It was something I had to do. I 
had this dream for 20 years, and if  I hadn’t done it, I think I would’ve 
ended up in the funny farm.” One account of  the story reported Larry 
as saying, “Well, you can’t just sit around.”
 Larry got to fly. The Smithsonian requested his lawn chair which 
he had already given away. He got in some trouble, could have killed 
himself, did a stupid thing—but he did achieve his dream. There’s a 
right way and a wrong way to pursue a dream, but we do have to 
put action to the things in our hearts in a measured way.
 I’ve been privileged to serve the Indiana District for over 23 years. 
In that time I’ve seen some churches planted and grow into strong 
churches. I’ve seen some churches revitalize and become strong 
lighthouses in their communities. I’ve seen some churches decline, 
fade, and close. Many of  the churches in the district are about the same 
as they were two decades ago. Sometimes it is because of  a positive 
consistency, sometimes simply because of  natural growth and attrition, 
and sometimes because they just keep doing what they’ve always done 

without much thought as to their big-picture mission. Sometimes they 
are the same or in decline because they’ve simply not done much.
 I’ve watched some churches maintain and increase health and rise 
into their mission with strength. I’ve watched some just sit around 
in ineffectiveness and stagnate. I’ve watched some strap on balloons, 
shoot into the stratosphere, and crash, never to recover. 

 For this short article, here are a few bullet points to consider. 
• Is it God’s vision? What is God saying? We come up with a lot of   
 crazy plans, but the plan we need is God’s plan. Are you listening?  
 Are you seeking the heartbeat of  the Father? He will be faithful to  
 reveal his plans to those who listen.
•  Are your ideas anchored in a desire for church health or for church  
 growth? The two are usually synonymous, but a desire for growth  
 without the rigors of  developing health is akin to losing weight  
 on a fad diet. You see results, but it is not good for your body, and  
 it never lasts. Get healthy. Let the growth be an outcome of   
 your health.
•  Are you just sitting around dreaming, or, worse, sitting around  
 resigned to mediocrity, or are you doing something? A bad plan  
 is going to produce bad results, but no plan is going to produce  
 no results. God has to be saying something to you about His  
 church. What is it? God will give you a divine, strategic revelation.  
 Wait for a revelation, then do something when you have  
 a direction.
•  You will not always know where you will end up when you start,  
 but you have to start. Forward motion creates more forward  
 motion. Doing something opens more doors and gives  
 more insight.

 
 Finally, for our pastors, what did the church you lead look like 
20 years ago? How is it different today? Do you have any forward 
motion? Are you stuck in mediocrity? Effectiveness, much more so 
than numbers, tells the story. 
 Sometimes we try things that not only don’t work, but they crash 
and that’s okay. What’s not okay is just sitting there and doing nothing. 
Get in the Presence of  God, a passion will arise, a path will emerge, 
and a practice will result. Do it!

With Christ...
Rev. Joseph "Mike" Durham, 71, of  Indianapolis, 
passed away August 6, 2017. He worked for 
Westvaco for 28 years before retiring to become 
a minister at Indianapolis Calvary Temple/The 
Caring Place. He pastored services at Wheeler 
Mission and RAFEW, did world missions work, 

and led his church to help rebuild after Hurricane Katrina.

Upcoming credential orientation for first-time credential applicants 
and those upgrade applicants who are new to Indiana:  
Certified and Licensed - May 31
 
Summer Exams for Certified and Licensed:  July 10

2018 CREDENTIAL DATES:
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JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND MEN'S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

The mission of Indiana Advance is to STRENGTHEN our district affiliated pastors 
and churches and MULTIPLY the reach of the Kingdom of God across Indiana 
through church planting.  Are YOU Part of this MOVEMENT?

www.indianaadvance.com
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DAVID DELP, MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

 We look forward to hosting the Spring 2018 Area Ministers’ Meetings 
at various locations throughout the district. This meeting is for all of  
our credentialed ministers, spouses, and pastoral staff  members. In 
this meeting we will focus upon personal stewardship and have some 
resources available that will help you think long term regarding your 
retirement planning. 
 The AMMs are a primary connection point for the ministers of  
the district, we provide a fellowship meal, and our emphasis is always 
upon relational interaction and connection.
 The meal is provided at no cost, but you must register to attend.  
If  you wish to register now, you may do so by email or phone.

 1. By phone: 317-872-9812, ext. 112
 2. By email: donna@indianaag.org

When you call or email, please provide the following information:
 Your name
 (Your email address or call-back number if  you register by phone)
 Church name and city
 Number and names of  attendees.

 Dates and Locations:

 Thursday, March 1 Central Avon Journey

 Thursday, March 8 Northwest Portage Crossroads

 Monday, March 12 Southwest Evansville Oakhill

 Tuesday, March 13 Southeast Madison A/G          

 Thursday, March 15 Northeast Fort Wayne First

MARCH 2018 AREA MINISTERS' MEETINGS

ISOM ADVANCED CHURCH LEADERSHIP TRACK
 • Leading Teams: How to develop and recruit teams, how to lead  
  teams, team dynamics in the local church, and effective leadership.  
  (February 2018)
 • Conflict Management: How to navigate conflict in the local church  
  and in leadership teams. How to manage interpersonal conflicts in  
  the context of  ministry. (March 2018)
 • Local Church Evangelism: Relationship evangelism, cultural  
  context, training people for evangelism, and building evangelistic  
  campaigns and emphasis. (May 2018)
 • The Spiritual Life of  the Leader: The life and spirituality of  the  
  leader, servant leadership, spiritual leadership principles and  
  methods, and the role of  the Holy Spirit in leadership. (June 2018)

 • Church Leadership: Establishing the Church’s Values, Mission,  
  Vision, & Strategies and an overview of  methods and systems.  
  (August 2018)
 • Connecting People: Establishing assimilation structures,  
  developing and leading small groups, building and providing  
  pastoral care networks. (September 2018)
 • Finances and Stewardship: Funding and resourcing the vision,  
  vision & giving campaigns, establishing and leading the church  
  budget, teaching and developing stewardship. (October 2018)
 • Lifting the Spiritual Life of  the Church: A theology of  prayer,  
  private, semi-public, and public prayer in the church, prayer  
  models, how to lift the devotional life of  the people. (Dec. 2018)

Your district ministry team will be at 
each meeting, and we look forward  

to this time with you. 
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2017 YOUTH CONVENTION
 We had an incredible time on November 3-4, at Anderson University, 
for our 2017 “Surge” Youth Convention! It has been thrilling to hear 
the feedback from youth leaders across Indiana testifying about the 
dynamic impact made on their students this year. Speakers Allen 
Griffin and Sarah Hawkins were phenomenally used by the Spirit in 
their preaching and altar services. We praise God for hundreds of  
students who were baptized in the Holy Spirit and many others who 
were transformed and called to ministry there at Reardon Auditorium 
that weekend! 

  One of  the awesome highlights of  Convention this year was to see 
nearly 1,000 students recognized who have qualified for our “1 in 
5,000” campaign by personally giving $100 dollars or more for STL 
this past year. We also PTL for the Goal Rush offering on Saturday 
afternoon totaling over $71,000 to STL! Sincere appreciations also 
go out to our dynamic IYM Worship Team led by Paula Gallaway, to 
Indiana Chi Alpha, and to Ft. Wayne IMC, along with many others 
who helped make convention a great success this year! 
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

Visit www.indianaag.
org/youth and click on 
the Speed-the-Light link 
for more information 
about how you can 
become involved with the 
"One in Five Thousand" 
campaign to raise funds 
for Speed-the-Light and 
Boys and Girls Missionary 
Challenge.

2018 SUMMER CAMP DATES
 

Teen Camp 1 - June 4-8
Teen Camp 2 - June 11-15

Teen Camp 3 - June 18-223
Teen Camp 4 - June 25-29

Kids Camp 1 - July 1-4
Kids Camp 2 - July 9-13 

Junior Teen Camp - July 16-20

Congratulations to these Indiana students who placed  
in the Top 10 at National Fine Arts in Anaheim!

Graphic Design
#3 SKYLAR GORSUCH
South Bend New Life

Worship Dance Solo
#5 ARIANNA DAVIS

Indianapolis The Caring Place

Musical Theater Solo
#8 DYLLIN BOLEN

Fort Wayne First AG

Percussion Solo, Traditional 
#1 CAMERON NAGLE

Elkhart Calvary

Kappa Tau Vocal Solo, Male
#6 BRAY MCCLAIN

Butler Christian

Kappa Tau Book Chapter
#2 ABIGAEL JOHNSON 

Saint John Harvest Ridge
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

If  you have never been in a room with 1209 women in worship and 
seen the presence of  Jesus step into the place...sorry. You need to 
make sure to be at Vital Conference 2018! What an amazing time we 
had at Greenwood Grace in September with Martha Tennison, as 
the awesome presence of  Jesus kissed our very souls. Psalm 91:15 
says, “When they call on me, I will answer.” God is faithful and He 
did answer. We saw hundreds of  hungry women receive a mighty 
touch of  the Lord, dozens were baptized in the Holy Spirit. How 
incredible! There were healings and reports of  women contemplating 
suicide who were touched, and the weight of  a heavy depression 
lifted. It was truly a God moment.

Martha Tennison challenged us, encouraged us, and propelled us to live 
in a new dimension of  our walk with God. I still have women talking 
with me about their “Alijah,” that upper room they have made to meet 
with the Father. If  you haven’t been in yours lately, I challenge you to 
get there! He is waiting on you.

We had 1209 women in our Friday night service, representing 91 
churches. We had the challenge with our Mite Offering to purchase 
21 bunk beds for Lake Placid Conference Center equaling $10,500. 
When the offering was counted, IOU’s were paid, with money still 
coming in - we have given, $17,473.35! What a miracle! Our Mite 
theme, every offering counts, and when we all give together, great 
things can happen.

Looking Ahead: We met with 72 women during the first week of  
November to begin planning for Regional Encounter 2018. April 
28th will be a DIVINE appointment that I don’t want you to miss. 
God is going to touch us in a way that you can’t imagine, and we will 
see eternal benefits. Hope to see you there!
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JON SUSA, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARY

world Missionaries
Home and Available

Kevin & Wendy Beery – Belgium
kevin.beery@agmd.org 

(260) 797-2048

Russ & Sarah (Careins) Farhoud 
Africa

russ.farhoud@agmd.org
sarah.farhoud@agmd.org

(254) 432-3261

Lisa Russi – France
lisa.russi@gmail.com

(219) 615-1708

Scott & Anna Seiple 
Sensitive Country

egseiple@gmail.com
(270) 938-7068

world missionary 
associates 

Home and Available 

Doug & Kristi Allee – Philippines
asalguod@gmail.com

(765) 615-6884

Dan & Danielle McGill
United Kingdom

dan.mcgill@ma.agmd.org
(251) 228-1807

Rebekah Polley
Sensitive Country

rebekahpolley0822@gmail.com 
(317) 696-6036

Margaret Simkin – North Africa 
margaret.simkin@ma.agmd.org

(219) 406-4835

 Assemblies of  God World Missions has 
announced “Every Tribe, Every Nation” as its 
annual ministry theme for 2018. The Fellowship’s 
missions arm develops annual themes as a unifying 
and motivating tool for churches and members 
supporting its work in more than 190 nations. 
 Missions has remained a central element of  the 
AG’s corporate identity throughout its history. From 
32 missionaries endorsed by the Fellowship in 1914, 
ministry personnel have grown to nearly 2,800 
missionaries and missionary associates worldwide. 
 “Revelation 7:9 offers a biblical framework 
for the 2018 theme,” says Andy Raatz, AGWM 
Communications director. “The heartbeat of  the 
Great Commission is to take the message of  Jesus’ 
grace to ‘every nation, tribe, people and language.’ 
The focus of  AG World Missions is to see churches 
planted among every one of  those groups—
communities of  faith that will continue to spread the 
message of  good news.” 
 A series of  free online devotionals is now available 
to promote 40 days of  prayer for the launch of  the 
2018 theme. These will center around Revelation 7:9, 
but include supporting Scriptures, missions quotes, 
and missions history. 
 The 40 days of  prayer encourage personal 
involvement in missions, as will each component 
of  the “Every Tribe, Every Nation” focus throughout 
the year. WorldView, the AGWM monthly magazine, 
will publish a progressive series of  insights into the 
theme, and AGWM social media outlets will connect 
users regularly with each other, with the ministries 
of  missionaries they support, and with unreached 
communities around the world. 
 “Many sources tell us that more than 7,000 
people groups have no indigenous community 
of  believing Christians to evangelize them” says 
AGWM Executive Director Greg Mundis. “As we 
contemplate these staggering statistics, we realize 

that not just millions, but billions, have limited or no 
access to the gospel message.” 
 While the concept of  a tribe traditionally connects 
with anthropological definitions of  people groups, 
the tribes of  today can come into being through 
shared interests and common life experiences 
among people of  different ethnicities and personal 
backgrounds. AGWM regional ministries have been 
addressing this phenomenon. 
 In Africa, the world’s most rapidly urbanizing 
continent, a growing class of  business entrepreneurs, 
political leaders, and social influencers in the media 
are no longer defined by their historic tribal identity, 
but are forming new mosaic groups that are shaping 
Africa’s cities and the continent. 
 “We created the Urban Tribes church planting 
project to reach Africa’s culture changers,” says Greg 
Beggs, AGWM Africa regional director. “We want 
to plant churches where they are. When the culture 
changers become transformed by the gospel, there is 
a trickle-down effect.” 
 Paul Trementozzi, AGWM Europe regional 
director, notes a different alignment of  people 
groups across his continent, the estimated 500 
million Europeans with a largely secularist view 
of  life, out of  touch with Christianity or any other 
religious frame of  reference. “The deep spiritual 
need among the native European majority is 
primarily secular and agnostic in its beliefs,” he says. 
“Our Secularist Initiative wants to see secularists 
encounter Jesus Christ within their context.” 
 “Every Tribe, Every Nation” is an invitation to 
AG World Missions partners to self-discovery, to a 
deeper sense of  belonging, to a passion for rescuing 
lost souls. Throughout 2018, the theme will call 
for a renewed recognition of  a world in need and 
a growing commitment to become part of  the 
solution. 

— Scott Harrup, AGWM Communications
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NEWS AND VIEWS

 Ministers Conference 2017 was hosted by Pastors Zach and Shellie 
Maddox and West Lafayette Connection Point Church. David Priest 
and Merrillville Living Hope led us in worship. Special recognition was 
given to Jeff  and Sara Alexander, former Chi Alpha state directors, for 
their incredible ministry across Indiana. They are now serving at the 
National Chi Alpha office in Springfield, Missouri. Derek Britt, the new 
Chi Alpha state director, commended Jeff  for his ministry over these 
past nine years. We also honored Steve and Elaine Furr, Indiana district 
youth directors, for 25 years of  ministry at the district office. 
 Kathy Holdeman, women’s ministries director, presented Jack and 
Teri Shiflett, directors at Lake Placid Christian Conference Center, with 
a check for more than $17,000 from the Mite offering received at the 
Vital Conference. This money helped with the purchase of  new bunk 
beds at Lake Placid.
 Our speaker, Scott Wilson, pastor of  The Oaks Fellowship in Dallas, 
Texas, shared his story as he "cleared the stage" to make time for God 

to move in their services. He shared his heart with us very openly. 
Jordan Britt and Luke Furr, sang Clear the Stage. The altars were full 
of  ministers praying with one another. A special reception followed 
the altar service honoring the Alexander’s and Furr’s on Main Street at 
Connection Point Church.
 On Tuesday morning Pastor Don Gifford opened with a prayer 
model from Acts 19. Paula Gallaway, Marion Lighthouse, led worship 
during the prayer time. Scott Wilson continued his testimony and 
challenged us.
 Jim Walsh, and his team from West Lafayette Connection Point, led 
worship Tuesday afternoon. Scott Wilson turned our final session into 
a "lab", as we prayed in the Holy Spirit and with one another in small 
groups. This closing session took Minister’s Conference to another 
level! The teaching and training our pastors received over these two 
days will lead to transformation in our pastors individually and in their 
churches.

2017 MINISTERS CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS
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NEWS AND VIEWS

pSuperintendent Don and Diane Gifford installed Pastor Todd 
and Shonda Yates as the new pastors of Indianapolis Franklin Park 
Assembly of God at a special consecration/installation service on 
October 1, 2017. Former Pastor Greg and Amy Allison were there to 
pass the baton to the Yates.

pPastor Sam and Marcia Bush celebrated 30 years at Jasonville 
AG at a special service on November 12, 2017. Executive Secretary 
David Delp was there to honor the Bushes for this milestone in their 
ministry.

tpSuperintendent Don 
and Diane Gifford installed 
Pastor Ben and Sally Thompson 
as the new pastors of 
Indianapolis Praise Fellowship 
AG at a special consecration/
installation service on October 
22, 2017. Former Pastor 
Clarence and Pepper Hooks 
were there to pass the baton to 
the Thompsons.

pPastors Roger and Cheryl Dean celebrated 25 years at Batesville 
and Versailles Church on the Rock at a special open house on 
October 21, 2017. Superintendent Don and Diane Gifford were there 
to honor the Deans for this milestone in their ministry and to present 
Pastor Roger with a shepherd's staff.

tpSuperintendent Don Gifford preached with Executive 
Presbyter Ralph Holdeman at an outpouring service at 
Richmond Lighthouse AG on October 29, 2017. Pastors 
and spouses from Cambridge City The River, Connersville 
Living Waters AG, Portland Banner Christian AG, Union 
City Calvary AG, and Winchester Freedom Life Church were 
there for this special service.

uWabash New Connections Church  and Pastor Tristan and 
Shannon Heyde were moved from district affiliated to General 
Council status at a special service on November 19, 2017. Executive 
Secretary David and Donna Delp were at the service to make the 
official declaration.
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Minister’s Wives/ 
Women in Ministry retreat
March 5-6, 2018  
at Wooded Glen Retreat  
and conference center
Henryville, Indiana

Speaker: susanne cox

Rachel Jolie Susa was 
born September 26, 2017, 
weighing  
7 lbs., 2 oz. and measuring 
20.5 inches long. 
Congratulations to her proud 
parents, Jon and Bekah Susa.

pOn November 20, 2017, the district office hosted special friends for our Thanksgiving 
worship, devotion and lunch. We were honored to share this time with Chi Alpha State 
Director Derek and Jordan Britt, Bloomington Chi Alpha Director Luke and Nicole Furr, 
Pastor Jerry and Paula Gallaway, lead pastors at Marion Lighthouse and district music 
director, Pastor Isaac and Rebekah Isaac Moawed from Indianapolis Christian Arabic 
Church, Pastor Prince and Gloria Ben-Paul, church planters in training, and Pastor Jason 
Patterson, a church planter at Carmel Parkside.

pqEvery October, Superintendent Don Gifford and District 
Student Ministries Director Steve Furr, gather with Indiana students 
at North Central University in Minneapolis, Minnesota, to have 
dinner.  NCU is a great spiritual and strong academic university. 
Great days are ahead with newly appointed President Scott Hagan.


