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DONALD G. GIFFORD, 
SUPERINTENDENT

Resolution 11   Expression of Appreciation for David and Donna Delp 

 

Whereas,  God’s Word instructs us to, “Pay to all what is owed them: …respect to 
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.” (Romans 13:7 
ESV), and 

Whereas,  David and Donna Delp have served and led us with excellence, integrity, 
wisdom and reliance on the Spirit’s power, be it  

Resolved,  That on the behalf of the leadership, ministers, constituents, and 
churches of the Indiana District Assemblies of God, this district council in 
session expresses deep gratitude to David Delp for 23 years in district 
ministry in various roles, including Ministry Development Director, 
Christian Education Director, Men’s Ministry Director, Founder and 
Director of Indiana School of Ministry, Executive Presbyter, General 
Presbyter and Executive Secretary, and to Donna Delp, for her many 
years of faithful service to the Illinois and Indiana districts, her career as 
an Assemblies of God world missionary, and most recently as a co-
founder and host of the Calibrating Life Podcast, and be it further 

Resolved, That this council honor the memory of Joyce Delp, who served our 
district with David for many years, and be it further 

Resolved, That on the occasion of their departure from office, we also express our 
utmost respect and heartfelt honor for the place of friendship and 
spiritual leadership David and Donna hold in each of our hearts.  

We hereby express deep love and appreciation for their being pastors to 
pastors, leaders to leaders, and true friends and confidants to all in the 
Indiana District.  We bless and prayerfully send them into their new 
season of ministry and influence. 

Sponsored by 
The Executive Presbytery 
Indiana District Assemblies of God 
May 2018 
 

CALIBRATE360 MATRIX FOR PERSONAL TRANSFORMATION
By David Delp
 Our framework for life, personal transformation, and for 
lifting leaders is found in the Calibrate360 matrix. Get 
in the PRESENCE of  God, a PASSION will arise, 
a PATH will emerge, and a PRACTICE will 
result. We must anchor in the spiritual, but we 
must also move to practical incarnation. By 
focusing on calibrating the six calibration 
points we can calibrate our lives and lift 
those we love and lead. 

Six Calibration Points for Calibrating 
Our Lives and Lifting Those We Love 
and Lead

1. Our Spiritual Life Development — 
 Abiding in the Presence of  God (spiritual)
2. Our Life Passions — God’s purpose, 
 mission, and blueprint of  our lives will arise  
 through our redeemed passions (emotional)

3. Our Resources — Resourcing life, vision, and 
 calling through Holy Spirit empowerment and 

      the release of  temporal resources
4. Our Relationships — Healthy relationships    

    and enlisting those we love and lead in their 
    calling and mission
5. Our Life Development — Adding to 
    our lives the preparation, tools, and 

strategies to fulfi ll God’s mission  
(intellectual)

6. Our Life Practices — Taking action, 
       establishing habits and practices for 

       the practical and incarnational fulfi llment 
        of  God’s mission (physical)
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 I have had the privilege of  working 
with Pastor David Delp as our 
Executive Secretary since January 2004.  
The past 14.5 years have been extremely 
enjoyable as David and I have worked 
closely in the ministry. Often when 
working events together, it has been 
spontaneous and led of  the Holy Spirit.
 I honor David’s decision to now 
follow the Holy Spirit in a different 
assignment. I deeply appreciate the way 
Pastor David is passing the baton to our 
new executive secretary Chad McAtee.  
The 73rd District Council passed 
Resolution 11 in appreciation for David 
and Donna. I’ve asked David to share 
with us the transformation journey he 
has been developing throughout his 
ministry that has blessed many of  us. 
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PASSING BATONS, CELEBRATIONS, AND LEGACY
 When I was a young man I promised myself  I would continue to listen 
and grow when I was older, that I wouldn’t anchor in a comfort zone and 
refuse to leave it even though God bid me forward. It’s not risk that’s 
important, as much as it is the willingness to go where God wants us to 
go, say what he wants us to say, and most of  all, be who he wants us to 
be, throughout our lives, whatever the call. Our lives are no mystery; the 
progressions and preparations are evident. 
 From the time I was a really young man until now, I’ve studied mature 
leaders. I’ve noticed some of  them have a peace and a confi dence and 
a sustained transformational ministry that continues until the day they 
die. Others seem worthless and complain that after age 50 no one gave 
them the opportunities they deserved. I’ve watched some mature leaders 
move with a “Caleb” spirit as they survey the land for the next mountain 
worthy of  their attention. I’ve watched other older leaders grow more 
and more ineffectual through the years trying to make it to the end while 
their ministry and everything around them withers. That’s the difference 
between  “older” and “mature.”
 For decades I’ve searched out the reasons for the differences between 
those who get older and bitter, and those who grow mature and vibrant. 
It starts early and continues through a lifetime of  laying a foundation 
of  faithfulness. It builds through a tenderness maintained toward the 
Presence of  God. It continues through listening to the heartbeat of  the 
Father. It is sustained through standing before God with open hands and 
a heart of  trust. It is confi rmed in the storms of  life when you throw all 
in, and rather than blaming God or everyone else, you anchor in the peace 
that surpasses understanding.
 Mature joy and emotional health come through the faithful execution of  
the heartbeat of  God. If  our goal is receiving accolades, getting what we 
deserve, or being celebrated, we will receive bitterness and disappointment.
 I met an older missionary couple in Africa who has faithfully executed 
on the continent for 40 years. They were completing their last term and 
were preparing to permanently move back to the U.S. I could feel the mix 

of  emotion in them. It seems to be a logical and desirable progression, 
but when you spend much of  your growing up years and almost all of  
your adult life in a place, leaving it when you are older comes with a lot of  
emotion. I thought about this missionary couple and the celebration of  the 
awesomeness of  40 years of  service. I doubt many will be at the airport 
on the Africa side to bid them farewell, and only a few will greet them on 
this side when they arrive. There probably won’t be a cake, not many cards, 
few hugs, and no fl oods of  people saying “thank you.” There will not be 
an opportunity for all of  their supporting churches and partners to come 
together and throw a party or hear their refl ections. No farewell tour. A 
simple and fi nal newsletter will be the vehicle for their sentiments. 
 This is the way it is for most who serve. 
 Donna and I have been celebrated the last couple of  weeks as we’ve 
closed part two of  our lives, and we move to part three. It’s been 
wonderful. I’ve had a ministry that was very visible. Now, the baton has 
passed to the next runner, the celebrations of  this season are over, and 
the legacy is what it is. Now, for the Indiana District, it’s on to celebrating 
new leadership and new possibilities. For Donna and I, it is on to what’s 
ahead, leaving the past behind. 
 Somewhere in the future, a decade or so hence, Donna and I will 
celebrate again. There may be no cakes or cards, no Envoy articles, no 
platform time, but we will celebrate in our own hearts what God has done 
over these years that are yet to be lived. We will again celebrate obedience, 
transformed lives, leveled mountains, churches planted, books written, 
impacted nations, and prophetic visions realized. After that, we may even 
move into part four!
 Legacy leadership is about the foundations we lay for someone else’s 
building, it’s about the paths we cut for others to walk, and it’s about 
making investments for the next generation to spend. I will not be an “old 
guy” for another 20 years or so, maybe never, but I hope to be mature 
and to keep growing into the image of  Christ. We fi nd our Christ-likeness 
through following Christ’s example by humbling ourselves and making 

it about others and about what 
God knows is the best path for 
the revelation of  His glory. There’s 
a lot of  awesomeness behind, 
but there is far more ahead. The 
celebration is over, the baton is 
passed, the legacy is what it is, 
now... forward!
   You can stay connected with David 
and Donna through their weekly resource 
update, to which you can subscribe either by 
emailing them at david@calibrate360.com 
or using the subscribe link at calibrate360.
com. David and Donna also co-host the 
weekly Calibrate Life Podcast, available 
through Apple Podcasts (iTunes) or any 
podcast app. 

Pastor David Delp and Superintendent Don Gifford prayed for the newly elected 
Executive Secretary Pastor Chad McAtee at the June ISOM session.



4

JEFF CARLSON, CHURCH DEVELOPMENT AND MEN'S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

PUSHING BACK DARKNESS – 
A CALL FOR INTERCESSORS

 I love strategy. Dreaming about what could be and how to make 
those dreams reality really gets my juices fl owing. I think strategizing 
is an important aspect to leading in the 21st century. But, while I love 
and value strategy, we cannot negate the spiritual battles our ministries, 
families, and churches face every single day. In fact, we’ve become so 
good at strategy, when darkness comes in to “steal, kill, and destroy,” we 
often work to strategize our way through what seems like obstacles and 
resistance rather than realizing strategy cannot defeat “principalities, 
powers, and the rulers of  the darkness of  this world.” We must win 
the war in the spiritual before we strategize the work of  the Kingdom 
in the natural. This is most often accomplished through the power 
of  prayer. 
 In our Church Life Cohorts, we encourage pastors to lead essentially 
two kinds of  prayer:
Passionate Corporate Prayer – This is the corporate prayer gathering 
where we come together to call on God in a group setting. Many of  
us have something like this weekly, or at least several times a year. This 
method is ESSENTIAL to both pushing back darkness AND enabling 
the strategic plan a leader may develop for the church. However, much 
of  the time, these prayer gatherings are petitional (praying for people’s 
needs) rather than prophetic (praying “thy Kingdom come, thy will 
be done”). I’m not saying praying for people isn’t important, but if  
we want to push back darkness, we must make this prayer gathering 
prophetic as well as petitional. Hearing what the Spirit is praying over 
our church and what Jesus, who makes intercession for us to the 
Father, is speaking over us helps us strategically push back darkness 
so we have room to work the plan God has given us. Some of  us 
need to make these meetings more prophetic prayer gatherings and 
less petitional prayer. Some of  us just need to start gathering a small 
group of  people and seeking His Kingdom altogether! It’s the fi rst step 
to push back darkness, and without it, we can do nothing.
Intercessors – For me, activating intercessors was always a little more 
tricky. I believe nearly every church has at least one or two people 

with the true gift of  intercession. Activating the intercessory gift in 
a ministry/church is essential to activating the prophetic. Without 
intercessors, who see into the spiritual what many cannot see, who 
identify the works of  darkness before those works have fully matured, 
and who will listen and obey the promptings of  the Holy Spirit for a 
time and place, a church will have diffi culty pushing back darkness. 
What a difference intercessors can make when recognized, activated, 
and submitted to the pastor over the church!

When pastors and churches activate these two kinds of  prayer, working 
them hand in hand, there is great power over the enemy released, and 
the initiatives of  God are propelled to greater effectiveness. 
 You’ll notice in nearly every District gathering, we begin with a time 
of  prayer. We usually pray a prayer model of  the revelation of  God, 
and then our requests to Him in response. This is what we defi ne 
as the Passionate Corporate Prayer. We do this in all our corporate 
gatherings and regularly in dozens and dozens of  smaller gatherings 
throughout the course of  the year. 
 However, I’ve felt since I came into this role 18 months ago, we 
needed to activate the INTERCESSOR level of  prayer for the 
Kingdom of  God in Indiana. If  we’re going to take ground in Indiana 
we’re going to need intercessors. If  we’re going to activate dormant 
gifts in many of  our leaders, we’re going to need intercessors. If  we’re 
going to push darkness back from the abandoned places and the places 
where darkness has a stronghold, we’re going to need intercessors. If  
we’re going to plant 250 churches by 2030, I believe we’re going to 
need intercessors. 
 So, I felt the Holy Spirit direct me to call in all who have the desire 
to be a Kingdom intercessor. My goal is to put together a group of  
people committed to prayer. You’ll pray for church planters in process. 
You’ll pray for specifi c cities and regions in Indiana targeted for a 
church and in need of  a leader. You’ll pray for funding to resource 250 
church plants (part of  our 500 Seeds initiative coming in 2019). You’ll 
pray for God to activate dormant gifts in our churches, pastors, and 

leaders. You’ll ask God to show us 
the strongholds and principalities 
over regions of  our state so we 
can push back darkness together. 
My strategy is to activate as many 
as will commit to interceding for 
the Kingdom of  God in Indiana 
and communicate regularly with 
them how they can pray. 
  Is this a call you’re willing to 
answer? 
  Do you know intercessors who 
might stand with us for Indiana?
  Let’s ACTIVATE this powerful 
weapon and push back darkness 
across this great state!
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DAVID DELP, FORMER MINISTERIAL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

INDIANA SCHOOL OF MINISTRY (ISOM)
LAUNCHES 10TH YEAR

This past year the Indiana School of  Ministry registered its 1,000th 
student. We are truly astounded at how the Lord continues to add to 
this ministry! Statistics for district schools of  ministry across the nation 
indicate that by the tenth year of  operation, our ISOM should only 
be enrolling approximately 30-40 students, and yet, our enrollment 
numbers continue strong and remain well over that fi gure at 90-100 
each month.  Undoubtedly, the Lord is drawing men and women to 
attend ISOM as a way to fulfi ll His call on their lives.  This is very 
exciting to the ISOM team!
 We fi nished our ninth year strongly with over 57 students 
completing one level or certifi cate program over the course of  the 
year.  This picture shows our graduates from the fi nal class this year.  

We are very proud of  each of  the 57 graduates’ accomplishments.
We would love for you to join us, whether it’s for one class, an entire 
level, or certifi cate track.  For more information, please contact the 
ISOM Coordinator, Toni Mosburg, at isom@indianaag.org.

          HIGH 5: FIVE PILLARS TO BUILDING 
                 AN EFFECTIVE KID'S MINISTRY

There are fi ve things that every  
             leader must implement in order to build  
                      the most effective KidMin in town! 
  What are those pillars?

1) Be God/Holy Spirit Empowered  
2) Have High Standards of  Safety/Security
3) Remain Family Focused
4) Build and Grow Faithful Volunteers
5) Continually Develop Relevant Curriculum 

 Jason Dailey (lead pastor and former children’s pastor) and Josh 
Holdeman (children’s pastor and the 2018 National Big Impact 
award-winner) have decades of  combined experience in KidMin and 
church ministries. This one-day ISOMplus will help you jump start 
your ministry, or reignite your passion to reach kids, their families, 
and your community for the Kingdom. Neatly packaged in an all-day 
format, this ISOMplus course is for your entire team! Junior helpers 
and master teachers, as well as lead pastors, will be equipped with the 
tools needed to get started the minute you get home!

2018-2019 Levels Schedule

CLASS DATES LEVEL ONE LEVEL TWO LEVEL THREE

Aug. 25, 2018 Acts (T)
CERT 103

Introduction to Theology
LIC 201

Theology of Worship
ORD 301

Sept. 22, 2018 Introduction to Hermeneutics
CERT 105

Eschatology (T)
LIC 206

The Pentateuch
ORD 303

Oct. 20, 2018 Prison Epistles (T)
CERT 104

Introduction to Homiletics
LIC 205

Church Administration and Law
ORD 310

Dec. 1, 2018 AG History, Missions & Governance
CERT 107

Romans (T)
LIC 204

Theology of Prayer
ORD 309

Jan. 26, 2019 Relationships & Ethics in Ministry (T)
CERT 108

Old Testament Survey
LIC 203

Church Leadership
ORD 308

Feb. 23, 2019 The Life of Christ
CERT 101

Effective Leadership (T)
LIC 208

Preaching in Cultural Context
ORD 305

March 23, 2019 Introduction to Pentecostal Doctrine (T)
CERT 102

New Testament Survey
LIC 202

Pastoral Ministry
ORD 307

April 27, 2019 The Local Church in Evangelism
CERT 106

Conflict Management (T)
LIC 209

The Poetic Books
ORD 304

June 1, 2019 Spirit Empowered Churches
CERT 110

Introduction to AG Missions (T)
LIC 207

Corinthians
ORD 302

Class Times are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

**Internships are required ONLY for those pursuing ministerial credentials.
All internships will be through Berean School of the Bible starting summer 2018. See internship information on the ISOM website.

(T) indicates a course on the transitional list. This schedule applies to those who started credential courses under the old Berean schedule and who now 
need to take courses on the transitional level.
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

FINE ARTS FESTIVAL 2018 HIGHLIGHTS
 One of  the most impacting and rewarding ministry strategies 
offered by Indiana Youth Ministries each year is Fine Arts! 
What an incredible time we had on April 7th, at 2018 Fine Arts 
Festival in Lafayette. We sincerely appreciate Pastors Robby 
Bradford, Adam Howard, Jonathan Bohl, and Devin Galloway 
who led a phenomenal team in hosting us again this year. Fine 

Arts continues to be one of  the greatest discipleship tools for 
students by helping them discover, develop, and deploy their 
gifts for the Kingdom. Congratulations to all of  our Indiana 
students that qualifi ed for the upcoming National Festival in 
Houston, Texas, July 30-August 3. These pictures are a few 
snapshots from our '18 Festival.
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STEVE FURR, STUDENT MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

July 27-29, 2018
at Lake Placid Campground

Hartford City, Indiana

We are asking for all of our student ministries across Indiana to be  
1) Gospel Centered  2) Spirit Empowered  

3) Personally Responsible to reach the lost around the world.

IN 2018 WE ARE BELIEVING FOR:
5,000 to give $100  &  500 to give $1,000

HOPE TAKES TEAM WORK!

WILL YOU BE PART OF THE MIRACLE?
2018 Indiana Goal: $1 Million from STL and BGMC combined!
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KATHY HOLDEMAN, WOMEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR

As we felt the Lord leading into the theme of  "Fervent" for our 2018 
Regional Encounters, we never dreamed the impact that might have. The 
book, Fervent, that we all utilized throughout the district has a very 
clear message: The enemy of  our soul has a strategic plan. There is 
a target on our backs; he is out to destroy us! (John 10:10) Throughout 
the book, 10 of  those strategic plans are clearly brought to light. It is one 
thing to recognize the plan of  assault; it is another thing to know how to 
combat that assault and defeat it. The only weapon we have against 
the enemy is the Word of  God. Our Regional Encounter focus was to 
enlighten women across Indiana to learn to fi ght!!!

God brought 126 churches together across our district, with attendance 
of  1741 strong. That sounds like a mighty army. We broke all records 
of  women’s spring activities throughout Indiana. I am so grateful 
for each one who serves on our leadership team: Leslie Callaway, 
Jodi Green, Karen Taylor, Kim Sharp, Kristin Holdeman, Keilah 
Shope, Tandy Burr, and Cindy Burton. You are the best!!! Thank 
you to our host churches who absolutely did an outstanding job this 
year: Lowell Journey, North Manchester Sweetwater, Terre Haute 
Cross Tabernacle, Avon Journey, Muncie Glad Tidings, Newburgh 
Abundant Life, and Madison Assembly. So many churches involved 
in each region provided decorations, worship, speakers, and workers to 
make the day possible. This group effort has resulted in so many women 
learning to be FERVENT in prayer for the sake of  the kingdom. Through 
our offering we brought in $7,644.55 to bless our missionaries for 
Christmas. We also brought in $7,586.00 worth of  items and gift cards 
for our Rural Churches Back Pack Outreach Project. We are so 
excited to see what God does through each of  these donations.

Vital Conference - I know God’s theme for Indiana 
Women’s Ministries 2018 is for us to wake up to the 
strategic place prayer holds in our lives. It’s Time! 
Romans 13:11, “And do this, knowing the time, that now 
it is high time to awake out of  sleep...” We look forward 
to a mighty move of  God and seeing Pentecost come 
to life on September 28-29. We have some dynamic, 
relevant workshops planned and Dawn Raley will 
minister the Word with mighty power. Please see our 
promo and note we are moving to The Caring Place 
in Indianapolis this year. (We outgrew Grace!) We 
look forward to seeing you in September.

We are here to serve you. If  there is anything you need 
for the women of  your congregation, please let us 
know. We have more resources than ever to help the 
women of  your church grow in their walk with Jesus. 
Strong godly women make a strong godly church!!!



9

JON SUSA, WORLD MISSIONS SECRETARY

world Missionaries 
Home and Available

Kevin & Wendy Beery - Belgium
kevin.beery@agmd.org 

(260) 797-2048

Russ & Sarah (Careins) Farhoud 
Equatorial Guinea

russ.farhoud@agmd.org
sarah.farhoud@agmd.org

(254) 432-3261

Scott & Anna Seiple
Sensitive Country

egseiple@gmail.com
 (270) 938-7068

Chris & Amy Stubbs 
South Africa

amystubbs@gmail.com
(812) 545-5525

world missionary 
associates

Home and Available

Candace Cowsert - Spain
candace.cowsert@gmail.com 

(219) 508-3638 

Mercy Karanja - Sensitive Country
mkat07@gmail.com 

(574) 322-5133

Dan & Danielle McGill 
United Kingdom

dan.mcgill@ma.agmd.org

Rebekah Polley 
Sensitive Country

rebekahpolley0822@gmail.com   
(317) 696-6036

Margaret Simkin - North Africa 
margaret.simkin@ma.agmd.org  

(219) 406-4835

James & Sarah Young
Sensitive Country
(765) 577-5202

 We were privileged to have Apostle/Missionary Dick Brogden, 
founder of  the Live Dead movement, speaking twice at our 73rd 
Indiana District Council. He reminded us very powerfully of  why we 
exist as a Fellowship called the Assemblies of  God.
 Matthew 28:19 states that we are commissioned to make disciples 
of  all nations, and Mark 16:15-17 states that we are to preach the 
gospel to every creature and signs will follow, demons will be cast out, 
and we will be protected as we obey the Great Commission. We were 
challenged to go where there are unreached people groups. Veteran 
ministers were challenged to consider using their experience to reach 
these unreached people groups, to train up pastors, and plant churches.
 As ministers we are in two camps -- those who go and those who 
make intercession and support fi nancially. Many were deeply moved.  
On a personal note, the altar service was the quietest Pentecostal altar 
service I’ve been a part of, as people were considering what the Holy 
Spirit was saying to them.
 Pastor Jon Susa (Indianapolis The Caring Place) is our World 
Missions Secretary and was assisted by Missionary Sarah Hawkins. 
They did an outstanding job leading the missions luncheon, providing 
exposure for our missionaries, and creating an interview format 
with Dick Brogden. This helped us practically in how to respond to 
preaching and making disciples of  all people groups, especially those 
who remain totally unreached with the Gospel.
 For further information:  www.livedead.org or info@livedead.org
 Many thanks to the host church Greenwood Grace AG for hosting 
the 2018 Indiana District Council with excellence.    
– Superintendent Don Gifford
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   HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2018 DISTRICT COUNCIL

Administrative Assistants 
Jen Reese, Faith Bradshaw, and 
Toni Mosburg have been working 
together as a team for over a 
decade at the district offi ce.

Monday business started 
with Superintendent Don 
Gifford's prayer model and 
prayer for various ministries. 
Special prayers were offered for 
Steve Furr and the upcoming 
summer camp season.

Student Ministries Director 
Steve Furr was ratifi ed for 
another two-year term. Furr 
oversees youth and children's 
ministries.

Superintendent Don Gifford, newly-elected Executive Secretary 
Chad McAtee, and former superintendent Charles Crank spent some 
time together in late night fellowship.

North Central University President Scott Hagan welcomed the 
ministers and gave a short presentation about NCU.

Children's pastors, Barry Jorris and Josh Holdeman, were 
commended for their recent national awards. Jorris received the 
Lifetime Achievement Award. Holdeman received the Big Impact 
Award. Both were honored at the National KidMin Conference in 
Springfi eld, Missouri, this past April.

Credentialed women met at Greenwood Grace for lunch on 
Monday before the business session.

Chad McAtee, pictured here 
with his wife, Julie, was elected 
as the new executive secretary. 
The McAtees will relocate from 
North Manchester Sweetwater 
to their new assignment in 
Indianapolis.  
Brian Whidden, pictured 
here with his wife, Melody, was 
elected as the new Northeast 
executive presbyter.

Chris Railey was the 
guest speaker at the Church 
Multiplication Network luncheon 
on Monday.

Kris Taylor from Terre Haute 
Cross Tabernacle, David Aaron 
from Anderson Faith, and Bob 
and Alyssa Fairchild and Carla 
Bowling from Covington First, 
were all honored at the Speed 
the Light Luncheon on Monday.

Student Ministries 
Director Steve Furr presented 
Superintendent Don Gifford with 
a special Dri-Fit "1 in 5000" 
T-shirt. Pastor Don has raised 
over $30,000 for Speed the 
Light.
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   HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2018 DISTRICT COUNCIL

Rev. Dan Cuffl e was honored 
on Tuesday morning for being 
ordained for 50 years.
Rev. Ken File was honored 
at Fishers Life Church a week 
before District Council. His 
pastor, Nathan Peternel, and 
members from the church 
were there, as well as Executive 
Secretary David Delp, 
Superintendent Don Gifford, 
and Business Administrator/
Treasurer Greg Allison, to 
honor him for being ordained 
50 years.

Steve Sherwood and the 
Greenwood Grace worship team 
led worship on Monday and 
Tuesday nights. 
Central Area Executive 
Presbyter Ralph Holdeman led 
prayer for offering Monday night.

Missionary Dick Brogden was the special speaker for Monday 
night and Tuesday's Missions Luncheon. 

Monday night's unique altar time was a time of quiet introspection.
David Delp was recognized for his 
24 years of district service, and Donna 
Delp was recognized for her four years of 
service to the Indiana District. Pastor David 
served in many roles over the years. His 
most recent positions included executive 
secretary and Ministerial Development 
Director. The Delps were presented with 
gifts from Superintendent Don Gifford and 
his wife, Diane. A special offering was also 
presented to the Delps.

David and Donna Delp were honored at a special 
reception on Monday night after service. Their daughters 
Ashley Delp and Danelle Collins shared in the celebration.



12

   HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2018 DISTRICT COUNCIL

Senior ministers gathered on Tuesday morning for breakfast.

A breakfast was held Tuesday morning for ministers from district affi liated churches.

Assistant Superintendent 
Ron Bontrager introduced 
the Tuesday morning service 
speaker, Superintendent 
Don Gifford. This service was 
dedicated to the memory of the 
late Dan Pongratz.

District Music Director Paula Gallaway gathered a team of worship leaders from across Indiana to lead worship on Tuesday morning. 

Laura Pongratz was presented with a plaque honoring her late 
husband, Dan Pongratz. A duplicate plaque has been placed at the 
district offi ce to honor Dan's memory. Dan fi nished his race strong, 
and with joy!

Superintendent Don Gifford recognized Brian 
Whidden, pictured with his wife, Melody, and 
Chad McAtee, pictured with his wife, Julie, for 
their newly elected offi ces.

Several ministers showed up for the 4th Annual Bike Ride for 
Missions. Money was raised for BGMC and Speed the Light on the 
Wednesday morning after district council.

Perry Meade, lead pastor of New Palestine 
Church52, sang "Follow Me" during the communion 
service on Tuesday morning.

There were times of powerful 
prayer and intercession 
throughout district council, 
including the business session.
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   HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2018 DISTRICT COUNCIL

David Delp preached the Tuesday night ordination service. 

Executive presbyters, offi cers, 
ordination candidates and their 
spouses, and those participating 
in the "laying on of hands," 
gathered before the ordination 
service on Tuesday night.

The Ordination Class 
of 2018 
Front row: Tina Pavy, Nicole 
Rheaume, Daniel Davidhizar, and 
Rob Hovermale. 
Second row: Chris Stull and Zach 
Gidcumb. 
Third row: Billy Worland, Mike 
Santistevan, Jessica Santistevan, 
and Thomas Blount. 
Fourth row: Dustin Wells, Jeff 
Barnett, Jonathan McCormick, 
and Cynthia McCormick. 
Back row: Anna McGuire and 
Andrew McGuire.

Executive presbyters and offi cers, including former superintendent 
Charles Crank, and guest speaker, Missionary Dick Brogden.

Lined up for the "Laying on of Hands" at Tuesday night's service.

Family and friends 
celebrated those who were 
being ordained. Above, 
Thomas Blount with his 
family. Far left, David Delp 
prays over ordained couple, 
Jonathan and Cynthia 
McCormick. Left, Daniel and 
Kelly Davidhizar celebrate 
Daniel's ordination with 
cousins, Jeff and Amy 
Carlson.

Newly licensed ministers, as well as newly certifi ed ministers and ISOM students, were recognized 
Tuesday night at the ordination service.
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Pastor Steve and Jill 
Eckart were installed as the 
new pastors of Lakeville Trinity 
Assembly on April 29, at a 
special consecration service. 
Superintendent Don and 
Diane Gifford were there for 
the special occasion.

 “GATHER TOGETHER” was the 2018 modern 
farmhouse theme of the Minister’s Wives & 
Women in Ministry Retreat held at Wooded 
Glen in Henryville, Indiana. We were incredibly 
blessed to again host Rev. Susanne Cox as our 
speaker. Tammy Oliver (Delphi AG) led us in praise 
and worship. A highlight of each session was 
“Sister Stories” shared by Linda Greer, Jen Reese 
and Angel Hinson. Amy Carlson put together a 
beautiful GATHER modern farmhouse photo booth 
for the ladies – so much fun and saved memories! 
Superintendent Don Gifford closed the retreat 
by leading communion and honoring Tiffany 
Courtney (Lafayette Mount Hope). She received a 
2019 retreat scholarship, gift card and beautiful 
letter of affi rmation from her husband, Bryan.

DEFINING MOMENTS...CHANGING LIVES 
If you are searching for a beau  ful, peaceful, Christ-centered retreat center, look no 
further!  Lake Placid is 100 acres of peaceful serenity, wonderful wildlife, a 
beau  ful lake, and amazing facili  es!  If you are interested in reserving a space, 
call Mary at (866) 939-5722.

Lake Placid Chris  an Conference Center  |  397 S 200 E, Har  ord City, IN 47348
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Men’s Pastors’ Prayer Summit
at Lake Placid Christian Conference Center  |  September 24-27, 2018  |  Begins at 11:30 a.m.

Cost
Th e Summit fee of $225 includes three night’s 
lodging and meals/snacks. A $50 deposit (which 
is non-refundable) will hold your registration.

Register online at indianaag.org/events

A Prayer Summit is...
A powerful, personal, and unpredictable prayer session with God. We 
separate ourselves from the rest of the world by being away from all 
the programs and interruptions that consume our time and energy. We 
don’t know what God has planned for you at the Pastor’s Prayer Summit, 
but one thing is certain, the Lord will meet you and draw you nearer to 
Himself – be prepared!

Participants
Th e Pastors’ Prayer Summit is limited to male pastors. It is targeted 
at lead pastors; however, staff  pastors are welcome when invited by 
their lead pastor. We encourage you to invite pastor friends from your 
denomination or other fellowships.

What to Bring
Dress casually. Th ere will be an opportunity for you to walk near the 
lake and meditate, so bring some warm clothing. Your bedding (sheets, 
blanket and pillow) along with linens (two towels and two washcloths) 
will be provided for you in the Retreat Center.

With Christ...
Rev. Evan O. Paul, 78, passed away on March 30, 
2018. Rev. Paul became an Assemblies of  God 
licensed minister in 1959 and was ordained in 
1962. He pastored at Princeton Bethel Assembly, 
Alfordsville Assembly, Plainfi eld Faith Assembly, 
and Evansville Cornerstone Assembly.  He was the 

Indiana District Youth Director from 1970-1978. He also served in 
several national and international leadership positions.

Robert Strickland Clendening, 79, passed away on 
May 25, 2018. Rev. Clendening, was the pastor of  
Bloomington Grace Fellowship Assembly. 
He was a licensed minister with the Assembles of  
God. He became a stone cutter and worked several 
decades in numerous mills around Monroe and 

Lawrence counties. His stone work is included in structures such as the 
National Cathedral, The Holocaust Museum, the new Yankee Stadium, 
and a memorial bench inside Memorial Stadium at Indiana University.


